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b. Corps of Count Steingel makiog a sortie from Riga, 
c* Position of that corps on the altack at £kau. 
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lii EXPLAKAtTON OF THE PLANS. 

k. Altaek «r Iho Frencb »t Corogoboncfat hy HaondaViub, 

e« the 7thNoT. 
}. A corps of observation left bj TchitcbBgoBT tmder the co»- 

mand ef GeoeraL Saken, at Brest-Litod'. 
m. The Admiral's «dmii«e on Mhtsir, Oct; Sftli. 
a. Count OgoToTsky drives ibe enerD^ firom It-Mnioy, Kov. 

14tb. ' 

0. Corps of General Vlustoff defeats the ebttay'a cavalry at 

Vidzy, Nov. 14th. 

p. The enemy. 

q. Advance of the Russians towards KApys. 

T. Battle of the-ldth of Noveiflber, where Davoust was de- 
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s. Pbrt of the cbips of MiloradovKeb pass the Dneiper at 
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n. The French ih retreat. 
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sians, Ist Dec. . ' ' 
* RemBins of the enemy's troops recrossing the Niemeo river. 

£/ue, the French troops ; the continued line, the tine of . move- 
ment. 
Green, the Russian troops ; the dotted line, their line of ditto.' 
lied, the Auslrians and Saxons, 
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CAMPAIGN IN RtTSSIA. 



J. HE late W^i- l^-twcm {':;■ Fiiisbn Fmplre and 
that ot* Fraiue, v,i,.. ', „:.;,: !„ ::.ti icui:L of Tilsit, 
is too much a'ive in the recoHectico of Europe to 
need a narsaUon '.lere of the particular events wliich 
led to its coflimcncemfiiit, and accelerated its con- 
clusioD. The iiecessiiy which coir.pelied the Jilflfi- 
peror Alexander to make that Treaty, there is little 
doubt originated in the non-fulfilment of promises, 
made by powers m alHance 'vitii bira, to give their 
support to a warfare whirli involved not more the 
. safety of Russia than that of all the civilized world. 
Though an ally only, (on the destruction of the 
Prussian foi-ce, and the decided apathetical tardiness 
of Austria,) he found h,<nstlf, left to bear the whole 
weight of the contest as a principal. ' Though thu» 
abE.i',doned, and placed in a situation, to maintain 
which, it being unexpected, he had not provided re- 
sources, he nevertheless receded not a step ; but ' 
in the field and 'n the cabinet continued to assert, 
to the extremest point of his empire's existence, the 



j*:,GoogIe 



liberty of Garope. It is well known, Irom what 
passed between the CourtH of London and St. 
Petersburgb, how anxious he was (in spite of dis- 
appointments) to retain the friendship of England, 
and her actire co-operation in the Great Cause. 
At length the Rnssian Monarch's patience was ex- 
hausted; and on the 7th of July, 1807, the Peace 
of Tilsit was signed. 

From the date of this event six yenrs elapsed ; and 
during the whole period the face of Europe never 
ceased being delyiged with blood. Austria, who had 
neglected the past favourable moment to defend her 
rights, was at last aroused ; and became involved, and 
alone too, in a desperate and unsuccessful contest 
with Napoleon. Spain burst forth against the ty- 
rant, with the spirit of her ancestors. And England, 
(however those at times in power may have commit- 
ted political errors) continued, in principle, true to 
the grand cause by feeding the flame in the Peain- 
si4a ; and thus kept up that fire with which the far- - 
spreading torch of the North now lights the rest of 
Europe to Emancipation and Peace. 

T)ie negative kind of amity, a body without a 
sonl, which the Treaty of Tilsit established between 
the Empires of Russia and France, (and which en- 
dured little more than four years) gave time and 
occassion to Alexander to be fully aware of the ul- 
timate views of his Gallic friend ; who lost not an 
opportunity of endeavouring by every species of in- 
trigue to pave the way for an easy conq^uest over the 
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arms and allegiance of the subjects of bts august and 
hraiourabte ally. 

The machinations of Napoleon have ever been as 
much ag'ainstthe principles, as the personal liberties 
<rf men. Former conqiierbrs were content with 
subjecting nations by the power of the sword. Hfs 
aim is a deeper destruction : he attacks the moral 
principle. He subdues, by seduction, from the rule 
of law, from -the standard of conscience; and hav- 
ing', like the arch-fiend, trammelled the souls of his 
captives, he hopes to keep them in perpetual, be- 
cause desperate, slavery. 1 need not particularize 
the objects in Russia, of this his system of mental 
vassalage :' some few, fell victims to his spells, hut 
the many, the worthy of the name of Russians, 
remained impregnable to the most determined, most 
wily assaults of his art. 

The impatience of Napoleon to compel every state 
imder hb influence to adopt what he calls T%e Con- 
tinental System, and which means the exclusion 
of all commerce with England, exciting him to ex- 
traordinary and imperative demand* of Russia ; the 
insoleot declarations of his power to enforce obedi- 
eArce to his will, alarmed the independent spirit of 
the Emperor Alexander ; and made him wisely pre- 
pare, in silence, for a rupture which no flatteries 
of the tyrant, nor suggestions from the world's 
panic, conld persuade him to compronlise. 

The Common Disturber of iSnrope soon learned 
from his agents in Russia, that it was theif opinion 
B2 
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the. people was not to be coniipted ; and that bis 
favourite System could not, Ity any method what- 
ever, be forced upon the ruler of such a people. 
Napoleon laughed at these representations. A man 
without honour, believes the integrity of all others 
impugnable. He b a very Proteus in politics. 
Again and again every subtilty was tried, every 
temptation offered ; but Alexander frowned on the 
vain art, and repulsed it. 
Napoleon continued to dissemble and to intrigue ; 

' for the moment of unfolding his ultimate plans was 
not yet arrived : and with a semblance of the 
most ardent friendship, grasping at the most inti- . 
mate bonds of connexion, he essayed to cajole the 
unsullied faith of the Emperor Alexander. Even 
while his serpent tongue wove this Machiavillian net, 
with hands more numeroun than those of Briareus, 
he was secretly preparing the means of subverting 
the Russian Empire, and establishing upon its ruins 
aiHl those of Europe a dominion that would com- 
mand the sovereignty of the world. 

Russia now saw cleArly tbejmpending storm ; and 
no exertion was neglected on her part, to prepare 
against its rage. Her troops, by degrees, spreads 
themselves along her vast frontier ; and took up 
the best positions that the prol>able circumstances of 
her situation could point out. A force of four hun- 
dred thousand strong, public report said was then 
extended from the shores of the Baltic to the extre- 
mity of Volhynfa ; but as the casualties incident to 
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a Russian armament are numerous, we cannot con- 
fidently rate this body of men, at the commencement 
of the campaign, at more than two hundred thou- 
sand effective sojdiers. 

While '"Alexander was silently drawing tliese 
lines of circumvallation around his frontiers ■ lines 
of brave men, ntore impregllJible than bulwarks' of 
istone or iron ; Napoleon, conscious that it' had never 
been his intention to fultn his engagemeiits in the 
Treaty of Tilsit, and perceiving- that, Russia was 
now aware of his premeditated bfeach of faith and 
determined future hostility, endeav'oured, through 
the medium of his ambassadors at the Court of St. 
Petersburgh, to cast an insiduous glaze on all that 
bad passed; and by misrepresentation, falsehood, aud 
sophistry, to throw the blame of the approaching 
rupture upon the Northern Emperor. 

Even in the third year (1810) of this hollow 
peace, France was seen to manifest serious designs 
of invading the Russian dominions, ■ Napoleon was 
compelled to understand that, in spite of his mena- 
ces, Russia would have a commerce with Briglarid'j 
that she would not, in consenting to him as' ah" allyi 
yield her own equal right's of maintaining her peo- 
ple, and replenishing her treasury ; by these honest 
arts which give to peace a value beyond that of mere 
. personal security. He saw that ukases were repeat- 
edly issued to encourage a commerce with England; 
and more and more iMtated by the steady policy of 
Alexander, he decided, not only on the destruction 
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of that prince, but on the aDuihilatioa o{ bJB on- 
pire. 

Notwithstanding these (tentiments of each other, 
ancl the preparations which both were quietly ttiak- 
iDg } the one to commit, and the other to resist vio- 
lence i diplomatic civilitiex passed between the two 
courtK. Alexander maintained-a dignified silence; 
and Napoleon, carefully masking his face when 
turned to Russia, was moving- all his engines in other 
coiintries, to excite their armies to assist his in over- 
whelming her with ruin. During the year 1811, 
hia' agent at Constantinople, pursuant to this scheme, 
exerted every nerve to keep up a war agaiiist Rus- 
sia on the side of Turkey. No alarm was left un- 
sounded, no promises spared, which might persuade 
tb^ Grand Seignior to believe that the boasted Ge- 
nius of France was fated to be also the prophet and 
protector of the Ottoman Imperial line. 

The co-operation of Sweden was solicited by 
similar means. Provided she would engage to 
march a large army towards the Rossi«n flintier en 
her side, while a French force should invade the 
empice on the c|uarters of Poland and Prussia, 
Napoleon proffered her, as an indemnification, all 
Finland, and vast accessions to her Pomeranian ter- 
ritories. 

Treaties of defensive alliance were concluded 
with Austria, and Prussia, Dantzic was reinibrced, 
aifd provided with stores of aU. lunds. AihI the lesb 
of the strong Prussiaa forb^sses whicb^ ftcc«rdtiig 
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to articles in tBe Treaty of Tilsit, oag;ht to hare 
been evacaated by the French troops, had, on the 
contrary, their garrisons Considerably augmented. 
Coluouis of troops from France, as well as from the 
various states which comprised the Confederation of 
the Rhine, were known to be t>h their march to- 
wards the Vistula. 

. Soch military {^reparations, together with the ra- 
tification of treaties of the fnost intimate alliances be- 
tween France, Am^tria, aiid Prussia, left no doubt 
in the mind of the Emperor Alexander as to the 
bligect of theif proceedings. He saw that the time 
was now cotne to tate his station at the head of the 
army his precaution had so Wisely provided ; and 
quitting his capitail about the 22d of April, 1S12, 
, h^ arrived on the 26th at Wilna, where he estab- 
lished his head-qnarters. 



The atmy of Napoleon was all in motion. The 
confederate princes of Germany had sent their tribu- 
tary powers J and a reluctant remnant, of aboOt ten 
thoosand Spaniards and Portuguese, had been press- 
ed into the service. Not less than four hnndred 
thousand men were ranged under the despot's 
Itandard ; and by the beginning of May, 1813^ the 
iMinks of the Vistula were overshadowed- by his 
thronging legions. 

Nap6tebifi; left Paris in May, and found himself ai 
tfce head oif hi^ graiid'anny on tife 16th of June. A 
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finer or more complete force never was marshalled 
by the destructive abilities of man. It pos,sessied 
the Hite, not only of the French nation, but tliat of 
all her confederates ; and, to give efficiency to so 
formidable a strength, v/Ss commanded by the most 
celebrated captain of the age. 

This mighty array had been a work of delibera- 
tion. Its ambitious Icarler had long sought to make 
a vassal of his ifuperial ally, or to push him to the 
extremity of a rupture. Through the medium of 
Prince Kourakin, Napoleon, while at Paris, had 
precipitattd that decision from St- Petersburgh, 
which he looked for to' give him an excuse for the 
.meditated invasion. His demands were, that Rus- 
sia must immediately adopt, without any reserva- 
tion, the continental system; to the exclusion and 
destruction of all commerce whatever with England. 
The style of this message, as well as its purport, 
was io a strain to offend the dignity, as well as the 
JQst political ^ iews of,the Emperor Alexander ; but 
he treated it so far with forbearance as to commis- 
sion his embassador at Paris, while he refused com- 
pliance to the extent, required, to use every means, 
consistent with the character of the Russian nation, 
to preserve the peace. 

The demand was repeated without any softening 
tejms ; and Alexander's reply was still in the same 
spirit. Much as he wished to maintain a friendship 
with France^ nothing should induce him to attempt 
it at so dear a pnce», ascoippFomisiiig the ultiQi^te 
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good of his country, by the sacrifice of its com- 
merce, . To this resolntion; he added a protest 
agaiost the French occupiation of the Duchy of 
Oldenberg. . This resohition, and this protest, were 
immediately construed by Napoleon into deinands 
" arrogant and extraordinary !" and announced by 
him as equivalent to a declaration of war. Still, 
however, his hypocrisy was not -satisfied with the 
part it had already acted ; he must have another 
scene of fawning, yet insulting, overtures of re^ 
cementing an alliance which was his own determid- 
ed object to break. 

To this purpose he dispatched his aide-de-camp^ 
General Narbonne, to Wilna, ^know whether the 
Emperor Alexander woul^ at last withdraw his ex- 
traordinary demands. The General was heard and 
answered J and, ailer a very ^ortstay at the Rus- 
sian head-quarters, carried back this reply, — That 
his Impei;ial Majesty would negociate with Napo- 
leon> as soon as ever he had withdrawn his troops 
from the Polish and Prussian frontiers. 

This message, and the information that General 
. Lauriston had been refused permission to visit Wil- 
na for the purpose of having an interview with Alex- 
ander^ 50 enraged Napoleon, that he exclaimed — 
" The conquered assume the tone of conquerors — 
Fate leads them on — Let their destiny be accom- 
plished!" 

He spoke a Delphic oracle jn these words ; for 
they certainly are accomplished, though in a manner 
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lUrectly contrary to bis translation of their meaning. 
Withdut a moment's delay, at the same instant 
he issued orders to cross the Niemen, and to send 
forth the following- address to his troops. 

Soldiers ! 

" The secohd Polish war is commenced. The 
first was terminated at Friedland and Tilsit. At 
Tilsit Russia fiwore eternal alliance with France, 
and as eternal A war with England. She now vio- 
lates her Oaths. She declares she will give no ex- 
planation of her strange cfmduct, nntil the French 
eagles have t-epasspd the Ilhine ; leaving, by that 
tibahdonment, otir-«lresat her discretion. 

" Russia is led oh bj- a fatality. Hef destiny 
must be fulfilled ! 

" Does she beliete us degenerated ?■ Are we no 
longer the soldiers of Austerhtz ? She places us be- 
.tween,dishonour Hhd vrat. Th* choice is not doubt- 
ful. We march forward! we piiss fh6 Niemen! 
and will carry war into the heart of her territory. 
^fae second Polish war will be as glorious to the 
wms of Prance as was the first. Biit tfce peace whi*(i 
we shall conclude Will cdrry its own guarantee: it 
will amrihilate that jM-otid s(hd oier-bearhig influ- 
ence which, for fifty years, Russia has exercised over 
the affairs of Europe." 

" Head-quarters, WHhowiskii 
June 22d, ISES." 
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On tbe twenty-tbird of the same month, the fae&d>- 
quarters of Napoleon wete removed to the neigh^ 
iKHirhood of KoTiw, irithin a league of the Ntemen. 
Afiber visiting tbe line of posts fm that tivit, and 
throwing; across three bridges at the several pointfe 
selected for the passage, at an early hoar in thd 
evening the amiy was in motion ; and by eleven at 
night the three columns had reached t^ opposite 
shore. The light troops u-riving at Kovtia in great 
force, and falling unexpectedly os a body of Cos* 
sacs, who occupied that town, drove them out wiUi 
terrible slaughter. Thus, in this spot, were hostili- 
ties commenced ! 

The news soon peached the Hussian head-quar' 
ters : and tbe aggression was of too deep a dye to 
allow of any farther forbearance.^ That his people 
blight not be ignorant of the etid to which this trea-i 
eherous a«t (commttted in the very h«if ofnegooi- 
ation) was to -lead, the £mperor addressed to th€tn 
tile ibllowing declaration. 

" We have long observed the ho^ile Intentions of 
the Ettiperac of the Fi-ench agniitet Riisfna. But w« 
hoped, by our forbearance, to allay the adverse spi- 
rit ; and to coteriaifie btmy by our nfoderation, <ii the 
policy as well as justice of not seeking to ot w- 
whelm alt Ean>pe by tbewti^htofone porter. 

*'Oiai' amicaible eSora were repeatedly diuap- 
fMonted} aiGrdyait last,, seeing that our patience ra- 
tkerijn'ited iAsottfthstfi'persaadedttif confidence, we 



.C.oogle 



12 

iband ourselves obliged to resign our wish of pve- 
serviog the tranquillity of our people, (if that loight 
l>e called tranquillity, which must have been purchas- 
ed by the sacrifice of all their dearest interests !) and 
to fly to arms. Though brought even to this point, 
that the enemy might have no excuse for tlie viola- 
tion of bis faith, we refused not to listen to the em- 
bassies he continued to send to our quarters; still 
shewing our will to avoid a riiptnre, thoiigji we 
kept our statiou on the. frontiers, ready to maintain 
the peace or to support a war. 

. " But neither moderation nor forbearance bad 
other effect on the French Emperor, than to give 
bim time in which to act his premeditated breach of 
all honour. While the pacific words of his Aide-de- 
camp, the Count Narbonne, were yet sounding in 
our ear, he crossed the Nieraen, attacked Kovna ! 
and thus by a deed of the basest and most sanguin- 
^^y aggression, began the w^v. 

" The hope of peace, without a contest, is at an 
eud ; and we have now no other resource than to 
oppose our brave soldiers to the invader, and to in- 
voke the Supreme Judge of all, to bless the Righte- 
ous Cause ! 

" We have no occasion to reqjind our Generals, 
or Commanders of regiments, or our troops in gene- 
ral, what is either their duty or their honour. The 
blood: of .the Sclavonians, so illustrious by their 
virtues and their victories, flows in their veins. Sol- 
diers ! you defend your Faith, your Country, and 
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your Liberty! Your -Emperor marches at your 
head, aod the God of Justice is against the Aggres- 
sor ! 1 " Alexander." 

" Wilna, 13th of June, 1812, Q. S. 
,f 26thofJuiie,lSI2,N.S." 



Independent of thismanifesto, the Emperor ad- 
dressed an official letter to Marshal Count SoltikoflF, 
president of the imperial council of state, in which he 
repeats the substance of what he had addressed to 
the nation ; but, entering into more particular de- 
tails of the French subtilties and dishonour, con- 
cludes the communication with these magnanimous 
words : ^ 

" My brave people, attacked in their very homes, 
know well how to defend them with a perseverance 
that will never ground its arms till the independence 
of the nation terminales the war. And for myself, 
I will never sheath the sword while a single enemy 
remains within the precincts of the empire." 



The trumpet of hostilities having been now 
sounded from both, camps, the adverse armies put 
themselves in general motion. The force employed 
by France to draw down upon Russia her " inevita- . 
ble destiny," was thus divided and eommanded. 

A leading corps, composed chiefly of cavalry and 
flying artillery, was under the orders of Murat (King 
of Naples), 
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The 6rst corps. Marshal Davoiut (Prince of 
Eokmuhl). 

The second corps. Marshal Oudinot (Duke of 
Reggio). 

The third corps. Marshal Ney (Duke of "El- 
chingen). 

The fourth and sixth corps. Beauhamois (Vice- 
roy of Italy). 

The fifth and seventh (the seventh being- Regnier, 
Saxons, and DombixMsky's corps), and the eighth, 
were under the Mrders of Jerome BuoDaparte (King 
of Westphalia). 

The QiDth corps. Victor (Duke of Belluno). 
The tenth corps (composed of French and Prus- 
sians). Macdonald (Dukeof Tarento). 

The corps of Marshals Davoust, Ney, Oudinot, 
Macdonald, the prince Poniatofisky, and that of the 
guards, passed the Nieinen, almost at the same time, 
at Yourbourg, Kovna, Olitta, and Mercez. This 
advance commenced on the 2-3d of June, when the 
French troops completely established themselves on 
the right bank of the Niemen ; and by the 2<5th, they 
had pushed their light cavalry to within nine or ten 
leagues of Wilna. 

When Alexander received information of these 
movements, he gave orders for the immediate re- 
union of his army at Drissa. But that point of con- 
centration being at a considerable distance from the 
frontiers ; and those frontiers stretching to an iih- 
tpense extent on all sides; and along which the 
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troops had been necessarily spread to defeqd tbem ; 
^as it was not to be divined at what part the enemy 
^vould first oppose himself) a complete obedience 
to this command must t^ke time to accomplish. 
When the Emperor issued this order, the Russian 
army occupied the following places : 

Head-quarters were at Wilna, where were sta- 
tioned a part of the Imperial guards. A reserve of 
that corps was at Swantziany. The .whole was 
commanded by Barclay de Tolly, in chief. 

The rig^ht of the first division, consisting' of 
thirty thousandmen, stretching from Chawli to Telch 
and Wilkomir, was commanded by Count Vig^n- 
stein. 

The second division, consisting of twenty-five 
thousand men ; which had' previously occupied Kov* 
na, bnt on the approach of the enemy to the bunks 
of the Niemen, had fallen back to Schervinty, be- 
tween Wilkomir and Wilna, was under Genejal 
Baggavout. 

The third and fourth divisions of Generals Shou- 
valoif and Toutchkoft", each amounting to twenty-six 
thousand men, occupied Novtroky, and from thence 
to Lida. These divisions were called the First 
Army. 

A part of General Dochtorroff 's, (or the fifth divi-i 
sion amounting to twenty thousand men), under 
Count Palhen, occupied Grodno. Dochtorroff had, 
some short time before, beep detached from ^e Se-. 
<xmd Army, which consisted of sixty thou;siand mi&i, 
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aitd Was comtnanded by Prince Bragation, then sta- 
tioned at Bailistock and Wilkowiski, tog-cther wHb 
a large body of Cossacs under Platoff. 

A corps of observation, amounting to twenty-five 
thousand men, under the command of General Tor-' 
mozoff, was left at Loutzk. ' And Generals Essen 
and Steingel, commanded in and near Riga, a body 
of twenty thousand. 

In the event of a rupture, tlia plan of the cam- 
paign, determined on by the Emperor Alexander 
and Jiis military council, was, as a dnt measure, 
that of retiring to the banks of the Dwina ; where 
a strengthened position was preparing, at Drissa, to 
receive the whole concentrated force of the Rus- 
sians. Experience had taught them, from the late 
wars, and by the brilliant example in the western 
Peninsula, that the only mode of ensuring ultimate 
success against the present enemyi was that of a 
protracted warfare. To this plan, they added that 
of laying waste the intermediate country ; sacrificmg 
a province of their own empire, even to thedemoli- 
tion of towns and villages, that the enemy might 
have no means of subsistence, -no shelter for bis 
troops. 

Drissa was the point of re-union, and accordingly 
every branch of the extended Russian army moved 
towards iti On the 28th of June, the rear of the 
main body left the city of Wilna, after haviug 
destroyed nearly every thing in the magaziiies 
which might have beeu of service to the eo^my. 
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It crossed the Vilia with a trifling' loss, burntjig- the 
wooden bridge by which they passed that river. 

Count Vigtenstein left Wilkomir and its neigh- 
bourhood, proceeding to Breslau, where he arrived 
on the 7th of July. The reserve of guards 
stationed at Swentziany, moved forward to pass 
the Dwina ; whilst the corps of Baggavout, 
ToQtcfakoff, and Schouvaloff, formed their union at 
the same time in and about Widzy. By these move- 
ments it was hoped the communication was ensured 
with the division of Dochtorroff, which was in the 
neighbourhood of Weleyka. 

Without losing a moment, when Prince Bragatioa 
was' apprised that the enemy had eifected the pas] 
sage of the Niemen, he set his army in motion, to 
effect a junction with the main body at Drissa. . To - 
cover this march, which he foresaw would be tra- 
versed by innumerable difficulties, he ordered Platoff 
to move upon Grodno. 

During these movements, the French followed the 
steps of their adversary with eager activity ; and, it 
was plainly perceptible that the object of Napoleon 
was to turn the right flank of the Kussians, and to 
cut off the reunion of l>ochtorroff. Could he ef- 
fect this final separation, he would completely throw 
himself between the first and the second armies, and 
so Alexander's plan of defence would be destroyed. 

The official reports of the Frenoh leader relating 
to this period of the campaign, would lead us to at- 
tach some blame to the Russian commandec-in- 
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cbief, Barclay de ToHy, for the precipitancy of tfa« 
retreat trom Wilna to Drissa ; and also for leaving 
General Dochtorroff several days without ordem, and 
Prince Bragation in total ignorance of the b-teps 
diat bad been taken to form a junction of the two 
annies on the opposite shore of the Dwina. 

With re^ct to Dochtorroff, it was well known 
thsft on the 30th his corps reache<l Ochmiaui, and 
that the Prinoe had, according to the exigency of 
tlie Bwment, put himself in full advance to approach 
the centre of the main army. Dochtorroff, althoi^fa 
followed up by a force of the eneii|iy far superior in 
numbers to his own, so well disposed his cavalry and 
liglA troops, that he reached Boudno, with a very 
trifling loss, on the 4tfa of Jaly ; having sustained 
(he repeated attacks of the different coq>a of Bwde, 
^lilt, Nansonty, and Pajol. Thus, by his courage 
ani activity, he gained the teti shore of the DwiDa> 
and secured his passage of the river. 
' Meanwhile the rig'ht of the army, covered by its 
cavalry and light troops, with intrepid resolution, 
eontimted its movements upon^ Drissa. . On the 6th 
of July, t)^ rear ^lard, under the command of Ma- 
jt»r-Generals Korff and Koutaiteoff, was attacked 
neap the river Dwina, by the troops of Murat, sup- 
ported by a strong corps of flying artillefy under 
the command of General Montubrnne. The VLub- 
saan dragoons received the charge with their uaual 
lAendiness ; ami attacking in their turn with a rsgi- 
ment of Polish Hulans, and the Cossacs c^ the 
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paards, aided by several pieces of lig^t artillery, 
completely repulsed the enemy ; who left in the 
hands of the victors several officers ; amongst whom 
was Prince Hohenloe-kirchberg, in the service of 
the King of Wirtemburg. There were also fifty 
or sixty soldiers. This advantage allowed the Rus* 
sian troops to gain the opposite sidii of the river 
without farther molestation ; and to destroy the^ 
bridges. 

On the 8th of July the main body passed" the 
Dwina at Dinaburg, leaving the rear guard at the 
distance of a short march ; and on tlte 9th, most of 
^e divisions entered the entrenched camp at 



Thus was effected this momentous movement 
after a rapid and severe march of eleven days, 
during which the troops never relaxed their usual 
firmness and discipline. Indeed fheir loss was com- 
paratively inconsiderable ; for, from the commence- 
ment of their falling back irom Wilna, until they 
entered Drissa, it did not exceed in killed, wound- 
ed, and prisoners, ax hundred men. The -enemy 
suffered equally if not in a greater proportion ; the 
Russians having made, in casual skirmisbes 'during 
this retreat, above &ree hundred piisoners. 

The weather had been extremely hot, and was 
• succeeded by a sharp cold, accompanied with very 
heavy rains. This circumstance was an auxiliary 
to Russia, for Napoleon .complains of it, as having 
greath retarded his advance; although it so little 
C2 
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afiected the experienced sous of the . North, that 
they gained their entrenchments without the loss of 
a single piece of ailillery. 

Owing to indisposition, arising from the late ex- 
traordinary fatigues. Count Schouvaloff found 
himself obliged to withdraw from the army ; and 
the command of his division was given to Gene- 
ral Count Osterman Tolstoy, an officer of the first 
military talents, and who, at that time, was in the 
suite of his Emperor. 

The Imperial Alexander, setting the true exam- 
ple of a hero, that of sharing with his soldiers their 
severest toils, never quitted his troops one hour 
during the whole of their rigorous march ; and his 
hardihood was rewarded, for he had constant op- 
portunities of being assured of their animated loyal- 
ty to his person, and of their impatience to be led 
against the enemy. 

Great as was the satifaction he felt at these de- 
monstrations, he was obliged to check their ardour, 
until the moment should arrive when circumstances 
would permit him to give it way to advantage. 

On taking possession of the fortified camp at 
Drissa, his Majesty addressed his army, in the gene- 
ral orders of the day, in these terms : 

" Russian Warriors! 

" You have at length reached the object towards 
which we directed our views. When the enemy 
dared to pass the boundaries of our Empire, you 
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were upon its frontiers inf order to protect them j 
but until a complete reunion of our troops could be 
effected, it became necessary to curb your intrepid 
courage ; and to fall back to our present position. 
We came here to assemble and to concentrate our 
forces. Our calculations have been propitious.- 
The whole of the first army is now on this spot. 

, *' Soldiers ! The field is open to that valour so 
nobly obedient to restraint, so eager to maintain the 
renown already given to its name. You will not 
now gather laurels worthy of yourselves, and of . 
your ancestors. This day, already signalized by 
the battle of Pultowa, will recall to you the exploits 
of your forefathers. The remembrance of their 
valour, the voice of theiri fame, summon you to 
surpass both by the glory of your deeds! Their 
vigorous arms ever knew the enemies of their coun- 
try. Go, then ! in the spirit of your fath^s, anni- 
hilate that enemy who dar^s to attack your faith, 
your honour, even your hearths, surrounded by your 
wives and children ! 

" God ! \yitness of the justice of your cause, will 
sanctify your arms with his Divine benediction ! 

" Camp at Drissa, 27tb June, 1812, 0. S. 
9Ih July. 1812, N. S." 



The army of Prince Bragation (usually called 
the Second Army) continued its advances towards 
Wilna ; but on reaching the environs of the town 
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oflvif, he founfl his joteoded tiue of march alreadj 
occupied by the enemy, faod that it would be a des- 
perate sacrifice of his troops to attempt by force a 
passage to the left of the maia army. He knew 
that army must now be too far distant to afford him 
any hope, (even could he jjenetrate the enemy's 
columni?) to reach it befove it must have passed the 
Dwina, 

No dotibt being- left in his mind of his being, for 
the present, effectually separated from the main army, 
he jndged it best to direct his march towards Minsk. 
BiU again he was intercepted : on his approach 
to that city he discovered that it was already in 
the possession of Davoust. Before the French 
could take any advantage of his dilemma, the 
Prince made a retrograde and well ordered move- 
ment on the road to Sloutsk ; hoping from thence 
to reach Mohiloff, and then to gain Vitepsk, time 
enough to elude the several detachments of the ene- 
my, now on the alert to cut him off. 

In order to cover Bragation's designs, General 
Platoff, with his Cossacs and light artillery, left 
Lida, and passed through Novogrodeck towards 
Mire and Neswick. On the 7th of July, at Kore- 
listchi, he was met by the advanced guard of Jerome 
Buonaparte's army, consisting of three columns 
of cavalry, which the brave Hetman drove back 
with considerable slaughter. The next day be was 
again attacked (having previously occupied the 
suburbs. 0^ Mire) by an augateoted force, under the 
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command of the Folisb General Rosnitskj. The 
combat continued several bourn, antl was sustained 
with obUinancy on both sides, till at last the per- 
severing courage of the Russians prevailed, and 
three regiments of Polish Hukns were completely 
destroyed. Their General Tournou, was the only 
, man who escaped. The victory was so decisive 
that the enemy abandoned the field of battle, leav- 
ing upwards of one thousand six hundred killed, 
and three hundred and fifty prisouei'^ in the hands 
of their conquerors. The loss on the Russian side 
did not exceed six hundred, including officers, 
amongst whom, though all were brave^ there was 
none of distinction. 

After this advantage, Platoff directed his troops ' 
towards Romanoff: bOt there a fresh rencountre 
awaited him, with a body yet more formidable thaa 
either of those he bad so lately defeated. Tbe 
French bore down upon him with tremendous force 
and numl>er3 ; but Ihe invincible Cossac was im- 
movable. He sustained the impetuosity of their 
fire, .and then overwhelmed them with the fury of 
his own. They fled before him for mot>e than three 
leagues, leaving the first regiment of chasseurs k 
cheval, and also the grenadiers ^ cheval (some of 
the most prized troops in Napoleon's service) dead 
on the field. Platoff made prisoners in this brilli- 
ant affair, two colonels, sixteen officers, and three 
hundred men. Returning from pursuit, be retraced 
his steps to Romanoff, in order to keep up with tbe 
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moTements of Brag'ation, who was ndrancing; by 
forced marches upon Mohiloff. 

That Pritice having displayed consummate skill, 
and made almost^ unexampled exertions, to form 
a junction with the main army, felt the bitterest 
disappointment at finding himself still so far dis- 
tant f om that great object. And yet when we 
reflect on the extended frontier of six hundred 
wersts, menaced at all points of attack by an 
army nearly double in nnmbor-s to that of the 
Russians, it is,not surprising that the body of troops 
forming the Russian leA, having a vast line of 
country to traverse, should be prevented making 
a reunion with its main army. 

Notwithstanding every art being adopted by Napo- 
leon, to impose upon the Emperor Alexander ; and 
to throw him of his guard, hy the flattering negocia- 
tions of General Narbonne ; though he even stooped 
to the treachery of passing his troops over the 
Niemen, while be ettected to proffer peace, yet 
he failed to find the dupe he expected in the 
Russian Emperor : Alexander had been taught a 
lesBon in politics by this wily usurper, which, though 
he disdained to bring it into his own actions, yet 
furaisheil him with a talisman by which he un- 
twisted the truth fi'om the falsehood in the pro- 
ceedings of'his advei-sary. The knowledge of a 
poison suggests its antidote : and the Russian mo- 
narch lost no time in preparing against the treacher- 
ous arrows of the French leader. 
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The Rubicon of honour bad long Sfeen passed by 
Napoleon, before he plunged his hostile troops into 
the waters of the Niemen. The affair of Kovns^ 
afforded him a bloody sacrifice to propitiate the 
furies to whom his soul was devoted. And Alexan- 
der, aware of the hatred, as well as ambition, 
which impelled his career, made every prompt 
■movement to accelerate the concentration of the 
Kassian forces at a station of advantage. 

Even the officers of the invading army could 
not help bearing testimony to the fine order in which 
this rapid retreat was made ; and'Napoleon himself 
is corhpelled to give it his share of praise, by not 
ventut-ing to fabricate a boast, in any of his reports 
• at this time, of having gained even the smallest ad- 
vantage over the retiring army. Could he have 
discovered in their steps the minutest traces of any 
of the natural calamities incident to ill-ordered re- 
trograde movements, there is no doubt that the pen 
he dictates would have magnified the most trifling 
disasters into shapes of misery and destruction. The 
only remark we find concerning the events of this 
memorable retreat, is as follows : ' 

" Ten days after the opening of the campaign, our 
advanced posts are upon the banks of the Dwina!, 
Almost all Lithuania, a country containing four 
millions of inhabitants, is'conquered! The biove- 
ments of the army commenced on the Vistula. _ The 
projects of the Emperor were then revealed; and 
there was not an instant to be lost in putting them 
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into execiUioMl The Russians are engaged in eoo- 
centrating their force at Drlssa. They announced 
a determination there to await our approach, and 
give us batUe. They now talk of fighting, afiter 
having abandoaed, without a stroke, their Polish 
possessions! Perhaps they adopted that peaceable 
mode of evacuation, as an act of justice; by way 
of making some restitution to a country which they, 
had acquired neither by treaty, nor by the right of 
conquest?" 

If it were possible that Napoleon could really 
imagine that " to make restitution" was the motive 
of this retreat of the Russians, we might be led 
to conceive (on reviewing the ground they passed 
over), what would be his marks- of rettUutiim, 
were be induced, in a fit of remorse, to vacate 
any of the countries which he now possesses 
'' neither by treaty, nor by the right of conquest!" 
It was Alexander's wise policy to leave a desert 
in the path of the French leader. It was no was- 
ton exercise of power, no exultation in human 
miseries, which made him lay waste the country 
from the Vistula to the banks of the Dwina; 
but to compel nature to be his auxiliary against 
the most subtle and ruthless invader that ever 
trampled upon her rights. In extraoidinary cases, 
extraordinary means mu-st be resorted to : and 
where the properties, lives, libei-ties, and consci- 
ences of men are at stake; the purchase is compa- 
ratively small which surrenders the first,- and puts 
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the second to hazard, to secm-e, ia die remainder, 
all that is most ratuable to the true character of 
man. Alexander and bis brave people have 
acted upon this principle ; and the grand result 
has claimed the admiration and the gratitude of 
unfettered Europe. 

The first arm; having successfully gained the en- 
trenchments at Di-issa, the Commander-in-chief 
hoped tliat Bragation, though not able to reach 
that point, might gain Vitepsk ; and by that means 
come in upon his left. In this expectation the 
main army remained in its guarded position ; intend- 
ing not to offer battle till suppoited by its second 
army. 

The enemy's column under the command of 
Marshal Oudinot, having reached the neighbour- 
hood of Dinabourg ; on the morning of the 18th, 
vigorously attacked the head of the bridge, where 
the Russians had constructed some works. Major- 
General Onlanoff received the charge v/ith great 
presence of mind, and drove them back with. a 
rapidity which occasioned them no iimall surprise. 
However, they renewed the afiair next day ; 
and again mere repulsed, and. so decisively, that 
their commander found it expedient to move 
off his right towards Drouya, whilst the cavalry 
under Murat took possession of Dissna. 

Count Vigtenstein (whose present military r^u-^ 
tation was then presE^ed by the hopes (^ the peo- 
ple), observing that the French posts on-ika op-> 
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posite shore vfere neg'ligently guarded, ordered 
Major-General Koulneff with the regiment of 
Grodno, and a few squadrons of Cossacs, to pass 
the river. A flj'ing bridge was instantly con- 
stracted; and before the enemy were aware, the 
Kussian force had not only gained the left bank of 
the Dwina, but had fallen upon, them ; and in a 
very nhort time drove them several wersts beyond 
their posts ; leaving six hundred of their killed on 
the ground, and taking many prisoners. The 
French General of brigade, Saint Genics (who was 
wonoded), with numerous officers, and two hun- 
dred men, were among the latter. 

Sehastiani commanded in chief during this un-- 
expected encounter, which happened a I'improviste, 
undoubtedly, as the words of the French bulletin 
express it. And so far il speaks true ; but to pal- 
liate the effects of this unmilitary carelessness on the 
part of the Grench General, he represents Koul- 
nefiPs force to amount to eighteen thousand men, a 
number beyond the power of the most expert cal- 
culator to extract from a single regiment of 
hussars, and a few squadrons of Cossacs. But ac- 
curacy is not a quality much prized in the school of 
Napoleon. 

The enemy, finding that no impression conid be 
miade on the right of tlie 6rst army, and that the 
works it occupied on the opposite bank, were too 
formidable to be attempted; determined to push 
forward to Vitepsk, to which point the corps of 
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Beanharnois, Davoust, .and Mortier, were already 
approachiog. 

To keep pace with these movements the left 
flank ' of the Russians made a rapid advance to- 
wai-ds Polotzk. And as thei'e now remained no 
probability of an immediate reunion with Prince 
Bragation's troops, the Commander-in-chief deter- 
mined to retire to Smolensk ; where, he hoped no 
doubt could be entertained, that the first and second 
armies would reach head-quarters about the same 
time. This happy junction would enable him to 
await with su|Iicieut confidence the event of a 
battle. 



It has before been remarked that when hosti- 
lities commenced on the banks of the Vistula, 
the total eflfective force of the Russians did not 
amount to more than two hundred and forty thou- 
sand men ; whilst that of the French allied armies 
counted full four hundred thousand. Besides which, 
the activity of Napoleon was making vast prepara- 
tions for yet further augmentations under the Gene- 
rals Augereau and Victor. 

The Emperor Alexander, finding the great super 
riorityof his adversary's numbers, and being aware 
that the fate of Europe depended on the success of 
the Northern War, determined on breasting the oc- 
cj^sion with his whole strength. For this purpose, 
he turned himself to call forth the energies of his 
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people ; and make every exertion in his own power* 
to provide instant reinforcements for the army. He 
foresaw that even the <vished-for jtinction of his 
first and second armief), codd Hol, though crowned 
with victory in the expected g^reat battle, present a. 
f«rce at all eqniJ to follow to advantage the glory 
-of the day. Se now stood forth, single-banded^ 
l^iuinst the united powers of the continent; and 
those commanded by a man hitherto deemed invin- 
cible. This was not a contest, whose reward 
might be a brilliant action ; and its terminati«i a 
compromising treaty. Its victories must lead io (in 
annihilation of the enemy ; its end must be the 
liberty and peace of Europe. S«ch was the great 
■ commissmn which the Emperor of Russia felt he 
was ddegated to fulfil ; and with the eloquence of 
a soul inspired with its cause, he thus addresses 
his people. 

He first speaks to his subjects of Moscow, and 
then to the nation at large. 

" To orR Anciekt City and Metkopous 
OF Moscow ! 

" The enemy, with Unparalleled perfidy, and a 
force equal to bis boundless ambition, has entered 
the frontiers of Russia. His design is the ruin of 
our country. The Russian armies hum wilh im- 
patience to throw themselves upon his battalion's, 
and chastise, at the expence of their lives, this 
treacherous invasion. But our paternal tenderness 
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for out faithful sobjects, will not allofr of sD despe- 
rate a sacrifice. We will not suffer our brave SoldierS 
to bleed on the altars of this Moloch. We must 
meet him in the field,- man to man, in equal combat ; 
hefor his ambition, we for our country ! 

" Fully informed of the malignant intentions of 
our enemy, and of the ample means with which he 
has provided himself to execute those intentions, we 
do not hesitate to declare to our people the danger 
in which the Empire is placed ; and to call upon 
them to disappoint, by their patriotic exertions, the 
advantages which the iovader now hopes to gain hy 
our present inferiority of numbers. 

" Necessity commands that We should assemble a 
new force, iii the interior, to support that which is 
now face to face with the enemy, and determined to 
perish or remain a harrier between him and the li- 
berties of their country. To collect this new army, 
we address oorself to the ancient capital of our an- 
cestors, to the city of Moscow. She has always 
been the sovereign city of all the Russias j and the 
first, in every case of public danger, to send forth 
from her arms her darling sons, to defend the honour 
of the Empii-e. As thfe blood iovariably rushes to- 
the hero's heart, there to summon every energy of 
the determined soul ; so do the children of our coUn- 
ti-y rush towards her from each surrounding pro- 
vince, seeking in her bosom the principle of that de- . 
fence which must now shield the babe at its mother's 
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breast, and goard from sacrilege the tombs of our 
fathers. 

" The very existence of our Dame in the map of 
nations is menaced. The enemy denounces D£- 
STRUCTfON TO RUSSIA! 

, •' The security of our Holy Church, the safety of 
the throne of the Tzars, the independence of the 
ancient Muscovite Empire, all call aloud, that the 
object of tliis appeal may be received by our loyal 
subjects as a sacred decree ! 

" We hasten to present ourself amidst our faith- 
ful people of Moscow ; and from that centre wilt 
visit other parts of our Empire to counsel, and to 
dirept the armamei\ts. 

" May the hearts of our nobles, and those of all 
the other orders of the state, breathe forth the spirit 
of this Holy War, which is blessed by God, and 
fought under the banners of His Christian Church ! 
May the filial ardour spread itself from Moscow to 
the extremities of our dominions ! And a force will 
then assemble around their Monarch, that may defy 
the thousand legions of our treacherous invader. 
The ills which he has prepared for us, vvill then fall 
on his ,own head : and Europe, delivered from 
vassalage, may then celebrate the Name of — 
RUSSIA. 

(Signed) "Alexakder." 

" Camp al Polotzk, July eili, 1812, O. S, 
July I8ib,1812, N. S." 
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Tfae second. address is, 

" To THE Nation at i^rgEj 
" The enemy has passed our frontiers, and earrieti 
his arms into the intexior of Rnssia, If per6djr can- 
not destroy an empire, which has existed nith m^ 
Creasing dignity for so many ages, lie has determin* 
ed to assail it by force ; and tc storm the dominion 
of the Tzars with the collected powers of continent" 
al Europe. 

" With treason in hisi lieart, and fidelity on his 
lips, he courts the credulous ear, and binds the hands 
in chains : and when the virtue of the captive disco- 
vers the fetter under the wreath, then the spirit of 
bondage makes itself manifest, and summons war 
to riv^ the spelk of treachery ! But Russia pene- 
trates the wiles. The way of truth is open before 
her : she has invoked the protection of God. She 
opposes to the machinations of her enemy an army ve- 
hement in courage ; and eager to drive from her ter- 
ritory a race of locusts that burthen the earth ; and - 
whom that earth would reject from Boding graves in 
herontraged bosom. 

".We call for armies sufficient to annihilate this 
enemy. Oar soldiers, now in arms, are bold as lions 
rmhing on their prey ; but we disguise not from 
onr loyal subjects, that the dauntless courage of our 
warriors requires to be supported by an interior line 
of troops. The means ought to be proportioned 
to the end : and the end before us is to over- . 
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whelm the tyrant, who would overwhelm all the 
world. 

" We have called upon our ancient city of Mos- 
cow ; the first metropolis in our empire, to take the 
lead, as she is wont to do, in bringing forth her sons 
to the Imperial aid. We next call upon all our 
subjects, in JGuro^ and Asia, to assemble themselves 
together in the cause of mankind ! We call upon all 
our communities, Civil and Ecclesiastical, to co- 
operate with us in one general levy against the uni- 
versal tyrant ! 

*' Wherever, in this empire, he may advance his 
invading foot, we are assured he will meet native 
subjects to rise upon his treachery ; to disdain his 
flattery and his falsehoods ; and, with the indigna- 
tion of insulted virtue, trample upon his gold ; and 
palsy, by the touch of true honour, his enslaved legi- 
ons. In each Russian nobleman he will find a 
Pojarskoi (1*), in each ecclesiastical a Palitzin (2), 
and in each peasant a Minin (3) ! 

" Nobles ! you were, in every age, the defenders 
of your country ! Holy Synod ! and you, the Mem- 
bers of our Church ! have at all periods, by yonr in- 
tercessions, called down upon our empire the divine 
protection! Russian people! intrepid posterity of 
the Sclavonians ! it is not the first time that you 
have torn tbe teeth from the heads of the lions who 
have rushed upon you as prey, and met in the grasp 

* Notes to itiese marks will be fgund at the end of the Volame. 
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their own destruction ! — Unite ! carry the cross in 
your hearts, and the iron in your hands ; and no hu- 
man force can prevail against you! 

" The organization of the new forces we delegate 
to the nobility of each province ; and the care' 'of 
assembling thfe brave patriots who present themselves 
for their country's defence, we leave to the gentle- 
men ; amongst whom their officers may be chosen. 
The aggregate numbers must be sent to Moscow, 
where the whole will be duly marshalled. 

(Signed) **Ai.exandeb." 

" Given at our camp al Polotzk, July 8th, 1812, O. S. . 
July IStb, 1812, N. S." 

The effect of these manifestoes was that of electri- 
city. The animating fire seemed to shoot at once 
through the veins of the whole empire ; and with 
bne according spirit every separate government vied 
, with each other, which should be most prompt in 
■sending out its most eflTective men to serve the gene- 
ral cause. Cities poured forth the choice of their 
youth, and villages swarmed with sturdy peasants 
' .arming for the imperial legions. In these levies it 
was not necessary to compel or to persuade. The 
impulse is in -every Russian heart: his country's 
danger sounded the charge, and needed no other 
trumpet to plant him in the front of its array. 

Besides those who entered themselves to Betve in 
the armies ; many individuals evinced their zeal by 
large donations, both in money and 'diamonds, to- 
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wards providing for the necessities of the war. 
0(her$ raised whole reg^itneDts at their own piivate 
expence, arming, clothing, and mounting tbcm. 
Several of the regiments contained one thoasand 
two hundred men in each; and some of them wera 
respectively commanded by the noblemen who hod 
given them to their country. As one instance, we 
find in the St. Petersbargh Gazette of this time, 

"Count SoHikofiT, a captain of guards, retired 
fi-om the Imperial service ; Count Demetrius Momo- 
noff, Procureur of the Imperial senate ; Demidoff, pri- 
vy counsellor actuel; and Prince Gagarin, are desir- 
ous, from love of their country, to contribute in a parti- 
cular manner to the national armaments. They de- 
mand of his Imperial Majesty permission to raise, ann, 
and. sapport, at their own charge, each a regiment. 
The first gives a regiment of hussars ; the second, a 
raiment of Cossacs ; the third, a regiment of chas- 
seurs ; and the fourth, a raiment of infantry. 

" 'the Emperor highly appreciates these proofs 
of affection towards himself, and love for their comi- 
try r* And the offer was accepted. 



Alexuder left his army to fulfil his promise to 
the ancient capital of the Empire, of soon appearing 
VB th^t venerable seat of his ancestors. The inhabi- 
tants received him with joy due to his virtues. He 
proceeded^ first to the cathedral of the Kremlin, 
where he returned thanks to heaven for the protec- 
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tion hiUierto ^an(«d to his people, and invoked ^Jie 
Alnaighty aid in the present awfiil honr. He then 
went to the pal»ce of the Tzars. Had it beeh ne- 
cessary to animate his heart by the spirit oi departed 
ag'es, there the shades of Peter the Great and the 
august Katherine would have met him, to netve his 
imperial arm against the base, though formidable 
power which now conspired, by- every means of per- 
fidy and violence, to destroy the happiness and beiftgf 
of an Empire which they had erected at sitcfa ex- 
pence of anxiety and labour. But Alexander did not 
require the stimulus of this kind of sensibility. His 
jost -mind saw the danger of Europe, it fblt the peril 
of his own empire ; and with an undeviating resohr* 
tion, to effect the deliverance of the one, and to set 
an example to the other, of a determined hostility th 
the usurping ambitioh of Napoleon, he moved 
straight onward to his object : ■ obtaining a portet 
Mifficient'to meet, on something like equal terms, tb6 
invader of his country. 

j The day after his Majesty arrived in Moscow, a 
deputation, of nobles waited upon him with a report 
of the force which they voluntarily proposed to raise 
and equip for his imperial armies. They brought 
contributions of money also, and of evefy necessary 
which they thought possible for troops to require. 
The town and gpvernment of Moscow alone engag- 
ed to send forth one hundred tjiousand men, armed 
and clothed, and disciplined as far as the short tini^ 
would allow. The rest t>f the Russian governs 
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ments, according to tbeir reqtective pc^ulatiou, 
.faaBtened to tbllowtbeexampleof tbesovereignci^; 
aad«ll seat oat coUimas of armed patriots, quite in- 
depeodeot of the regular, requisitions to recruit Uie 
armies. Both levies went on with eqi^ spirit — Sor 
one spirit seemed to animate the whole people. 
Merchants and tradesmen eagerly pressed forward 
with their gold. As one proof of which, we need 
only mention that the citizens of Novogorode gave 
two hundred thousand rubles towards the uxpences 
of the war. 

In Russia, religion is a priociple which pervades 
the palace and the cottage; elevating the com- 
monest actioas of the peasant, and sanctifying the 
solemnities of the state, with a constant reference to 
the Supreme Being. No transaction of any con- 
sequence, no great enterprise, is undertaken without 
an invocation to the Almighty Disposer of Events : 
and,, iwhen success is given, the first impulse of the 
favoured person is to go to the church, and there 
utter his pious thanksgivings. The earliest lessons 
which a Russian learns, both by precept and exam- 
ple, are his duty towards his God and his Emperor. 
And Alexapdei' has well shewn the loyal Russian 
that the interest of his Dmperor and his Country 
are one. 

Anxious to engage every energy of his subjects in 
"a contest which required the whole -powei-s of- the 
man to ensure the issue ; and convinced of the jus- 
tice of his Cause, if was with no vain pretensions 
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that he sought the co-Qperation of the drarch, to 
add its holy flame to the patriotic fire oov kindled 
amongst his people. The religions |»inciple being, 
once introi]pced into the s(Nrit of patriotisHO, is as 
the breath of immortal life breathed into'its nostrils ; 
and Alexander fonnd he had not only acted accord- 
ing to his own feelings in bringing the influence of 
religion into the war, bat bad adopted the most po- 
litic measure, in lighting a train in the minds of his 
people, which would in a moment set the-whole mass 
in a blaze. 

' The Holy Synod accorded, hand and conscience, 
with the £n^>eror, and thus nobly seconded his 
proclamations: 

" From the hour in which the French nation, 
bewildered by a demoniac phantom of liberty, ov&t- 
threttr the altai^ of God, and trampled on the 
throne of his anointed, the hand of the Divine ven- 
geance has overshadowed that people. It is not 
g^d to follow the multitude to do evil ; and the na- 
tions which have pursued the destructive steps of 
France, share in the judgments which befal her. 
To the horrors of anarchy succeeded those of 
expression, one struggle followed - that <^ another, 
and ev&i peace liad not power to give her repose. 
- '* The Church and the Empire of Russia, pre- 
served by the goodness of God, as witnesses of his 
glory and mercy, have' long been oompa^iidonate 
spectiAws of the miseries plucked by the nations on 
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dieir ev» heads, by having iieeerted the protection 
of the Meet High. Awful is the spectacle ; and 
with devotion do we receive tlie warning, to 
itrengjhen our coufidence in the Living God, and 
Steadfastly to believe and act on the conviction, that 
vhere Hia displeaeure falls no powers can avert the 
judgment, and where His favour re^, no machina< 
tions can prevail against it. 

*' Let us then, in the hour of danger, array our- 
selves in the panoply of a holy couri^e ! and, Rus- 
sians! that hour is come ! 

" An enemy, ambitious and insatiable, violating 
eT«ry sacred oath, and every bond of honour, forced 
himself into the bosom of your country. Despising 
the holy altars, while uttering the envenomed lan- 
guage of hypocrisy ; breathing words of tender 
faamanity, while his deedi^ are Utose of crudty and 
murder ; approaching countries with the blandish- 
ments of fcieiuJship, and entering them with fire 
and sword, .famine, pestilence, and deaths in his 
tram: sKch is the tyrant we call upon you to op- 
posA.'. : 

."**!l>earicht)dren of our church and of our country, 
iinai . Defend the faith>of yoar fathers; and, in 
. yourselves, preserve from the foot of usurpation the 
unsoUied loyalb^ which was their boast. Give free* 
ly, and with gratitude to your God and his Vice- 
g^ent, pari of what you hold of the empire and t^ 
heaven. Spate not your existence in this life, in the 
defence of the homes of yoar children^ and ttC ihe 
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cfattrd], whose cbacge is ycrar etertwl home, waA 
your everU^ifig peace ! - 

'* Recall to menidry the times of yiwr daontleaB 
ancestors, who, in the tmine of Qod vni hi» Pivine 
Sob, CKposed themselves to every assault of infidelity 
ia anns ; and, with the ireapons of £iitb .and of 
courage, fou^t and conquered. Recall t^ miad 
the days of Judea I For all that was written afore^ 
time^ was written for our example. It is as a beacon 
to Mir eyes t 

" We call upon you, ye of the higher TAnks of 
ibe state, who have both the power and the right, to 
claim the attention of your fellow subjects. We 
call i^n you to take the lead in the paUi -of honour! 
The eyes of the people are fixed upon you, and wiQ 
follow your f»otsteps. May lAie God of Justice 
animate in yon a new race of Joshua's, to go-forth 
and overoometfais second Amalek! May another 
race of judges, like unto tliem who saved Jodea ; 
and a succeesioa of Maccabees, who humbled the 
cotifederaoi^ against Israel, arise tunongst your peo- 
ple to oVerwhelm the present enemy of mankind ! 

" Above all, we sound the trumpet unto yeu, ye 
Ministers of the Ht^y Altar. By the example of 
Moses, who, on the day of battle with Amalek, 
withdrew not his hands stretched forth unto the 
Lord ; clasp your's in ardent prayer, until the arms 
of the adversary have lost their strength, and he 
cry ^ud unto the victors for inercy and for peace ! 

" Inspire our warriors with a firm hope in the 



bvGoogle 



42 

God of armies. Fortify, by the words of tnith,inen 
of feebler minds, whom ignorance exposes to the 
artifice of impoature. Instruct every order both by 
precept and action, to respect, alxove all things, tbeir 
faith and th«r coantry. And should one of the sons 
of the priesthood, who may not have yet been conse- 
cratedto the sanctuary, ham witli zeal to grasp the 
sword of patriotism, do ye bless him in the name -of 
the church, and let him follow the filial impulse. 

" Soldiers ! while we thus call you to the field of 
war^ we exhort, we supplicate you never to foi^et 
;that it is also the field of justice. Abstain from all 
actions unworthy your great cause. Abhor every 
disorder oi' licence tl^it would bring down on your 
hjeads the wrath of a Being who is not more the 
God of Retribution) than the God of Mercy. We 
recommend to you the love of your neighbour, and 
the love of concord. And bysuchproof of virtue, you 
will fulfil the vows and the hopes of the ANOINT- 
ED of the Lord, the JUST ALEXANDER ! 

" Conviuced of the anti-christian intentions of 
the enemy, the Holy Church will unceasingly in- 
voke tlie liord of our strength to crown with the 
blessings of his- peace, the heads ^of our victorious ' 
warriors; and that he will giaciously accord to the 
heroes who fall in the defence of tbeir country, an 
imperishable reward of happiness in the Eternal 
World! 

" PROM GOD FLOWS ALL GLORY AND 
ALL GOOD ! 
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'* May these holy wwds be to the fvtmw, what 
they have been to the past — The streogth uid tiie 
war-cry of Russia!" 

By this sublime appeal to the noblest priaciple in 
-.man, the war, in fact, became a religious war; a 
crusade in which the redemption of all that is dear 
to the patriot, and to the christian, (who regards 
all mankind as brethren), was involved. They 
fought, not for the Holy Land, but for the Liber- 
ties and Consciences of men, a ground much more 
sanctified than Sinai or Slon ; for man alone is th« 
temple made by God for his own image to dwell in! 
Man in Uberty ; man acknowledging no. superior 
but the laws of heaven, and the law» of human wis- 
dom delegated by heaven. The yoke of a tyrant, 
is the yoke of baseness, and of crime ; for the 
slave of a tyrant has no will but that of his lord. 
, And how the will of a tyrant dictates, we have only 
to read the anuals of French usurpations within these 
fifteen years ; of French devastations ; of French as- 
sassinations. The shades of D'Cughien, of Palm, of 
the murdered citizens of Moscow, and of many 
other countries over which Napoleon had no law- 
ful controul, but where he shed innocent blood, rise 
up to sanctify the steel that is raised against him. 

Immediately on the promulgation of the address 
of the holy synod to the people of Moscow, the sons 
of the clergy offered themselves to bear arms in the 
war. This was an event unpreced^ited in the his- 
tory of Russia. They felt that the call was no com- 
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mon one ; they felt, m the sons of Levi, that the ark 
' of their fiiith was id dangler ; and while their fathers 
knelt in the sanctuary, they grasped the sword of 
Gideon and of David. 

Such a general and extraordinary spirit of oppo- 
sition, never came within the calculation of Napoleon. 
He mwtt be a patriot himself, to comprehend the 
extent of the sacrifices which a patriot will make for 
the good of his country. Ambition leads a man to 
the brink of a precipice; but patriotism stops not 
there, he, if need be, will leap the gulph : and 
there guardian angels meet him. Nothing, on this 
earth, is too mighty for determined virtue to achieve. 
Napoleon has shewn the wide grasp of ambition. 
Alexander unfolds to mankind how far beyond it, 
philanthropy may stretch its arms. 

■ Napoleon, when he entered Russia, pictured to 
himself, (or others did so, for him, whose knowledge 
of the Russian nation ought to have been better,) 
that the peasantry were impatient to shake off the 
power of their lords ; and (o abjure the controul of 
the priesthood over their consciences. Whether the 
sway of their lords have been tyrannic, or the in- 
6nence of the priests extended to superstition, the 
reception which these supposed slaves gave to the 
flattering seductions of the French, has made mani- 
fest. In vain did the dictator of kingdoms look 
for traitors amongst the descendants of a people 
whom neither the arms of the Macedonian Alex- 
ander, nor the Csesars of R(Hne, could make bend 
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to their eagles ! Tboasands flew to the rpr^rici-^ive 
standards of their goveroments : anu evei. ;ov.n, 
and every village, resounded^ -with ifi:p;V' 'jukjos 
against the invaders; and expressions of ui)~.!;.(iveu 
fidelity to their cburcb, their Emperor, and their 
lords. 

Moscow honoured the confidence which the state 
had placed in her zeal, and set a glorious example 
to the rest of the empire, by raising, in the coarse 
of a^few days, some thousands of men, armed and 
clothed for the armies: The roads in all directions 
from the numerous Russian governments, were 
covered with patriots fully accoutred, according to 
the manner of their country. These brave people 
neither dressed nor armed in the usual European 
style. The regular levies, being now so immentie, 
it was found impossible to furnish a sufficient num- 
ber of muskets for these volunteers. Consequently 
each nobleman was obliged to arm his people with 
a more simple weapon ; and the pike was chosen as 
the most efficient of the kind. Their uniform was 
a grey caftan, made in the national fashion, with 
loose trowsers of the same, and a cap of a similar 
colour and taste. On the front of the -cap was a 
a brazen cross, surmounting an imperial crown over 
the letter A. They wore a crimson sash round 
their waists, in which was stuck a hatchet ; a wea- 
pon which is so constantly seen with every Russian 
peasant thait it seems a part of themselves ; and 
they use it with a dexterity and power that, in de- 
scription, would appear incredible. 

DiqiiiicdbvGoogle 
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t am thus particular in describing; the peculiar 
habits of these people, because I wish to g-ive an 
exact picture of a race to whom Russia and Kiirope 
owe so much. Like the militia of Great BiTtain, 
which is its grand reserve of military strength, these 
. Russian volunteers may be considered to have been 
the exhaustless resource of the regular Imperial 
troops. Reinforcements from their body, constantly 
supplied the casual deficiencies of the main army. It 
was they who at Polotzk, Smolensk, and Borodino, 
stood, as if they had been legions of iron, not to be 
penetrated ; and when the veterans fell, they like 
the teeth of Jason's dragon, presented themselves 
a renovated band of heroes not to be subdued. 

The whole empire seemed to rise at once ; and, 
with one animating sentiment, 'turned its gigantic 
force against the enemy. The bi-ave Sovereign of 
these brave people, had already pledged himself 
" never to sheath his sword, while one of the foe 
remained within the limits of the empire!" and his 
subjects, from the prince to thfe peasant, came nobly 
forward with their arms and their fortunes, to seal, 
if need be, the glorious resolution with their blood. 



While these vast preparations were in progress, 
the first and second armies continued daily to ap- 
proach each other. Barclay de Tolly's force broke 
up from the enti;en(^ed camp on the 19th of July ; 
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and, after rapid mardies through Folotzk and 
Yitepsk, (there passing the Dwina,) be took a posi- 
tion in front of the latter city. 

This was effected on the 34th of the month, leav- 
ing Count Vigtensteiii, with an independent com- 
mand, (who had been previously reinforced by some 
battalions from the reserve), to occupy the ground 
between Sebeche and Drissa, in order to cover the 
city of Pskoff, which leads directly to St. Peters- 
bui'gh, and to keep in check the divisions of Oudinot 
and Macdonald. 

Barclay de Tolly was well assured that the enemy 
would not loose an instant in pushing on to Smo- 
lensk, that he might effectually destroy any hopes 
of Prince Bragation coming up with the main 
army. Indeed great doubt prevailed of this mo- 
mentous junction taking place without yet many 
preventions, as no intelligence had been received 
from that General for a considerable time. Under 
such uncertainty it became the duty of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to act with peculiar caution and 
promptitude. His determinations in this state of 
affairs were founded on his confidence in the mili- 
tary abilities of Bragatjon ; whicli, he hoped, would 
at last conquer the difficulties of a forced ■ march, 
over so vast a track of country, infested by an active 
and formidable enemy. To impede the already so 
rapid advance of that enemy, and give more time 
for the brave Prince to effect the re-union, the only 
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' thing that conld now be done, was. to make imme- 
diate demonstrations for a general battle. 

In order to decide advantageously upon the more- 
roentA towards this point, reconnoitring parties were 
dispatched on all sides ; and one of them discovered 
patroles of the enemy, on the road leading to Bes- 
chenkovitch. No time was Ipst in sending Count 
Osterman Tolstoy, with the troops under his com- 
mand, to advance in that direction. General Doch- 
torroff had previously been left on the right bank of 
the Dwina, to observe the French on the opposite 
shore ; and with orders, should he perceive their 
troops preparing to go forward, to retard them by 
every means in his power, while he must maintain a 
. situation that would ensure his return to the main 
army at Vitepsk, whenever the reunion might be 
deemed necessary. 

Count Osterman commenced his march by day- 
break on the 25th of July, His advance was form- 
ed of several squadrohs of the imperial hussars of the 
guards. Having passed Ostrovna, at the distance 
of three wersts from- that town, they fell in with a 
strong body of the enemy, consisting totally of 
cavalry. They attacked it with vigour, and were 
met by a resistance proportionate to the magnitude 
of its force. However the resolution and eager 
valour of the Russians prevailed, and the French, 
giving ground, retired with precipitation. 

The error, which has so often been committed 
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and deploi-ed by victorious armies, of following; itp 
without caution the hour of success, was now ex* 
hibited iu the impetuosity of the Russians, who, 
pursuing' the flying enemy with a headlong ardour, 
came suddenly upon a formidable mass of his 
cavalry ; whom they attacking in their turn, and at 
a great advantage, the now detached corps of the 
triumphant Russians, were driven back, with loss^ 
quite to the head of their own infantry. 

This affair impeded the advance of OstermanV 
who halted to take a position that might check the 
consequences of this minor defeat. 

Beauharnois pressed for\vard to improve the ad- 
vantage gained, and before dawn next morning, 
the Russian piquets were driven in. The French 
flowed up their success, by advancing ia three 
heavy columns, covered by immense bodies of 
cavalry led on by Murat. 

The right of the Russian troops was posted 
upon the Dwina. Their centre crossed the great 
road leading to Vitepsk ; and their left was covered 
by ft wood in which were stationed a considerable 
quantity of artillery and infantry. 

The right of the enemy, supported by a strong 
body of dragoons, began the attack on this part of 
the Russian position, and attempted, with unwearied 
perseverance, to get possession of the wood. They 
were frustrated in every effort by the well-directed 
fire of the guns, and that of the light troops. The 
other two columns were equally ansuccessful on th* 
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centre and on the right; aitd, after a terrible ear- 

nage maintained on both sides, die continued supe- 
riority of numbers (constantly renewed) on the 
part of the French, not even shaking the steady 
line of the Russiians ; the former, at Iastrelinr|uish- 
mg a contest which had been sustained ao determi- 
nately for many bom's, left the Russians in posses- 
sion of the disputed field. The loss on the part of 
the French was from three to four thousand, killed 
and wounded ; and that of the Russians fell not far 
short of the same number. 

Notwithstanding the enemy having yitlded 
ground in this affair. Count 08termaQ saw the nd. 
vantage of reuniting himself with tlic main army- 
But, before be took this step, he detached in front 
Lieutenant General Konovnitzen with a force suffi- 
cient to keep the French, a short time. at least, at 
their present distance, that the Commander- in-chief 
might not lose, by a hasty rencontre, the advantfige 
of receiving information, and of adequately pre- 
paring for a grand conflict with au enemy whPt 
though formidable, had already so sharply expe- 
rienced the metal of the Russian sword. 

The offiGer intrusted with this post of honoxir, 
maintained it so efiectually, that, although the whole 
of the day of the 27th of July was passed in jre- 
pelliug frequent and vigorous attacks frouj the 
French, he yet could not be forced ta r<ecede pne 
single foot of ground.- On, the same spot whefa 



j:,GoogIe 



51 

Konovnitzen and his' brave little- band remaio, a 
breast-work of the most iinpregfiable fabric, be- 
tween tlie main army and its enemies, until the 
summons of the Coinmander-in-ehief called them 
off duringf the night, to fall in with the graiid line 
he was forming to meet, what he now deemed ine- 
vitable, a general battle. The corps of General- 
DochtorrofF also, returned accordiiig* to ordere, but 
, not until he had defeated a detachment of the enemy 
which had crossed the Dwina, killing- the aide-de- 
camp of Beaaharnoisj and taking ^levera) prisoners. •' 

Whilst every preparation was making to stand 
the event of a great attack from the Fieneh, .and' 
every heart in t)ie Russian anny .beat lyith eagemeHS 
fM" the moment to charge, Barclay de Tody re-' 
ceived a despatch from Prince Bragation* It iB-^- 
formed his Excellency that the Prince, tigdin^ 
MohilofF powerfully occupied by the enemy, hail- 
altered his coiirse, and meant to proceed, by tile 
way of Mastisloff, to Smolensk. "General matoff- 
had arrived within two marches of this city. 

The effect of this intelligence was, to cliang* 
the determination of the Commatidei-in-cbtef- 
with regard to giving immediate battle ; and- in^ 
stead ^>f remaining in the environs of Vit.^pskj he 
resolved oh approaching Smolensk, and thei-e draw- 
out his'line against the enemy. He despatched a 
cborier to Bragation with these dispositions,' and' 
ariothe^ to Hatoff, commanding him to place him- ■ 
self 4>efore Smolenak, in grder to cover the mardl' 
s 2 
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of the finit army from the probable molestation of 
Davouitt's division, which must now have nearly 
reached that town. 

The Commander-in-chi.efs present plau began by 
forming his army into three columns : the second 
and thir4 moving upon Poriche ; the first, covering 
their march, by bearing upon Leznia and Roudnia. 
The command of the troops, which were to protect 
this general movement, was given to Count Palhen ; 
who, very judiciously placed his detachments along 
the banks of the lx)utchessa, a small river in front 
of the main army, which occupied the plain befwe 
Vitepsk. 

. As was expected, the enemy advahced, and at- 
tacked this covering force 3 but Count Palhen foiled 
him in all his attempts to pass the river. The Rus- 
sian light artillery did great execution amongst their 
adversaries; .and the Count* directing every motion 
of his troops, seemed to be in every part of the 
field at once. His presence of mind and active 
bravery, gave time to the several divisions of the 
maia body to move forward in perfect security. 
This accomplished, he threw himself into the 
great road, by the way of Agaponovchina, where 
)u erected so efficient a battery at the entrauce of 
the town, that its fire destroyed, in succession, 
upwards of five entire squadrons of French cavalry 
which attempted to follow him. This shower of 
balls beat so heavily in the faces of all who 
d^red piu^ue the dangerous steps of their com- 
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rades, that the diase was iJiukdoned, and tibe 
dumtless PalbeD OHnpleted the remainder of bis 
maich without the sound of a buUet. 

The CoiBmando'-iD-cluef, on the arrivd of the 
three ci^iiiniis at their destined points, detached 
General Banxi VinzingDfode, with a strong- bod^, 
to Weliche, and gave orders for g-eneral Kroamtf 
to r^re fh»a PMicbe, and concentrate his fcace 
near Roodnia. 

Having thib secured his light flank, the main 
of the army advanced towards a village called 
Volokva, resting its right on the lake Kaspten, 
while its front was protected by the small river 
Vodra. Its left extended to Novoseltzi. In this 
positicm the whole were to remain until the second 
army should form its junction. 

From the reports of Baron Vindngorode, the 
Commander-in-chief was informed that Uie great 
Ibrce of the French had entered Vitepsk, where 
they were making dispatitions for a stay of some 
time, only seuding out strong detachments of 
cavalry to forage and terrify the inhabitants of the 
adjacent country from Veliche and Nevel, and on 
the road to Rondnia. 

It now became evident that, even so early as 
du, Napoleon found the demands of the can4>aign( 
b^ with regard to resources and animal strength, 
beyond the expectaticms and the power of his men. 
Although his bulletins vaont of tlw numerous ma- 
gattiies which fell into hiit possession during this ra- 
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jpid TDftTch, the situatioo of his troops could iiot 
Init contradict these assertions. Their privations 
and consequent exbaDstlon, compelled that tr,utb 
to appear in fact, which be denied in Iang;uage ; 
|ind we find this army, who^e unfailing spirits, 
updated vigourj and repletion in every necessary, 
Yrere so largely the theme of bis boast, reduced to 
tbe alternative of sacri6cing, to rest, a part of 
that time so essential to tbe final success of tbe in- 

TSSifUI. 

The harassed troops baited ten days; and, that 
the delay might not excite duul>ts in France of 
their health and triumphant hopes, their leader 
repre^epts in his reports, not that bis men needed 
renovation frcHU wants and extraordinary fatigues, 
but that the heat of the season made a temporartf 
ret^ement into quarters necessary ! This excuse to 
cover the hardships into which his ambition had 
led the army of infatuated France, and the best 
troops of 80 many abused countries, seems almost 
too flimsy fox the blindest partiality not to pene- 
trate. Wbv boUtd be made to believe seriously th«t 
altalt of nearly a fortnight wa,s indispensable to pre- 
serve from the excessive heat of a northern summer, 
a soldiery who, not only were in fall possession, of 
vMjaiUnff-spiritSf untAated vigour, and &3ery neoes' 
s^fy, Uit who miut have previously been inured 
to taxessive heat, under tbe almost anceasing biirA« 
ing suns of southern climates ? 

I>uring this bait oi the enemy, and while Bar- 
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clay de Tolly was awaiting the arrival of Bragatioiij 
the corps of Vigtenstein actively employed them- 
selves in the neighbourhood of Polotzk. That gene- 
ral, having been assured by a courier from- the 
Cotrimander-in-chief of the certain pros^fect of the 
first and second army's reunion, in order to keep 
the attention of the enemy as much as possible 
from the point of this anticipated junction, conti- 
nued to harass their troops in every direction. 
He had never left his position near Drissa, and 
from that advantageous ground made considerable 
impression on the enemy, taking many prisoners, 
and forcing Napoleon to send reinforcements to his 
troops in tliat quarter. 

Macdonald still kept in the vicinity of Dinabourgf, 
where he was narrowly watched by a detachment 
from the Russian main army, under Colonel Be- 
diaga. This active officer gave information to the 
Commander-in-chief that the French General had 
passed the Dwina at Tacobstadt, and, after leaving 
a force at Dinabourg, was marching to Lutzen with 
the hope of joining Oudinot," and by tiiat measure 
catting off all communication between the imperial 
armies and St. Petersburgh. 

Vigtenstein was detached to prevent this danger- 
ous junction. On the evening of the eleventh of 
August, he fell in with a part of Oudinot's cavalry 
near Kochanova ; he drove them back, but found 
them so strongly sapported, as to deem it prudent 
to make arrangements for the recommencement ' t^ 
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the contest next day. By the account of a prisoner 
he had taken, he learot that it was not only the in- 
tention of Oudinot to cut off the communicatioD 
with St. Petersburgh, but to march thither and take 
pessessioQ of it in the name of Napoleon, while that 
usurper would proceed in person to Moscow, and 
place himself in the ancient throne of the Tzars. 

This plan was so entirely the (Spring of Ns^^kk 
lieoo^s own mind ; so completely did it spriag^t 
artped cap-a-pee, from the head of its projecUx*, 
that be deemed it not less the decree of fate, than 
if his own brows had been those of Jove, to stamp 
with their awful nod the seal of destiny. Napoleon 
and his Forlmtes, carried a divine power with them 
as victorious as those of Ceesar ! at least so he be- 
lieved J and planting these fortunes on a system of 
universal falsehood, he doubted not bo^ his arms, 
potent as they were, would not hare more agency in 
giving the empire into his hands, than the in* 
trigue and sophistry witb which he sought to 
peniuade the people that he came to rescue them 
from pbedience to their Emperor and Lords. He 
Md th^n they were slaves, and he came to make 
them free ! Such was the freedom with which the 
Pevil in Paradise endowed the human race. The 
fX(^nge was between the yoke of virtue and that 
pf yice. Whether they obey the laws of a sovereign 
pmiiient fpr every ^niable and heroic quality, or a ty- 
rant wbp knows po law, human or divine, but his 
pwft capricious wd iplpeao^s will. The Russian race 
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were too clearsighted to hesitate in their chd{<5e. 
Their interest, ~a» well as their affection for their 
BDiperor, nerved every arm, and with the cry in 
their hearts of ",God and the laws of our ances- 
tors 1" they prepared to shew Napoleon that a whole 
people, unanimous in defence of their birth- ' 
rights, may be extirpated, but never can be sub- 
dued. 

The military talents of- Vigtensteio, as well as 
the determination of his troops, stood too firmly in 
the way of Oadinot, for him to accomplish &e St. 
Petersburgh part of his master's design. His ad- 
vanced corps being driven iq by the Rossians on the 
eleventh, be had the mortification of seeing their 
Creneral augment his numbers by drawing troops 
from Osvia, and then proceed in a formidable posi- 
tion from Kocbanova, defeating in his path every 
^lemy which dared oppose his progress. Thus en- 
forcing respect to the Russian arms, he moved on to 
Valensottti, which town he strengthened with a 
competent detachment of men. 

Oudinot finding he could make no impression on 
the Osvia road, ordered his army to concentrate 
itself near Polotzk, and form an union with some 
new troops of Wirtemburgbers and Bavarians, 
which had just arrived under the command of 
Gouvion St. Cyr. When thus reinforced he de- 
termined to again press on towards his grand object, 
and do it by the way of Kliastitzi and Sebeche. His 
resolution strengthened with bis aajgmented forces, 
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and sanguine of the event, he commenced the 
Aiovemeitts which he hoped would certainly lead 
liiiiito the gates of St. Petersburgh. 

Vig+enstein, whose penetrating mind seemed 
master of all the enemy's connsels, u;is aware of 
Oudinot's -designs, and made dispositions against 
them almost as soon as they were conceived. He 
lost no time in moving towards Yacobova, to which 
place the enemy had advanced, and where he found 
them so Well apprised of his motions as to be drawn 
up in line of battle. The Russians were in no way 
dismayed at this formidable front, or at its support- 
ing back-ground, a heavy battery ; bnt impelled by 
fhat resistless courage which, like the Hghtning, 
pierce the most compact bodies, they mshed upon 
the enemy, bore down the whole of his left, and 
then pressing with equal vehemence upon the cen- 
tre, after a resistance on its part for more than six 
hours, compelled it to give way under the unremit- 
.ted storm of their valour; and, sheltered by the 
darkness which had closed upon the combatants, 
the discomfited French fell back upon Kliastitzi. 
Vigtenstein remembered well the pledge of his 
Emperor, " not to sheath his sword while one of the • 
enemy remained within the limits of the Russian 
empire !" and in the same spirit, he followed up the 
success of his first encounter with Oudinot. Next 
day he attacked him again. The French General 
had made good dispositions of bis troops during the 
few hours of nisrht, and repeived the assault with 
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firnifiesK. He had (^osen bin ground well ; arid ob- 
stinately, though with great losa, Irtaiidained the 
ggbt till midnight. It \yaH not until the third day, 
that Vigtenstein entirely overthrew his resolute 
etteOky, and in thai act covered himself and hjs-sol- 
difer.s .with immortal glory. The greater part of the 
army of Oudinot was now destroyed, and the rem» 
nant was flying in blood and confusion towards the 
Frenph lines under the walls of Polotzfc, 

In his report, Count Vigtenstein speaks of the 
affair in these terms : — 

. " During' the three days of attack, the corps I 
have the honour to command, peiformed fwodigies 
of valour. Their resolution was not to be shaken, 
atid their ardour, like a devouring flame, consmned 
all before tH&ta. The particular acts of their d»unt- 
l^s and persevering heroism, I can neither describe 
nor sufliciently praise. The artillery and thebiiyonet 
were equally the instruments of their zeal; for 
where the one fell short of the mark, the other was 
pushed forward with a resolntion that overthrew 
whole ranks of the enemy. Even the most solid 
coluhms of the infantry, and batteries of cannon, 
were compelled to give way to the intr^id motions 
of our troops." 

Indeed it appeared as if they knew no other move- 
ment, when, an enemy was in their path, but to go 
forward, and mc^e a passagfe for themselves through 
ibe heiutH of the hostile ranks. 

The whtJe coutitt'y, from Yacobova to Biahi, 
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wut strewn with the bodies of the Tanqui^ed, to 
the number of five thoosand; and upwards of three 
thousand prisoners were taken in the field, besides 
stragglers brought in from having taken refuge in 
the woods. Two pieces of artillery, and Uie whole 
of the waggons of ammunition, also became the 
spoil of the Russians. 

Their loss did not amount to more than two thon- 
sand men, and the only officer of note that fell, was 
Ckne9*al Koulneff. 

Having so far crippled one member of their giant 
enemy, Vigtenstein was making dispositions to 
attack another in the person of Macdonald, hot, 
learning that that general had assumed a retrograde 
motion, he preferred keeping in front of the French 
lines at Folotzk, (which still held an advancing 
position) to following the steps of an enemy on his 
retreat. 

While the campaign in this quarter was pro- 
secoted with so much vigour, General Essen re- 
mained in his camp in the neighbonrhood of Riga. 
It might he called a post of obsei-vation only, .for 
nothing more was done there, as the lassitude of the 
Prussian auxiliaries gave no higher tone to the 
contest. 



Prince Brag ATiON continued to pursue his 
perilous march with an indefatigable spirit that sup- 
ported the courage of his men through every hard- 
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ship, and taught tbem, by his example, that the least 
part of a soldier's bravery is that which is evinced 
in the field of battle. The proof of a thorough ' 
soldier, the true military hero, is found in the toil- 
some and lengthened march, the ceaseless midnight 
watch, the endurance of cold and heat, the privation 
of food and rest ; and all to be borne, not only with- 
out a murmur, but with a soul resolved to suffer — 
to proceed — to conquer — or to die ! 

With such a resolution, Bragation and his brave 
troops pressed on, crossing the river Berezina at 
Bobroiisk ; and proceeding to Novi-Bikofi^ kept on 
the right bank of the Dnieper, with the hope of 
reaching Mohil off without falling in with the enemy. 
That point once gained, his junction with the 
first army might be effected without any farther 
anxiety. 

Creneral Riefsky, who commanded a part of the 
Prince's advanced guard, arrived at Dashkovka on 
the 21st, and on the morning of the 22d he pushed 
forward on the road to Mohiloff. Here he was 
surprised by the sudden appearance of an immense 
body of French chasseurs, who drew themselves up 
to stop his progress. He halte^ not a moment, h« 
had but one path, and he took it ; he charged tfaroagh 
them, and dispersing tbem to the right and left, and 
diiving them beyond Novoliski, made a gp*eat 
ttlaughter and took upwards of one hundred and 
fifty prisoners. From these men he learnt that their 
discomfited corps was the advance of the division of 
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the grand arnty, given to the cotninauds of Marshals 
Davoust and MortieV, who then occupied Mohiloflf 
and its neighbourhood. 

Riefsky despatched this information toBragation. 
That PrinCf thought the best measure, under these 
ciicunistiiDCes, would be to o|>cn to himself a nearer 
road to Barclay de Tolly, by attacking the enemy. 
Great as the e6brt must prove to briug to immedi- 
ate battle troops so fatigued as his were, yet the 
dangers of a hnset and procrastinated march appear- 
ed to him so much more formidable, that he did not 
hesitate between the opinions, and decided for ths 
field. 

Accordingly he formed his line into two columns; 
one he placed on the right, to stretch along the 
greatcoad ; and the other on the left, was to skirt a 
wood, and, by crossing a deep ravine, endeavoured 
to come in on the enemy's riglit, and force hini to 
leave open the direct communication with Moliiloff. 
In conformity to th&se orders, the troojjs passed No- 
Toliski, and advanced upon a small vill:i<re situated - 
on a wet ravine. Here the enemy had posted him- 
self in great force. 

A corps of his infantry occupied a britlLje that 
<9'ossed- this hollow, and was supported by a larger 
datacJimcoit, with several pieces of aitillery on its 
light and left. At the head of this bridge was a 
huge miU, besides other building-s, which the French 
immediately occi^ied with a force they deemed 
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sufficient to check, uitli their luusquetry, the apt 
proach of the Russians. 

The Russians advanced, and begw the attackt 
It was supported by the French with an impetiiOiU 
fire that oaade the contest at this juncture very hot. 
They pressed in redoubled Qumbcrs upoD the assaiU 
ants, but the head of the Rusf^ian coluuiu met Ukein 
with a perseveriug resolutioni that di-ove theiu, at the 
point of the bayonet, back upon the bridg'e. TUq 
mill and the adjoining; houses were carried, and 
those who had garrisoned theiu pnt to tlie sword* 
Twelve pieces of cannon were phict'd, by the order 
of Bragation, upon a coniniaudiiig spot near the 
mill, and instantly opening upon tlie enemy, who 
attempted to come to the relief uf his troops o^ the 
bridge, -made a great slaughter. Tliis cannonade 
and the active valour of th(? Russians, which pressed 
the enemy in every qnnrler, at Inst prevailed, »nd 
drove him, not o°ly d'om tite bridge, bat from \m 
post on the opposite b):(iik. 

Marshal Pavoust finding hiiof^clf Uws forcctl, and 
even his cannon seized, feared the effect of this day's 
battle OH his master's cause. He saw how fai: th^ 
nnshaken determination of Bragation had biought 
the second army on its way to join tlie imp^lal 
standard. He felt the power of that Prince's arni, 
^hen brought to action, and the victory which had 
now crowned him, filled Davoust with nppivrIie))!>ioft 
that Bragation, (tmless stopped by extraordinary* 
exertions) would mai-ch to" tlicpoiut .vi reuutoa 
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over the dead bodies of every Frenchman in the 
field. To check an advance, so destractive of Na- 
poleon's designs, and to frustrate the hopes of a 
Prince whose intrepid steps had ever pressed for- 
ward from victory to victory, he despatched imme- 
diate orders for an immense reinforcement to join him 
from the reserve. 

The Russians, aware of their adversary's inten- 
tions, formed themselves under the protection of 
their gxms. Their disposition was good, and their 
resolution strong ; but the career of the enemy's ca- 
valry came on with such an overwhelming force, 
and the infantry advanced in so consolidated a body, 
that they bore along before them the comparatively 
small corps of the Russians, as the influx of the 
sea would contend with and drive back upon its 
bed the stream of a river. 

The Russians, tracking their retrograde steps 
with their blood, found themselves obliged to relin- 
quish their position, and to abandon the guns they 
had just taken. But they kept the ground which had 
been first disputed, and by a heavy and well directed 
fire from their artillery, prevented the enemy's re- 
gaining the head of the bridge. 

Marshal Davoust seeing the impossibility of mak- 
ing the impression he wished, while his adversary 
was supported by so efficient a battery, directed a 
a column of infantry to pass the ravine higher up to 
the right, and by coming in upOn Bragation's left, 
•6126 the artillery at the point of the bayonet. 
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While this was transacting the Marshal intended 
to take the Prince in his confusion, and push aeross 
the bridge. 

The French division moved upon the ravine, but, 
unexpectedly to itself, fell in with the forces 
which Bragation had ordered to skirt the wood and 
■keep the hollow way. Sootv- after reaching its op- 
posite side, tlic enemy being thus surprised, was 
driven back with great lossj but arriving at a very 
strong line of h;s troops, he there made a stand. 
The conflict now became tremendous on both sides ; 
the Russians fought with so fearless an intrepidity, 
that one might have thought they deemed them- 
selves invulnerable, and the French continued pour- 
ing in their numbers as if they were infinite. 

The Prince found- that bis troops on the left were 
possessed of the opposite bank, but seeing the pro- 
bability of their being overpo.wered, if he should 
fail in driving back the enemy, he made so vi- 
gorous a charge, that for one moment the vast body 
before him seemed shook to its centre, but in the 
next, its overwhelming ranks rushed forward, and 
tlieir wide extent fast closing around him, he saiw. 
DO other resource but to fall back. To this end he 
called off his left column, which was maintaining its 
ground with the most bnlliant acts of bravery, and, 
ordering a retrograde movement along its lines, drew 
off his artillery, and covered his motions with his 
light troops and cavalry. The latter, from the na- 
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ture of the ground, during (he contest had ne^er 
been* broug;ht into attioTi. 

This Iiard struggle lasted ten hours. The Prince 
inarched in good order to Stary Bickoff, there 
crossing the Dneiper, whilst PlatofF advanced with 
all rapidity, to gain the road leading from Mohiloft' 
to Mastilow. His objeci was lo prevent Davoust 
(Vom incommoding his left on- bis route. 

The loss of the Russians on this day was not less 
than three thousand killed and wounded, and that 
of the enemy might be between three or four thou- 
sand, with about five hundred prisoners who Vere 
taken early in the contest. 

Bragation now proceeded without molestation. 
On the 6th of August he reached the Dneiper at 
Katane, where he passed it, and, taking up a posi- 
tion at Nadva, thus formed the left of the great ar- 
my. In his way, he had left detachments at Kras- 
EOy, under the command of General Neverofsky, 
to intercept the enemy, in case he shouW push 0:1 
to Smolensk by that road. 

Platotf had, some time before, crossed to the right 
bank of theBoristhenes and joined the covering army 
of Count Palhen on the Lubavitch and Inkovo 
roads. The former, with his usual activity, never 
allowing any occasion to pass of annoying the ene- 
my, discovered a French force in the vicinity of 
his new quarters, which he attacked and defeated, 
taking upwards of five hundred prisoners, and lear- 
ing dead on the field a number not inferior. It 
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proved to be a party of Murat's corps, commanded 
by General Sebastiani, and stationed at lukovo. 
The Russian General speaks of this afFair, in his 
reports, with little emphasis ; lie merely notes it as 
an advantage en train ; but from the discomfited 
enemy's account, we find that it was a matter of 
more consequence; he acknowledges that it forced 
him to retreat a whole day, and that, besides a loss- 
at once, in prisoners, of half a battaliou, above 
twelve hundred fell, killed and wounded, in the field. 
PlatofTs loss did not amount, in all, to three hun- 
dred. 

It had been the first intention of the Commander- 
in-chief, Barclay de Tolly, that the first and second 
armies, after their junction, should occupy the coun^ 
try on the right bank of the river ; but the enemy 
having moved several of his corps towards Teolino, 
and others being in the act of passing the river at 
Dubrovna in their way to Laidy, it became neces- 
sary for the Russians to make an opposing move- 
ment. 

Accordingly, the second army was .ordered to re- 
pass the Dneiper, which it did on the 10th without 
a moment's delay, at Katane. 

Bragation then leaned his right upon that river, 
stretching across the main road, and occupying 
Bolkovo, Lukerchino, and Abrazivo. He also sent 
reinforcements to his advance at Krasnoy and its 
neighbourhood. In this position he hoped to repose 
his wearied troops for at least a few hours. His 
r 2 
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late mairh had been long, anxious, and harassing. 
War had followed, sniroumled, and met hiin : 
tlirough all this he had persisted in liis progress, 
and, necessarily fighting his way in many actions 
with the enemy, his troops, now come to the point 
of junction, needed and expected, a little time in 
which to reci-uit their exhausted strength. His army 
had suffered materially in many respects. It now 
amounted to no more than five-and-tliirty thousand 
men ; a great reduction from its numbers at the 
commencement of the campaign. 

In the first place, a detachment of eight thousand 
men, finding their station untenable, and the im- 
possibility iof rejoining their main body under Bra- 
gfjtion, were forced to attach themselves to the divi- 
sion of General Tormozoff. To substract stilt 
more from the Prince's marching strength, a dis- 
affection prevailed amongst tlie Poles under his 
command, and at various times and opportunities, 
more than ten thousand of these men deserted the 
Russian standard. Then the' loss in killed, wound- 
ed, and casualties, was by no means inconsiderable ; 
and, in consequence' of ai! these circumstances, 
notwithstanding his care, his courage, and his 
prtidence, the Prince conld not bring up more 
than half of his'original army to the banks of the 
Dneiper. 

This force, and Barclay de Tolly's together, did 
not present an army of more than one hundred and 
thirty thousand men, to oppose the countless legions 
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of the French now in their front, and who were 
headed by Napoleon himself. The French leader 
had refreshed his troops by a ]on^ rest, and ex- 
uUing- in their vast superiority of numbers, and the 
promises of his own ambition, he seemed preparing' 
for an immediate victory. 

His head quarters were still at Vitepsk, where 
was also planted a very strong reserve. The other 
divisions occupied the following places : 

On his left was Beauharnois, stationed at Sou- 
rache. His advance was at Veliche, Poroiche, and 
Osveath. 

Marshal Ney was at Leuzna. 

Murat's corps of cavalry, light artillery, &c. were 
in advance at Nicolino, Roudnia^ and Inkovo, 

Davoust and Mortier were on the left bank of 
the Dneiper, at Dubrovna, 

Prince Poniatofsky .had orders to move from his 
post at Mohiloff, and remain at Romanoff to 
strengthen IJavoust. 

Thus stood the two opposing armies on the ele- 
venth of August. 



During these respective movements the Fm- 
peror Alexander's attention was engaged in pro- 
viding reinforcements from his own empire to sup- 
port its armament, and in strengthening its position 
by treaties of peace and alliance. Turkey signed 
its deed of pacification notwithstanding the Ma- 
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chiaveltian exertioDS of the French to prevent it ; 
and, ill xpite of every intri^e from tlie ttame quar- 
ter, the reunion with England was proclaimed. 

The happy cotichision of the tedious, bnt to 
Russia, glorious war with the Ottoman, was re- 
ceived by Alexander at the close of the month of 
July, and the respective bonds of amity were ex- 
changed at Bucharest. The country was not more 
indebted for the acceleration of this event, to the 
arms than to the wisdom of General Count Kon- 
tousotf, the successful commander of the army of 
the Danube. The Kmperor shewed the estima- 
tion in which such services should be held, by con- 
ferring on him the title of Prince of the Kussian ■ 
empire. This venerable hero, full of age and of 
glory, having so honourably terminated the Turkish 
war, and feeling that nature required renovation 
after the fatigues of so many arduous campaigns, 
quitted the cares of a camp, and retired to St. 
Petersburgh, there to repose in the bosom of his 
family, and to enjoy with virtuous satisfaction the 
gratitude and the congratulations of iiis country- 
men. 

On this illustrious veteran's resignation, the army 

of the Danube devolved on Admiral Tchitchagoff. 

He had been deputed by. the Emperor to assist in 

^t --^^ . *^)r peace with Turkey, and that 

ed, when Koutousoff retired, his 

commissioned the gallant Admiral 

Vs military station. It may seem 
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ejitraertlmary that fi waman should be placed in S9 
eminetft a post in Uie land service. But the com- 
prehensive talents of Tchitchagoflf, the wide grasp of 
bis abilities and acquirements in all that relates' 
to the art of war, whether on the ocean or in 
the field, were sufficient to justify to the whole em- 
pire the choice of the Emperor in this respect. 

Tcbitchagoff had scarcely been in possession of 
^is new duties, when circumstances called upon 
him to put to the proof his talents for a command 
so totally different from any he had hitherto held ; 
and to accomplish which requires the most perfect 
military skill, viz. a long march, and all the various 
movements of armies. He receiv«d orders to lose 
no time in bringing his troops up from the banks of 
the Danube and the Prout, to those of the Boug. 

The enemy had a strong corps on the Boug, 
chiefly composed of Anstrians under Prince Swart- 
zenberg, and Saxcms under Renier^ the whole, 
probably, amounting to forty tliousand men. The 
Austrians having passed the river in the vicinity of 
Droggitchin, advanced to Proujany and Pinsk, and 
moving thence through Sloutz, by slow marches ap- 
proached Minsk. 

Renier and his Saxons, on the retreat of Bra- 
gation, moved on to Slonim, and occupied that towui 
and also Proujany and Kobrine. 

It has already been mentioned that a body of 
troops, amounting to eight thousand mea, under the 
command of General Kamenskoy, had been cut off 
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from the-second army, and tbat the General, teeing 
no alternative, determined on making an attempt 
to join the troops of Torniozoff, who, he judged, 
must then be at Loatzk. Being; aware that every 
moment, in the prosecution of this enterprize was 
of inestimable value, and finding that the enemy 
were in possession of the whole of the country on 
his left, he saw the probability of their pushing for- 
ward to block up the ground between Bremt-Litoff 
and Kobrine, This would completely ruin his pro- 
ject. And not to give them time for such a raoTe- 
ment, he advanced with all the rapidity in bis 
power, and to his glad surprise, on approaching 
Kobrine on the 26th of July, fell in with a smalt 
detachment from the army of observation, under 
Count de Ijambert. This fortunate junction not 
only placed him in security, but enabled him and his 
new' colleague to form a plan of advancing toge- 
ther, and of driving the enemy from Kobrine. 

Their reconnoitering parties, as well as the 
peasantry, brought (hem information that the town 
was occupied by the advanced guard of the Saxons, 
but in no very great force, under the command of 
General Klingel. 

When the Russian forces drew near the enemy's 
quarters, they observed the negligence of the Sax- 
ons in guarding the town, in short they seemed in 
the most perfect security against the idea of any at. 
tack. Kamenskoy instantly issued orders that the 
whole of the troops should cross the small river 
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Monyavitz, and that the asauU should be piade in 
three different points. The command was no sooner 
given, than obeyed. 

The attack began by the Russians charging' the 
detachment on the bridge,and making them prison- 
ers. This post was about a werst from the city. Hav- 
ing gained this advantage without opposition, the 
little army advanced. One division, of four thou- 
sand men, proceeded on the high road, directly to 
the town, where it met with, and drove back a 
party of the enemy, who by this time had taken 
alarm. The rest of the' Russian troops moved to 
the right and left, coming in upon the great roads 
leading towards Brest- Lotoflsky and Pinzk. The 
enemy was now assaulted at alt points, and being 
thus hemmed in so unexpectedly, a most desperate 
and sanguinary conflict ensued, which lasted nine 
hoars. The various acts of extraordinary bravery 
displayed on both sides, produced a terrible carnage, 
the horroi-5 of which became more conspicuous from 
the narrowness of the ground on which the com- 
batants contended. 

General Klingel, seeing the greater part of his 
forces either killed or wounded, and his best of- 
ficers fdlling around him, determined to save the 
rest by an immediate surrender to the victors. 
' Thus was the day won. And the fruits of it to 
the Russians were eight pieces of cannon, with four 
standards; and the commander of. the Saxon divi- 
sion, with seventy officers, and two thousand five 
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hundred men, taken prisonotii. ^Tbe euetny had 
more than a thousand killed and wounded. The 
Russian troops also suflfered, but not so severity, 
losing only three or four hundred men, including' 
one colonel ^nd ten officers. 

Not many days after the achievement of this 
brilliant affair, Major General Tcliaplitz entered 
Kobrine at the head of a considerable corps; being 
the advance of the main body under Tormoeoff. 
He had been apprized of the Amtriaos having 
moved towards Minzk ; and determining to attack 
the corps of Saxons left to occupy the country they 
had quitted, he directed his march to Kobrine: 
and there found his intentions had been most ad- 
vantageonsly prevented by the execution of the 
same plan, by the brave Kanienskoy and De Lam> 
bcrt. To pui'wio this success, he ordered Tchap- 
litz to hasten his march, and in conjunction with 
the two victorious gcnGials, proceed upon Slonim. 
Tormbzoff would then follow with the remainder as 
quickly as possible. 

According to these orders, the united divisions 
put themselves in motion ; and advanced, without 
molestation, to within a few wersts of the city, 
where they discovered the enemy in great strength. 

Renier, on being acquainted with the diacomfi'* 
ture of General Klingel, despatched a courier to 
Prince Swartzenberg, directing him instantly to 
measure back his. steps; that a sufficient force 
might be collected to oppose the successful Russians. 
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The reunion being made, the army put itself in 
motioD ; and falling upon the Russian advance, 
cotnpeUed it to take a backward direction. 

Meanwhile, General Tormozo£f had proceeded 
as he intended, and taken up a position on a line o£ 
heights between Kobrine and Proujany. In his 
Iront, and on his right, he had a deep morass appa- 
rently impassable. At the edge of it was situated 
the village of Goroditzka; from which projected a 
long dyke that led to the foot of the Russian posi- 
tion. His left stretched towards the little town of 
Podubrie, being strengthened by nearly thirty 
pieces of cannon. These artillery at the same time 
commanded this approach, and another of a similar 
nature, which, crossing the morass near Podubrie, 
ran into a deBte leading to the road which commu- 
nicated with that of Kobrine. Thus protected, 
Tormozoff judged himself so advantageously situ- 
ated as to be enabled to destroy the greater part 
of the enemy, should they attempt to attack him by 
these avenues. In order to give more security to 
his left, and to act as a reserve in case of necessity, 
he posted, at some distance in his rear, several bat- 
talions of infantry, a large body of cavalry, and 
most of his Ught artillery. 

Having made these commanding dispositions, be 
did not see occasion to occwpy the town of Podu- 
brie, which was situated at some distance on the 
opposite defile ; neither did be place any forces in a 
wood, which was a little in its rear; and stretching 
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along the back of the hi^h road leading to Ko- 
brine, occupied a considerable portion of ground. 
He supposed that both places were sufficiently safe 
from any attempt of the enemy j as the command- 
ing situation of the heights he filled, and the do- 
mineering station of his artillery, seemed to de- 
nounce destruction on even the moiit distant ap- 
proach of a hostile force. 

The allied troops, at this point, were as deterofin- 
ed as the Russians were resolute. They steadily 
took possession ofthe village of Goroditzka, and the 
mouths of the defiles leading to the dykes. Their 
right was commanded by Renier, and their left by 
Prince Swartzenberg. The former soon learnt 
from his reconnoitering parties that the Russian 
General had neglected to occupy Podubrie, as well 
as the wood covering the high road to Kobrine. 
Renier lost no time in profiting by this oversight; 
and takirtg possession of both, filled the former 
.with cavalry, and the latter with formidable bodies 
of infantry and artillery. While these orders were 
obeying he aj)prisecl Swartzenberg of the omission 
on the part of the opposing General, 'and begged 
instant reinforcements, to enable him to attack. the 
Russian left and drive it from its elevated position. 
The whole of the day of the eleventh of August 
was thus employed by the allied troops, in seizing 
the neglected advantages ; and marching with the 
greatest caution towards the point which they 
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deemed the most vulperable on their adversary's 
side. 

From the concentrated position of General Tor- 
mozoff, and his supposed secuiity in that position, 
the enemy found Httle difficulty in making- all his 
movements unobserved. He placed a strong force 
on the left of the Russians, destined to issue from 
the wood at different points, and to form on tlie inter- 
vening ground j whence they were to advance in 
firm battalion to put in execution the whole of their 
general's plan. 

Accordingly, at day-dreak, on the twelfth of the 
month, Tormozoff was astonished by the informa- 
tion that the enemy was approaching from the 
wood on his left, and endeavouring to form on the 
low ground. The surprise was only that of a 
moment; for the Russian General immediately 
seized on the only means to remedy the consequences - 
of his two great confidence in his position ; and or- 
dering a heavy battery to open upon the collecting 
ranks of the allies, sent to his reserve to advance in 
rear of bis left, and present an intimidating front to 
the enemy. Even this he did not deem sufficient 
for the occasion, but he strengthened, his line with 
troops from his right. 

These dispositions were prompt. A tremendous 
fire from the Russian guns, and their infantry, pour- 
ed upon the heads of the allied forces; yet they 
stood ail with firmness ; formed, and advanced con- 
fidently to the attack, supported by light artillery 
and horse. 
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Tlieir courage met with as itrare a reception, and 

the charges on both sides were sustained and re- 
newed with the most unshaken obstinacy. Incal- 
cnlable numbers now appeared to issue from the 
wood in every direction ; and notwithstanding the 
incessant cannonade from tlie Uiissian battery 
mowed down hundreds as they emerged from the 
trees, the survivors rushed on, dauntless, to the suc- 
cour of the foremost legions, who were ah-eady 
falling beneath the bayonet and musketry of their 
opponents. The conflict, on this spot, was that of 
man to man ; every heart as well as arm, seemed 
engaged iu the contest, and shed its last drop to 
purchase the victory. But reinforcements thronged 
in on the side of the French; they seemed endless : 
and the Russians, calling up a double portion of 
spirit to oppose so great a superiority in body, ex- 
erted themselves to almost preternatural strength, 
to drive their advei-saries back into the wood. 
They were received with as resolute a courage ; 
and the combatants parted not on this spot, till both 
were mingled in wounds and death on the same 
earth. 

While General Renier thus deteiminately pursued 
his object, nothing doubting that it would finally 
lead him to the possession of the heij^lits ; Prince 
Swartzenberg, perceiving that the Russians directed 
their chief attention to the defence of their left, 
tlionght it well to distract their movements, by 
making an attempt to pass the morass. To this 
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(luty he detaclied a considerable body of infantry, 
but the project failed. The men sunk at every 
step, and betitme so c iitangled in the boggy ground 
as to be unable either to advance or return; and 
thus fell an easy prey to the well-directed 6re of 
the Russian musketry. 

Notwithstanding the <liti:)|>poii)tii]'eiit of this rash 
measure, the hop^s of the enemy were not in tlie 
l^ast damped ; he continued the most tinintermitted 
endeavours to turn the Russian leti; and, by means 
of fresh troops, extended his own right far enough, 
he believed, to outflank his adversary. In fact, 
nearly the whole of the allied forces had been suc- 
cessiuliy brought up to this object.* 

Finding that the enemy was thus powerfully en- 
abled to continue the attack, the Russian General 
thought it prudent to change his front. To effect 
this, he called out several strong divisions to his 
support, from his right ; and also brought up fresh 
cavalry and artillery, which he ordered to march 
on the left of the unbroken reserve ; and present, 
by these manreuvres, a very extended flank. This 
menacing line he made yet more formidabk, by 
strengthening it with every corps he could safely 
spare fiom his ceutre and his right. 

Renier, seeing that the Russian General was not 

/ backward in preparing means to counterbalance his 

augmented powers, redoubled .his eflbrts to win the 

day at any sacrifice; and, if possible, the battle 

became more despetate and sanguinary. He af- 
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tempted, at the point of the bayonet, to dislodge 
the Russians from the new position they had as- 
sumed, but in vain. A great part of the French 
artillery was dismounted by the retaliation of their 
enemy j and after many fruitless efforts of the allied 
. troths to make an impression, they were forced 
back with a slaughter that was horrible. The 
Hussian cavalry, not lailing to take advantage of 
this, charged them to the very skirts of the wood. 
The day began to close faj^t. Yet the losses of the 
enemy only seemed to add to the determination of 
their general. Renier again advanced with the 
remains of his discomfited troops; but he did not 
bring them alone. They wera supported by six 
fresh battftiions of infanti-y, and several regfiments 
of Austrian hulans, hussars, and Saxon horse; and 
so efficient an accession to his strength, filled him 
with confidence that before darkness should cover 
the dreadful events of the day, he should be able 
to overpower his conquerors, and not merely drive 
but precipitate them from the long-contested 
heights. Again the carnage was renewed. The 
RiissijLn artillery seemed to rain fire upou the last 
effort of their still struggling enemy; and nothing . 
but night separated the combatants. 

The allies took up their former position at Po- 
dubrie: and General Tormozoff, having repulsed 
the enemy in so many attacks, decided upon retir- 
ing to Kobrine. To effect this before dawn, or- 
ders were. issued to draw off the artillery* and to 
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put the whole army into motion, leaving a strong , 
detachment on the field to cover their movements, 
in case, when morninof broke, the enemy should 
venture to renew hostilities. Tormozoff's measures 
were taken so well that his troops reached their 
place of destination within the timej and the rear 
guard joined them with the rising sun, without 
having , met more annoyance from the allies, than 
seeing their hovering squadrons at a distance, 
Renier no sooner perceived that Tormozoff had 
left the heights, than he made a show of following 
him -y hut from the severe proof he had already re- 
'ceived of Russian resistance, he did not attempt 
any thing seridus to impede his advance. Tormo- 
zoff and his brave legions, therefore arrived, with- 
out firing another musket, on the hanks of the 
Monyawitz. After passing over the bridge on that 
river, they destroyed it in spite of the exertions of 
the enemy, who, the moment he was aware of the 
Russian design, brought up a few pieces of artil- 
lery, but without effect, as Toi-mozoff saw his men 
proceed and accomplish their work with determined 
coolness. 

The loss of the Russians on this memorable 
twelfth of August, amounted to four thousand killed 
and wounded ; and that of the enemy under Renier 
acfd Prince Swartzenbei^ to upwards of five thou- 
sand men, besides three hundred that were taken 
prisoners. Several officers of rank were wounded 
on both sides, but none fell of particular note;. 
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Gbneral Essen, who commanded the army of 
Riga, had long since put that fine city into a state 
of [o^paratioD to stand a sie^e. Its magnificent 
uburbs were levelled with the ground ; and every 
obstacle displaced that could impede tlie fire from 
its foi-tiiications, or facilitate the approaches of an 
enemy. The garrison had been gi-eatly augmented j 
and as strong a force as could be spared, was sta- 
tioned under the oi'ders of JGssen himself, as a coTer- 
ing army, in the environs. 

To give additional strength to these dispositions, 
he sent General licwis, with several battalions of 
infantry, a considerable corps of artillery, a regi- 
ment of hulans, a body of Cossacs, and a heavy 
force of dragoons, to occupy Eckau, and to post 
themselves in the neighbourhood of Bouske. 

The Prussians had been stationed between Mit- 
tau and Riga, under the immediate command of 
' , General Grawart, and formed a part of General 
Macdonald's division, whojSe head-quarters were 
then at Yacobstadt. Finding that the Russians 
had advanced and possessed themselves of Eckau^ 
Grawart feared that their force might so accumu- 
late as to cut off his direct communication with 
Macdonald. To prevent this, he determined to al- 
tack tbem before their reinforcements could arrive;. 
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and, if possible, compel them to fall - back upon 
Riga. ^ 

With this intention, he ordered a chosen corps 
of his troops to proceed to the quarter occupied by 
the Russians. On the mornings of the eighteenth of 
July, several bodies of Prussian hussars were dis- 
covered reconooitermg close to the outposts of Ge- 
neral Lewis. They were no sooner perceived than 
attacked by a few. squadrons of hulans, who 
obliged them to retire, leaving many prisoners in 
their hands. 

This rencontre gave information to the Ras- 
sians of the formidable advance of the enemy ; for 
it was immediately followed by the knowledge of 
the great strength in which he was approaching. 
One division, from the neighbourhood of Kanken, 
and covered by General Kliest, came on to the left, 
and seemed determined, by its menacing position, 
to take possession of the ground occupied by the 
Russians. Another division posted itself on the 
high road leading to Eckau, whence it was to 
move at a certain time upon their right and 
centre. 

General Essen was ~ not intimidated by these 
threatening demonstrations, but redoubling his pre- 
paratioia for resistance, awaited the attack with an ' 
eager courage, impatient, of delay. 

No sooner bad the Prussian left column presented 
itself to the contest, than it was greeted by k 
sweeping fire from a strong battery on a .height 
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'that ccrered the right fiank o. the Russians. At 
the same ioatant tlieir cavalry rushed forward, and 
charged a party of huljiiis* who were stationed near 
the entrance of a narrow defile, to prevent the Rus- 
sian horse falling on the Prussian infantry. 

The cannonade doing much execution on the 
Prussian left column, General, Kliest thought it ne- 
cessary to begin his closer movements by falling 
suddenly upon the Russian loft. The firnmess with 
which he was' received^ rather checked the force of 
his charge 3 but he persisted again and again to re- 
new the attack, till an assault, continued for several 
hours, and as resolutely ■ repulsed, proved to him 
that to shake the firm station hi^ adversary had as- 
sumed was impossible. Every foot of ground was - 
disputed in every part of the field, with an admirable 
resolution. But General Lewis, finding his right 
very hardly pressed by a division of the eneray just 
freshened by new reinforcements, thought it pru- 
dent to draw off his troops, and take a post nearer 
Riga, l^his he effected in such good order, and 
with so commanding a front, that the Prussian Gene- 
ral did not venture to follow him. He took up his. 
station at Dalenkirke. 

This was the fir»t affair in which the Prussians 
were compelled to enter the lists against their ancient 
ally ; and the rencontre had been of a kind, (al- 
though the Russians left them in quiet possession of 
the disputed ground), that gave them no wish to 
hui-ry again into a similar trial of martial prowess. 
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The loss on this occasion was not great on either 
\ side. The Russians had about six hundred killed 
and wounded ; and the Prussians lost nearly the 
same number. 

After this affair, the troops of both states, remain- 
ed for nearly a month without any action of conse- 
quence taking place between them. Meanwhile 
the French forces in the vicinity of Shlock, received 
augmentations ; and reports were in circulation that 
the besieging train of heavy artillery from Dantzie 
was on its march, in order to commence immediate 
operations against Riga. Indeed General Essen 
received positive infol-mation that a corps from the 
French reserve in Germany, had set out towards his 
station, to ' attack him, and assist in the proposed 
siege. He was also told that this detachment was 
so strong as to render the presence of the Prussians 
no longer necessary ; and that, on its arrival, they 
■frere to proceed-to Dinabourgto join Macdonald. 

Essen, aware that should the French reinforce- 
ment come up while the Prussians remained un- 
broken in their present position, he should be con- 
strained to fight at a terrible disadvantage, deter- 
mined to, at least, disconcert part of the plan, by 
immediately attacking the Prussians, and to leave 
no effort unexerted to drive them back upon Mittau, 
and to the opposite bank of the Aa. 

The enemy had stationed himself well. The 
situation was particularly commanding on his right, 
being at a short distance from the town of Eckau, 
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and crossing the high road near Dcaken, which 
place was occBpied by his troops. . The position 
was rendered still stronger by eotreDchments well 
furnished with artillery. His centre was equally 
well secured ; as its left was flanked by the Mouso, 
a branch of the river Aa. There was also a con- 
siderable corps placed between these stations and 
the Lake Babite ; thus forming a link of commuoi- 
cation with those near Shlock. 

The Prussians being thus marshalled, General 
Essen deemed the most successful point of attack 
would be on their right, and to this he directed his 
whole DianoeuTres. He ordered a corps under the 
command of General Viliamoff, to make a falite 
charge upon the centre ; hoping,^ by this stroke, to 
induce the enemy to despatch troops from his flanks, 
to its support. Meanwhile he had directed that a 
ibrmidable division of gun-boats, filled with troops, 
(which had arrived a few days before from Dina- 
mond, under Admiral Ton Moller), should disem- 
bark pait of their men, who were to assist in dis- 
lodging the Prussians from Schlock, whilst the flo- 
tilla should proceed up the river to take them in 
flank and in rear. 

With such arrangements General Essen promised 
himself the completion of his most sanguine hopes ; 
and his army, sympathizing with their Commander, 
on the 23d of August, advanced in the highest 
spirits to the attack. It began fr.om the iek with 
great fury : and in defiance of all the defences of art 
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and of bravery, the Prussian entrenchments were 
carried by the Kussians at the point of the bayonet. 
But here again was to be made manifest the error 
of a headlong pursuit I The intrepid Russians,- as 
eager in Victory, as resolute in acquiring it, leaping 
the works they had so bravely won, and following^ 
up with breathless ardour their retreating foe, laid 
open their own ranks ; and a large body of Russian 
cavalry perceiving the advantage, rushed in upon 
, them, and taking them in the disorder incident to ^ 
a pursuit, made a terrible slaughter. Notwithstand- 
ing the surprise of this assault, and the great power 
of a fresh body of troops, over a corps of infantry 
fatigued firom their late achievement, though full of 
exulting bravery, the Russians receded not from the 
field of their victory till it was strewed with their ' 
bleeding bodies; and then, witha constant contest, 
though a backward step, they gallantly and slowly 
retreated beyond their lines of defence. 

This turn in favour of the enemy, gave him time 
to ' rally through all his ranks, and to return to his 
guns. His right which had suffered so severely, 
was now supported by an addition of eight pieces 
of flying artillery, which General Grawart brought 
up with admirable promptitude. Battle was again 
oti^red, and with ^an air of triumph, by the 
allies, which only roused the valour of the Rus- 
sians to redoubled exertions. The fight recom- 
menced with fiiry. The Prussians conducted them- 
selves with bravery and skill, but the Russian energy 
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ttt last tiiLly prevailed; and, crowned with coiD{dete 
success, they saw the discomfited flank of the ene- 
my assume a retrograde naovetnent, and then fairly 
abandoned the field. It was soon followed by the 
' Prussian centre, which had suffered but little, hav- 
ing been only slightly engaged, and that with the 
feint of General Viliamoff. 

At this juncture news was brought to General 
£ssen, that circumstances had proved so adverse to 
the Commander of the flotilla, he could not pro- 
ceed further with his forces than Schlock; but that 
he had obliged the enemy to retire from that place^ 
and had now taken possession of it himself, as be 
found it impossible to carry his boats farther op the 
Aa. By this failure on his part, (though not his 
fau}t), the assistance of the flotilla being denied to 
General Essen, one part of that officer's plan wvs 
frustrated. His intended operations on the enemy's 
right were entirely prevented ; but as those on his 
loft had succeeded in driving him back to Mittau, 
£ssen was reconciled to the disappointment of one 
part, by the glorious success of the other. 

The Russians in this aflair took six hundred and fifty 
prisoners, besides a great many officers not included 
in that number. The-total loss, in killed and wound- 
ed, of the enemy, simounted to nearly one thousand 
five hundred ; and on the part of Russia, about 
six hundred killed and wounded. 

It is a singular fact, that although no official de- 
claration of peace between Great Britain and the 
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Kassian Empire had at this time been published, 
nor even publicly rumioured, yet arrangements were 
carrying on between the countries as if in the full 
confidence of such an amity. We find British 
armed vessels, acting- in concert with those of 
Russia, ever since the 20th July, 1812 ; and in the 
report made by Admiral Von MoUer, to General 
Essen, on that expedition, and during his contest 
with Swartzenberg and Renter, he says, " There 
were six armed English vessels, under the command 
of Captain Stuart, detached up the river Aa, while 
ten of our gun-boats landed a thousand troops to 
attack the enemy who occupied the town of 
Schlock and its environs." 

. Whatever secrecy, with the regard to the grand 
object, had been maintained during the time of ne- 
gotiation, this circumstance was a sufficient adver- 
tisement to the public that such kindly dispositions 
were afioat between the two states, as much, ere 
long proclaim to the world a reunion, which has 
ever been the wishj as it is the interest, of both 
people. 

Sweden was the scene of this happy adjustment. 
Mr. Thornton, our Minister at that court, was to 
act for England in that momentous discussion ; and 
the event has shewn how well he merited the trust 
reposed in his abilities. General Von Suckteline 
appeared on the part of his Imperial Majesty Alex- 
ander. And these two distinguished individuals, 
(empowered by their respective i*oyal masters to re- 
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store» on the foundatioo of truth and honoor, tho 
ancient friendship between their coantries, from its 
late suspension,) had the happiness to fulfil their 
high -mission to the satisfaction of their sovereig^ns, 
and with the gratnlations of all their fellow sub- 
jects. 

As soon as this reunion, on which the liberties of 
Europe seem to have depended, was brought to its 
accomplishment, the happy tidings were made pub- 
lic by the following ukase, which was despatched 
to St. Fetersburgh, to Moscow, and to all the cities 
of the Imperial dominions : 

** The PEACE WITH ENGLAND, so gen- 
rally and so long desired, is at length re-establisbed. 
We hasten to announce it, knowing that it has been 
as ardently the wJ^ of our faithful subjects as of 
England herself. Feeling acutely for the decay in- 
to which our commerce fell by the disunion of the 
two countries, we lose not a moment in seeking to 
revive it to new energies, by the proclamation of an 
amity so rich in benefits to both paiiies. Nay, we 
even go before forms, in our tenderness for the 
public good and the public anxiety ; and, without 
waiting for the ofHcial ratificatiun of the deed of 
peace, we thus open before our people all its advan- 
tages. Unwilling that more of the summer should 
pass away, without having yielded those fruits to 
the two nations, which only commerce can bring. 
We order, from this day, that all our. ports on the 
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Baltic Sea, on the White Sea, and on the Kapk Sea, 
shall be thrown open to the Sng^lish vessels; an^ 
that'every commercial relationship may instantly 
re-commence between our empire and that of Gre^ 
Britain. 

(Signed) 

" Given at St. Petersburgh, Aug. 4tb, O. S. 181S. 
Aug. IStb.N. S. 1812." 

It is not possible to describe the universal joy 
with which this proclamation was received. The 
higher orders celebrated the event with every spe- 
cies of social gratalationj and the low^ ranks, 
from the trader to the peasant, evinced their gra- 
titude in honest transports, which made the Em- 
peror feel that, in signing the peace with England, 
he had bestowed a benefit on his country which 
penetrated to the hearts of all his people. 

By entering into amicable connections with the 
Porte, he had liberated the army of the Danube, 
and could now* turn its strength upon the common 
«Demy ; and by renewing his friend^ip with Great 
Britain, he had opened to his subjects and his trea- 
sury all the resources of industry and an extended 
commerce. Thetiie -were blessings to which Alex<- 
andef was as sensible as his subjects ; and the joy 
he gave, he participated. Nothing seemed wanting 
to perfect the happiness of his people, but the driv- 
ing back, to the utmost limits of the empire, the 



i:,GoogIe 



■ invader who now so audaciously tnenaced its inde- 
pendence. And, to effect this, the Emperor, the lord, 
and the vassal, ceased not day nor night to join with 
one interest in accamulating the armies of patriots 
■which were to complete the deliverance of their 
country. 

Every werst the enemy advanced within the Rus- 
sian empire, increased the hatred of the peasantry 
towards him. And every act of affected concilia- 
tion ; every offer which his ag;ents proffered of en- 
franchisement from the command of their lords ; 
every promise of liberty, rewards, and honours 
from the Great Napoleon; only filled the'brave 
sons of ancient Scythia with indij^nation against the 
seductions of the tyrant, and with a firmer devotion 
to their native lords. 

The spirit of war which the Corsican has intro- 
duced, is one which was never before know in Chns- 
tendom ! A spirit of universal destruction ; a spirit 
of merciless devastation ; a spirit which emulates 
heathen butcheries, and alike slaughters men in 
arms, and men without them, feeble age and help- 
less tvoman, and infancy in vain stretching its in- 
nocent hands for pity. This inhuman mode of 
warfare ronsed the unhappy Tyrolese against their 
murderer ; this sanguinary persecution called forth 
the heavy vengeance of the Spaniard ; and this ex- 
terminating system, constrained the Russian to repel 
its attacks with a sword ruthless as its own. 

It frequently happened that .when the prisoners 
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taken in these several rencontres, wer^ on their way 
to be conveyed for security into the interior, their 
guards could hardly preserve them from the vehe- 
' ment revenge of the peasantry. And one (in- 
stance where their indig&ant enthusiasm was allowed 
to take the reins, I cannot forbear recording. 

A'detachment of French prisoners, conducted by 
a very small escort, having arrived in a village in 
the government of Twer, and bordering upon that 
of Smolensk, had the address, by superiority of 
numbers and snbtilty of contrivance, to overpower 
their guard, and seizing their arms, would have ex- 
tirpated them on the spot, had not the peaspintry 
risen to their rescue. While one company of hardy 
rustics flew to the succour of the soldiers, another 
rang the alarm-bell of the village ; and the military, 
finding themselves again armed with the little arsenal 
of the village, and backed by its intrepid sous, soon 
compelled their treacherous adversarie's to cry for 
quarter ; which was not allowed to be granted till 
most of them had fallen a sacrifice to their desperate 
act of folly. But the consequences of this minor 
battle did not end here. The noise of the tocsin 
spi-ead the alarm throughout the neighbourhood, and 
thence to the whole government. Nothing less was > 
believed than that the French had entered the dis- 
trict in great power. The niore formidable the re- 
port, the more eager was the zeal to oppose them. 
Multitudes flocked towards the scene of action from 
all quarters ; and before the evening closed', nearly 
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nine tbotisand well armed men vere arranged un- 
der the standards of tbeir respective lords. Being* 
under the conviction that the French had really 
reached their province, it was with the g^reatest dif- 
ficulty that this -magnanimous people were prevent- 
ed setting fire to their eropti of standing com : *' If 
-they are not to be for us," cried they, " tbey shall 
not be left for the enemy !" 

Instances of this kind daily presented themselves ; 
proving that there is no policy so good in the end» 
even to the most selfish man, eis a perfectly disinte- 
rested conduct in. times of public calamity ; a sor- 
did attention to individual interest, in these critical 
periods, never fails, by dividing what ought to form 
ihe collected strength of the whole body, to leave 
the weak parts so exposed to an enemy that he has 
very little trouble in making them his own. It is 
indeed strange, that we see so few instances of this 
only true political wisdom. We find many nations 
talk of loyalty, of liberty, of patriotism ; we bear 
individiials pronounce orations on these themes ; but 
who has proved these subjects like the Russian ? 
It is not every where that men are called upon' to 
preserve their country by the burning of their har- 
vests, and the conflagration of their cities; but 
every man hsa it in his power to ^Acrifice his loxu- 
ries to the public good, to immolate bis prejudices 
before the laws and their ministers; and to forget 
every short-sighted interest, either of his own or his 
eountry's, in that of the great object which now 
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agitates the world — the iadepcndence of more than 
Europe from the yoke of a tyrant ! 



The army of Count Vigtenstein continued to 
occupy the ground it had taken up after the affairs 
of the tenth and eleventh of August. But cm his 
having been reinforced by jieyeral battalions from 
Dinaboorg, he determined no longer to - allow 
Davoust quietly to augment his force in the position 
he at present held close to Folotzk, and which was 
daily strengthening by the judicious labours of his 
engineers. ' This General was hourly receiving fresh 
corps of Bavarians and Saxons, and no incon- 
nderable detachments from the army of Mac- 
donald. 

When Yigtenstein calculated that his numbers 
were at all adequate to the attack he meditated^ he 
put his army in motion. It was on the seven- 
teenth of August that he marched them forward in 
two columns. One, took the Bialo road, and tlie 
other the Smolianovo, that they might make them- 
selves masters of the advantageous ground on the 
left of the former. This was executed by pursuing 
a path not far from th& small town of Gamzelei^, 
where the face of the coimtry becomes elevated, 
and intersected by deep defiles. Through tfaes^ 
the troops were obliged to pasH, to form themselves 
in order of battle. A very few hours brought both 
eolumns to the desired station.- 
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On the enemy learning the advance of the Rus- 
sians, they moved from their lines of defence, and 
hastened to give him a check before he could reach 
the vantage point, which they judged was his object. 
But in this they were disappointed ; however Oadi- 
not lost no time in forming his dispositions, as he 
wished to make head against the Russians already 
formed, and prevent thotte still in the defiles from 
gaining their line. 

The penetrating eye of Vigtenstein frustrated 
Uiese intentions, by despatching a considerable corps 
of artillery and light troo[t3 to cover the march of 
his people through the defiles 3 and to clear the 
openings of the enemy, while he moved onword 
with his left supported by some regiments of 
cavalry. 

The rapidity with which thp Russian soldiers 
obeyed the piompt suggestions of their General's 
mind was so amazing, that Oudinot found himself 
baffled in every manoeuvre. In a favourable mo- 
menj; Vigtenstein ordered a heavy fire to be opened 
. upon the unformed mas»es of the enemy ; and 
they, being in a very exposed situation, found them- 
selves obliged to recoil on each other; thus, gain- 
ing a temporary escape at the expence of throw- 
ing thein rear into no inconsiderable disorder. 
Meanwhile, Vigtenstein having brought up a divi- 
sion of flying artillery on his extreme flank, it did 
its duty so efliectually as to render the confusion of 
the French;, in that part of the line^ almost de&- 
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perate. His next movement was to order the 
cavalry to attack ; and the shock they.gave to the 
only -firm body of the enemy, completely laid his 
flank open to the operations of the Russian». 
Yigtenstein pursaed the advantage, and making the 
signal to his heroes they charged with their whole 
force. At this crisis, amidst the multitudes that 
fell, Marshal Oudinot received a dangenjus wound 
in the shoulder, and was carried off the field. His 
wound was felt to the farthest ranks of his army, for 
a complete confusion and carnage ensued along thi» 
part of the line, which spread dismay to the centre ; 
and communicating to the left, filled all with a 
consternation so extreme, that nothing seemed left 
but to retire upon their lines of defence. It was 
now a flight rather than a retreat ; disorder was 
in every rank, fear in every breast ; and as they 
precipitately abandoned the field, hundreds fell 
beneath the sabres and bayonets of their pur- 
suers, whilst a discharge of grape from the ^vtU- 
lery swept down all before it with a tremeodous 
havock. 

This victory was achieved by the Russians with 
very little loss qn their side, but that of the enemy 
^yas, immense. 

; Count YigteDstein having driven them far beyond 
their entrenchments, chose .to xwcupy that strong' 
ground himself; and on this commanding situation, 
make able dispositions to meet, succeeding con- 
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When Oudinot was wounded, the command de- 
volved upon Geaeral Gouvion St. Cyr ; who, beings 
ambitious to have the credit of retrievin^f the hoaoor 
of the division, lost by the failure of his predeces- 
sor, determined to renew the attack the next day. 
To this end he called up every succour within his 
reach, and brought forward every soldier at aU ca- 
pable of bearing arms after the sanguinary contest 
of Uie preceding day. The Bavarians, under Count 
Wrede, were placed on the right. Saint Cyr took 
the command of the centre in person; giv- 
ing the left to General Maison, who had succeeded 
General Terdeir; the latter t^cer having been - 
severely wounded in the late affair. 

Thotigh prepared fur the enemy, yet, having just 
chastised him so completely, Count Vigtenstein did 
not mean to provoke him to resume hostiliUes im* 
mediately; but preferred remaining within his bnes, 
H« had detached a sufficient force to prevent Itfao- 
donald from advancing on him from Dinabourg. 
That eity, from its compai-atively insignificant im- 
portance at the present juncture, had been evacuat- 
ed by fhe itussiaiis ; but hot before they bad 
destroyed ev^y article within it that \»ukl be of 
use to the enemy. By withdrawing from ^t town, 
a valoable accession of troops were raabled to jein 
the ariily on the Dwina. And, owing to the situa- 
Hoa of the PHMiians in the vicinity of Riga, Mae» 
don&ld dared not with safety brei^ up his means of 
communication either with that corps or the troops 
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of OiHlinot ; one of which he must have cut off, had 
he formed a junction with either. 

About twelve O^clock at noon on the 18th, Saint 
Cyr began to move, under cover of a strong battery 
of artillery. Thus protected, he formed his ImBt 
and proceeded to the attack. Count Vigtenstein, 
allowed him to make these demonstrations without 
interruption. The French general then ordered 
the Bavarians to begin the battle on the rigM with 
their guns. This was the signal for the cannonade 
to run down the whole line. Both armies being so 
near, and in sucli complete array for the contest, a 
dischai^e from the whole of the French infantry 
followed the thunder of their artillery. It was 
answered by the Russians with equal energy. The 
enemy had added to the strength of his left a well 
appointed battery on the bank of the Dwina, which 
now began its play upon the adverse troops. How- 
ever the brave Russians regarded it not, but charg- 
ed to the very mouths of the guns, and with the 
points of their bayonets drove the enemy in that 
quarter back to their reserve. This bold attack was 
supported by several squadrons of dragoons, who 
followed the advantage, trampling down, and de- 
stroying the Fiench infantry, who now but faintly 
defended themselves. The rest ded to their en- 
trenchments. 

Vigtenstein, meanwhile, piied the centre ; but 
here the ctmflict was very severe. It repelled all 
bis efforts with the greatest bravery for a consider- 
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able time, but the persevering heroism of the Rus- 
sians at last made them give grotiiid, and they too 
fell back towards their lines of defence. The right 
being yet unbroken, defended ita^lf well, and many 
acts of individual bravery were here distinguished j 
but General Wrede seeing all his exertions una- 
vailing, and that none of the dispersed French 
troops attempted to return to the attack, felt him- 
self obliged, after so long and gallant a resistance, 
lo follow the retreating legions; and, like them, 
take refuge beyond their lines. 

The flight of Saint Cyr's army gained its fugi- 
tives no safety. The Russian!;, incensed at the 
audacity of the French general, in presumiDg to 
attack' tJiem in the manner he did, so immediately 
on their signal victory over his predecessor, pursued 
his disgrace with a frightful' carnage. So fierce 
was their continued charge upon the flying squa- 
drons, that they not only passed the French lines, 
putting all to death who resisted, but drove the 
enemy before them into the very "suburbs of Po- 
iotzk, and put them to the sword in the streets. 
Bloody, as great, was this victory. • When night's 
obscurity rather increased than concealed its hor- 
rors. Count Vigtenstein commanded the deathfal 
vi'ork to cease. The battle had lasted more than 
twelve hours, when he ordered his troops to draw 
off, and retire to his old position. The prisoners 
amounted lo three thousand men, besides thirty of- 
ficers of various ranks, ainongst whom were two 
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colonels. The enemy left two thousand five hun- 
dred killed and wounded on the field of battle, in- 
dependent of those who fell in the lines. Fifteen 
pieces of cannon were also abandoned to the victors, 
. The loss on the Russian side, during the two days 
fighting amounted to one thousand in all, hors de 
combat; besides Generals Berg, Hamen, and Ka- 
zatichkovsky, who were wounded. 

Thus ended two desperate attempts of two Ge- 
nerals of Napoleon, to accomplish his great object 
of opening a passage for his troops to St. Peters- 
burgh! one of them, with the lotis of half his army, 
had been wounded almost mortally ; whilst the 
other, in rashly adventuring to repair his discomfi- 
ture, only heaped accumulated defeat and disgrace 
on the arms of his master! 



Napoleon having fully reAvsbed'his troops at 
Vitepsk, and also having received information of 
the approach of new reiafxH^ements from Tilsit to 
Wilna, again put himself in motion. He ordered 
die corps of Beauhamois, and of Mnrat, to march 
upon the Boristbenes on the 13th of August ; the 
first was to cross that river opposite to Rassasna, 
and the latter to pass the Beresswinya river and to 
cross the Boristbenes near Hiyomina. Having 
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tirns concenteated his force, he meditated an imme- 
diate advance upon Smolenzk. 

Barclay de Tolly being informed that the enemy 
was in this manner drawing together his tnoHt effi- 
cient powers in the vicinity of Doubrovna and Ras- 
SBS09, ordered Prince Bragation to fall back, and 
pass through the city to the Moscow road, and 
there halt at a few wersts distance to await further 
directions. Meanwhile, the Commander-in-chief 
would himself, on the 14th of August, break np his 
own position, and retire to the high ground which 
fMimmanded the town on the right hank of the 
Pneiper. 

Scarcely had he esecuted thix movement ere he 
heM^ from the Generals Rnjefsky, and Noverefsky, 
(both of whom had been left at Krasnoy), that 
they had been obliged to assume a retrograde mo- 
tion to within seven wersts of Smolenzk : and that 
the augmented force of the enemy were coming on 
to offer battle. These Generals reported also that, 
early on the 14th, their advanced post at I^aidy, 
consisting of Cossacs, had been driven in, and pur- 
sued even to their head-quarters. To do this a 
large detachment from the enemy's army had been 
sent under the commands of Ney and Murat. They 
reached Krasnoy without difficulty, and fell upon 
the Russian division stationed in its neighbourhood. 
The defence made on the part of the Russians was, 
as usual, bloody and gallant j hut the vast sup«- 
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riority of the ■enemj's numbers carried eyery thing 
before them, and Krasnoy was gained at the point 
of the bayonet. 

General Rajefsky retreated to Essennaya, and 
from that place despatched information to the 
Commander-in-chief of his disaster. The amount 
of Rajefsky's force before this affair Was about 
seven thousand men, including; two thousand live 
hundred cavalry. He had also twelve pieces of 
cannon. His loss was great; being upwards of two 
thousand men, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
besides several guns^ 

On this intelligence Barclay de Tolly reinforced 
the garrison of Smolenzk, and ordered the sbat* 
t«*ed remains of Rajefsky's corps, on the approach 
of the enemy, to retire within the fortified lines in 
front of the extensive suburbs. The city, having 
been long in preparation to repel an attack, vaiious 
batteries had been constructed, and evety means 
adopted which could add strength to a position so 
favouraUy situated,to check the advance of the in- 
vader. 

Prince Bragfttion, in obedrence to the commands 
of the Comnmnder-iD-chief, passed on to the high 
road leading to Moscow through Don^obouche, 
where he halted as directed; but at the same time 
kept detachmenl^H of light troops; in the neighbour- 
hood o{ Elniet and Ko&lavli, to stop the advance of 
the enemy, i^tfld h» Attempt to cut off tfaa 
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Prince's commanication with the metropolis ou titat 
side. 

Barclay de Tolly having thus disposed his Ge- 
neiraUof divisions, intended to await alone the ap- 
proach of his adversary; and, with this view he 
placed hifi army on the line of heights which cover 
Smolenzk on the right bank of the Bortsthenes. 
The city w.is defended by about thirty thou- 
sand men, who held communication with his 
main army by three bridges which crossed that 
rivei'. 

From the ancient character of the walls which 
encircled Smolenzk, they were foutid but indiffe- 
rently suited to modem warfare, being flanked and 
bulwarked at different points by high and ill- 
fashioned towers; however, to turn even these to 
advantage, the Russians planted them with several 
pieces of heavy ordnance, sufficient to command 
most of the ways leading through the faux- 
bourgs. 

The French army continued to approach the town 
in a very menacing attitude, having been recently 
augmented by the division under I^-inee Poni&tofsky, 
which had joined them from Mohiloff, by the way 
of Komanoff, on the loth. By this junction, the 
whole force of the enemy was directed against this 
city^ The possession of it would involve many ad- 
vantages on the side of the French. Its acquisition 
must dislodge the Russians from their present com- 
manding station ; which was, unquestionably, the 
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tn'osi favourable gfroiibd on wGich they could make 
a stand between the Bnristhenes and Moscow ; 
and, when they were driren away, the road would 
. be left free for the advance of Napoleon to the ca- 
pital of the Tzars. 

Dear has ever been the tax of pre-eminence. 
Smolenzk was always regarded as a post of the 
highest importance to rival powers. In former ages , 
it had been the object of many hot contentions, and 
had known all the evils of war. But for a long 
lapse of time/like a toil-worn heroresting.amidhis- 
oS^pring, it lay in tranquillity and comfort, en- 
joy'ng its distinction and its repose. Thus was the 
venerable city of Smolenzk, when the blast of in- 
vasion reached its walls, and its peaceful inhabi- 
tants saw the hills which surmounted them embat- 
tled with the protecting ranks bf their country. 
Age is the season of timidity. The old, and the 
feeble, woman and child, thought they beheld,their 
so lately happy city, overclouded by all the horrors 
of war ; and, fearful of being exposed to its cruel 
consequences^ they fled the place in every direction. / 
Some sought security in Moscow, some at Twer, 
"some at Yarrowslaffj and thousands took .refuge_ 
with the array on the ■ heights. Intending from 
those eminences to remain - sad spectators of the 
kwful moment that was approaching to make their 
beloved city the theatre* of bloody contest. It 
might be the field of combat, but the wisdom' 
of its veterans had taken care that it should not 
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betbftt of i^il; for immediately on hewing of the 
appr«adi of the French towards their quatters, they 
ransacked the town for all its valuables, even to the 
treaaures <ff the churches, and sent them under a 
strong convoy to a place of safety. By this pre- 
cautiod private property, as well ait public, was 
preserved to the rightful owners ; and the enemy 
was deprived of the resources he always looked for 
in plunder. 

Buonapart^lhad quitted Vitepsk on the 13th of 
August. He reached Korwitinia on the 15th, 
and on the following day was at the bead of 
his army before Smolenzk.. He lost no time in 
reconnoitering both the town and the position 
which the Russians held on the opposite bank of 
the river. He also acquainted himself with the 
strength of the force which had been left to de- 
fend the city.' This be intended to carry immedi- 
ately ; and, therefore, gave orders for an assault to 
commence at the entrencbed suburbs, whilst he 
should endeavour to cut off, by the destruction 
of the three bridges, all succours to the Russians 
from their comrades on the heights. He had little 
doubt of the city soon fsJIing into his hands, and of 
that advantage being followed by the possessioa of 
the heights; as he concluded, from the Rufttian 
General not having occupied the left bank of tfae 
Dneiper, he would, on the loss of the town, abandon 
the hills, and continue Insmarch, in order to seek a 
iQore~£ivoHrabU spot for ageneral batUe. 
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According to these deductions, directions were 
given to Marshal Ney that he should form his divi- 
sions, takiag up the ground on the left, ^id support- 
ing his flank on the Dneiper. Davoost, planted his 
division as the centre ; and Prince Poniato&ky sta- 
tioned his on the right. Two reserves of cavalry 
and of guards were posted in the rear. With the 
former was Murat and Beauharnois ; and with the 
latter, Napoleon. The army, thus formed, moved 
forward close upon the Russian front. 

Ou tlie morning of August the seventeenth there 
was an awful p' use. The armies of two vast empires 
stood gazing on each other as if studying where to 
strike the mortal blow : at length the silence of me- 
ditated death was broken. From the extreme point 
of the Ru&sian right, to that of their left, fire from a 
hundred cannon poured destruction amid the enemy's 
ranks. Rapid discharges of musquetry, which ran 
along their front, seconded the guns with a horrible 
carnage. 

The attack of the French was not less vigorous or 
terrific. Their numerous artillery gave bloody an- 
swer to that on the Russian position ; whilst their' 
muhitude.and concentrating movements, bore along 
upon their adversary with a force that seemed forui'- 
ed to sweep all before them. 

T'>e troops of Pooiatoiycy, assisted by corps o(?' 
cavalry and light artillery, after a hard struggle, 
succe^ed in dislodging, from an excellent position, 
a considerable body of JUu>siaa6. This advantnge. 
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so fortunate for the eQemy, enabled them to throw 
op a battery on the spot ; which they immediately 
opened upon the south bridge, with an effect answer- 
able to their wishes. 

The battle now raged with the most desperate 
farv. In spite of a dreadful lire from the Rn'ssian 
artillery, the enemy pushed on to the entrenched 
suburbs, and in the very mouthsof the guus attacked 
the Rustiian troops at the point of the bayonet. 
The havoc on both sides was prodigious. The 
^rth was covered with the wounded and the dead ; 
but nothing seemed possible to shake the firmness 
of the Russians. They stood like a rock before the 
repeated attempts of the French to break ft way 
through them. For upwards of two hours this bloody 
contest was maintained. Every species of assault 
was levelled by the enemy against their undaunted 
adversaries; but nothing could prevail fljer their 
resolution not to yield but with their lives. At last 
their movements were impeded by the numbers of 
the slain ; and finding that accessions of hostile 
troops pressed upon their thinned ranks, the Russians 
retired towards Smolenzk ; disputing every inch of 
ground, till the enemy was diecked by the fire from 
its ancient towers. 

Barclay de Tolly, on seeing that the suburbs on 
the opposite quarter of the towp were completely 
forced, and that the city itself was seriously threat- 
ened, det«rmined to defend it for, at least, several 
hours J in order to gain time (or Brag^tion's army. 
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then on the Moscow road, to move on to Dorog^o- 
bouche, where the Commander-in-chief now decided 
on joiDin§^ it. 

The Russian batteries had been planted to great 
advantage all alon^ the heights. One battery of 
fifteen ]>ieces of cannon, did much Execution upon 
the enemy's right, and drove him from the gronnd 
he occupied with that part of his artillery which had 
I>oured so destructive a fire on the upper bridge. 
Another battery, of twenty pieces, checked the enemy 
in hia advance through the suburb connected with 
the St. Petersburgh bridge. 

The city now became the immediate object of at- 
tack. The fire from its walls, as well as from a few 
loosely constructed works at their feet, kept the 
enemy at bay.' But he lost not a moment in con- 
structing breaching batteries at different points, and 
so welfplaced, that a short time only was necessary 
to oblige the troops who manned the trifling out- 
works to leave them to their fate. No resistance 
was now made to the assailants, but by tiie good old 
towers and venerable breastwork of the city. 

A tremendous fire opened from the French bat- 
teries upon these antique battlements, and gave no 
pause, even when its flashes alone lit the terrible 
darkness of the night; 

The Russian general meanwhile, ordered an ac- 
tive defence to be kept up, while he made arrange- 
ments for the march of the army to Dorogobouche. 
It was seven o'clock in the evening, when the first 
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e<^nnm was put is motion. It was oommamled hj 
General Toutclikoff, and composed of three corpn of 
infantry, and the. first reserve of cavalry. It took 
the route to Bradichino. At nine, the second eolumn, 
under the orders of General DochttHToff, composed of 
two corps of infantry and two of cavalry, besides 
the remains of General Rajefsky, proceeiled in a 
neaHy parallel direction, by the road leading- to 
Yalkoff-PostiloC General KoHF, with a strong di- 
vision that occupied the town, and the suburb of St. 
Pctersburg;h, was to form the great rear guard, and 
to defend himself against every attack, until he had 
advice that the rest of the army had cleared the 
French lines. He was then to destroy all that 
might be serviceable to the enemy, and evacuate 
the town. PlatofF, with his Cossat^s, was to follow 
this body ; and form a chain nf detached corps be- 
tween Proudichi and Doukoffachina. 

The dreadful hours of destruction rolled on ;. and 
the ruin and death of thousands became the horrible 
marks of French aggression. Invasion was with- 
out, patriotism within ; and hosts continued to fall 
. on both sides. Many attempts were, made by the 
enemy to carry by assault the walls, which were 
now beginning to give way ; but what stone could 
not withstand, the courage of men breasted, and the 
assailiuits were repulsed at every attack. 

The interior of this once beautiful and flourishing 
capital of the government of Smolenzk, began to 
present a scene heart-rending to the eye of a com- 
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mon spectator, but glorious to that of a pairiot. 
Every magazine was destroyed, every edifice Bredr 
_ which could offer the means of resource to the ene- 
my. The inhabitants, (at least all that chose to re- 
mainbehindthosewhohadretiredtotheheights) wen 
the first to put their torches to tUs hard duty. The 
flames spread rapidly through every quarto'; and 
the bouses Which were built of wood, quickly corw 
ducted its direful influences over the whole extent 
of this once fine city, whose centre now blazed forth 
in vast volumes of fire and smoke. 

Napoleon in his report of this event, gives a per- 
fect idea of its appearance, in these words : — " In 
the midst of a fine night ia August, Smolenzk of- 
fered to the eyes of the French, the $pe<^aele tluit. 
presents itself to the inhabitants ef Naplra, during 
an irruption of Vesuvius." 

During the ever-memorable defence, of the city 
against so Miperior a force as was then brought 
against it, no troops were more distinguished for. 
their unreceding valour aod effective service than 
a large body of the newly-raised Russian militia. 
Its intrepidity and discipline would, have added fresb 
laurels to the most veteran brows. 

Two hours after this tremradous conflagratiott 
commenced, General Koi-ff destroyed the commu- 
nication with the right bank of the Dneiper, a,ad 
then followed the steps of the leading CQlumns.. 
The enemy perceiving that the Russian army wa» 
in full retreat, and tbattbe firing from the walls had; 
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gradually subsided, advanced ; and, without far- 
ther resistance, took possession of the city in the 
moniing; of the 1 8th of Aug'ust. 

'^ No pCD can describe the rage of Napoleon on 
beholding the spectacle which presented itself. The 
spacious streets were blocked up with ruined and fall- 
ing houses, and magnitrcent buildings were blazing 
in every direction, threatening the total consumption 
of those that remained yet uninjured. To pre- 
serve some means of quaitering his troops, the 
French leader immediately ordered every exertion 
to stop the progress of the flames. The men em- 
ployed in this service, gave themselves little trouble 
in their duty ; and aware that the extent of the mis- 
chief already done would render their disobedience 
less observed, instead of attempting to extinguish 
the fires by which they were surrounded, they 
spread themselves all over the city wherever Uie 
burning destntction had not seized ; and entering, 
the houses and the churches, pillaged whatever 
valuables they found, and murdered with the most 
unhenrd of cruelties, all whom accident or attach- 
ment to their native city had left in their pas- 
sage. Time, therefore, was the sole extinguisher 
of this immense conttagration ; aud it was not un- 
til the evening of the 10th, tliat the flames of this 
sacrifice expired, and Smolenzk became enshrouded 
in a veil of black smoke. 

Buonaparte had always considered the possession 
of this city as one of his first objects in the Rns- 
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siaii tnvasioD. Such a' station would be full of ad- 
vantage tu liis troops. Indeed he was so thotough- 
ly aware of its utility, that he thus express^ him- 
self on the subject: 

" Smolenzk may be considered as one of the finest 
cities in Russia, and of the most commanding^ situa- 
tion. Had it not been for the circumstances of 
war, which involved it in flames, and consumed 
its magazines filled with merchandize, this city 
would now be regarded as one of the richer re- 
«ources of our army. Bat even in its present 
ruined state, it puts us in possession of a formidable 
military post, and its remaining buildmgs afford 
excellent hospitals for the sick." 

'The French leader was not more sensible of the 
value of the treasures contained in Smol»izk, than 
veee it* inhabitants^ uid to disappoint him of their 
use, what could not be removed, they sacrificed to 
the preservation of their country. To these patriots 
nothing seemed too precious to resign for so dear a 
stake. Whether it be wealth or even the tffead 
from Uies- lips, or the roof that sheltered them, or 
the vital blood of their hearts, all were deemed as 
nonglrt in coiaparisoa with the venerated laws of 
their empne« then- &al^ to their lords, and their ia- 
dependeince from threatened usurpation. What can 
man lay down more than his hfe, in evidence «t im 
principle ? And this the Russian, from the. prince 
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to the peasant, was ready, and did lay down, in the 
cause of the empire and the world. 

'' Napoleon, in passing over the ashes of these sa- 
crifices at Smolenzk, was often beard to exclairu, 
" Never was a war prosecuted with such ferocity ! 
Never did defence put od so hostile a shape against 

'the common feelings of self-preservation ! These 
people treat their own country as if they were its 
enemies !" 

But in some cases there is no defence unless we 
put all to the hazard, and immolate a part to pre- 
serve the whole. Narrow policy is the principle of 
ruin. 

The loss of human lives during this tremendous 
contest was immense. Not less than one buudred 
thousand men must have been engaged in the battle, 
«nd attack aud defence of the town ; and, from 
the obstinacy with which the combat was maintain- 
ed, the deaths became very numerous. Four thou- 
sand fell on the Russian side, amongst whom were 
many brave officers, though none of distinguished 
name. Their . wounded amounted to about two 
thousand. The Russian Commander-in-chief in his 
report of this afiair, observes — " Although our low 
is so serious, yet we have reason to congratulate our- 
selvestliat it bears no proportion to the incalculable 
loss of the enemy, whose rashness during his repeated 
attacks, threw away the lives of his men with an in- 
difference not to be credited." 

The French account of their loss is absurdly 
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trifling ; and we can only wonder, wKen the circuni- 
staqces of the affair are considered, how the writer 
of it could have the folly to suppose it would be 
believed. He states that Napoleon lost no more 
than seven hundred in killed ! He allows of three 
thousand two hundred wounded ; but closes the 
bulletin with the e^cag^geratioa that, while the French 
slain were so few, the Russians lost to the num", 
ber of fourteen thousand, seyen hundred m€n I 

This statement is made in the usual French style; 
and while we read it, and others, relating- the small 
damage they incur in even the most sanguinary 
conflicts, we can only be surprised at finding in, 
perhaps the next reirart, that this invulnerable band 
^ of heroes feel the necessity of being recruited. 

Possession of even the burning site of Smolenzk 
was not to be gained on such easy terms. The man- 
ner of the attack, and the determination of its de- 
fence, are sufficient evidences that the assailing 
power must have snflered the greater loss in lives. 
The Russians, when' the suburbs were attacked, 
were in a great degree covered by their entrench- 
ments, while the enemy's troops were advancing for 
a considerable length of time completely exposed 
to thfe galling and heavy fire of the artillery and 
small arms. It was here that the French fell in 
hundreds. But when the conflict took place in the 
lines, then the entrenchments became heaped wit}., 
their dead and dying. The French report cannot 
but give some shadow of the truth in this respect. 
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It says, '* the field of battle presented to the eyes 
of two hundred thousand persons, who can atteiit it^ 
heaps of slain, where the body of one Frenchinaji 
lay wpoD the bleeding relics of seven or-eight of his 
fallen enoHiies." 

This representation has only to be reversed, and 
it will be found a true statement of the proportioq 
of the slain, gi*'>Qg^ the greater numbers of the 
dead, as was the fact, to the French side. The in- 
formation given by Spanish deserters, and prisoners 
taken at the time, leave it beyond a doubt that Na- 
doImhi lost far more men on that bloody day than he 
deemed prudent to acknowledge in his bulletinB. 
The true report would have been nearer thirteeo 
thousand in k^led and wounded, than three tbon- 
- land ! and in' this number we do not include several 
Generis, three of whom Buonaparte owns to hav^ 
fallen. 

Smolenzk was now in the hoAds of the invader. 
Bat all the trophies it yielded to his glory were its 
cannon, and the smouldering ashes of its once po- 
pulous streets. He and his Generals took up their 
residence in the episcopal palace, winch had esc^>ed 
the flames ; and the troops were ordered to seek 
repo^ in any buildings they might find standisg. 
Th0 churches that remained unhurt, were a^ro- 
pri^ted to the use of the cavalry. 

Had Napoleon entered Russia with the wishes o£ 
He iahftbitanta, this ktst measure would have been 
wfficieDt to turn their g-ood-will to detestatioa. ' 
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The siofht of a licentious soldiery burstiog* into the 
holy edificeB, teiiring down the decorations, break- 
ing open the wardrobes, and violating' the conse- 
crated Testments and vessels of the altar, struck to 
their hearts with amaze and horror. But when they 
beheld the horses pass the sacred threshold, their 
vehement indignation is not to be described. Their 
expressions were answerable to their feelings; and 
the few, who yet survived the fate of their, city, 
were made to shed their blood with their tears, be- 
fore the doors of their defiled churches. , 

Such a zeal may appear extravagant to pr<^s- 
sors of a leas eatbusiastic religion ; and many may 
turn from its emotions and its sacrifices with con- 
tempt. But it would be well to judge men, not by 
the light we ourselves have received, but by that 
vehich has been dispensed to them. Objects may 
be wrong, but yet the impulse* right. The same 
spirit which confirmed the p;-otestant martyr at the 
stake, who died in evidence of the pure doctrines of 
Christianity ; brought the pious son of the Greek 
church to resent, at the peril of his life, the pollu- 
tion of the place consecrated to the worship of bis 
Creator. God said, " My house is the house of 
prayer, but ye have miUle it a den of thieves." 
Suc[i a sacrilege was not tolerated by the founder 
of our religion ; and it becomes not the disciple to 
pretend to more liberality on this subject than his 
divine Master. 

The honest lUisbian regard the temple of his 
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God with a rftverence so gj^at that nothing is sof- 
fered to approach its walls, that can defile tbem 
even in idea ; and therefore it ia not surprising that 
when the violation of the churches of Smolenzk 
was known throughout the empire, the hatred of 
the people should be augmented a hundred fold 
against the invader and his saiiguipary followers. 



The Russian army, covered by the corps .of 
Generals Korff and Platoff, continued for many 
hours to move towards its destined point without 
molestation. The precaution of destroying the 
bridges across the Dneiper, for some time prevented 
the advance of the French in the same direction. 
Bat Napoleon, with ' his usual promptitude had, on 
observing the gradual 'withdrawing of the Russians 
from the heights, ordered a bridge to be thrown 
over the river much higher than the site of the old 
ones, and considerably lo the right of the town. 
The work was carried on with so much alacrity, 
that it was nearly completed at the same moment 
in whidl the last of Barclay de Tolly's rear gu&rd 
■were quitting the suburbs. 

When a communication was thus opened with 
the opposite bank, (and which Buonaparte render- 
ed still more free by setting his men to repair, with 
all expedition, the demolished bridges) the French 
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passed oyer in a strong' body under the command 
of Marshal Ney. His orders were to overtake, 
and attack the retiring division of the Russians; 
while the corps of Junot and Davoust, supported by 
the whole of the cavalry under Murat and Beau- 
harnois, were to move upon Douchoffachina, and 
proceed to the right bank by tbe~ newly constructed 
bridg-e, and then continue their march to the high 
road, between Valitina Gora and Lavachina, lead- 
ing to Moscow. At this point they hoped to cut off 
the rear-guard of the Ras-sians from tbe main army; 
and, in consequence of such a loss, reduce that ar- 
my to such- extremities as to throw it completely 
into their power. 

General Baron KoHF, in making his retiring 
movements, marched along the heights in two co- 
lumns, in a direction to the point where the two. 
roads branched off. On these roads the Russian 
troops which preceded him, had taken their route; 
and on the spot where the ways separated, he was 
to station himself, that be might cover both. 

Not aware of the so rapid advance of the French 
upon this very track, the Baron was surprised to 
find his fofward parties fall back. They explained 
. their check, by giving Information that the enemy 
had gained the right shore of the Boristhenes ia 
great force, and were spreading themselves between 
him and his proposed line of march. 

In this critical situation, nothing was left but 
to endeavour o maintain his present position; not 
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doubting but that the Commander-in-chtef, on iiod- 
iag the rear-gaard bad been attacked, wouM lose 
no time in sending troopf) to. ib support. Accord, 
ing to this resolution, Korff ordered the right co- 
hinm to form on the ground where it then stood; 
and the left to station itself on a commanding point 
close to the town of Valttina. IVompt as the troops 
were in obeying these directions, they were not com- 
pletely executed beftMre another body of the enemy 
appeared on the Smolenzk side. These new corps 
waited not an instant, but attacked the Romans 
with a sudden and tremendous shock. TUs was 
the signal for a general assault in the other^uarter. 

Ney's troops began the business, by chargingtbe 
rear of the riglU column of the Russians before it bad 
time to finish its formation. He made the omet 
with the bayonet; it being his design, bythesar* 
prise and impetuosity of bis movement, to di'in; 
them fmm their gronnd. 

General Korff perceiving the difficulties of his si- 
tuation inerease, judged it pmdent to release him- 
self, if possible, from these unequal and desperate 
encounters, by making a junction with his left co- 
lumn, which was fe»rming very rapidly, and bad 
already opened a heavy fire upon tbe advancing 
feiodies of the enemies. To this effect, he orderod 
two battalions, supported by several guns, to re* 
main on his present ground, to cover bis movement 
while retiring upon the other column. 

The brave men selected for this duty, performed 
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it with unshaken tirianess, notwithstaoding the 
ncKit violent efforts to dislodge them: nor did they 
recede one step, until their General had gained his 
object; alttioug'h to insure it,-nearly tme half of their 
undaunted comrades sacrificed their lives. 

At this crisis theTear of the Russian main army 
was not farther distant Irom the scene of action tbaa 
Bis wersts. When the Commander-in-chief heard the 
cannonade, he justly apprehended that his covering 
troops had been assailed, and, without loss of time, 
he gave orders for Prince Eugene of Wlrtemberg, 
with a strong divi^iion of infantry and detachnients 
of artillery, to return to the separation of the two 
roads where General Korff's corps had been left. 
Directions were also sent to Major-General Touch- 
koft\ to march with a body of troops to the support 
of General Karpoff, who was at the village of Gew 
deonovo wit^ a small corps, occupying the ground 
near the river, and close to the high road to Mo*. 
cow. 

Prince Eugene of Wirtemberg executed his or- 
ders with greiU ability, ^eating the enemy in eve*- 
ry attempt to oppose his passage to the attainment 
of his objeot. 

General Korff, on seeing himself bo powerfiitty 
reinferced, and still maintaining Us advantageous 
potiition, believed himself sufficiently stnmgto diefy 
(hc' utmost e^rtfi of the enemy to dislodge him. The 
French, however, dared the enterpriDe; and a heavy 
column moved forwards towards the centre of the 
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Rus^an front.- It \ras sapported by two otbers, 
which, on the opposing' line being' broken, wok to 
close in and complete the destrut^tion. 

Owing to the comHianding situation of the Rus- 
sian ground, its artillery had a terrible effect on 
the advancing enemy, who, seeing his men fall in 
hundreds, and that General Gudin, by ^hom they 
bad been led on, lay dead on the field, commanded 
a pause in the attack. He perceived, from what 
had just happened, how vain would l>e the attempt 
to force Korff, who was now so well supported, 
from his formidable position; and trying another way, 
the French leader ordered a movement to his right, 
with the intention, by falling upou the little de- 
tadiment of Karpoff, of getting possession of the 
road he protected; and of, probably, inducing 
I Katrff either to come down Irom his present ground, 
or at least to weaken himself by despatching troops 
to the aid of KarpofTs division. 

The enemy advanced to this attack with a fury 
answerable to the mt^nitude of his ultimate object. 
Karpoff firtding himself severely pressed, and nearly 
overwhelmed, began rapidly to fall back; but, 
happily, at this critical moment General Touohkoff 
appeared. A part of his fresh troops rushed on to 
the suppcnt of tbeir retiring countrymen, and, check- 
ing the impetuosity of the French, enabled Kar- 
poff to detach a considerable body of his cavalry to 
the suctxtur of bis left, and also to bring up the re- 
mainder of his artillery. 
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The enemy, though checked, was not repulsed ; 
und, returning- to the attack with renewed spirit, 
they charged the Russians with their whole weight 
of cavalry. The combat was close and obstinate; 
many gallant acts were performed on both sides, 
but neither seemed to prevail. The French object 
was to open to themselves the great road, and (Q 
this end Marshals Davonst, Ney, and Marat, di- 
rected all their operations against the Russian left. 

Whilst this brave column stood its ground with- 
out yielding an inch, Baron Korff, observing the 
direction in which the enemy was thickening his 
ranks, despatched a reiQfoi'cement to the divi»on of 
KarpofF; and himself, at the same time made a 
movement on his left, parallel with that of the ene- 
my. This he did, not only to support^more efTeCf 
tnally the gallant little corps of Karpoff, but to pre- 
vent the designs of the French to block up his line 
of inarch. 

After a conflict of many hours, the djtf was far 
advanced, when part of K,orflrs troops, in fol- 
lowing up their manceuvres, came in upon the right 
of Touchkoff's troops. This > happy junction, aid- 
ed by a smart fire from a thick wood well lined with 
light infantry, (which had been posted there to pro- 
tect the right) had a decisive e£fect upon the op- 
posite division of the enemy. Marshal Ney C091- 
manded in this quarter. Finding his troops so hotly 
received, he determined to make a strong eflbrt to, 
turn his adversary in his flank, by hringing up a 
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columD which hftd not yet been engag;e<l. The 
advsnce was according;ty made, and supported by 
sereral squadrons of horse and artillery, but all in 
vain. The strengftbened corps of the Russians so 
completely baffled bis endeavours, that, after two 
successive attemi^, be' was obliged to abandon the 
enterprize, and retire under the galling fire of bis 
adversary. The oontest> after this retrog^rade move- 
ment -of the three Marshals, gradually subsidecl on 
tbe part of the French ; and, by twelve o'clock At 
night (August IQtb), the Russians were left in quiet 
possession of tbe disputed way. 

The Generals Korff, Touchkoff, and the Friace 
of Wirtemberg, finding theouielves so entirely mas- 
tetB of the field as to be able to move to any point 
without opposition, decided on marching towards 
tbe Dneiper, meaning tb pass that river near Slob- 
Pneva. 

This hard-fought day cost both armies many lives. 
The Russians calculate their own lo^^s in killed to 
amount to one thousand. Their wounded might be 
nombered at three thousand, l^e French slain 
(fffflBi the disadvantageous sittiations in which they 
made their attacks), must have been double that of 
their adversaries. They lost during the day, up- 
wards of tbirteen hundred men, as prisoners to thfe 
RossiaDBi Napoleon's reports, with their usual delu- 
s'mns, wiHnot allow of this, but estimate the loss in 
their lines Co be six hundred killed, two thousand 
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six hundred wounded, but wittiout losing a man As a 
prisoner ! 

Tbisi gallant stand, made by a corps of not more 
than forty thousand Kussians, against a force of 
ninety thousand men, astonished the discomfited 
enemy, and filled the adjacent country with confi- 
dence. If so much could be don& by so small a 
body of resolute soldiers^, what might not be ex- '. 
pected from the accumulated and concentrated force 
of the empire ! 

As it is the custom of the French ruler^always to 
claim the laurels of the field, it is not out of course 
that he should-placc upon his head the bloody wreath 
of this 4 but in the midst of his aseumption he can- 
not forbear owniBg it as a hard-earned \icloTy, aswie 
of the most briUiant Jails d'armes ever recorded in 
military history. The plan of 'the Russiaes, in tJiis 
campaign, of falling back into their country, until 
Uie tiine and the circumstances should unite by 
which they might pour certain destruction tn their 
iDvad«*s, afibrded Napoleon a ground for his assump^ 
tiou of every victory, and assisted io the impofition 
his reports were framed to put on. the world. At 
least, such was the effect on superficial ohserversi 
But a grand and comprehensive and conclusive plan 
was that of Russia at this crisis ; and to maintain it, 
they as readily left the field of triumph as of discom* 
fitiire. It is too much the practice to judge of men 
and schemes more in the detail> than hj the great 
zesultj and hence^ome rash and unju^ deciatoQs. 
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In the midst of all Na|)olcon's Itoasts of linintei'- 
nipted victory, one circumstance was ever present 
to contradict bim ; the barrenness of hh conquests * 
He found do pillage, no trophies with which to 
stimulate his soldiers, or to flatter the vanities of his 
people. He had told bis troops that they should 
gather the riches of every province they passed 
over. But, instead of satiating themselves with ra- 
pine, they found wasted lands, and deserted vil- 
lages. He cheered the disappointed multitude 
.with the assurance that they i^hould indemnify them- 
selves by the wealth of Smolenzk. They advanced 
to its walls, and met only a heap of turning ruins. 
Impatience and discontent now began to murmur 
throughout the French soldieiy. Many of them re- 
membered the spoils of Italy and of Germany. All of 
them repeated the expectations with which they were 
filled on marching into Russia. Their fatigues and 
dangers were to be rewarded with the harvests of the 
fields, the wealth of the cities, the treasures of the 
churches, and the abundance of the whole empire 
spread at their feet! Day after day passed away,and . 
still no part of these grand promises was performed. 
Every step the French army advanced into the coun- 
try, covered the earth with their bleeding bodies ; 
and shewed to the survivoi-s, nothing but the traces 
of destruction. 

The ^ects of the Russian mode of defence were 
seriously felt, even at Vitepsk, by the enemy. Many 
hundreds of his disappointed soldiers deserted to the 
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atmy of Coiuit Yi^teustein ; and it was not without 
the most extraordinary efforts that the French leader 
could check thifi disposition in his men, so ruinous 
not only to his present scheme of aggrandisemeut, 
hut to the stability of his power in general. Threats 
of the most tremendous punishuients, were denounc- 
ed on the delinquents ; and the largest promises re- 
iterated to them who would remain faidiful. Mos- 
cow was named as the ultimate reward of the pati- 
ence and persevering courage of his men. From 
the ancient palaces of that imperial city, he pledged 
himself that they should see him stand the dictator 
of peace or war/ not only to the whole empire, but 
to ail Europe. The glory of his achievement should 
be his reward ; while they should find their' s-in the 
accumulated riches of ages, the hoarded possessions 
of princes and nobles, the treasuries of the priesthood, 
and the spoil of the people at large. Thus did the 
genius of desolation hail on his myrmidons to follow 
his steps to the pillage of nations, the violation of 
women, the murder of infants, and the carnage of 
meil. 

On the morning of the SOth of August, at about 
one o'clock, the Russians moved from their victori- 
ous field, and reached Slob-Pneva, a distance of 
thirty wersts, without being molested by even the 
sight of an enemy. In their march they took care 
to render the roads they passed over, impracticable 
to any who might wish to follow them. They de- 
stroyed no less than five bridges ; &ad took every 
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other preoatitioD to iiupecle the progress of the 
invader. 

On the 10th of August, the rear of the columns 
of the main army had crossed the Boristhenes at the 
same place, leaving a considerable party of light 
cavalry and irregular troops, on the right bank of 
the river, to keep up a communication with Baron 
Vinzingorode. That General had beeu detached, 
with eight thousand men, to the neighbourhood o^ 
Douchofiachioa, there to watch the' motions of the 
enemy ; and he a check on him^ in case be should 
be inclined to send a corps from that town, in the 
direction of Bealoy and Znbtzoff, to threaten the 
city of Twer. 

When the first army reached the vicinity of Do- 
K>goboueke, the Commander-in-chief took .op his 
ground aboat ten wersta from that city, on the right 
bank of the river Ouja, near the village of Ousviat. 
Here he made dispositions to oppose the progress 
of the enemy, should he not have been completely 
checked by the Rnssian rear guard. 

Prince Bragation had already arrived at Dorogo* 
bouche, but was ordered to resume liiti march, and 
to form upon Barclay de Tolly's left, close to the 
village of Savino. He was, however, directed to 
leave a very strong detachment, both of cavalry and 
inffuitry, on the right bank of the Dnciper, before 
Dorogobouche. Major-General Novereffsky com- 
manded this detachment. 

On the evening of the &3d of August, the rear 
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guards g;airied the posttioD occupied by the first and 
second armies now united. About three hours after 
this complete junction, very strong- parties of the 
enemy were discovered j and their tirst appearance 
was soon followed by the .threatening^ approach of a 
formidable body towards the Russian left flank. The 
enemy's intention seemed to be to tum this part of 
the imperial tine, and so cut off its communication 
with the road on which it might mean to retire. 

The Commander-in-chief having gained the ob- 
ject of his waiting, (the arrival of his rear gnard} 
gave orders for the army to move^ and fall back up- 
on Dorogobouche. They obeyed, and were at 
the destined place about midnight. Here the 
ground was found as unfavourable, as that the army 
had just quitted, to turn any. attack to advantage. 
Barclay de Tolly, therefore, after strengthening his 
covering divisions, put all into motion again ; and 
marshalling his army into three columns, ordered 
the centre to keep the great road towards Semlevo j 
the right under Bragation, to advance to Loojki by 
the way of Boyan ; and the left to proceed through 
Konoushkino to Fanassievo. At these points they 
respectively arrived on the 26th August, and then 
hatted to observe the movements of the enemy. 

The corps under Baron Yiuzingorode, finding 
theFrench advancing on them from Douchofiachina, 
immediately proceeded to Bealoy, and by occupy- 
ing that place the ikiore effectually secured their 
commiiDication with Twer. , They also maintained 
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ft free interciiunge witb Wiaziua, by the mestD* of 
a detachment of Cossacs. and some regralmr troopti 
tinder the command of MaJM'-General KrasDoff, 
vho kept a vigilant watch over the road. 

After the retreat of the Russia^ rear-guard the 
enemy lost no time in following iti steps. His ad- 
vanced parties found themselves dose upon its 
heels, a few wer^tt from the Ouja ; and, the rest of 
their army being in rapid march, they did not doubt 
but on thin spot they would make Ros^a tremble. 

The French came on in three columns. The 
left was composed of the troops of Beaubamois; 
the centre, of those commanded by Marshals Da- 
voust, Ney, and Murat. The right wan formed by 
the corps under Prince Poniatofsky. 

Scarcely a shot had been fired for many warsts. 
And, it was not until the coving corps of the Rus- 
sians arrived on the margin of the Osma (which river 
- crosses the main road behind Rouibki), tb»t any 
fighting recommenced. But here a party of Ma- 
rat's cavalry furioatly charged two battalions of 
RusHian infantry which occupied Rouibki, and 
obliged them to pass the river. At the same mo- 
ment another detachment of the rear-gaard was at- ' 
tacked at Snamenskoy by a superior force ; but in 
spite of their disadvantage they maintained the 
post for several hours, and then, after a trifling loss, 
fell back in good order. 

On the 17th of Aogort the first and second army 
again united near Wiazma, bat still theCommauder* 
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in-chief did not judge the ground saitab]e to mili- 
tary operatioDs. , He gave orders that every maga- 
zine, and every article in the town that might be 
useiul to the enemy, should be destroyed. Nearly 
the whole of its inhabitants, on hearing of the fate of 
Bmoleazk, had collected their valuables, and like 
the natives of the fallen city, 6ed for refuge to 
places more remote from the foot of invasion. 
Flames now appeared in the depopulated streets, as 
another proof to the unsheltered French soldiery 
that they should find no roof of rest within the coun- 
try they had filled with so many calamities. 

When the Russian rear-gnard passed through the 
devoted town, they put the final stroke to the eager 
hopes of their enemy, by destroying the bridges which 
cioss the Wiazma river, as it traverses the city in 
three diflTerent directions. 

■The whole Russian force continued its march up- 
on Zarevo-2^alomicbi, where Barclay de Tolly com- 
manded his troops to halt, and posted both armies. ' 
On his left, he occupied Lomouy and his right was 
stationed before the village of Trakova. lie had 
also a strong avant-guard at Mittina, a village 
ttbout eighteen wersts in his frcn;. 

Thus was situated the Rus^^ian force, when Bar- 
clay de Tolly received a courier, announcing to his 
Excellency, that the Prince Golenistsheft'Koutousoff 
was appointed in his stead, Commander-in-chief of 
the whole Im|>erial army. 

k2 
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Pkincb Golenistshgff Kovtousoff, whose 
military life has been crowned with the most merited 
success, y/a& now called upon to bead his country's 
heroes, and to lead tbeiu oo to victory and immortal 
fame. The voice of the nation cried aloud for this 
great Captain again to command in that field where 
he had already gained so many laurels. The re- 
newal of his services was claimed by the nobility 
. and the people. And, although so short a time had 
elapsed since he sought repose after closing with 
honour the toilsome war on the. Danube, he was , 
again appointed, by his Imperial Majesty Alex- 
ander, to assert the rights of the empire, and wa^ 
sent, on the 20th of August, to sustain the chief 
command of the army opposed to Napoleon. 

The demonstration of universal joy, on thg know- 
ledge of his appointment being made public, was 
unboundedj and the soldiery were not backwardin ex- 
pressing their feehngs on tbeevent. Uoderhimmany 
thousands of the veterans of the army had often been 
shewn the road to victory, and now their hearts beat 
high with the hope of again proving themselves 
worthy the command of such a chief. 

This General was now of an age when in the usual 
constitution of man, the energies of nature begia 
to feel the effects of a long and care-worn life ; but 
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he seemed privileged; as if bearen had destined 
him, to his latest hour, to eujoy, for the benefit of 
his couDtry, all the ardours and actirity of youth. 
More than seventy years, had passed over his head, 
years of severe service, in which he had been ex- 
posed to the most trying climates, and to every 
vicissitude of war, being several times dangerous- 
ly wounded. But with all this, the powers of his 
mind were not lessened, nor the strength of his 
body impaired. 

He arrived from St. Petersburgh at head-quarters, 
on the 29tji of August, when the command of the 
army was given up to him. That moment was hailed 
with acclamations by all ranks ; and in the confi- 
dence of his countrymen he received the dearest 
meed of his high military talents, and the perils to 
which he had exposed himself in their use. His pre- 
decessor, Barclay de Tolly, took the command of 
a division. 

In Prince KoutoHSofi''s journey from St. Peters- 
burgh he passed through Moscow, where he stop- 
ped a few hours, and had an interview with the mi- 
litary Grovernor Count Rastapchin. In this confe- 
rence much momentous matter, relative to future 
measures was settled; and the Governor was re- 
quested to hasten the reinforcements of new raised 
militia in the Governments of Moscow aud Ka- 
louga. At this time a valuable corps of reserve, 
under General Miloradovitch, were on their march. 
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The Prince directed that the whole thetild proceed 
upou Mojaisk. 

Oa the new Commander-m-chiefs arrival at the 
Zarevo-Zalomichi, be found that the Rusuan posi- 
tUm there was very uDfaTourable for awaiting*, to ad- 
TantE^e, the approach of the enemy. He saw that 
the troops were fatigued, and much weakened in phy- 
sical iitrength, by their lomg and harassing inarches, 
and by their continued 6ghting; and aware of the 
necessity of affording them some repose before lie 
should bring tbem to the action he meditated, be 
put the whole army in motion, to seek some place 
of security where they might revive in rest, and 
await the junction of the expected reinforcements. 

On the morning of the 30th of August, Prince 
Koutousoff set bis troops in motion. He advanced 
through the city of Gchatz, and halted on the first 
of September, in the vicinity of the village of Bo- 
rodino, about twelve wersts from the city of 
Mojaisk. He was now on the great i-oad which 
leads direct to Mc«cow. On tbiif ground his Ex- 
cellency determined to'form, and await the arrival 
of the enemy. He foresaw that longer to defer m, 
battle would be impossible ; and that he could not 
find a more advantageobs field between him and the 
aacieut capital of the empire. He was iiilly aware 
of what woold be the ultimate effect on the great 
cause^ of the isHie of this first general contei^ be- 
tween the Emperor's and the Invader's armies. 
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The whole experience of his veteran life, all the de- 
termiaattOQ of his brave heart, and every esertioa 
of exhortation and example were called forth to 
prep£U% bis impatient troops to meet, not only with 
ardour, but with unreceding resolution the awfa) 
events of the expected day. Tbe reinforcements 
had arrived, consisting; of tfie militia, commanded - 
by Count Markoff, and the division of re^Iar 
troops under General Miloradovitch, which were in- 
tended to recruit tbe regiments of the line that had 
suffered loss in the late affairs. 

Fropi the time the enemy learnt that the Com- 
mauder-in-cbief of the Russian army was Prince 
Koutousoff, he became more circumspect in his 
movements ; and, in consequence, the parties of bis 
advance kept at a cautious distance from those ei 
the Russian left. 

Nearly five days elapsed before the French leader \ 
was seen in any force. Prince Koutousoff omitted 
Bot to take advantage of tbe awe with which be bad 
inspired bis adversaries ; and be employed this time 
of their beaitatioo in refreshing his troops, equalizing 
the newly arrived, and strengthening with redoubts 
the vulnerable parts of bis position. He assembled 
his Generals, and stating to them the dispositions 
he was about to make, found that their confidence 
wait equal to his owti, in the intrepidity of the Rus- 
siaa soldier ; and that tbeir own examples would 
not be wanting to lead their men to the extremest 
point of heroic daring. The oaiversal feeling de- 
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clared that tbe day id which they should encounter 
the concentrated legions of Fraace> should be one 
of immortal glory to Russia. 

Tbe face of the country which surrounded the Rus- 
sian position, was in general Bat, but Koutousoff bad 
chotten a ground which possessed considerable in- 
equalities, and was covered at certain points with 
wood. The Commander-in-chief did not neglect 
these advantages. The village of Borodino is 
situated near the high road ; and, at a short distance 
from it, runs a rather deep ravincj through which 
flows the small river Koloya that empties itself in- 
to the Moskva at three wersts distance. Koutoasoff 
6sed on this ralvine as a protection to his right and 
centre, which were under the commands of 
Barclay de Tolly and Benningsen. The Prince's 
left, given to tbe resolute valour of ^^^ion, was 
stationed so as to stretch to tbe village of Semenof- 
ka. This .post was eminently that of danger, its 
natural position being much less secure than that 
of tbe right. It was liable to be easily turned, by 
tbe old road running from Smolenzk to Mojaisk. 
To remedy, as far as circumstances would admit, 
this disadvantage, several redoubts and batteries 
were began to be constructed without loss of time. 
Some were to guard the left of tbe village, others 
were planted along tbe elevated ground in the rear 
of the line; and one was placed on a detached 
height about the distance of a cannon shot in the 
front. This last wot^ was independent of tbe othars. 
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and merely intended to divert and keep the enemy 
from closing suddenly upon the Russian left. Should 
it be taken, the loss would not materially weaken 
the g^eneral strength of the protecting works, nor 
at all injure the great arrangefloents for the day j on 
the contrary, the seizure of the fort would cost 
the en^my both time, and the lives of many of his 
- troops. 

The army was thus disposed on the 5th of Sep- 
tember. About two o'cloclf on that day, the enemy 
was seen advancing in great force. The defensive 
works of the Russians were scarcely completed, 
when the French reconnoitering parties were first 
observed, and these were' succeeded by stich heavy 
bodies of cavalry and infantry moving forw&rd 
from the enemy's right, and opposed to the Russian 
left, that Koutousoif soon discovered hostilities 
would commence upon his most vulnerable quarter. 

Napoleon had reached Wiazma on the "30th of 
August. His -army; continuing its march in three 
columns, passed through Gchatz on the 1st of Sep- 
tember. They found the place in the same desolat- 
ed state with the other cities, which their invading 
feet had profaned. But mined as it was, they re- 
mained there, and in its vicinity, until the 4th of the 
month. The French leader gives as a reason for 
this halt, that his ti-oops had need of repose. - But 
tlie real cause was his respect for the warlike abili- 
ties of the Russian Commander-in-chief, which 
obliged him now to consider every step that he took. 
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Od the morning^ of the 4th, he again mored for- 
ward, and posted hiipself near the village of Gred- 
niva. At dawn the succeeding day, be parsaed 
Ae same course, and about noon on the dth, came 
in' sight of the Russian lines. Reconuoitering par- 
ties were sent out in all directions, and their infor- 
mation decided Napoleon to do, just what the Rw- 
sian General wished, to commence hostilities by 
attacking the work in advance of Prince Braga- 
tion's division. 

The rear-guard of Koutousoff bad been confided 
to Lieutenant-General KonovnitzeD, and the greater 
part of it was still at some short distance in front 
of the Russian left when the French corameneed 
their operations. About two o'clock these troops 
found themselves warmly attacked by the avant- 
guard of the enemy, but they gave it a reception 
which hotly answered its charge, till they could 
fall back, under the cover of the redoubt, to the 
line of BragatioD. The Commander-in-chief, ob- 
serving these manceuvres, despatched a consideraUe 
body to strengdien the menaced work on the height, 
and likewise to well man the thicket by which it 
was surrounded. A corps of infuitry and artillery 
was posted on the ground behind, to support their 
comrades in the redoubt, which had not been quite 
completed, from the hardness of the ground im- 
peding the workmen. 

The enemy, with formidable bodies of inftmtry ' 
and cavalry, pushed across \ht litde stream cS the 
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Kaloya, and made tbeir advances towards Brag^a- 
tion's line. The redoubt stood in their way; and 
t!' attack began at this point with fury on their 
£i:i . It was sustained with firmness by the Rus- 
fciiicj, who looked with intrepid coiJness on the 
(^o:tholidated masses of their enemies advancing to* 
ward» them with fixed bayonets. When the French 
came within gun-shot, a heavy fire from the Rus- 
sian cannon and musketry in the redoubt, a little 
checked Uieir impetuosity. The wood was also 
attempted to be carried at the same time. Prince 
Poniatofsky, meanwhile, by a movement conuder- 
ably to bis right, gained the left of the point in dis- 
pute, and detached a force in advance, to make an 
assault in that quarter. But they were greeted, as 
their comrades had been, with heavy discharges of 
artillery and small arms. The first- party which 
bad been engaged and repulsed, took heart at the ^ 
advance of Poniatofsky, and renewed their charge. 
This double attack produced the most desperate 
resistance, and individual acts of valour worthy 
the brave Prince who posted them there. 

The enemy at last gained the unfinished and 
unpalisadoed fosse, and the fight became a, contest 
between man and man. Guns were orerthrowB : 
the <»valry became intermixed indiscriminately 
with the infantry : every soldier met his enemy 
breast to breast^ and gi-appled together till one or 
both of them sunk oppressed with wounds. Fresh 
troops arrired to the support of each, and Uk p9- 
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sition was lost and retaken by Bra^tion's soldiers 
four times. In the midst of this carnage, night 
separated the combatants, and left the bloody field 
in the possession of the eneniy. 

The column in reserve had not remained an un- 
moved spectator of this noble defence; but des- 
patching some of its troops, they made several 
brilliant charg-es, whilst the infantry attacking part 
of Ppniatofsky's corps, completely succeeded in 
forcing them back, and to leave eight pieces of 
cannon in tbe hands of the Russians, besides many 
prisoners. 

On the enemy having ■ succeeded against the 
redou1)t, Koutousoff ordered .the left wing to fall 
back nearer to the heights, in order that their co- 
vering batteries might have more power in assisting 
this division should it be attacked next day. 

The whole of the 6th of September was spent 
by both parties in making-preparations for the in- 
evitable conflict; preparations which appeared ra- 
ther meant for an extirpation than a battle. 

Napoleon, amidst his other dispositions, did not 
fail to turn to advantage his recently acquired pos- 
session of the redoubt in front of his enemy's lefr. 
He covered the height on which it stood with artil- 
lery, and erected, during the night, two othe^ bat- 
teries opposite the Russian centre. These works 
contained a hundred cannon in each. He also 
formed batteries on his left, which presented a range 
of four hundred guns ready to open at a word. 
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Besides these, detachments of artillery were distri- 
buted amongst the troops, whieh completed a com- 
plement of guns, amountiDg to more than a thou- 
sand. This prodigious mass of destructive imple- 
ments, was more than equalled by the magnitude 
of the army with which it was supported. It 
appeared to blacken the laud, and to stretch even 
to the horizon. 

Having thus strengthened his own left, Napoleon 
directed his chief attention tt^wards the left of his 
adversary, which he rightly deemed the least pro- 
tectedof his line: In order to make the attack more 
effectual, he brought the great body of bis troops, 
under his best Generals, up to his right, for he was - 
well-informed uf the brave spirit he had to oppuse in 
Prince Bragation, the commander of the division h& 
so fonnidably menaced. 

Prince Koutousoff was equally prompt. He op- 
posed the preparations whicb threatened his left, 
by drawing to its stipport his principal force. This 
afray was quickly formed into two lines of infantry, 
strengthened with artillery, and backed by nearly 
the whole of his cavalry. The squadrons of guards 
remained in reserve between the centre and the left, 
sustained by another division of infantry. At the 
extremity of the position on the left, was a low and 
thickset vi-ood. In this a strong body of light troops, 
and part of the militia of Moscow, were stationed, 
with orders to act on the old ^molenzk road, by at- 
tacking the enemy on the right and rear, should he 
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endeavour to timi the Riisnnn left.- While making 
these dispositions in one ((uartfr, this con^nniniate 
General attended eqaally to evpi-y pnrt of the field ; 
and, by his directions, the centre received an essen- 
tial protection by the erection of a suite of heavy 
guns on a straight ridge in its vicinity, which was 
aho connected with the fortified ground and batte- 
ries that covered Bragation's army. That Prince 
also received additional security from the comple- 
tion of another redoubt in his neighbourhood, of 
thirty pieces of cannon. 

The day was fast closing, when the veteran hero, 
nrrounded by his generals, passed along the line. 
He had previously ordered the holy picture, so en- 
thusiastically revered, and which had been saved 
from the sacrilegious hands of the enemy at Smo- 
lenzk, to precede him, borne by the pnests of the 
army. On its approach, every head was uncovered, 
the sacred form of the cross waved on the breasts of 
tboDsanda along Uie extended line, and the most 
awful silence prevailed. Tears fell from the eyes 
of the soldiery. They were not tears of grief, but 
the tribtite of that pnre religious feeling which, at 
times, elevates with heavenly emotions even the haiu-> 
blest Russian individaal. By these consecrated me- 
mentos, the whole army inwardly vowed to maintain 
their country's rights to the last drop of their blood ; 
and, with one impulse they called upon the Divines 
Being, whose image they contemplated, to assist 
them in overthrowing their enemies. The feeling 
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of the venerable KouLousoff can scarcely b« expres- 
sed. His brave heart beat in true unison with'tboiie 
of his soldiers, and be thus addressed them: 

" BROTHERS AND FRL.LOW- SOLDIERS ! 

" Behold before you, in thooe sacred representa- 
tions of the ho)y objects of our worship, an oppetd 
which calls aloud upon heaven to unite with man 
against the tyrannic troubler of the world. Not 
content with defacing the image of Grod, in the 
persons of millions of his creatures; this universal 
tyrant, this arch rebel to all laws hnman and divine, 
breaks into the' sanctuary* pollutes it with blood, 
overthrows its altars, tramples on its rites, and ex- 
poses the very ark of the Lord (consecrated in these 
holy insignia of our chiu-ch), to all the profanations 
of accident, of the elements, and of unsanctified 
handit. Fear not then, but tiiat the God whose 
altars have been ^o in^^utted by the very worm his 
Almighty fiat had raised from the dust, fear not that 
He will not be with you ! Thsrt He will not stretch 
forth his shield over your ranks ; and with the sword 
of Michael fight against His enemies ! 

" This is tlie faith in which I will fight and con- 
quer 1 This is the faith in which I would fight add 
fall, and still behold the final victory with my dying 
eyes. Soldiers! Do your part. Think es the 
burning sacrifice of your cities — think of your wives, 
your children, lotting to you for protection — thiak 
OQ your Emperor, your lords, regardii^ you as ibo 
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sinews of their streng^ ; — aod, before to-morrow's 
sun setti, write your faith and your fealty on the field 
of your country with the life's blood of the invader 
and his legions !" 

The sbout which followed this address, assured ' 
the veteran that his brave troops only wanted the 
signal to be given, to realize on that spot his most 
devoted wishes for Russian safety and Russian 
glory. 



The night passed slowly over the wakeful heads 
of the impatient combatants. The morning of the 
7th of September at length broke, and thousands 
beheld the dawn for the last time. The, moment 
was arrived when the dreadful discbarge of two 
thousand guns was to break the silence of ex- 
pectation, and arouse at once all the htHTors of 
war. 

The French give this picture of the opening of 
the day. 

" On the 7th, at two o'clock in the morning, the 
Emperor Napoleon, surrounded by his Marshals, 
appeared on the position taken up the evening be- 
fore. It had then rained, but now the sun rose 
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'withput olouds.' It is t/te sun of Austerlitz ! cried 
the Emperor, although but September, it is cold as 
December in Moravia ! - 

" The army re'ceived the omen. The drums 
beat j and the order of the day was issued in these 
words : 

" S01.DIERS ! 

" Before you is the field- you have so ardently de- 
sired ! The victory depends upon you. • It is ne» 
cessary to you. It will give you abundance, g'ood 
winter quarters, and a quick return to your country. 
Conduct yourselves as when at Austerlitz, at Fried- 
land, at Vitepsk, at Smolenzk, and the latest poste- 
rity will cite with pride your conduct on this day. 
They will say. He was in that great battle under the 
walls of JHoscotv /" 

The cloudless sun, just described by Buonaparte, 
soon became enveloped in thick vapours ; a circum- 
' stance greatly to his advantage, since the work of 
death was to be begun by him, and the shadows of 
an indistinct light were favourable to bis plan. He 
did not lose an instant, under cover of this veil, of 
putting it in execution. The Generals of his vast 
army (which amounted to one hundred and forty 
thousand men) were all in possession of hi^ com- 
mands ; and ready, at ^he signal, to obey them. 

At four o'clock in the morning, the divisions 
under Marshals Davoust and Priuoe Poniatofeky 
advanced, skiiting the wood on which rested the left 
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of the Russian army. At six o'clock they cottiiDenced 
the attack, supported by serenty pieces of cannon. 
A discharge of musketry, on both sides^ succeeded. 
They were rapidly repeated ; and their rollies were 
soon accompanied with the loud roaring' of ft heavy 
fire from the redoubt which the French had so 
recently gained. While the battle was thus opened 
on the Russian left, the division of Marshal Ney 
bore down in a Holid column upon the centre, cover- 
ing his movements with the active service of a bat- 
tery of sixty guns Beauharnoi's, at the same time, 
made the battle general, by closittg upon the troops 
on the right, which occOpied Borodino. 

-Koutousoff's line was firm^ and well protected'by 
its strengthened heights. The plans of attack ami , 
defence were simple; and it was soon seeh tbdt tJve 
day was to be won, more by uhdaUHtCd courag« 
than skilfol.manoeovre. Where the powers of the 
head are equal in a contest, the victory must depend 
on the superiority of heart. 

General as the attack seemed, the corps of IVin*e 
Bragation had to sustain f^e accumulating weigM 
of nearly half the French army ; and the determi- 
n^on shewn by its cavalry was so desperate that 
they (Aai^ed even up to the very inoirths of the 
Russian guns. Whole regiments «f them, both 
horses aind •men, were swept down by tiie cannon 
shot ; and, all akmg the front of Bragatioti's line, 
rose a breait-W6rk of dead and dying. 

Napo!e«),'fitadifig that, although he had continaefl 
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the attack for upwards- of three faourG, he was not 
yet able to make an impression, ordered up fifty ad-* 
ditional pieces of artillery, and a fresh division of 
infantry, with several regiments of dragroons, under 
Count Cautinconrt and Murat. This newforce rush' 
ed on over the bodies of their fallen countrymen, and 
did not allow themselves - to be checked until they 
had reached the very breast-work of the Russian 
works. Their vi^rouit onset overturned, with fierce 
slaughter, every thing that opposed them, and oblig- 
ed Bragation to ftiU back, Decu-er to the second line 
of the army. 

Buonaparte, seeing the Russians compelled to this 
movement, deteimined to make it decisive of the 
f<M^ne of the day, by immediately Imnging' forward 
his rig'ht, and turning the few gtms he had found mi 
ihis part of the entrenchments upon their former 
masters. He also added to their strength byre- 
placing those which Bragation, on finding his line so 
overpoweringly pushed by numbers, had taken Off 
with his retiring troops. 

Koutoosoff, seeing his left so daogeroosly pressed, 
sent forward a formidable reinforcement from hJB 
second line, to support the -dauntless front which 
Bragation still presented to the enemy. With this 
aid, which chiefly consisted of grenadiers from the 
reserve, and a body of cavahy, composed of holans 
and cuirassiers, the hrave Prince advancad rapidtjT 
towards the grovnd so lately wrested 6mm him, and 
which he was d^^rmined to regaut. The Frencb 
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observed, his moTement, and poured the thunder of 
their artillery upoQ the intrepid breasts of the Rus- 
sian onset. But the spirit of their leader seemed to 
animate every heart, and urge them onward in spite 
of the roar of death, which met their advancing 
steps. Again they were on the disputed ^und ; 
and the fortified line, and a large redoubt became 
the theatre of battle. The contest was close, des- 
perate, and sanguinary. There seemed bul one 
resolution between the combatants, never to cease 
the strife till one or both should sink in the embrace 
of death. At this irisis, the militia and light troops 
under Toutchko6f, were ordered to shew themselves. 
These faithful patriots rushed from their ambush to 
secwnd their brothers in anus, and fell like lions aa 
their prey. The pikes and hatchets of this newly- 
raised soldiery, were exerted with such fury and 
effect, that the carnage they made amongst the ene- 
mies of their country appeared more a sudden deso- 
lation from an invisible hand, than the deeds of hu- 
man agency. 

This tremendous scene did not last long. The 
French gave way ; and Napoleon had the mortifica- 
tion of beholding the choicest of his troops driven 
from-their late acquired conquest, with immense loss, 
and in great confusion and dismay. 

Whilst this field of blood was exhibited from the 
Russian left to the centre, the right had its sbare 
also of the horrors of war. Beauhamois, supported 
by the division of Mprand, bad attempted to turn 
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it, by taking possession of Borodino. He also made 
an essay to carry the two redoubts which protected 
it; but both eflForts were vain. - He was driven back 
at all points ; and finding no possibility of success, 
after sustaining a great loss, abandoned the idea of 
renewing the attack. 

This despair of the enemy, with regard to the 
Russian right, enabled Koiitoiisoff to withdraw part 
of its foreeii, to assist the Imperial guards, with 
hussars and other cavalry, to reinforce his centre. 

The rage of battle at this crisis was not to be de- 
scribed. The thunder of a thousand pieces of ar- 
tillery was answered by the discharge of an equal 
number on the part of the Russians. A veil of . 
smoke shut out the combatants from the sun, and 
left them no other light to pursue their work of 
deatb, than the flakes of the musketry which blaz-, 
ed in every direction. The sabres of forty thou- 
sand dragoons met each other, and clashed in the 
horrid gloom ; and^e bristling points of countless 
bayonets, bursting through the rolling vapour, strew- 
ed the earth with heaps of slain. 

Such was the scene for an extent of many wersts ! 
and the dreadful contest continued without cessation, 
until the darkness of night deepening the clouds of 
war, the enemy, discomfited in every quarter, took 
advantage of the double obscurity, and drew off 
from the ground^ .When uo object remained Visi- 
ble, the groans of tbe dying marked to the victoVtoos 
Roasians the extent of the dii^hted field. As they 
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planted their night .watches, they found at every 
step full proof that hereafter the reDowned days of 
JhreosMcb, Bylaa, and Wagram, sanguinary m they 
weTe» must ever cede in btood and horror to the 
Battle of Borodino. 

Thus closed that memorable day, and with it ter- 
minated the lives of eighty thousand human beings. 
Hitbwto the annals of modern tailitary achievementi 
have never detailed so terrible a slaughter. W^l 
might Buoaapaft6 esclaim as he abandoned the 
field, " Jamais tm n'a tu pareil champ de bataiUe.'.* 

The loss on both sides was imraenae. Ajul the 
scene of trium|di, even to the conquerors, preseotwd 
a tremendous spectacle. The ground, covered with 
the dead bodies of men and horses, scattered arms* 
dismounted guns, and pieces of artillery left to tho 
victors, offered evory where to the aye the vredt of 
what might alone have composed a graat anay. 

While the veteran Koutouaoff r<yoiced in this ac- 
eeseioa to the glory of his country, he had to r«giwt 
the espeiwe at whioh it had beeo ptu-chased. Mamy 
excellent officers had fallen, and, in- the forew^ct 
r»Bk, the ioestiiaaUe Prince Bragation. His left jeg 
had been compl^Qly ahaiitered by a baU, in one <^ 
the SKHt oriticai ju;icturet of the battle ; and though 
mortaUy wounded, like our own immortal Wolfe> 
he refused to be removed from tfae 6eld until vidory 
iraa declared for the greait cause in which he ^«d 
kia blood. With this gallant Prinoe fell other brave 
apirits worthy to aocompaay his to paradise ; and* 
PDiongst the most conspicuous in that day's contest. 
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were the lieuteoan^Generals Toutchkoff, »id Ko- 
iiovitzeo. 

In the pumber of dangerously, thovigb not mortal- 
ly, wonnded, uf^re found I\tajor-Generals Backme- 
tJoff, l^retoff, Garchikoff, and Rajefsky, whose re- 
spective actions claimed the gratitude of their 
country. Major General Count WorronzoflF, re- 
ceived a severe bayonet wouud whilst intrepidly lead- 
ing-forward a battalion of grenadiers to the charge. 
A great number of officers of inferior ranks, bled in 
this fearful day } and, on the whole, no fewer than 
thirty thousand men f^puld hare falleq, killed and 
wounded, ob the «id^ of Jlus^ia. The French loss 
must have amounted tQ something beyond fifty thoi^- 
^^d. '}'he liQr^^ which lay on the ground from 
right ^ left, niiffib^red full ^ve-and-twenty thqii- 
awij- Xbis wide de^tnictjoii co»t both arpiies nearly 
thfi whole of thjeir ammwiitiaa. The en^my stE^tes 
himself, that hp di$chfirged sixty thoi^sand c^rtridge^ 
from his guns: apd if KoutqusofT answered them in 
the same proportion, one hundred and twenty 
thousand balls vfi^f^ bave been hitrjed that d^y % 
the work of death, qi) the field of Boro4i;)Q> 

]QH0n»part6 \qU ainqngst his killei;|, the General 
CsuUnoourt and Monthran- Twelve other Geoerajs 
were dang^oqidy wounded ; and qne lef^ ^ prisoner 
in the hands of the Russians, witli f^vf! thousand 
W>tdi«iVs, and thirty pieces of caifrton ip his train ! 

Th« dcAub given hy the ep^my. of this battle, 
ai%, a» usual, lirauglit .\fith jnc^rrecfin^ ^nd false- 
hood. After beipif (^h>ge^ t^ l^M^ ^ ^l^t ^^ 
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to pursue a rapid retreat without onc« baiting', till 
he had reached the distance of twelve wersts from 
the victorious Koutoasoff, Napoleon has the effron- 
tery thus to claim the laurels of the day : 

" At two o'clock (says he) alt hopes of success were 
abandoned by the Russians. The battle was ended. 
It is true the cannonade continued ; hut their ob- 
ject was changed. They now fought for safety and 
retreat — no longer for victory." 

With the eirliest dawn Plntoff was despatched 
with his Cossacsin pursuit of the fugitives; but his 
commisyioD was rather to harass and observe them, 
than to make any serious attack. The Russian 
troops were too much fatigued by the toil of their 
Tictory, to allow of a fiercer following up of their 
success at this moment ; and while the French Sed, 
and the Cossacs pursued, Koutousoff employed him- 
self in repairing the losses of bis army, and reward- 
ing with his praise the valour of its heroes. 

The general glory of the day, and the merits of 
each regiment, and individual soldier, by which it 
was achieved, were faithfully detailed by the Com- ' 
mander-in-chief in his despatch to the Emperor 
Alexander. By a happy coincidence, the officer 
bearing the news arrived at St. Petersburgh on 
the anniversary of the Emperor's birth-day. He 
was told that the Imperial family were at their 
devotions in the great Cathedral. He hurried 
thither; and presented hb glad tidings to his 
Sovereign at the very moment when the Te 
Deum for the birth of Uiat Sovereign was resounding 
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tliroiigh the church. Alexander read the report 
with acclamations of gratitude to Heaven ; and the 
victory being publicly declared, the Te Detim was 
again chanted, but every voice now. united in the 
strain which gave glory to the God who had fought 
for Russia, and covered her people with immortal 
hbnours. 

The gracious disposition of the Emperor was not 
satisfied with- barely expressing to the Commander- 
in-chief his admiration of the prowess of the Russsian 
patriots on the day of Borodino ; but he command- 
ed that his thanlcs should be given to the whole 
army; that badges of merit, to bear evidence to 
future generations, of the danntless bravery of each 
individual present, should be distributed along the 
lines. Medals to the soldiery ; and to the officers 
of higher ranks, swords of honour, crosses, and 
stars, and orders of knighthood. To tlie Com- 
mander-in-chief, the Emperor addressed the most 
affectionate acknowledgments, of his glorious per- 
severance and consummate skill, in defeating an 
.enemy who had hitherto deemed himself above all 
human power. The Imperial Alexander added to 
these marks of honour, the rank of. Field-marshal 
to Prince Koutousoff, with the addition of a hun- 
dred thousand roubles ; and to each private soldier 
■who had shared in the glories of that day, he gave 
a largess of five roubles. 

Thus were they rewarded who survived the hard'- 
fought field. But for them who, with the brave 
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Bragation, had laid dowQ their laurelled faeada in 
the dust of conquest and of death ; for them, the 
tears of the Emperor flowed : and with him the 
nation vept, chastening their joy in victory, with 
the regrets due to the heroes who had given their 
lives for its purchase. 



Great as was the advantage gained by the Rus- 
sian arms in the field of Borodino, their Com- 
mander-in-chief only regarded it as the opening of 
a long day of military labours; and though .he al- 
lowed hia troops to refresh themselves during the 
intervals of toil, he saw the hour of rest was far 
distant, and they thought not of repose. With 
^irits alert, and tbfl unsheathed blade still in their 
hands, they followed their magnanimous leader 
through every exertion in the canse of their coun- 
try; and awaited, with^ vigilant impatienoe, the 
mom^^ when their ranks would be restor«d to snf- - 
ficient strengUi to overthrow the new bodies of the 
enemy which now threatened to approach their 
lines. 

Report informed Koutousoff that Napoleon had 
been reinforced with ten battalions of infantry, 
many regiments of cavalry, several hundred carts 
«f ammunition, and much artillery. The most 
formidable part of this army was directing its 
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march towards the po*itioii of the Russian Com- 
man4er-in-ch)ef> while other detachments wer^ 
filing off to it$ left, to Zwenigorod, leadings to 
Moscow.' The Rusijian parties in advance hrocight 
this intelligence ; and Kontousoff, not having yet 
received the reinforcements be expected from 
Toula and Kaloaga, forebore to press foi-ward with 
an open front to check the French ; who he beard 
were nioviog towards the road that crosses the 
ewntry to Veria and Borosk. To prevent these 
movements hemoiing in his flanki, he thought it 
well to retire on the Moscow road; and giving 
the necessary commajids to his victorious Russians* 
they inarched on in excellent order tew^rd^ their 
tujcient capital. Disdainful of a moment's repose 
while aught was yet to be done^ they passed direct 
through the city ; and tnming.to the rigbt, by a ra< 
[ud and masterly march, took up an advantageous 
position on the Kalouga road, not far from Podol. 

By this movement, so -little understood by the 
world at that time, the road to the old capital be- 
came entirely open to the enemy. The snare was 
laid, and the ptey was not long in rushing into the 
toil. 

NapoleQin pursued ihe path of KQUtousoff as far 
a» the gates of Moscow, and halted before then) 
ah^ut noon on the Uth of September. 

y af ioii> opinipns were formed* even in Bnssia, of 
this situation of affairs ; hqt none withdrew their 
conBdence in the integrity of the Commander-iur 
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chief. Steady in one principle of action, be gfave 
this explanation to bis Emperorof a moTement, 
which divided tbe empire between astonishment and 
admiration. 

" Sire! 
" After the hard-fought day, and glorious victory 
of the 26th of August, O. S. (7th of September, 
N. S.) I judged it necessary to quit my position 
near Borodino. Some of my reasons for making 
this movement I have already had the honour of 
communicating to your Imperial Majesty; and I 
shall now add another : in the comparatively enfee- 
bled state of the army after a battle, in which every 
individual contended with the brave resolution of 
conquering or of dying, many fell in the conflict ; 
and the wounds and fatigues of the survivors, 
though embalmed with the laurels of victory, ren^ 
dered'tbe hazard of atiother battle in their weaken- 
ed situation, and with a reinforced enemy, an enter- 
prize not of courage but of folly. To avoid such a 
rencontre, I changed my position, and turned to- 
wards Moscow. During my march, daily skir- 
mishes took place between the troops and the 
enemy's advanced guard ; but no vantage ground 
presenting itself m the short distance that sepa- 
rates the capital from Borodino, and my ex- 
pected reinforcements not having come up, I still 
avoided a general attack, and proceeded on my 
way. 
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. " At this time I learnt that the enemy had sent 
on two stfong columns of fresh troops, the one by 
the road of Borosk, and the other by that of Zweni- 
gorod, to act on our rear on the side of Moscow. 
To seek a battle' under these disadvantages, would 
have been an useless prodigality of blood, and ex- 
posure of my bi:ave troops to the disgrace of an 
overthrow. - The risk, on my part, would have 
been unpardonable ; foi-, though, the reinforced 
army of Napoleon would now have counted more 
than double our numbers, yet in defeat there is 
ever a sense of dishonour as well as of inferiority : 
and, how far would I not lead the Russian soldier 
from any chance of incurring this appalling' feel- 
ing ! Besides, to be beaten before the walls of 
Moscow, would expose the city to the lawless en- 
trance of the triumphant enemy j and its riches and 
its towers ^ould become the strength of Buona- 
parte ! 

" Foreseeing this, I held a consultation with my 
ablest Generals. I imparted to them what I anti- 
cipated must accrue . from the relative state of the 
t\i0 armies j I informed them of the alternative, 
between loyalty to their country and vassalage to 
the invader, which had been decided on in case of 
extremity by the noble inhabitants of the ancient 
city of the Tzars. I offered my opinion on these 
fibcts. Some of my Generalsdissentedfrommej but 
most iigreed with my advice i and we determined 
to allow the enemy to enter Moscow ! 
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" Aware of the expediency of thin measwe, all 
expedition had been previously made to femove to 
a place of safety the contents of ^ araetial, and tbe 
treasures of the city, both pubKc and {H-ivate. Widi 
their property, most of the people departed ; and 
Moscow wa§ left a mere desert of walla and liMuai, 
without ah inhabitant. Call to mind what the fan* 
man body is when deserted by the soni! So is 
Moscow when abandoned by Its citizens. The 
soul of an empire is its people ; and wherever they 
are, there is Moscow, there is the empire of Rnssia. 
Hence, I boldly assure your most Gracioos Ma- 
jesty, that the entrance of the French into Moscow 
is not the conquest of Russia, is not the subjn^.tion 
of the capital of the Tzars. 

" I do not deny that the desperate alteroatire of 
sacrificing the venerable city of our ancestors,' is- a 
wound to all oar hearts, is a stroke that most 
pierce every Russian breast with nnutterable regrets ; 
but then it is a city for an empire ; the immolation 
"Of a part to save the whole. 

" Already it aQbrds me the means of preserviog 
my army entire. I possess the Toida road ; end 
cover, with the extended line of my troops, Ae 
store-house of ' our- resources, the abtmdant pro- 
vinces of the empire, which furnish our armies wkh 
their flocks and their harvests. Had I tfdcen any 
o^er positiMi, or petM^ted in miuotaining Moscow, 
I must haT« abandoned these provinces to die 
enemy, and the consequence would have been d»e 
destruction of my army, ai)d the loss of the empire. 
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" Now, I bold an unmolested communicatiott 
with the armies of Tormozoff and Tchitchagoff j 
and am enabled to form a chain of union with my 
whole force, that empowers me, beginning from the 
"Toula and Kalouga roads, to completely intersect 
the enemy's line of operations, which stretches {rbtn 
Smolenzk to Moscow. By this advantage I cdt 
off every succour he may have in his rear; and, 
hope to compel him in the end to quit the capitfil, 
and to hmuble the proud direction of his plans. 

" Meanwhile, General VinzingoVode has received 
my orders to occupy Twer; and at the same time 
to place a regiment of Cossacs on the road to Yar- 
rastaff, to protect the inliabitants of that city frofn 
the incursions of the enemy's flying parties. Fot 
myself, stationed, as 1 before described, between the , 
enemy and the fertile provinces, and at a short 
distance from Moscow, 1 watch his movements, anA 
gliard the resources of the empire: for, 1 ttiusl 
repeat, that as long as the army of your Imperial 
Majesty exists, (and it will exist as loiig as there is 
a "Russian alive to defend his country \)i the loss o!f 
Moscow is not the loss of the empire! Theinvadef 
will be compelled to evacuate the capital of &e 
. TzarS. Its ruins will be repaired, and the glory of 
the empire brightened by the vfery attempts that 
have been made to extinguish its existence. 

" Dat«d from the village of "Gifiao, 'Stlpf. mb. O.i. Mt8. 
Sept 16tb> N. S. ISia."^ 
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This communication made the planit of the Com- 
luander-in-chtef clear to the Emperor. The peo- 
ple at large regarded the present measures with va- 
rious sentiments. Those who entered into the vete- 
ran's councils admired his consummate -skill as a 
General ; and those who knew them not, confiding 
in his character, awaited with wondering suspense 
the result of movements so far beyond their com 
prehension. 

The information that Moscow was in the posses- 
sion of the enemy, at its first report, certainly struck 
horror into every breast. There is a principle of 
respect, a kind of filial attachment, which the Rus- 
sian feels for all that is connected with his ancestors: 
To see, therefore, the most venerable of their cities, 
the capital of the Tzars, and the residence of the 
descendants of their oldest princes ; to see this place 
in the hands of a foreign power, was more than the 
people could bear with patience. They felt indig- 
nation, not despair, at the usurpation ; and as a sense 
of the insult pressed upon their minds, their courage 
rose in strength and greatness, and they, who,, in 
trapquil times, seemed but common men, in the sea- 
son of conflict shewed themselves heroes. 

The Emperor, in unison with these feelings, and 
to encourage the patriotism of his subjects, by com- 
municating to them the answering sentiments of 
bis own soul, ordered the following declaration to 
be distributed throughout the empire : 
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" Moscow was entero) by the' eneaiQ^, on' the 3d 
of September, O. S. (the 15th N. S.) At tbis ia- 
teltig'ence it might be expected that -coDsterniUion 
would appear in every couatcDance ; but far from uk 
besuchpusiltanimons despondency! Rather, let us 
s-wetu' to redouble our perseverance and our resolu- 
tion ; let 'US hope that fig^ng' ra a just cause, we. 
idiall hurl back upon the «Demy all ^e evil with 
which he seeks to overwhelm us. Moscow, indeed, 
is occupied by French troops-; but it has not become 
theirs in consequence of their having destroyed our 
armies. The commander-in-t^ef, in concert with 
tiile most distinguished of our Qeuerals, has deemed 
H wisest to bend for a moment to necesMty. .He. 
recoils, only to give additional force to the we^^bf. 
with which he will fall on our enemy. Thus will 
the short triuD^)b of the French leader lead to his 
inevitable destruction. 

' ** We know that it is painful to evei^ true heart 
in Russia^ to see the desolators of their country in 
the 'ancient capital of the empire. But its walli 
alone hare been suffered to fall into his hands. D^ 
serted 1^ its inhabitants, and di^)0S6essed qf ita 
treasures, it offers a tomb, rather, than a d>»ellhig 
piacey tp^e rudiless invader, who would th^replant 
a new throne oil the ruins of the empire. 

"' This fToad devastator of kiugdbnis, on his -en- 
traace into Moscow, h(q>ed to bec<Hne the arbiter of 
oAr fates, and to prescribe peace to U5,upop his own 
tertns. But the expcictation is fallacioos. . He finds 
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ia Moicov, Mat oaljr no mtmas for domimtMHi, bnfc 
lio means of existence. Oar forces, alxesdy rar- 
roaodin^ Uokow, and to itUdi every day is bring. 
mg aceeiiioD, will occupy all the roads, and destroy 
every detacfanent the eiieniy may aend forth in 
KwnA of provisionf. Tbfu will he. be fatally coo* 
vioced of bb^rror in cakolatingr that the posteasitm 
«if Moscow would be the conf{aeat oi the ampine; 
and kMcesiity will at Imt oblige him to fly from &« 
mine, throsgb die closiog ranki of oUr intrepid 
ansny. > 

<■ Behold the itate of the enemy. He baa en- 
tered Rusaa at tiie head of an army of tluve bwi- 
df>ed thousand men. Bat whence do tbay eome ? 
H«rc they any natnral union with his aifflraadJaei- 
Bent ? No } the greater n^umber of than mm o£ 
different natioos wbo serve bim, not from ptnowA- 
attachment, not for the hononr of tbeir native land*, 
but from a base and abameffil fear. The disergan- 
iringf principle, in s«eb- a mixture of people, has 
been already pronad. One half of the invader's 
mny, dius made «p of troc^ ihnt bare no natonl 
bond of union, bee bewi destroyed ; some pert, by 
4ie Takmr of oar soldiers ; another, by descrtimv 
ncAiieM, and famine ; and, the miserable tsmaindsr 
is at Moscow. 

" Withoot doubt, the b<^d, or ra^r, it sboald be 
nUetl, rvdh enterpnse of penetrating into Uie boaoot 
of RtfBsid; nay, of occppying it# ancient capital ; 
fMsdstbe pride of 'the supposed coB<pierw: but IT 
>3 TH]B END WHICH CROWNS ALL! 



:dbvGoogIe 



163 

" He lUks Dot yet penetrated into a coontry where, 
one of bis actions has diffuaed terror, orbroaghta 
sing^te Bussia^ to his feet. - Russia clijagv to the pa- 
ternal throne of a sovereign* who stretches orer her 
the guardian arms of affection : she is not qccus- 
tomed to the yoke of oppression : she will not en- 
dure subjection to a foreign power. She wiU never 
surrender. thi^ tretfstve of h^r lawp. her religion, and 
her indepeodeiiee ; nfiA we will shed all oar blood 
in th«ir defence ! This principle is ardent and usi- 
vers^ ; »Qd is manif^st^d in the prompt and volun- 
tBiry orjaniaatiion of the pe»^te under the sacred 
bwper of patriotism. Protected by snch an £!gis, 
whQ is it that yields to degrading apprehension ? Is 
there ftn iddiriduaj V^ the epipire so abject as tq de- 
^nd, nyheq vengeance i^ breathed by every order 
of the statf ? When the eijemy, deprived of ^H hia 
resources, »nd e^b^nsting his strength front A^ tP 
d4j, s^e^ himself in the ipidst of a powerful n9.tion, 
encircled hy her aripiea; on^of which menaces him 
in front, and the other three wf^tch to int^r^^pt the 
arrival of. spocoursi and tp prevent bi^ ^scapis ? Is 
this an objeet of alarm to ^y true-bom JUui^ia)} P 
\Vliet:t Spaip haf brokefi her bonds, an4 adv9.);ipe9 to 
threaten the integrity of the Fr^ch Kmpiie! 
When the greatest part pf ^^i^rope, degmded and 
despoiled by the Frf^^h Ruler, serves him with 9 
revoltiifg hfa|rt:> 49d ^^qg her ^ye? upoq us, await^ 
with iiQpatieqce the 9igfl«l for wpjversjd £re?ii3«m ! 
W^ even Fc^ee hierself w^9))$fi in vjun> and dares 



:dbvGoogIe 



164 

not anticipate an end to the bloody war, whose only 
motive is boundless ambition ! When the op- 
pressed world looks to ns for an example and a sti- 
mulus, sliail we shrink from the high commisaion? 
No ; we bow before th-^ band that anoints us to be 
the leaders of the nations in the cause of freedom 
and of viitue.* " ' ' 

" Surely the afflictions of the human race have 
at length reached their almost point! We have 
only lo look around us on this spot, to behold the 
calamities of war, and* the cruelties of ambition in 
their extre'mest horrw^. But we brave them for 
our liberties; we brave them for mankind. We 
feel the blessed consciousness of acting right, and 
that iOimortal honour must be the meed of a nation 
who, by enduring the evils of a ruthless war, and 
determinately resisting their perpetrator, coinpels a 
durable peace, not only for itself, but for the unhap- 
py countries the tyrant had forced to light in bis 
cause ! It is noble, it is worthy a great people, thus 
to return good for evil. 

" AIl-pDwerful God ! The cause for which we 
fight, is it not just? Look down then with an eye 
of mercy upon thy sacred church ! Preserve the 
strength and the constancy of thy people ! May they 
triumph' over their adversary and thine! Maiy'they 
be instruments in thy hand for his destruction ! and, 
in rescuing themselves, may they fescue the liberty 
and'the independence' of nations and of kings! 

(Signed) « ALEXANDER." 
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Moscow, whose magnificence au(l hospitality 
bad forages been the iidmiratioD of Eufope; she ' 
who bad given laws to conquerors and seen nations 
soing to her for protection ; she was fated to be 
trodden under foot, by a man of obscure birth ; by 
a self-crowned despot, raised by bis own daring 
spirit to tbS throne of Cbarlemagne. Not content 
with the power annexed to one diadem, bitf insa- 
tiabte ambition hurried him from West to East, 
from $outh to North, to trample on the rights of ' 
sovereigns, and to make the liberties of every peo- 
ple his prey. The extended territories of Russia, 
the capital of her vast empire, excited, his avidity ; 
and spreading desolation in his path, he entered the 
city of the Tzars. The palaces and the people at 
once disappeared ; and the scene became one spec- 
tacle of murder, devastation, uid famine. . 

, From the day op whichbis Imperial Majesty had 
visited, the ancient seat of his empire., to summon, 
from the, throne of bis ancestors, his subjects to 
give thair utmost -support against the unparalleled 
aggressions of this war. Count Rastapchin, the mi- 
litary governor of the city, was unremitting in his 
labours to prepare for, the worst. He armed, and 
organized eyery class of individuals, and issued 
.tunelycfders for the removal of every thing in the 
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capital ibai migM be an acceptable ipoil to the 
enemy. The arcfaiTes of the empire and the nobi- 
Jity, the treasureii of the Kremlm, and of the public 
institutions, were taken to places of safety. He 
likewise recommeoded to the princes, and other 
nobles r^ident \a Moscotf , that they .sboold trdns- 
poii their raluables to a distance ; and so, bi case 
of disaster putting the city into the hands ef the 
«iemy> he might derive no advantage from bis 
ctmquest. 

The destruction of Smolenzk bad filled maity of 
the inhabitants of Moscow with apprdlensions for 
tile fiite of the objects dearest fo them ; and ibey 
lost no time in despatching their wives and fedtilieiB 
to distant ' provinces, while they themsdves re- 
maiined, determined to stand by -tiie ^nnbs of tb«tt- 
fathers, to the last gasp of their lives. CtftliA ftXs- 
tapclun, whose intrepidity and personal sacnfiees 
reflect so much honour on his patriotism, left nothitij^ 
unsaid, or example untried, that migbt input Cott^ 
Sdence to these disinterested men. While h« 
frankly acknowledged the situation in wUoh the 
city stood, he declared there Was no cause Ibr im- 
mediate a:pprehension ; but he pledg<ed himself 4iat 
should it be imminently endangered, he wotdd lose 
not a moment in giving full intimation to tite in- 
habitants. The feeble, from age and Bex, migfat 
then retire to refuge; while he hoped the citizen, y«t 
strong in manhood, 'would not rcqnine a second 
fi^ to rati^b himself nnder tiie bannafs c^ lits so^ 
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Tcnign, and to join die Jwroe&T^bo were regolyeil 
to repel the invader, or to die in the contest. 

D«ring these prepanitioRB in the Imperial otty, 
the Fretich continned to sdrance. ■ They arnred 
ttt Dorogoboache^- Wlazma, and Gcfatrte, and was 
eren heanl of on their way to Mojui^ The e^ 
feet of this intellig^ence, in tpite of the preceutioB»y 
eticonn^ementfl of Rastapchin, inliMsd an al^ming 
panic into the women, nnd weaker charaoten 
&in(H>||st the people of Moscow, A thousand ex» 
aggerated reports were spread alwoad, a thonsand 
idle stories were, invented to tncreaiie t^ dismay of 
the fearful, which at last became so dangnoos a* 
to demand a scrutiny ; and dien it was discvtered 
that, notwithstanding the vigilance of the peiice, a 
band of secret emissaries from the invader bad in* 
sinuated themsdves into the circles of the capttalf 
«nd were the priinary sources of these -appsUing 
fif^ions. The traitors were scixed, and seat to ro- 
P«nt of their treachery in Siberia; while the peo- 
ple, who had been terrified by their repr»entatiMM, 
either withdrew to distant cities, or reposed them> 
Selves on th6 word of the Crovemor, to acquamt 
them whenever danger should really approach. 

The happy appointment of Prince Kontousi^ t« 
be Conmander-ia-ehief, sappcnted the encooragin^ 
promises of Rastapchin; srad awakened i^oaUe cob* 
fidence in Ibe people. ^ 

The bMUe 6f Borodino was fought, and the vie* 
tory wen ; hak it waa a victory dnnched in Uoad-j 
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it was a victttrj that poiated ^m jteep to stacp ; 
terrible were the perils yet to overoMne. Tbe pre- 
serration of the empire depended <» fHie ^reat de- 
cision. The oavard path, iii tbe jud^niea^ of most' 
•pitaiofit, lay in maiotaioiniRf tbe pessewioD of Mos- 
cow. Koutouw^ found few to coincide with bitt 
ahemative ; but he had the magnanimity to throw 
his ni^le repotelion, tbe renown of seventy years, 
iato tbe ucale of his country; and be resolved on 
sacrifinng the capkal of the Tsars, to the {veaer- 
vabop of thtir empire. 

Despotobeii to this effmd were seat to Count 



/^ Tbe fatal news spread throu^fh tbe whole town. 
Kothii^ can paint the confiisioQ and distressing 
scenes which ensued. The houses echoed with 
siiridts aad groans. , Mothers and wives were se- 
parating themselves from tbeir sons and bqsbands, 
who were determined to follow the steps of their 
Governor, or to abide in tbeir native city while one 
^ne remained on another. .Children were weep- 
ing their - last adieus to tbeir fathers ; and tbe sick 
and the aged refused to be carried away, to die far 
dtstimt from their .paternal altars and tbeir. parents* 
tombs.- The streets and the avenues were crowded 
with carts and oarrii^;es of all descriptions, ^led 
with old .and young ; some lying prostrate, m io- 
sensibihty after the struggles of separation ;. and 
others making the air re-echo with. tb«ir oies 
agauuft.Che tyrant whose invasion. cUvorced them 
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from.dieir hone*. Many thoasand Sirfetclk^ bc&igi 
who h&d Dotisifob meiuis of aeeking safety, were 
compelled to fly on foot from tha expected- advance 
of the pitileiB /oe. . The so lately happy- cit^ of 
Moscow,. n»w poured forth from her f^ooizted bo- 
bom weeping aiukitudes of her deEiolate children. 
Some fled to friends at -a distavce; oitbers'kuew 
not where to go, but sought . « refuge frpn) the 
enemy, in the compassionate charity of the neigk- 
bourihg provinces. Qdany turned oq their steps; 
some women, clinging to the objects of their- ten- . 
derest vows, found it itqpossible to desert the. spot 
.which they staid to defend.; and many old men, 
' tittered back to Uieir paternal sheds, eKclaiming, 
" where we were, bom imd nourished, there will we i 
lay -us down and; die !" - • 

The final orders of the Military Governor were 
given. In v^in he besought the reomant of the 
^nhabitajits he still-saw, toaoDompany his mardi ; 
they v^t their reft^al, but were firm ; and, tlie 
cause of his couiUry fprl;>iddiog his longor delay, 
he made the signal, and, at the head of forty 
thousand brai^ citizens, completely arjned; he quit- 
ted the cit; to. join the army of the Commander- 
in-chief. 
- The few who now remained, and had strength 
to assemble in one spot ; the feeble from age, and 
the tender fcom affection, the devoted patriot, and 
the desperate avenger; they mft in a little band, 
4et«nnin^ to expire in thsi flames of, the «M.^ 
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nAti 4m MiDld tts sacnd towcn become the 
bnhrarks of A* aiMMiiu who bad dwolatsd ikma 
iMHDei ond mnrdered their peace. 

On the 14th of September, at mid-day, Uie enemy 
^ipearod befix* the walls of Morcow. His ad- 
vanced gaard, Hnder the covmuid <d Rfnrat and 
Beanbaraois, Altered the gates with all the prtde 
and ptMp of coii(|aest. The troope moved (ovardfe 
tie Krsmlm. A part of the scM-derrated chiEene ' 
bad taken reAige there; and, dosing tjie gate** 
desperately Btlempted its defence 1^ a dicebar<ge of 
their, ihuskets. - Feeble were barriers of stone said 
iron against a host : Uie gates were insbmtly fwoed, 
and the brave victims of patriotism masMKred n^wa 
the floors of their ancient fortress. -^ 

Scarcely had the murderous act been perpetMted, 
when tbe pyres of loyalty were lighted, and Moscow 
appeared at different i^uarters in flames. The 
fVench troops, as Uiey poured into tbe d ev o ted 
<9ty, bed spread themselves in every direction in 
search of plnnder } and in their progress they cosi^ 
mitfed outrages so horrid on the persons of nSl 
whom they discovered, that ftitfaers,' desperate to 
save their children from poIlutioD, would set ^eto 
their place of reftige, and find a surer asylwa in 
itsflaanes. 

Tbe streets, the booses, tbe cdlars, flowed wiA 
blood, and -were filled with violation and camag«. 
Manhood seemed to be lost in the French soldief ; 
for nothing was to be disowned in him bat Ae wiM 
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beast ravennig; for prey; or rather the fimd of hell, 
ghdtenh^ himsdf in the commUaion of every hor- 
rible crime. The fire* lit by the wantonnew of them 
maAnden, nrin^d witk the bomitig sftcrifiees of 
the exfarlngf people ; and tbe rsflBotu passed like 
(tetnons throng (iis-lamefl* sackiog private dwellp 
m^ and public repoiitorieit and wbea 4lH»e yield- 
ed no more, they tufned their saciilegiois, steps to 
tbe pillage of th« cfaiir<^es. The horroraof Smo- 
leiak were re-acted ia the sanctuaries of Moscow. 
Altars were agraia soiled . with Udod ; sacred vessi^ 
broken aad carried away ; the relics of saints pfO> 
fiuied ; and even the dead disturbed, in search <rf 
bidden treasures. 

'Whibt these enormities w&ce committing^ Bw- 
napait^ remained at tbe barrier leading to Uie Smo- 
ieb^ road, irapatteotly awaiting tbe ciKiUBWtlMoe 
wliidi he had determined should pi^oede bis tri- 
umphant entry into Moscow. He deferred th/U 
pompons ceremony until the autMorHie$ ^f tht 
tHijf should uTJve in deputation to invHe his eotraac^t 
fie looked again and again towards its Walls ; aU 
netned busy there, but nothing presented itself in 
tite form he expected. The aiibenioon came, and 
yet no perron appeared. He then toi^ the resolu- 
tion of sending a Polish General into the town» to 
rnggest to U]e citizens the desired dep^ation. The 
General proceeded on his errabd > and enquiring 
hi> way of a resident foreigner whom chance brought 
in ins path, he was coadudted b^ this strat)g«r t^ 
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the palfice which had been the seaA of iforcmiikeDt ; 
then to the police-office^'and afierviirds to tke Iionse 
of the Governor-General. In short ' he made kis 
guide lead hihi to every place wbo'e he might have 
any ^spectatioD oi meeting a: pabKe fiinctionary ; 
tint the search was in rain. He retamed to Napo- 
leon with the information, that no i^ai authortieg 
remained in Moscow ; that the city was already a 
dAtert, and would eooq be a he^ of rains. This 
was the first time that the tyrant's expectations had 
bfeen disappointed in the ■ homage be aatacipated 
from a captive city. No farce of deputation, do 
keys presented, no plaudits of the moderation of 
the conqueror, were offered to the advamtii^ Cse- 
sar! Not one shadow of respect presented itself, 
worthy a Bulletin 'or a Monitdur! However, tht 
invader of Russia would not quite relinqnisfa his 
preposterous fiopes. He Battered himself that on 
Ae next day the resident foreigners at least, would 
collect some of the terrified- natives, and uniting 
themselves with them in the form of a representation 
of the city, would fbmish him witH some materiak 
for publi^ing a triumph. In this exportation h« 
took np his quarters for that uight in the Petrofsky 
palace, about a mile from the St. Petersburgh bar- 
rier. The wished-for morning broke, the noon suc- 
ceeded it, and still no trace of a coming deputation 
could be discerned. Incensed at this double dis- 
appointment, he at last gave up the expectation ; 
and, giving orders fot hia g^nard to proceed, he en- 
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tered the town ia sullen silence. Without the 
'beating' of drufDS, the discharge of cannon, or any of 
the parade with which he usually gratified the pride 
of his army, he took possession of the capital of the 
Tzars! The feelings attendiiig the accomplish- 
ment of this long-anticipated enteqnise, were like 
tho!!e of Satan on the destruction of paradise. The 
fiend was received with hisses by his damned crew ; 
and the' desolator of Russia found no other acclaim, 
even from his own followers, than the shrieks df 
the unhappy vietims they were immolating to their 
fury. 

He repaired to the Kremlin; and taking posses-- 
sion of the great fortress of the empire, with every 
vengeful passion threatening from his countenance, 
he called around him his most confidential officers, 
and expressed to them his indignation a{ the man- 
ner he had been received. These base satellites, 
, taking their tone from his rage, enlarged on the op- 
position his soldiers had to quell in the town ; and 
pronounced the noble contempt with which the few 
remaining -inhabitants had treated their master, at 
an affront that deinanded the most exemplary pu- 
nishment. 

Scarcely had Napoleon arrired in the palace of 
the Tzars, when, in the midst of this bloody c6n-' 
sulfation, a fire was- announced to have broken 
out close to its walls, in the very Kremlin, His 
fufj now knew* no bbiinds. He denounced the 
divert vengeance against the perpetrators ; wid order- 
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ed every pemm 4ut could be soipected* or Rnwim 
foiwd near the »pot, to be seize4 and brought b^oni 
him. One b«ndred brave Mascont«s were tftoa in 
tlie power of bis gaards. and buried to tbe pretence 
of the tyravt, oo the ground nebr tbe cathedral 
which fronts the pftlace. 

They were interrogated reApectiog the deed, 
and who had prompted them to it. They were pro- 
mised life, and an abw>lttte pardon from all puoich- 
ment, if they would confess to these queatioos, and 
swear allej^pAi^ce to N^toleon. A stoin wleoce was 
observed by all. Again and again they were inter- 
rogated; aad s(iU, from tbcpii not a word was 
spoken. 

The tyrant's patience was exhausted ; and find- 
ing that neither threats nor promises conld fhake 
the fidelity of these men to their sovereign, he 
gave the order, and Hhey were immediately bat* 
chered. In tbe moment of death, each stopped 
before the other, first to receive the shaft that was 
to separato hi|n 'l^om his companion. With cslm- 
ness in dteir countenances, and fortitude in their 
demeanor, they f<inip)y made the sign of the oross 
upon their breast, and fell under the stroke of their 
ftssassins. The author of their fate daisd nf>t look 
i^tonthem; but h« liatoQed with e^pUtation to the 
Qriag of the hundred balls . which, succesuvely, 
deprived the demUless bAnd of existeqce. 

This cruel maiw»ere soon became Ipi^wn to thp 
WT^hwi T&iviim of Ae inibftHtaptsi «nd, while 
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det^Utiop of tbe act doubly mvi&iQtmA their ha- 
tred of Napplew. they repeated their paths sooner 
to dis thaji to acknowledge his authority. Both 
sexpi joined in. U;te vow; and then, wjth te^rs of 
de^ir they divided, to seek a tempprary r^ffo' 
in the ^^lUrs, and amongst the smoking ruio^ of 
their once happy dwellings. Daring the night they 
some^wes. met to repledge their faith to each o^w, 
but io tbe day^ scarc«1/ a native of tbe city wa« to 
be«een. 

Ifotwithstandin^ the terrific exatof^ yr)ach the 
French leader bad maide of the hnndr^d Mosco. 
vites wham be supposed bad set fire to |j)e %xemr 
hui he yet feared a repetition o( tbe ^^nipt from 
othws oi tiie peo{^ ; and, to take every precan- 
tiob ifnt' bip . Mwurity, he ordered all the ,gat«B to be 
kept close shut, with the single exception of that 
wbi(^ opens to the Nioolisky street, and by which 
no we sboubl eater but the oncers higboHt in hii 
mo^dence. Thus did t^ dread of a &w JoyaJ 
spirits, (too few to eme^e froiv their wqpet hidii^y- 
places!) hold the invader of their country a prison- 
er, «Te(i in the centre of bis vaunted con^iiests ! 
Do we not »i .thi«, aee tivit there are tiip«f in whJfih 
ev#»,the MO«t Euoeesafnl guilt will stand b> bw^ of 
Tirtwe? U is to b^ dc4>l»n4i that bwp«iw)ru9(4 
more t^m tn«d. 

Th* fine wbiob had bwn Ht in the Kieffibq, 
fimnd auHMvipg heatHW* Iknmghout tb« wl»(4» 
xnigt of the or^lw wUfdi oBuprised tb» «i^ of 
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Moscow. ' 'The conflagration continued to spread m 
ewery direction, and, with its df^ouring' flames, 
augmented the horrors of the niglit, ' The soldiers, 
regardless of order or discipline, and intitigated by 
the example cJ too many of their ofilcers, seized 
erery occasion which these scenes ' {»%sented, to 
pillage and destroy. 

' Buonaparte beheld the increasing destruction 
with uneasiness, lest the ungoveniable pn^press of 
the flames should wrest from him the. glory of pos- 
sessing Moscow, by the utter consumption of the 
city. To avert this \Aow to his pride, be com- 
manded his generals to leave no means untried to 
extinguish the thonsaiid fires by which he was 
enveloped. His orders were sedulously obeyed; 
but it was not until the 20th of the mouth that the 
fierceness of the flames ceased to rage. 

' The picture, drawn of the comnteneement. of 
these calamities, by a sharer in them, and one who 
Was ait eye-witness of their horrors, is a faitfafiil 
refiresentation, and I will subjoin it. 

*' FVom the night of yesterday (September ]4th) 
until dtat of the 19tb, the fire blazed m all quart^^. 
It &st broke out ne^r the Foundhng Hoipita)!, and 
then, almost immediately, .on the side of the eity 
close to the stone bridge, and in theneighbonrbood 
4^ the place wfai^ the king of Naples selected for 
his residence. A third, and more extraiive -fire, 
burst out and spread itsdf al<nig the face of ti>e 
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wrMb, never before presented so awful a sptfctacle 
to mankind ! 

"■ Throngh biltows of fire, npon etery elevated 
i^)ot, hundreds of the blood-thirsty robbers were 
seen chacing- their onhappy Tictims to nametees 
outrag'es, and to more welcome death. "Where 
was there an asylum for suffering' human natare? 
Where for feeble ag'e, shrinking from the impend- 
ing" tortnre? Where for the Meedtng limbfl of 
the young patriot? Where for the frantic maici, 
flying from the grasp of the lawless ruffian ? 
There wax no refilge on earth: and guilt, for a 
time, had Hs trihitiph. Napoleon,- from the win- 
dows of Ihe Kremlin, mitst have contemplated the 
progress of this delii^e of destruction. While he 
riniddered, for his owb sake, at the stonsy oceftB 
of fire swelling and sinking, and urgihg its Waves 
toWafds him, he Mint, assuredly, have- been vi- 
sited by som« thoaghts to remind btlB that he Was a 
tnlmerable man ; (hat an hour would come whan he 
must account for the scene before him, to the Beinj^ 
by whom himself and all the creatures now pertsb- 
ing by his toeans, were alike created! If ever his 
eonScieDce has spoken to him, if ever it has made 
itself heard, it was in one of these' dreadfill n^hts. 
The James of Moscow most have been, to him, the 
tot'ch of the furies." 

Whatever might have been the private feeling 
Of this chief of batwKtti, be was aware of ^e ne- 
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cessity of presetving some place of shelter for his 
followers during the approaching inclemetit sea- 
son ; and to secure what had escaped the united 
devastation of sacrifice and of rapine, he attempt- 
ed to institute a civil authority and a police. He, 
who had anyoked the demons of ticentiousness and 
• rebbery, now felt alarm lest the eflfeets of their 
biind focy should recoil upon himself; and to ensure 
his own ttafety,' he was at last Obliged to &x limits 
to aggresfiion on others. 

After making several ineffectual efSirts, some- 
times menacing, and at other times alluring by 
promise, he at length persuaded ceftain individa-* 
als to take en them so degperste a' duty, and to 
form themselves into a municipal body. Monsienr 
Lesseps, who bad once be&n the French Consul- 
general at Saint Pftersburghi (and whose exer- 
tions deserved the credit of having gained this 
point) was appointed Intendant of the Province of 
Moscow. Active as were the officers of thi^ neces- 
«ary authority, it was so novel a thing, ^at the 
objects of it hardly acknowledged its power; and 
robbery and murder continued to stalk abroad with 
as daring fronts as ever. Even these new magis- 
trates, as they went about in discharge of their 
offices, were affronted, assailed, and beaten to their 
quarters with insnlt. Every covps ot the army, 
inarching in from the camp, without the barrieni, 
coitld prove the same right to plunder, as that 
whioh had' been e^Kercised by those whose good 
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fortune had sent them first into the field of pillage. 
NAPOLEON HAD PROMISED THEM THE 
TREASURES OP MOSCOW! 

After the captare of SmoleDzk, and the disap- 
pointmeDt sustained there by the removal of its 
riches, Napoleon had decided on making an attempt 
upon Moscow ; and, should he carry the place, to 
devote the wealth of its princes and its people to 
the avidity of his soldiers. With this view, and to 
appease the murmurs that reached his ear respect- 
ing the unsatisfied wants of the army, he announced 
. to them that Moscow was his next object; that his 
troops should winter there; and that, from the 
bosom of its abundance, while his soldiers were im- 
bibing new strength from its fhll stores, he would 
dictate terms of peace to the Emperor Alexander, 
and fix the glory of France on a pinnacle that would 
irradiate the whole world. 

While on hb march, and perceiving the spires 
and minarets of Moscow at a distance, he pointed 
to them and exclaimed to his followers :— " Behold 
the end of your campaign! Its gold, and its plenty, 
are yours." 

It was to these promises be owed bis present em- 
barrassment. How could he chastise the ravages 
to which he had given his licence ? and how could 
he hope to conciliate any part of a people whose 
fellow-citizens he abandoned to the most wanton 
destruction ? To extirpate is not to conquer. And 
the services of the conquered would be too useful 
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%o him in his proposed advances to the subjugation 
of the empire, to allow him to witness the calamities 
of Moscow without seeming to check their tide. 
To do it in reality was beyond even the power of 
Buonaparte j and, what he could not remedy, be 
sought to excuse by pubUshing an i^logy for mili- 
tary robbery ! This manoeuvre produced no other 
effect than to develop to .all parties the convenient 
political morality of its author. 

The fire was at last extinguished ; but the woik 
of desolation still continued in the sacking of the 
place, committing violences in the streets, and de- 
fying the civil authorities. To c^tpose this insubor- 
dination. Napoleon had resort to placards and pro- 
clamations ; and finding them despised, he went so 
(ar as to have two or three of the most atrooiouB 
offendersshot. When even this small shew of justice 
appeared amongst their enemies, some few of the - 
poor inhabitants, perishing with hunger, took heart, 
and crept from the obscure recesses in which they 
bad lain concealed. But what a change had taken 
place during their e^rt reUreat ! Moscow was no 
longer to be recognised. Nothing remained of its 
once magniBcent city, but a vast [dain, covered with 
ruin^i and smoking ashes ! Every where the dilapi- 
dated streets were choaked up with human bodies> 
and the carcases of dead horses. And yet there was 
a more direful fipectade to behold: wretched fathers 
ajid husbands, runmng to and fro, seeking from the 
mui^ered heaps the mangled remuns of tiieir mres 
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and iaxif^n ! Others niBlied wildly frHti their 
eoverta, flemaiHling mmetbin^ to appease the cruv- 
ingsof fatnisbiDg nature! Aod same, exhausted t^ 
want aad misery, wilhoot a munnar, or taming 
•ren an eye of impplication to tboir oppressors, fell 
eKlfflided ou the earth, expiring on the native soil 
to which they had deroted their existence. 

Tbas, day nfter day, iacreased the diittresses of 
this venerable city. But while tyranny trampled it 
iji die dust, he did not escape feeling' some part of 
the injury he inflicted. In the rencontres of licen- 
tioosaess, and the assassination of the helfdess 
people, tb^ French soldiers forgot how to use their 
ainie in the open 6etd. Though full of threats and 
hmnbast, all their exploits, during their stay at 
Uoscow, may be samtned up in a few reconnoitring 
akirauBhes, and two or three abortive attempts to 
procure proTsiou. 



To have a clear apprehension «f the succeeding 
tranucttoas of the campaign, it will be necessary to 
recapitulate^ «n tra^n, a few circunudafices already 
noticed. 

^ter the battle of Bprodino, Prinee Koutousoff 
efiaima4*i bis march frpm the scene of bitt vict«iy 
wUtiout «»y nokfitfttiQi); and or the 3dth of i6*9^ 



idbvGoogle 



18a 

teDl^er baited aWut f^ee versts from I^oscov, 
where he beM « council -of war; the d^ciskms of 
which have beeA already stated in .tjbie p^per be, 
addressed from Giliao to hi^ Imperial Majesty. 

Having; balanced every sacrifice with its icor- 
respoading' advantage, and ^settled aJl preliqiifi^iea 
to meet the oece$fiity of abaodoaing the lutetropoliSj 
early io the nun'iiing of the 14th he parted from its 
gallant Groveraor, the magDaaimous Rastapcbio. 
and mai%bed through the city to tike b^rj^r iOif 
Kalumna. He passed that boundary, aad by affect'- 
iug eertahi disposiitions aoMised the eneit^y, wlvLst in 
reality he took i^ the ground he had predatenDined 
to occupy to the southward of the town. 

Accordiugto itbe airangeweat between the Cmn- 
mand^-4a-chief and the Governor of MosooWr 
before tjie French approAcfaed the cit)f the who^ 
of the «ick and wouj^bded. wlio wer«; able to. b^r 
motion, were taken away and carried to [^ces of 
saiety. Amoagist these involuntary fugitives, was 
thebrave and ever-to-be-Iamented Prince Braga- 
tion. He died as he bad lived, amidst the ^ory of 
bis actions, and was buried in the way to Yarraadaff 
with every mai^ of bonour dde to bJB virtues. Gal- 
knt, and aaiiable Bragation ! What has been said 
of the heroic Bayard nay .ta truly be affirmed of 
thee. " Thou wert without fear or reproach." 

A£tw tbe Russian army bad made two movemaitf 
by ithe way of Giliao, it crossed the river Mo^va* 
m*r KiOtdakova. At a distance of eight or nine 
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wersto it begnn ita flank di^ositions by forced 
roarrhes, and on the IStb of the month reached the 
city of Podol. The rear-guard, which bad been left 
along the bank of the Pocra, had orders to follow 
the (lireciinn of the main army ; but previously to 
detach a Ntrong body of Gossacs to make such false 
df mon:«trations as would induce the enemy to ima- 
gine that the whole mass of troops were moving on. 
K'lumna. This manceuvre had the desired effect ; 
for the French, believing these Cossacs were the 
covering parties of the rear-guard, despatched a for- 
midable furce towards Uiem ; and they conducted 
themselves with such ability and resolution, that the 
movements of the main army were completely con- 
cealed, and the enemy so deceived by their demon- 
strations, that he directed his attention to no other 
point. So ably wati this feint executed, that it lasted 
lor several days, and allowed the Commander-in- 
chief to pass, without the smallest dirturbance, to 
his selected pottition upon the ancient road leading 
to Kalouga. 

He arrived on this commanding line on the 38d, 
and stationed Iiii; head-quarters at the village of 
Rrasnoy-Prucra. By this position, his right steetched 
across the Toula road ; his left, beyond the Kalouga 
new road; iuid bis centre occopied the old road. 
This arrangement planted a bulwark of invinciUe 
patriots between the richest Russian provinces and 
f;he enemy ; shutting him completely out from th^ 
abundant fields and opul^at cities. The Orel also. 
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by this admirable position, was barred from him j 
and every long'-cherished hope of drawing supplies 
from that quarter, he was ob1ig;ed now to abandon. 

Besides these judicious stations for bis main army, 
Koutousoff detached a large body of troops under 
Major-general Dochtorroff, towards Mojusk, to act 
on the rear of the French. He also sent several 
corps of Cossacs and hussars to intercept the rein- 
forcements and convoys that might be on their way 
to join the enemy in Moscow. Thus were the dif- 
ferent divisions of the Russian army appointed at 
this awliil crisis of the empire ; and in the trying 
hour, happy were those whose courage was put to 
meet death alone. Agonies more severe than the 
most torturing deaths, did they endure, who bore 
the iron which entered their very "souls, as they stooB 
at their posts within sight of Moscow, and beheld 
the horrors of that devoted city. 

The account which the French bulletin gives of 
this movement of Koutousoff, is particularly curious; 
not for its military view of the matter, but from the 
tvHTi which the writer wii^es to give to the de- 
meanor of the Russian army on witnessing the con* 
flagration of their ancient metropolis. 

** The Russian army," observes this journalist, 
'* on evacuating the Ralomna road, made a tour of 
half Uie city, at a distance of six wersts. The wind 
setting in this direction, drove volumes of fire and 
^moke upon tiiem. Qur march, a Russian officer is 
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r«|H>rted to luvs laid, was a martA of gloom ; t^ 
smoht, and^f reUgion. Dismay^tUd tvery breeutj 
fittd we became w patetrated with horror, both qfikert 
fmd men, that the most profound sUenee reifned 
tkrotiffbout the armff, a silence as if ail were at 
prayer" 

If this remark were ever nade, out of the pages 
IB wiiicli we fiiid it, the speaker must haye bee^ a 
Frenchman ; for, no man io the Russiim army could 
b^Tfi mistaken tiie awful silence of that march. It 
was tb£ Bil^oe of men, called upon to immolate the 
«bJ6c(8 dearest to them, for the preservation of their 
cmintry. It w;i$ the silence of men witnessit)|f the 
Mcaifice of- these objects in the raging^ ires of 
Jfoscow. There perished the homes of tbejr fathers, 
the endearmenXs of domestic love ; all that is pi>e- 
cious to the parent, to the husband, and to the fciend ! 
Can men h»Te hearts, and mistake the cause of the 
profeuod silence «f the EiisiHan soldiers, as i^ey 
moved on, and beheld this scene ? Where is the 
siq>a«tition, (for this report would so iosiauate of 
religitm I) of bie»tbi«g a prayer at sudi a itttnaeot ? 
In beholding this demoniac proof of nj^an's ambiti- 
ous enmity against man, where can the outraged 
{^irit turn with more reason, than to invoke itfae fi-od 
of ipercy, for objects so dear? Xwe^ md '^t d»- 
may; true religion and not superstitioiis glo<4Q, 
then occupied the minds of the Bmssiw ^fvy : 
;ind, whije their prayers cfLHed pn Uea-ven to 
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pity tbe devoted city, they conld hardly fail from 
adding- a cry for retribMio* " od tbe he^ds of Utf 
first authors of all these miseries." 

The fall of Moscow, as the veteran Commander- 
in-chief expreiised hiumelf, vsa not that of the 
counti^. Tbe enemy's aim had baes to strike at 
the heart of the empire, and he bad made the blow, 
hut the wound was irot moHal. " Moseoiv is not - 
Russia !" exclaimed every voice, " the empire ak-* 
ists in ourselves !" The Imperial AteKaoder, 
worthy of commanding such a people, sympathised 
with their enthusiami ; and seeing tbe salvation of 
tbe state ia th^ir heroic faith, reiteratsd tbe eenti- 
ment, " It is the end which crowns the toil !" 

The army of K-outousoff augmented itg numben 
every day ; and in a few weeks tbe army of the in-' 
vader was in a state of blockade. Every hand was 
raised against him, every device piit in executioa 
to reduce him to e^^tremity. Thousands of brave 
men left their ploughs to range' themselves under 
the banners of their comUry ; and those who came 
not to tbe regular lines^ armed themselves in the 
be»t wanner they could ; »ad, disperang themselves 
over tbe roads and by-trays^ tbe wands end tbe ra- 
vines, bunted out the fiMraging parties of the enetny 
witb the most deadly diligence aad revenge. 
Hordes of troops were eoutiwudlly arriving from the 
foot ot the Qaqeaeu^i and Crom tbe shores of the 
CftspioD' The fattbest domiaionB of the empire 
pressed forward their flone to oirenge the ruia of tbe 
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Imperial City, aod to coDvince its desolaton that 
Akxander reigned in the hearts of all bis people. 
Bashkirs, Calmacs, and Tartars, crowded from the 
east and the soath to swell the glortoos host destined 
to rid the empire of its proud invaders. 

The Cossaca of the Don, not satisfied with the 
proofH of loyalty they were already g^ivia^ in the 
field under their brave Hetman, had prepared aa 
armament of reserve from amon^t the veterans who 
had served their liquited time, and their youth of an 
^e to bear arms. Twenty of these re^ments, 
(the old, eager to renew the trao^mrts of victory ; 
and the young, to begin the contest) were ready to 
inarch at a few hours' notice. SiK pieces of 6yiog 
artillery were to accompany them to the field. In- 
dependent of this force, not only raised, but equip- 
ped, on the baoks of their native river, another was 
to be formed in the same quarter under the direction 
of the nobility of Novogorode. They presented 
them with fifteen hundred horses ; and the Cossac 
merchants, residing in tbat city, made a solMcrip' 
tion amongst themselves, amoantjng to ninety-three 
diousand six hundred roubles, to iurnisb arms for 
their brave coontrymeo. In fact, but one feeling 
seemed to animate the soals of every Russian sub- 
ject. To g,ve all that he possessed on earth, in ex- 
ehange for the liberty of the empire : his [»oper^> 
his affections, his life. Never did Europe, or the 
world, behold so determined, so universal^ so con- 
craitrated a spirit of patriotism. 
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The French army, after havings lost sight of the 
Rassian force, (a body of one handred and fifty 
thousand men !) for many days, at length, to their 
astonishment, foond it close to their rear ; and made 
the discovery at the very time when their advanced 
parties were rambling about, at a considerable dis- 
tance in search of it. The Geberal-aide-de-camp, 
Baron Vinzingorode, being on the opposite side of 
Moscow, at Twer, had pushed hif) troops forward 
upon the roads in -so many directions, that his right 
detachments reached the quarter of Mojabk, and 
acted in concert with those which had been des- 
patched from the main army on the Kaloug^ road. By 
these able, prompt, and, to the enemy, unexpected 
manoeuvres, almost an entire circle was formed 
round the French at Moscdw. 

While we feel the praise that ought to be given to 
the Russian General for these movements, we~ can- 
not easily comprehend how one of so renowned mi- 
litary abilities as Buonaparte, (and aided too, by 
such experienced officers), could hare allowed him- 
self to remain in ignorance of motions so decisive of . 
his fate. In this crisis, be appears to have lost the 
penetration of a General, which leads him to cal- 
culate with tolerable certainty on the probable 
movements of his opponent. And, either he must 
have been strangely negligent of seeking the n 
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sary information, or, those he employed were very 
erroneous in their obserrationy and reports. The 
ioratuation which sometimes falls upon even the 
greatest men id the moM critical junctnre of their 
affairkt is dAea as wonderful to the obeerver as it is 
fatal to the subject of its influeDce. 

Ob the discovery of the near neighboarhood' of 
the Russian position, . a considerable part of the 
French uroiy formed itself close under the waUa cf 
Moscow, and placed strong divisions on the re- 
spective-roads, from that of Kalnmnatodiatof Snot 
Fetersburgb. 

' The advanced guard of Koutoiisoff 's army was 
Matioued ,in a parallel direction to these positions c^ 
tbd enemy, about ten wersts in their front, and as far 
a& tke Ben* Ikaloi^road. . 

Thus were Ae Fi-enoh involved by the lines of 
SlttssJa, as. the tiger is entangled in the meshes of 
the snare by which he i^ caught. Moscow which 
was to be the palace from which the conqueror of 
the world had decreed he would issue bis irrevo^- 
ble mandates^ was now fai.s prison ; and, in the 
Midst of bis field-marshals and his legions, the Great 
Nap(Jeon ftwnd bimself out-generaled and a csp- 
tive. Disappointment and consternation ^read 
Uiroughout the invading army. Little else bad they 
derived from the merciless sacking of the Bossian 
capital^ than blood and an accession of guilt. Ptms- 
fed with wants of every description, in vain did dicy 
look with (oDgin^ eyes towards that Franee bo few 
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of them were to see again; aod on tbfeway towbicb, 
tbey now saw Dotbing^ bat Russian troo{is intercept- 
ing- their couriers, ^ir reinforcements, aod their 
provisions. Thus, their military fame eclipsed, and 
their very exi^«nce menaced, by the foe. tbey bad 
so lately threatened to annihilate, the; cried dloud 
for that peace, which their proud leader had .pro>- 
mised tliem should be entreated by the eobquered 
Russians at the gates of Moscow. 

Btwnaparte, as he 1»ad waited at tlie barrier of 
the city for an invitation from its -fbnctionaries t« 
biess them with his presence, now waited for the 
heads of the Russian g^oTemment M heg at his bands 
the oliFe bran^ch Of peace. In both oases— 'be wait- 
ed in vain. No flags of truce arrived. No symp^ 
toms whaterer were evinced iff a disposition in the 
nation to compromise its glory and its independence. 
Nor could he find one friend, amongst the number 
he boasted to possess in the empire, to lead the way 
in bowing to the yoke of deception and slaver}'. No 
art was \eit untried, no tem^tion unpractised, t* 
allure some individual to set the base example ; but 
. disappointment waited upon every attempt; aad 
the tyrant was forced to see that he had to do with 
a Sovereign and a people determined to die rather 
than to submit. 

Baonapart^, having allowed these vain expoctO' 

; tions to nsuifp the time he might have actively used 

for the service of his ambition, saw With iuat-eascd 

niottificBtion that the d^lay had only augmented his 
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embamMments by doubling^ tbe distresses of ibe 
anoy. The vigiUnce of the Russian light tnx^ 
contiDued to cat off all the convoys and soccoutb 
which attempted to reach Moscow by the way of 
Smolenzk; and tbe small means of subsistence which 
had been found in tbe coital, being nearly exhawted, 
fiunine and disease began to stalk in visible shapes 
before his eyes. 

The French soldiers bore their privations at first 
with gloomy deq»eratioD. Bat when the sofferings 
of extreme hanger, and its attendant ills, assailed 
them, then their patience was exhausted ; and their 
idolatrous adoration of the man who had brought 
them into these miseries, was changed to disrespect, 
to indignation, to loud demands for the promised re- 
wards of their iitilita^ \o^s,Jbr Plenty, or for Peace I 
No remonstrances, no flatteries, no threatenings, 
from tbe creatures of Napoleon, could longer hold 
the despairing arm within the bounds of discipline. 
Mutiny and pillage broke every restriction. ~ Every 
day thousands of famishing soldiers left the camp, 
and entered the city, to break into their houses and 
magazines, and seek by force for means to satisfy 
the cravings of hunger unto madness. Others, in 
troops, without orders, and despising the commands 
that would withhold tbem, dispersed themselves 
over, the country, marauding every where in search 
of bread. Blood tracked their steps; for scattered 
in a hundred directions in quest of food or death, 
almost every where these unhappy wretches were 
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lost 'HioBfe in mnote places were sacrificed to the 
mge of tbe ambu^ed peaimntiy ; and those who ap- 
peared ID public ^ays, were cut down bjr the nu- 
taerous Cossacs which scoured the roads. 

Necessity, at last, forced even the dominant pride 
of Napoleon; and finding that Russia woidd not 
^ike the part of the suppliant, be felt himself re- 
duced to offer, what he wished should be asked as 
a boon; and making' a shew of particular concern 
for the peace of mankind, he condescended to des- 
patch Genei-al lianriston (tbe c^^deVant ambassador 
ftt the Coart of St. Petersburg) with a flag of 
trace to tbe Russian head-quarters. His etranid was 
to attempt, at least, to open a negotiation with 
Prince KoutoosoflT. He was received by tbe Rus- 
sian Commander with every mark of politeness* 
but not w\\h a cordiality to invite Ae unfolding of 
liis mission. However, on being officially interro- 
g^ated as to tbe purport of his visit, he told the 
Prince t^t he came in the name of the Emperor 
Napoleon, who was actuated by considei-ations of 
humanity alone, and a desire to stop the effusion of 
fijis^ian Uood, to communicate to their Comman- 
der-in-chief, that his Imperial Majesty of France 
V&s stilV willing to treat for a renewal of friend^ip 
betPireen the two empilres. 

The Prince replied, by telling Lauriston to say 

' to his master, that with respect to sparing the efiu- 

sion of Russian blood, every man bom. in Russian 

land* ivns ready to.shed his blood in support of tha 
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iodeiieiKlence of the empire ; and to maintain it, 
botii bis Imperial Majesty Alexander, and the na- 
tion at large, were detenntned never to listen to one 
pacific word, whilst a foreign soldier remtuned with- 
in the frontiers of their country. 

Having received this answer, the French Gene- 
ral was not permitted to press the subject farther ; 
but, the safe conduct was given to him, and he re- 
tamed full of chagrin to his master. 

Buonapdrt^ would hardly listen to the end of the 
conferenbe. He expressed violent indignation at 
what he termed the insolence of the. Russian Com- 
mtuid^j who, he expected, would have felt him- 
self too much honoured by the overture, not at least 
to <^>en a negotiation. However, great as was the 
Frmch leader's reaentment against ILontoosoff, the 
necessity for not driving his troops qnite to despair, 
was yet greater; and therefore he tried to flatter his 
Generals that the desired paci6catiou would take 
place whenever his wish to that purpose should reach 
the Emperor Alexander. To soften to the x^dier* 
the failure of this emba.ssy, every means were re- 
sorted to that might inspire them with an idea that 
Koutousoff was acting beyond his credentials; and 
that Alexander, when informed of his arrogance to 
his old ally, (who, though now his enemy, was yet 
the great Napoleon!) would punish his |»esumptioa 
by immediately sending peremptory orders that the 
French {woposals should be discussed, and, proba- . 
bly, accepted. Nothing was omitted to be said, 
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whidi could chfirish tbis illusion in the minds of tlie 
miserable iumateB of the camp and of the town. 
The madness of detip^ation was to be averted at 
any rate; and where truth would have unveiled to 
the eyes of the army, the gulph on which they stood, 
falsehood was called upon to spread over the wide 
destruction her betraying* n^ists. Buonaparte in- 
vented, and caused to be circulated, the most agree- 
able reports, irom day to day, throughout the city 
and the lines. Sometimes it wan rumoured that 
Itiga had been taken by assault ; then that Maodo- 
nald bad made his triumphant entry into St, Peters- 
burgh. Aftotbw informant spoke of a coasiderable 
convoy rtiat was known to be on ite way from the 
FraiM^ resomices, and was bringing winter oloath- 
ing and otlur necessaries for the arnoy ; and ihat it 
was so large, and so wdl protected^ as to cover ihe 
road {torn Wilna to Smolenzk. Besides theaa 
" Battering unctions" with which he sought to me- 
dicine the venom which had raized on his impatient 
andperishing troops, he gave otit that Marshal Vic- 
tor was advancing with strong reinforcements ; and, 
to ptovB that the good star of Napoleon was stitl in 
the ascendant, the Russian army was enduring still 
greater privations than the French ! It was dis- 
membered by anivo'sal discontents ! and the cmn- 
mandiag' officers, divided by intrigue and faction, 
were falling aloud for Peace on any terms. 

With these wild subterfuges did the invader of 
Russia seek to appease the murmurs of his disap- 
o 2 
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pointed followers. Many died of want, befiwe the 
ialsebood of his several informations coald be ^ot- 
ed, by tbe non-appearaooe of the succoars be pro- 
mised. They, whose hardier constitations yet 
contended with all the horrors of famine, and 
sometimes of disease, gave their credence a lit- 
tie longer to the tales which kept them from des- 
pair. EnMHUB^ed by tbe success of these attifices 
he turned his attention towards coaciliatiD{f tbe 
poor remnant of the inhabitants wlw^ remained 
alive in Moscow ; and from them, he extended his 
subtilties to the people of the villages that surround- 
ed the capital. He issued proclamations, in which 
he set forward Uie brig^btness of his own virtues as a 
hero and a sovereign, and invited Ae di^>ersed 
natives to retarn to their homes, and enjoy, in fra- 
ternity with the Cfreat NtUiouy 1^ freedom and 
happiness of tus protection. -Could a feeling of the 
ridiculous be miited with a sense of outn^, the 
Russian people must have laughed at tbe absurdity 
of sucb an adtlresH from the ravager of ^eir covatry. 
The houseless fugitives irom Smolenzk, and the 
smoking ashes which tracked tbeir destroyer's 
marct}, bore too strong evidences of the sort of 
protection and fraternal love, intended by the Great 
Nation and its Suler^ for the people to Hst^i other- 
wise than with contempt as well as indigqatioQ to 
such an attempt upon their understandings. In 
cases of extremity, they might become the victin^s 
of bjs cnielties. ; but they were not to be seduced by 
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bis promises. Napoleon at last was foTced to see 
tbat tKe Russian nation was neither to be subdued 
nor deceived. The most dreadful calamities could 
not bow their spirit, nor the most roa^ificent teropf- 
ation» warp it. The people whom at a distance he 
had stigmatized with the names of slaves and barba- 
rians, he was compelled to know as a race too 
noUe to betray themselves, or those who confided in 
their virtue. 

White BnonapartS was thni occupying himself, to 
cmnpasg by the art of policy, what he could not 
accomplish by that of war, the Russian Generals, 
at the Wad of their respective columns, relaxed 
not in their exertions to accumnlafe tbe distresses of 
the enemy. 



DocHTORROPF, wbo was posted in observation 
on the Mojaisk road, sent in hourly information to 
the Commander-in-chief, of the various and success- 
fol operations of annoyance made by the Empferor's 
troops against the French. On the nightof the 22d 
be assembled his Own detachment at the village of 
Scharapovo, and thence dispersed his parties, with 
orders to take or destroy every succour they might 
find approaching Moscow. The dragoons and 
Cossacs under his command were so constantly on 
the alert, night and day, as, frova the S2d of Sep- 
tember^ to the 4th of October, to seize upwards of 
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fifty-sis carts and caremges, charged with supplies 
from the French in Smolenzk to their brethreii in 
the capital. Besides this spoil, these vigilant troops 
took at different times, two thousand prisoners, (in- 
cluding' twenty-six officers, and an aide-de-eaa^ of 
Marshal Ney's) which had formed the escorts of the 
si^plies. 

Baron KorflTs detachment did not halt behind 
that ofDochtorroff, in active service. It took many 
prisoners, intercepted the couriers and- corres- 
pondence of the enemy, and rescued two large pack- 
age* of church plate which Napoleon was sending 
from the sacred treasures of Moscow. 

Miloradovitch, with his brave corps, watched the 
movements of Murat's advanced guard in the vici- 
nity of Spanskoy, on the banks of the Netra. This 
small river flows into the Moskva at the village of 
Kosroguina, near the' road leading to Voscreshin- 
skoy. 

Baron Vinzingorode waH equally well placed ; 
and his troops having been reinforced by three 
thousand militia from Yarraiilaff, he was enabled to 
strengthen his advance ; the right of which occupied 
Tchemigrease on the St. Petersburgh road ; and the 
left held a good position near the town of Voloko- 
lamsk. He had also a formidable party on the 
Voscreshinskoy road, to connect his wings. He ha4 
previously stationed Cossacs on the Dimitroff and 
Yarraslaff roads to observe the enemy, who had not 
been slow iu despatching strtnig detaclimente to 
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oppose these movements. Every day produced idtir- 
missies, in which tfae Russians not only took prison- 
ers, but received hundreds of deserters from the 
French lines. The distresses of the French can^ 
became sotmbearable, that Germans, and whole re- 
giments pf Spaniards, and Portuguese, whom the 
despot bad forced into his service, fled at once from 
vassalage and famine, to the Russian protection. 

Every hour more and more impaired the vain 
hope of Napoleon, of receiving a conciliatory ap- 
plication from the court of St. Petersburgh. Full 
time had elapsed for such an order to have arrived^ 
and yet no messenger was seen from the Russian 
camp. The soldiery became violent, despairing. 
Disease was now augmenting the pangs of hunger j 
and they called aloud, that they were deceived, that 
they were betrayed to the most crael of deaths. To 
quiet the increasing tumult, their ruler found it ne- 
cessary, so far to humble his pride, as to send Count 
Lauriston again to the Russian bead-quarters. His 
offers for a renewal of fi'iendship between the two 
empires were the same as before, and the same an- 
swer was returned that he had received on his for- 
mer visit. , Aware of what woirid be tl»e rage of 
his master when he should again carry back such a 
reply, the Count requested Prince Koutousi^, 
" since he refused himself to open an amicable cor- 
respondence with the Emperor NapcJeon, to forward 
a letter from that Monarch to his Imperitd Majesty 
AlexandCT." " I will do that," replied the Fnnce* 
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" provttled the worrf peaces od the terms now ofier- 
ed, is not expressed in that letter. I wouki not bes 
party ia such an insak to my sovereign, as to have a 
hand ID forwarding to him, wliat be would iastanttj 
order to be destroyed ia his presence. You already 
kaom CD what temiB, and on them alone, will offers 
of peace be listened to. His Imperial M;^sty, we 
tnotp, will keep as firm to bis resolves, as we shall 
iteud stedfast in ount, to aapport the indepeodence of 
the empire." 

Having said this, bis Hi^mess bade a polite fare- 
well to Lauriston, aad begged him not to repeat 
Tisits wluch most be unavailtog. 
. Orberetura of his metwenger with this reply, ii^ 
ceased Baoraaptrrte to the most vebemeat expres- 
KiODs of indignation. . He fouod himself treated 
with contempt as well as oppositioD, and had it not 
been, that the critical situation of his army made the 
strictest caution necessary, it is probable the resent- 
meat with which he was filled, might have precipi- ' 
tated him to make some strong effort of revenge. 
But he too plainly saw, in the persevering enmity of 
his adversaries, the situation to which be was re- 
duced. He perceived that if, by some political 
finesse, or military manoenvre, be did not extricate 
his army from the dreadful dilemma into which he 
bad unwarily led it, he most for ever abandon his 
design on Russia, destroy the basis of his empire in 
France, and blast his reputation throughout Europe.^; 
No longer dazzled by the contianed blaze of his vie* 



j:,Goog-Ic 



tones, the khigdoms lie had deluded to bis sceptre 
woald not only see the bciseiiess of their vaasal^^e, 
but how to recover their liberty j and he wonld 
have the mortifyiBg ccmviction that the talisomn of 
his good fortone had beea brti^ti by the firm vjrtoe 
- of the very people wbum be had taug^ht these sub* 
ject natious to contemn as ignomnt savages and 
hereditary slaves. 

After weighing both ways of escape, negotiatioo 
9titl seemed tlie most feasible ; for the waats of his 
troops, the spirit of desertion which prevailed 
amongst those who were foreigners, and the iosub- 
ordinatioD which disorganized even the Freneb, 
made a military attempt at this moment a rashness 
not to be dared. Repagnant, therefore, as he was 
to a^ain appear, in the person of his Embassador, 
at the levee of the Russian Commander-in-chief, he 
wished to persuade himself that. Kootoosoff might 
be induced to treat, were the evacuation of Moscow 
proposed as a preliminaiy meaam'e. Grasping at this 
new expectation, be again called Laoi'iston into his 
presence, and ordered bim to repair once more to 
the Russian camp with this proffer, ** which sboold 
contain his final ofi^ of peace." 

In this offer, he desired it to be proposed that an 
armistice must first be agreed on, and then Moscow 
sboald be immediately restored to the ROssiau Em- 
peror. This done, the French army, with its artil- 
lery and baggage, wmild retire upon Wiazma ; and 
there station themselves in a place, which they hoped 
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would become Uie theatre of a future friendly pa- 
cific conference. 

No explanation need be offered of the ultimate 
vi^wB of Buonaparte in this proposal. Nor ia it 
requisite to make comments on what would have 
been the result to the Russians, bad they been weak 
enoug'h to be caught by the bait of the re-posses- 
sion of the capital. It must in common probability, 
btive proved the destruction of their empire. Alex- 
ander would have been an Emperw in f^ of the- 
Greai Napoleon ; and the Russian people, a nation 
of slaves, plunged into a gulph of intellectual dark- 
ness, more barren of light than that of the remotest 
hyperborean hordes. 

Delusive as might be the hopes of their De^royer, 
the Russian people remained finn to the 'indepen- 
dence of their empire ; and to that sun of mental 
light and personal liberty, which rose with Alex- 
ander's natal star upon their country. Their answer 
spoke from the lips of Koutousoff, and it was what 
might be naturally anticipated from an upright and 
sincere people.' Koutousoff was not slow in com- 
prehendingthe views ofBuonaparte in adding to 
these repeated applications for a negotiaticm of 
peace, a proposal for an armistice. 

" No," replied the Russian Commander, " it is not 
time for us to grant either the one or the other, when 
the campaign is just opening on our part." 

Napoleon received this final blow to his diplomatic 
machinations with answerable emotions. He was 
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compelled to see that no art could prevail on has 
present enemies to become the sport of his destiny ; 
and feariftg that on the contrary, he might at last, 
be the victim of their's, hi» apprehension^! became 
troubled with ten thousand foreboding images. He' 
saw the gigantic spectre of his ambition falling 
before the genius of Russia, and lying buried for 
ever under the pale shroud of a nothern winter ; he 
beheld the san of his glory darkened by iftorms ; 
■ and its rays totally extinguished by the overwhelm- 
ing ruin .of his army, perishing amid the desertsy 
diey were invited to conquer ! 

From the apparitions of such direful " coming 
events," it is not surprising that the- French Dicta- 
tor should be anxious to fly. by removing himself 
from the most prominent scene of his people's mise- 
ries, be hoped to escape some of the most tormenting 
retrospections to which they poitited ; and leaving 
Moscow, under some trifling excuse, he took up his 
residence at the palace of Petrofsky. The (dace 
where, a few weeks before, he had in vain awaited 
the visit of the municipality of the city. In this 
seat of his double mortification, truth so far shone 
into his mind, as to convince bim that all his proud 
expectations of the Russian empire, must be laid 
down on this spot. . But before he relinquished the 
idea of planting his universal throne upon that of the 
Tzars, he determined that their antient metropolis 
should for ever remember that the foot of Napoleon , 
wts once upon its threshold. The destruction which 
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flie loyshy and deipair of the Moscovites bad begoa, 
be wa» resolved should be so fioisfaed by the F^«iicii 
soldiers, that oothhig should remaia of the golden 
palaces and shining minarets of Moscow, bat the 
desolated plain on which thej bad stood. 

His prinople has ever been, " Wbere I cannot 
reign, I will destroy," and issoiog his orders in c<hi- 
fiNmity to this principle, be ibmid the habits^of bis 
followers* minds only too ready to exeCnte his cotn- 
mands. While they aroosed themselres with mn- 
taal and bomd emalations to pnnoe the work of de- 
ttraction, their officers found sone difficulty in keep- 
ing the devastation within sach limits as to allow of 
any vestige whatever being preserred, to carry to 
Paris as a trophy o£ Moscow ! Whilst rapine, mor- 
der, and flames, re-awakened their aproar tbroa^- 
out this devoted city, all that coold be rescsed ibr 
the pnrpose of a Parisian triuitipht were the ffifded 
erosg and crescent which Napoteon bad ordered to 
be stripped from the high tower of the Great Chorch 
of St. John ; and the cM standards from the Krem- 
lin, which had been taken from the Turks by the 
Rnssians daring their several wars with that state. 

These spoils were carefally packed np, to be sent 
to !^ns; and to enrich the warlike deposit, they 
were accompanied by whatever treasure had fallen 
totke dm^uerorV share! 

Owing to the confo^on of the inhabitants, when 
qoitting their habitations so abruptly on the ap- 
proach of tl^ French, some had left ihar plate 
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behind thein. Indeed a few of the churches had 
' been left in possession of their sacred vessels. And, 
as maj be supposed, it was not lon^ after the en- 
trance of these general robbers that the whole of 
these riches, private and public, becaintf the pro- 
pei;ty of the commanders of the different divisions. 
They seazed all th-at could be found, and melting 
the gold and silver into bars (to make them the 
easier for carriage), they loaded their baggage, and 
nemained ready for a moment's mandate. These 
TOOimanders were too well read in the progress of 
conquest, and in the consequence of disaster, not 
to have long foreseen their abandonment of Mos- 
cow; and, tharefore, without surprise, lliey at- 
tended Napoleon's summons to the Petrofiiky pa- 
lace, and heard his final decision respecting the 
ancient capita of the Tzars. He commanded 
them to make ij. known to his army, that, in spite 
of all his exertions, he found the bafbaroas sjntem 
of warfare used by the Rnsuans had so liestroyed 
Moscow, that his greatest efforts to restore it, either 
as a Riiiitary position, or a place of' political influ- 
ence, had proved abortr\'e. It was,' therefore, be- 
come a station of equal uuin^ortance to the enemy 
as to himself; and was totally unworthy the. risk 
of passing a winter wiUiin its ruins. . The waather, 
to' be sure, was then (the beginning' of. October) 
warmer than, -at that season of the year, they had. 
it in France. . But,! as thexU mates -were altogetilier 
di&rent, with the succeeding moath they uuist 
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expect cold. On Uiese contiderations, it was hii* 
intention itnniediately to resign the boasted capital 
of the Tzars to the solitude tiiat must be the couse- 
queoce of its desolation ; and to lead his brave 
troops, mthoiit loss of time, into a part of the' 
country more ■ friendly to his views, and where an 
overflowing plenty would be the reward of all 
their labours. In . these abundant provinces be 
would establish bis winter quarters, and if, during 
that period, the Russian empire should persist in 
refusing bis offered peace, the spring should see 
him spiead his legions over Uie whole country ; 
and, creating' a Duke of Smolenzk and' of St. 
Petersburgb, be would efl&ice- the name of Russia 
from the list of JBuropeau nations! 

The cry <^ havoc! spread firom the palace of 
Petrofeky to the whole of the French army. It 
was now indeed that the demon of destruction was 
let loose to satiate itself with human misery. The 
sordiers of the camp and of the town rushed from 
all quarters to pursue their devastatiog task. No- 
thing was to be spared ; neither church, nor pa- 
lace, iHH- private dwelling, was to be left unsacked, 
uadestroyed. The Foundling Hospital alone, 
(having been made the asylum of the French sick, 
and which now contained several thousand of the 
wounded soldiers) was to be exempt from the 
torch of annihilation. 

No objects presented themselves but multitudes 
of ro6bers scouring the streets, bursting open the 
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doors and cellars of the houses wliich yet held an 
inliabitant ; whether aatire or foreigner, it was all 
the same to their rapacity ; they penetrated to the 
rejnotest iqjartments, aad dragging forth the 
wretched owners from Hbeh* biding-pUces, stripped 
them nak^, that their clothes might add to the 
heaps of their plunder. Hundreds of fainting wo- 
men, who had escaped the last horrors of the first- 
outrages on Moscow, were violated, and murder- 
ed ; "and their bodies thrown out of their bouses 
into the open street, to lay amidst the piles of pu- 
trefying carcases of horses and men which starva-y 
tion had deprived of existence. 

The blood-hounds of death but too well obeyed 
in every qu^uler, the voice of their inhuman lead- 
er. The air was fitled with shrieks, and groans, 
and imprecations. It was a very Pandemonium; a 
congregation of devils let loose to riot in human 
miseries, in human flesh; for scenes of blood and 
cruelties were transacted there which puts to 
nought the raveaing of wild beasts, the horrid de- 
struction of cannibals in the midst of their mos( 
savage orgies. 

■How iitea must we start with horror, when we 
understand that all these refinements on barbarian- 
were the efl>ects of regular orders issued from Na- 
poleon to his Generals, and from them to the indi« 
viduals of the army ! Thus sanctioned, the sol- 
diery no longer considered their rapine an unlawful 
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act, bnt poTsned tlieir crionnities villi Ae confi- 
dence of men fblfiUing' a duty. 

One day it was the senior gnards who piUi^ed; 
on the next it was the junior. The day following 
that, the division of MarAal Davomt took its torn. 
And so on, in regular course, till all the difierent 
corps encamped around the city had their diare in 
finishing the worit of ruin.' 

- For eight days, without intermission, did this 
law of force continne. It is not possible for any 
imn^iimtion that has not seen the acts then com- 
mitted, to- form any conception of their variety of 
wickedness; of their demoniac wantonness of cru- 
elty. It would -be dmng a riolence to the fauraan 
heart, eren to recount them, or to read their re- 
gister. Suffice it to say, that in the round of these 
^gfat days, the fierceness of the rage of the French 
legions at their defeats and miseries, • since they 
entered Russia, all fell upon the bead of this de- 
voted city. The soldiers who had crossed the 
Neimen gaily caparisoned, and high in hope of new 
glories ; who had anticipated the sight of kneeling 
provinces at the feet of their leader, and the 
abundance of their produce to enrich themselves ; . 
when, instead of the realization of these expecta- 
tions, they met with opposition, overthrow, and 
want; what conld exceed the depth of their dis^ 
appointment, the fiiry with which they gave it ut- 
terance? First, in threatened mutiny against 
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their leader; and now, in ^angQinary atrocities 
against a poor remnant of the brave people tbey 
could not subdue! 

Thousands of these French ruffians, almost in a 
state of complete nakedness, without shoes, or any 
clothing on their limbs, and scarce a covering but 
a few filthy rags flying from their bodies, were met 
in every direction ; more like the banditti their 
deeds iniitatedf than the soldier, whose noble pro- 
fession 'their enormities stigmatized with disgrace. 
In this wretched plight were all the followers of 
Buonaparte.' His own personal guards were not 
better clad, having nothing in their appearance 
that- spoke tbfir military order but the arms they 
carried. 

Impelled by a sense of the hatred they deserved, 
and the contempt that, had lately been shewn to 
their demands for peace, they sought food at the 
point of the -bayonet, and clothed themselves with 
the raiment of the murdered. The officers them- 
selves, being not much better furnished with appa- 
rel, found 00 shame in displaying an equal ^ase- 
uess of mind J and casting humanity otf at once, 
follciwed their rapacious comrades through all their 
rounds of violenoe and robbery. 

Some few indeed, whose rank in the army re- 
quired some shew of the gentleman at least, satifi- 
fied themselves with sacking the houses in which 
they had at first taken up their quarters. Here, 
quietly, &nA at home, they stripped the rooms of 
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all. ihat they eontaineOt leaviog only bare walls, fpr 
the 6re to consanie, wheoerer Buonaparte sboald 
give tlie word for the final conflagration. 

The Generals, who repretwoted their chief in 
their actioDK, as accuiately as those of the Mace- 
donian invader did their August Lord ; they knew 
bow to colonr their avidity with the gloze of legal 
devices. Under the pretext of a requisition for the 
pablic service, they seized every article which 
suited their purpose; and when they had thus 
emptied one home, (bey- moved on to another, with 
the same demands, and the same principle of un- 
btosbing robbery. 

While Napoleon stood as Nero did, watebipg* the 
devastation of one of the finest cities in the woHd, 
the spirit of nan that is in bis bosc^ could not but 
whisper to him what would be the o{unioD of the 
world, when the unexampled barbtu-ity of the 
sacking of MoscoW' should become generaj^ly 
^ known. Even with the efieots of his own orders 
blszing before his eyes, be tried to sink his de- 
struction of the city, in the patriotic devotion 
which the Russians hati made of its magazines, 
when they found it necessary to abandon it. 

It was that devotion which had deprived Napo- 
leon of his needful - resoHrees. -No ammunition, 
no bread for his men, no forage for his horses, pre- 
sented. themselves. He found silver aiiid gold, it is. 
tme, but no where the aliments of life. Not only 
the magazines of the - city had been demolished, 
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but when tfae magDanimous Rastapchin left it, in his 
way to join the concentrated army of the empire be 
stopped before the walls of his summer-palace, 
(which stood in the adjacent country,) and set fire 
to its stores and its harvests witli his own hand. 
This disinterested example waa^ followed by hun- 
dreds; and the 6elds of Moscovy every where 
shewed the smoking ashes of the yellow treasure's 
of the year. Buonaparte had formed . no idea of 
such a spirit of loyalty; he could not, therefore, 
prepare against it; and, though he saw himself 
seated in the ancient tlm>ne of the empire's wealth 
and power, he found his peo|4e were perishing in 
famine, and liis cavalry hourly wasting away. 

Where then was the plentiful winter 'quarters the 
French leader had promised to his followers? He 
found only a few dying inralids, or a band of des- 
perate patriots, with women devoted to their fates, 
. determined to abide by their native city to the last ! 
It was impoverished; it was become a circle of 
barren houses and walls ! 

■ Napoleon for a time dissem1»led the excess of his 
disappomtment, and the extreme of his danger, on 
the discovery of this desert, where a Mahometan 
paradise was expected. At last, tendered desperate 
by the miseries and rebellious state of his army, he 
formed the resolution to -avenge them and himself 
upon the falling towers of Moscow. - He had found 
it like JPalmyra in the wiidernesa, noble in ruins :— 

pa. 
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he Witij detenniaed to leave it a shapeless heap of 



* iJucH was the state of Moscow when Napoleon 
and his army entered it ; such was the miserable 
situation of his soldiers ; and yet, that the world 
may never want a criterion by which to judge of the 
truth of his representations, we have these bulletins 
of the ^ourishinff condition of the French legions, 
- of the ovtrfiomng abundance which met them at the 
city's gates. 

We have it thus, in the twentieth bulletin, which 
Buonaparte dates from Moscow, September 17th. 

" The resources the army have found here are 
much diminished, by the attempts of the enemy to 
destroy them entirely; but our .fortune has been 
superior to their contrivance; and we have gather- 
ed, and still contini^ to collect,, a vast quantity of 
necessaries. 

'* The cellars have not been touched by the fire ; 
and, during- the last twenty-four hours, the inhabit- 
ants have saved many valuable articles. Indeed, 
on the first discovery of the nobility's design to bum 
tii$ city, these honest people endeavoured to ■ arrest 
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the prog;ress of the flames ; but in vain, for the go- 
vernor had taken the horrible precaution to carry off 
or destroy all the fire engines. 

" The army is recovering from its fatigfues. We 
have bread in abuadance^ and potatoes, cabbages, 
and other vegetables; also meat, salted provisions, 
wine, brandy, sugar, coffee ; in a word, provisions of 
every sort. ■ ' 

" The temperature is yet that of autumn. The 
soldiers continually ^nd numbers of pelisses and 
furs for winter. MoScow was the depot (or these 
commodities." 

The nest bulletin supplies any deficiency his 
troops might have in arms, cannon, or gunpowder; 
and shot and shells of every description, they found 
by hundreds, thousands, and tens of thousands. 

The twenty-second bulletin adds floods of wine 
and braridy, and whole magazines of furs, sugars, 
clothes, &c. &c. &c. 

These valuable articles continued to grow in 
plentiful crops out of the earth, so late as the 37th 
of September ; and, during the extraordinary har- 
vest, the French troops did not fail to revive in due 
vigour from all their wants and toils. Bpt, sutpris- 
ing to relate, on the 14th of October (only seventeen 
days after this g^eat repletion !) we find all these 
abundant resources consumed and devoured ! the 
ammunition expended! the provisions eaten up ! the 
clothes and furs worn out ! and the lately well-pro- 
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Tided army redaoed at once, as if by a mag:idtin' 
-wand, to famine and nakedDess ! - 

The whole fabric had been a creature of Booaa- 
p«rtl;'s own imagiBation; and the woader ceases, 
that the vision shoold dissolve, and leave not a wreck, 
bebind t It did dissolve, litit the wreck was vast . 
and many ; the wreck, not of the riches be founds 
but of the rain be rendered yet'more desolate. 

After having wasted neai'Iy five weeks in vain 
boasts* and as vain hopes, the French leaider deemed 
it prudent to leave a place wtdcb only presented 
to bis view the possible grave of his ambiUon, and 
a perpetual memento of the patriotic firmness <^ 
tbe Russian people. 

The sacking and bnmingof the city of Moscow, 
by this man of tbe eaiih, (to whom so many infatn- 
ated spirits, even at this boor, are ready to boibi 
altars,) was immediately followed by an attempt 
from tbe same godlike hand, to destroy th^ Kremlin. 
While be flattered himself with tbe probability uf 
maintaining his possession of the capital, he had 
employed some of his men io niaterially irtr^gibeii- 
ing the military part of this great fortret». He now 
(H-dered it to be undermined, and filled with combus- 
tiblcG, and gunpowder, ready for the liisee. We ' 
cannot better express the comprehensive plan of this 
destruction, nor descHbe the effects of tbe desol^io* 
b© had already ^rought, than by tramscribing a few 
paragra^^ from bis own report od the Mibject. 
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" When Moscow, ceased to exist!" saith the Im- 
perial amanaensis, ** the Emperor had detenmned 
to abandoD the, mass of rains, and to occupy the 
KreoiliD with three thousand men. But, after a 
bard labour of fifteen days, to improve its military 
works, it was thought not to have sufficient strength 
to maintain it«elf with such a garrison, and without 
outward aid, for even the short term of twenty or 
thirty days, against any attacking force. Besides, 
the detachment would have weakened and embar- 
rassed the aimy, without promising any adequate 
advantage. If we qttempt to protect Moscow 
against the beggars and plunderers^ who are watch- 
ing to i-e-^nter what were once its walls, it must be 
by a garrison of twenty thousand men. The idea is 
vun, for Moscow is now no more. What was the - 
city, is become a depopulated region of noxious 
natter, where pestiienoe and deatli brood CDntinu- 
ally over the wreaking mass. 

" A desperate- multitude ; two hundred thousand 
houseless wretches, who all day wander in the neigh- 
bouring woods perishing with hunger, appear in 
troops at night amid the rubbish of the suburbs, 
seeking in their heaps for tome means to sustain- fo- 
SEUshing nature, some solitary vegetabloi in the ex^ 
faauid:ed gardens. 

*' When we view the desert, and its nuserable 
inliabitants, it-appears useless to compromise any of 
our own advaatag«8 for audi »a object, The site of 
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Moscow, is no longer a place of military inoportaQce, 
or a point of political interest. 

" All the adjoiuing buildings having b^n emp- 
tied with great i^are ; an^ the Kremlin being judi- 
ciousl}' mined, st two o'clock in the morning of the 
23d of October, it was blown into the air by the 
Duke of Trevise (Mortier.) The arsenal, the bar- 
racks, the magazines, all have been destroyed. 
This ancient citadel from whence is dated the foun- 
dation of the empire! This first palace of the 
Tzars, exists no more ! 

" Of four thousand superb houses of stone, which 
Moscow contained, there now only remains two 
hundred. It was reported that one-fourth of the' 
whole number had escaped ; bat in this false catco- 
lation, eight hundred churches were taken into the 
account, and even tiiey were almost all heavily da^ 
maged. With palaces, churches, and public struc- 
tures fell also, whole streets of less considerable 
buildings; and ont of eight thousand booses of 
wood, only five hundred remained undestroyed. - 

" When this great retribution was made, it was 
suggested to the Emperor, still, further to chastise the 
Russians, by burning the two thousand villages 
which surround Moscow, and all the castles and 
country houses in its -vicinity. Four columns, of 
two thousand men each, were proposed to be sent ont 
in every direction, to a distance of twenty leagues, 
to set file to, and devastate every article in their 
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path. Such a general d«sohttUm, observed ^e ad- 
visers of this schetne, wilt teack the Rttssians to 
make war according to its received, rules, and Ttot 
like Tartars, If- fheg bum one viUage or house, tee 
tvill punish the act, l»f burning a hundred. 

" The' £mperor re/used to adopt this system, 
which he said would only aggravate the misfortunes 
of the people ; and out of the nine Hundred proprie- 
tors of the castles proposed to be destroyed, there 
were, perhaps, but one hundred who were sincerely 
the partisans of Rastapchin, the Alarat of Russia ! 
The other eight hundred, continued the great Na- 
poleon, are brave men, already too much the victims 
of despotic power. We will not then, for the sake 
of vengeance against -a hundred guilty -wretches, 
involve eight thousand and nine hundred innocent 
persons in utter rUin. And should we consent to tbe 
destruction of the villages, would there not be two 
thousand helpless ■ peasants left without resource or 
shelter? 

" In conformity with these gracious sentiments, _ 
tlie Emperor was contented with the annihilation of 
the citadel, and other military buildings ; and while 
the work of destruction proceeded, he forbade that 
tbe individuals should ' be harmed who had already 
suffered so severely from the consequences of 
war." , 

How gladly would humanity trace any affinity 
with its own nature, in the character of even tbe 
most cruel tyrant. Tt is grateful to the heart that 
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wisbei.tlie g;oed of every fellow creature, to see the 
genus of virtue in aome traosaetion of the beings 
whose ordinary actioDS are ever demoiMtratiTe of 
bis delight in crime. So woald we bail any ap- 
pearaoce of mercy id the warfare of the maa who, 
for M> many years, has held £un^ steeped ia 
blood. But the licensed sc^ie of ravage so lately 
exhibited in the capital of the Tzars, unequivocally 
|Hxive$ that Napoleon spared the distant villages sod 
castles around Sloscow> because they w^e oat of 
th6 reaich of his hands. Those which were in its 
immediate vicioity experienced all the horrt^s of fire 
and swofd. . . 

Cvery preparation having been rapidly made to 
put the arniy in motion, Buonaparte in person, with' 
a tone of hilarity, informed his troops that be was 
" condocting them to winter quarters. " Je veax 
Tous cooduire dans vos qnartiers-d'hiver, (said he) 
si je rencontre ks Russes dans mon chemin, je les 
battrai. Sinon, tant mienx pour eux." 

Could defeat and wretchedness have laughfed in 
derision at the boasting which had ruined them, the 
men who heard this gasconade must have been no 
mnvetl. But their leader knew them well. They 
forgot their own misery while inflicting distress on 
othere ; aad in the rage of plunder, believed them- 
selves enjoying the triumph of victory. 



:dbvGoogIe 



£]» 



While these things were transacting in Mos- 
cow and its adjoining camp, the detachments of 
General Baron Vinzingorode continued to keep on 
the alert; and daily brought, to his head quarters 
af Klin, a considerable number of prisoners. Co- 
lonel Benkendorf, one of his tniperial Majesty's 
Tiides-de<camp, at the head of his little division, 
(which was stationed between the city of Voloko- 
lamsk and Mojaisk) ably fulfilled his duty of ob- 
servation ; and sent in, amongst other prisoners, one 
French Courier with despatches.* 

The object of the French, whenever they were 
seen abroad, seemed solely to procure provisions arid 
forage. But in almost every attempt they were 
disappointed, and so pressed by the Russian light 
troops and the peasantry, that their commanders 
found it necessary to cover evei-y marauding party 
with a strong ^cort. 
■ On the 5th of October, the enemy despatched 
from^Moscow a detachment of more than usual 
strength: it was composed of six thousand infantry, 
with several regiments of cavalry, and six pieces of 
artillery, under the command of General Delson. 



* At Ibe end of the volume. Letters from' Buooaparti, in 
these despatches, may be fouod. 



:dbvGoogIe 



S30 

It took the road to Dimitroff. The Cossacs, who 
were in observation in that direction, encoantered 
the detachment, but were soon obliged to ^11 backj 
leaving the road to Yarraslaff quite open to the de- 
predators. By this partial advantage on their side, 
the contmbnication between that city and Baron 
Tinzingorode was cut off. In the case of this suc- 
cessful body being followed up by one of increas- 
ed force, whieh might be intended to get round 
his left, and approach the government of Twer, 
Vinzingorode took the precaution to inform the 
governor of that province of his appr^ensions ; and 
to suggest similar vigilance oo'its part with that of 
his own little army. He strengthened his recon- 
noitring parties with his best troops, and so disposed 
them, that he did not aUow the enemy's flank a mo- 
ment's repose. 

Menacing as were now the columns which issued 
from the French camp at Moscow, no idea was en- 
tcrtnined of their object, but that of plundering in 
greater security ; and the Cossac picquets corrobo- 
rated this impression, by reporting the continued 
sacking and burning of the villages in the neigh- 
bourhood of these excursions. 

On the 10th of October, the enemy pushed on, 
and possessed himself of the city of Dimitroff, lay 
ing waste the counti^ on all sides ; and then 
tamed his lace towards Klin. On the same day, 
another detachment left Moscow, taking the St. ' 
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Petersburgh road, and passing through Tscherni- 
gte&se, halted about six wersts from that place. 
- These movements seemed for something more 
than forage, and to threaten the force of General 
Yinziogorode. He was too weak, in the present 
dismembered state of his division, to. oppose an att- 
tack i and, therefore, to prepare for it, should one 
be intended, he recalled the troops under Colonel 
Benkendorf, and any which his detachments on the 
various roads could spare. With this 6rm little 
band, he remained in front of the town of Klin to 
arrest the advance of the enemy in that direction. 

Notwithstanding these hostile movements, no 
a^ir of any consequence immediately took place. 
Prisoners continued to be taken in slight skirmishes, 
and numbers of Westphaliau, Saxons; and other 
Grerman soldiers, fled daily from their oppressor to- 
wards the. Russian lines. The report of these men, 
apprised the Baron of the real intentions of Napo- 
leon. They informed him that the greater part of 
the French army had broken up its camp at Mos- 
cow, and under its ambitious leader had taken its 
course towards the rich provinces which the Russian 
g^rand army then covered. , 

This intelligence explained the nature of the de-- 
monstrations Viuzingorode had collected his troops 
to oppose. The advanced movements in, his direc- 
tion* were only to conc^l that of their main body to 
-the contrary point. 

The Cossacs in the. neighbourhood of Dimitroff, 
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g«.Te iafonnation at betd-qnurters that tlM French 
Geoeral Dalz«l, after ravag'ing' the city, and mai- 
treating the inhabitants with every speciei of cruelty, 
had abandoned the place, and, fottowed by two 
hundred carts laden with plunder, was retiring- to- 
wards Moscow. 

Vihzingorode no sooner received this intellig^nee 
tlian he pat hipisetf at the head of three tagnnents 
of cavalry, which were composed of Hussars, Kal- 
mucks, and Cossacs, and reached the dettpoiled city 
on the evening of the 1-Sth, just aa the last' ranks of 
the enemy's rear guard were quitting it. Without 
losing a moment he caused them to be purtjued and 
attacked. His comaiands were obeyed with vigour; 
and the success that attended the Rassian arms 
drove the foe before them for several worsts, until 
darkness, and the shelter of the woods, stopped the 
operations of cavalry. Many prisoners were made ; 
nnd one hundred carts retaken, filled with the 
effects of the plundered citizens. They were sent 
back to Dimitroff, and restored next day to the in- 
habitants. Meanwhile, the Russian troops followed 
the retrograde career of the French division, which 
did not halt till it re-entered Moscow. 

The booty which these brigands had taken, with 
Ae exception of a very few carts, all feH into the 
bands of the Cossacs. 

,A strong party, which had hten detached from 
General Dalzel's division, held a good station at 
Yint^raduoya, about seventeen wersts from Mos- 
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cow; and the body of French which had been d^* 
patched to Tscha*ni-grease, also maintained its posi- 
tioB in that place. 

Baron Vinziogorode, while be planted his little 
army before these . posts of the enemy, informed 
himself so thoroughly of the. force left iu Moscow* 
that he soon understood how weakly it was appoint- 
ed, and that the forces in advance before biiD,.and 
who reached to the Mojaisk road were a part of 
the fixiPth division under the command of General 
Moi-tier. 

On the \9th of October, the enemy were observed 
to have fallen back nearer to Moscow. Upon this re- 
port, yinaiflgorode; gave orders to Major-General 
Iloviaskoy, to move forward on .the g-reat road, and, 
with his light cavalry reconnoitre, and discover ^ 
what distances they had taken up tbeir new stations. 
Whilst Iloviaskoy advanced, the Baroo meant-, to 
folk»w with the ren^ainder of his division, to be in 
readiness to support the Major-General, should cir- 
eumstaiices make-it necessary. . 

A few troops of the light cavalry pushed on werst 
after werst, without meeting any obstacle, to the 
very barrier of Moscow, which terminates the, St. 
Petersburgh road. They passed it, and saw only a 
few straggling soldiers in the suburbs. £ncou-< 
raged by this app«arance of ao almost complete 
evacuation of the place, they proceeded a little far- 
ther, Ijiut only a little, for a formidable column of 
French infantry presented itself. 3*he fierceness o£ 
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its cbai^e ioon made the RusNian squadrons seek a 
hasty Threat. They had hardly regained the oat- 
side of the town, when a body of about fifteen hun- 
dred of die enemy's cavalry issued from the gate. 
The Russian detachment must.now have been lost, 
had Dot General Uoviaskoy ha]>pily arrived at the 
moment with his whole force. Though powerful 
in resolution, it was inferior in numerical strength to 
the French ;, however, its brave General did not 
stand on nice calculations } and, determined that his 
adversaries diould not long drive his gallant little 
advanced party before them, he attacked their fore- 
most ranks with a vigour that made them stand. 
Many noble charges were made, and though sus- 
,taiued with considerable valour by the French, their 
glorious- etifect was' to clear tlie ground of the enemy 
who fled in disorder, taking refuge in- the city, and 
leaving fifty men dead on the field, with sixty- 
two, besides three officers, prisoners in the- hands of 
the victors. 

This fortunate ailair enabled Baron Yinzingorode 
to draw the circle of his positions closer ■ to the 
town, and to establish his out-posts within two 
wei^sts of it. 

On the other side of Mowow, an equal success 
attended the Cossacs, -who, on the road leading to 
DimitrofiT, had encountered several bodies of the ene- 
my, killed many, made others piisoners, and drove 
the remainder to seek their shelter also in the deso- 
lated city. Having done this service, they esta- 
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' blished their out-ports at a short distance from the 
quarter, irithin whose grates their enemies had fled. 

The vicinity of Zwinigorod was freed from its 
marauders, by the incessant watchfulness and reso- 
hition of the detachment planted as its protection. 
liieutenant-CoIonel Tchemisoubofi', who was its 
commander, carried his gallantry so far as to push 
on to the high road between G-chatz and Wiazma. 
The o^Ktsition he met in this enterprize was obsti- 
nate and sanguinary, but his determined spirit over-< 
came every obstacle, and after a- hard contast, he 
took a whole detachment (including its officers) 
prisoners. When be sent the account of his success 
to head-quarters, he reported that the road, oa which 
he was pursuing his advantage, was covered with 
countless waggons ; some, he said, he was informed, 
were filled with ammunition, but the most were ve-* 
hides for the sick and the wounded. The latter, he 
added, must soon be relieved of their load, for the 
number who hourly die, and are thrown out in 
heaps on the road, line the way with horrible ves- 
tiges of perishing mortality. 

Between the 2d of October, and the 1^ of the 
game moath, the Russian division that protected the 
direction of St. Petersbni^h, forwarded to the go- 
vernment depot at Twer, nearly a thousand fri- 
soners, officers and men ; and^ in taking these proofs 
of their successes, they did not lose more than twaaty 
Cossacsi, forty soldiers of the lipe, and two officers* 

a 
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Baron Vinzih'jorocle, liaving thus nearly encircled 
the capital wilJi the forces under his command,- and 
findings that the enemy, as well as the victorious 
Riissians, was daily drawing from its garrison, re- 
solved to make one essay, at least, to restore the 
city of the Tzars to its ancient empire. To be an 
instrument in such an act was, indeed, an animating 
thought to every soldier that composed his little 
array ; and all were eager to follow their i»trepid 
General to an achievement, so worthy of immortal 
fame. 

On the 22d of October, the determined Vinzin- 
gorode gave orders for the troops under Major-ge- 
neral Iloviaskoy to advance : and those under Ben- 
kendorf, were to follow with the rest of the division. 
The Baron, whose heroic soul was all in arms, at 
diis moment, so critical to his sovereign and to his 
own reputation, placed himself, with his aide-de- 
camp, the brave Captain Narishkin, at the head of 
five hundred Cossacs. They rushed to the attack ; 
tbey passed the barriers of the city, and, seconded 
by the troops of Iloviaskoy, they speedily overthrew 
the infantry and scattered squadrons of the enemy, 
and constrained them, afteP suffering a considerable 
loss, to seek protection under the guns of the citadel. 

In order to make it known to the chief of the 
French garrison, that any longer resistance on his 
part would only be the sacrifice of every soul under 
fais commaod, the white signal of amity was taken 
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ID the hand of the victorioa8"Vin2mg;oro3c, wbo/ 
with his aide-de-camp Narishkin (a hero, like him- 
self, as full of clemency as of courag^e,) galloped 
forward, iraving the pledge of honoar and of mercy. 

But they had not men to deal with who had been- 
educated in the school of heroes, in which the Mont- 
morency, and the Gond6 had been professors. The 
foe to whom the generous sons of Russia now ofier-' 
ed the affiance of reciprocal honour, harl learat ihsir 
creed of military policy from warriors of a differ- 
ent stamp ; from a leader, and his myrmidons, whcf 
set at noi^ht the vows of man to man, the lawa of 
religioiy the bonds of national esteem, cutd even tbe 
common respect of honesty to honesty in the sim- 
plest transactions of life. From a banditti of Uiis 
sort, the gallant Viozingorode could meet with no 
reception answerable to the ma^animous f^rit^ 
which brought him from the acclaim of victory, to 
offer, in the midst of their bleeding ranker the palm 
of mercy to his perishing enemies. The emblem of 
peace which he held in his hand, was not r^;arded. 
They saw their conqueror in their power, and the 
ungratefiil wretches whom his clemency alone had 
preserved, rushed in between him and his advancing 
dn^^ns, and earned both him and his brave aide- 
de-camp prisoners into the Kremlin. 

This event happened before Buonaparte thought 

fit to despatch orders for the final demolition of that 

fortress : apd the baseness of this breach of truce 

-was so conspicuoas, that every one believed the nieik> 

a2 
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sore of French ioiqmty in Moscow quite filled up; 
until the moment arrived when the horrid mandate 
was g^ven for destroying a structure which had 
tfood the titonns of ages; and then every brave 
heart in the empire was wrung, as if it had listened 
to the death-warrant of a revered parent. 

The mines were completed : the walls, the towers, 
the arsenal, the palace, and the great church, now 
stood upon a heap of combustibles ; a few sparks 
were only necessary to level to the ground, this 
|dace, which the fathers of the empire had raised ; 
and» even the most barbarous adversaries IumI spared, 
ID reverence to the patriarchal ages of Ru^an 
herdiMu! 

The mwning of the 23d. of October^.at an early 
hour, was destined to witness the destruction of the 
Kremlin, and of all the buildings attached to its bul- 
-warks. Almost the whole of its French garrison 
retired during the night preceding the mom^it in- 
tended for springing the train, only leaving a small 
detachment of desperate spirits, who, instigated by 
a great reward, had pledged themselves not to rejoin 
the army until they had reduced the Kremlin to a 
heap of ai^es. 

At two o'clock in the mornings the first explosioH 
took place. The Russian General, who had medi- 
tated an attack, seized on'this »ignal of ilestructioD^ 
as that for rushing <hi its perpetrators ; and, before 
another mine could he sprung, the dauntless Ilovias* 
koy, with his brave feUowers, forced the gates, smd 
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asaaulting^ the -wretches with the very fire-brands in 
their hanch, took them-all piisoners. 

Thus were thejotentions of Napoleon frustrated ; 
the gloi-y of Moscow, which he thought to hate ex- 
tinofuished in the ruin of the Kremlin, was preserved; 
and the ancient capital of the £mpire, restored to 
its lawful Sovereign ! Prond wis the moment to 
Iloviaskoy, when he planted the eag'Ies of fais coun- 
try again on the citadel of Moscow.' On examining 
the d&mage done to the Kremlin, A-om the e£fects of 
the mine, he found it comparatively trifling", with 
the mischief intended. Only a small part of the 
wall, and one of the towers had been thrown down. 
The citadel, the palace, the arsenal, and other pub- 
lic buildmgs were entire ; and will henceforth stand, 
a monument to future ages, not only of the magni- 
ficence of Kussian Sovereigns, but of the impotent 
rage, and arrogant falsehood of the ambitious tyrant 
of the French. He boasted that all had been com- 
pletely destroyed ; his words are, '* the Kremlin 
exists no more \" Had his plan for its destruction 
been executed in its full extent, hundreds of his own 
sick and wounded followers must have perished in 
the various explosions ; for the churches, and other 
large buildings of this immense fortress, were filled 
with them. With these miserable wrecks of human 
nature, the Russian soldiers found in the Kremlin^ 
forty-two pieces of cannon, two hundred and thirty, 
seven ammunition waggon loads of cartridges, fifiy- 
four waggons with pontoons, nine with implements 
of war of all kinds, eleven with flying forges, 
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and thirty-five intend^ for provmont. That these 
last had been long empty, and had no means of 
ife'mg replenished was evident in the famished as- 
pects of the wretched invalids. Their state of suf- 
^iog from their woahds, their diseased, and their 
want, was beyond imagination, horrible. Dreadfol 
as was the alternative, had Baouaparte perked in 
exposing his followers to the miseries of craving 
nature at Moscow, the explosion of the KremUn 
would have been a blessing to all who perished in 
its fires. 

As soon as it was known in the surrounding coun- 
try that Moscow was again in the power of the Rus- 
sians, thousands of its fugitives crowded in from all 
quarters. But how distressing was the spene ! In 
vain did they look for their homes : scarcely a house 
was left standing — The streets were heaps of rub- 
bish ; and, only, after great labour to clear a pas^ 
sage to their entrances, could the poor creatures find 
a .shelter in the cellars. Into these dismal vaults 
did the fainting and eager multitude throw them- 
selves in crowds, to find protection from the incle- 
mency of the approaching season. Six or seven 
' wretched families would press together into one nar- 
row chamber, without light and, without heat, too 
happy to conceal their nakedness fi-om the day, and 
to still the pangs of hunger with some of the food 
ir brave countrymen had prepared 
iparte, the cause of all theic mise- 
truly represented their wretched 
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state. They had been wandering many dreadful 
weeks, in the adjacent woods; famine and auffering 
of every kind their constant companions. 

How many frantic mothers, there cast their chil- 
dren, gusping for life and nourishment, beneath the 
trees, and turned away iheir heads that they might 
not see them die I And now, when they returned 
to the ashes of their former dwelling^), sad indeed 
was the lamentation which was raised. Some wept 
for their perished infants ; some for the huBbands of 
their hearts ; some for the several dear connexions 
of father, son, and brother ; and others mourned their 
hearlhs, which no longer existed to bear even the 
remembrance of happiness departed for ever. 

General Iloviaskoy, as humane as brave, having 
rescued the remains of Moscow, turned his whole 
attention towards ameliorating the condition of the 
iohabitaDts. Until the proper steps could be taken 
for the re-establishment in the city of the ancient 
military and civif institutions, he made every per- 
sonal exertion to erase apprehension from ihe migds 
of the people, and to restore them to composure 
and to comfort. 

He relieved the natural horror which they all 
felt at the presence of a Freochman, even if he 
were a captive, by sending the prisoners, who were 
able to move, (which amounted to no more than six 
hundred, many having died frbm the weaknes con- 
sequent to their antecedent wants) to Twer. The 
sick and wounded, who still existed in the Found- 
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ling; hospital, and otber infiniuui«8 of the Kremlra> 
the merciful Iloviaskoy treated no longfer as eaemies^ 
but directed that their quarters should be made 
comfortable, and put over them tiro of their own 
surgeons who had been tak^i prisoners. 

Ye who have the blindness, still to call the Rus- 
sian, a barbarian nation ; ye who speak with what 
the Scotch would call a glamoured f ision of Na- 
poleon's warfare ; compare these characteristics of 
the two people, and say, which is civilized, which 
is human ! If nature may utter the truth, the spell 
is broken, and the tyrant will no longer be mistaken 
for a demi-god. 

When the ravf^;es of the fires, lit by the emis- 
saries of Buonaparte were stopped by the vigorous 
efforts of the Russian soldiery ; the balf-famisbed 
natives who poured in from the woods ; and the 
perishing inhabitants, who crept from their vaulted 
sanctuaries in the city, offered themselves to assist 
in clearing the squares and streets Irom the nume- 
rous bodies, both of horse and man, which lay in 
every direction, blocking up the passage, and pcd- 
luting the air. Even the sacred pavements of the 
churches, were strewed with pestilential carcases. 
There, the patriot had died to preserve his altars 
from profanation ; and there the sacrilegious viola- 
tor had expired under all the tortures of disease and 
famine. But the exposed remains of human mois 
tality was not sufficient indignity in the eyes of him 
who had worshipped the Groddess of French Repub- 
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lioftnism ; and vrho had bowed to Mahomet id the 
Pyramids of Egypt : — He ihtrodncad beasts of bur- 
theo into the churches of Moscow, to defile their at- 
tars ; he poured out the blood of every liviug- creature, 
on the pavement, who- dared tcf contend with his 
will, or to say — " Respect the house consecrated 
to the Creator ; spare the martyr who would die in 
its defence !" 

All were active, to the extremest exertion of their 
strength, to remove objects bo agonizing to their 
hearts, so dangerons to their existence; for the air 
had already become heavily infected with putridity. 
As you looked from the doors of the churches, along 
the streets, and over the squares, this sea of desola- 
tion presented to the eye in one view, the united 
ravages of a plague, with the bleeding horrors of a 
merciless war. 

In the course of a few days, the surikce of the 
mun streets was cleared, by throwing the dead 
bodies into the river Moskva, but the narrow lanes 
were yet blocked up with strongly wedged heaps of 
slain ; the murdered which lay in the wells, many of 
the cellars, ^d under all the ruins, were incalcula- 
ble, and from the stench, could ' not be removed. The 
dread of a pestilence now spread itadtofer the city ; 
indeed nothing could have averted its ravages but 
the rigour of the season, which soon put the atmos- 
phere in chains. 

On the 28th of October, Major -General Ivash'~ 
kin j the chief master of police, returned to the city, 
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and resumed his functtimi. The Military Gorenor, 
the magDanimoBS Count Rastapctiin was stxm ex- 
pected. All hearts opened to welcome a p^iot 
whose name must ever be remembered with venera- 
tion and gratitude. Buonaparte* (whose person^ 
enmity to an enemy, is ever a proof of that euemy's 
fealty to his own country,) when he writesof Count 
Rastapcbin, cannot I'urbear endorsing the diploma 
of his merits, with a thousand epithets of abuse. 

The patriot reader need only lead a transcript of 
the lett^ which this judicious and disinterested no- 
bleman affixed to a gate opposite to his palace, in 
the country (to which noble building be set fire with 
his own hands) to understand bow well Rast^ 
chin deserved the hatred of the enemies of Roiisia. 

" For eight years, I found my pleasure in embel- 
lishing thitj country retreat. I lived here in perfect 
happiness, within the bosom of my family ; and those 
around me, largely partook of my felicity. But you 
approach ! and the peajwtntry of this domain, to the 
number of one thoDsand seven hundred and twenty 
Imman beings, fly far away ; and I^ pat fire to my 
house !■ We abandon all, we consume all, that nei- 
ther ourselves nor our habitations may be polluted 
vith your presence. 

*' Frenchmen, I left to your avidity, two of my 
liouses in Moscow, full of furniture and valuables to 
the amount of half a million of roubles. Here, you 
will find nothing bnt ashes. 

(Signed) " Fedob, Count Baslapchin" 
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The moment the news was brought to Field-Mar- 
shal KoutotisoiT, that Moscow was s^in in -the 
hands of his troops, h^ spread the happy iotelligence 
throughout the army and the empire in the f llowiug 
animated address : — . 

ORDER ISSUED TO THE ARMIES, 

OCTOBER \9tk, O. S. 8l«* N. S. 



Thefollorving Declaration is given for the Instruc- 
. tion of all the Troops under my Command. 

" At the moment in which the enemy entered 
Moscow, he beheld the destruction of those prepos- 
terous hopes by which he had been flattered : he 
expected to find there Plenty and Peace ; and on 
the contrary he saw himself lievoid of every neces- 
sary of life ; harassed by die length, of continued 
marches ; exhaustedfor want of provisions j wearied 
and tormented by our parties intercepting his slen- 
_ der succours ; losing without the honour of battle, 
thousands of his troops, cut off by our provincial de- 
tachments ; and no prospect before him but the 
veng'eance of an armed nation, threatening annihila- 
tion to the whole of his army. In every Russian be 
beheld a hero, equally disdainful and abhorrent of 
his deceitful proouses : in every «tate of tho empire 
he met an additional and insurmountable rampart 
opposed to his stronger efforts. Ailer sustaining 
incalculable losses by the attacks of our brave troops. 
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he rec<^Dised at last, the phreosy of his expectations, 
that Uie foandations of the empire wonld be shaken 
by his occupation of Moscow. Nothing* remained 
for him, bnt a precipitate flight : the reaolatitHi was 
no sooner taken^ than it was executed ; and he fled, 
abandoning nearly the whole of his sidt, to the mer- 
cy of an outraged people, and leaving Moscow on 
the nth of this Month, completely evacoated. 

** The horrible excesses which he committed while 
in that city, are already well known, and have left 
an inexhauHtible sentiment of vengeance in the 
depths of every Russian heart; bat I have to add, 
that his impotent rage exercised itself, in blowing 
np part of the Kremlin, where, by a signal interposi- 
tion of Divine Providence, the sacred Temples and 
Cathedral have been saved. 

" Let OS then hasten to pursue this impious enemy, 
while other Russian armies once more occupying 
Lithuania,act in concert with us for his destruction ! 
Already do we behold him in full flight, abandoning 
his baggage, burning- his war carrii^es, and re- 
luctantly separating himself from those treasin%s, 
which his profane hands bad torn from the very 
altars of God. Already desertion and famine spread 
confusion before Napoleon : and behind him, arise 
the murmurs of his troops, like the roar of threat- 
ening waves. While these appalling sounds at- 
tend the retreat of the fVench, in the ears of the 
Russians resounds the voice of their magnanimous 
monarch. 'Listen soldiers ! while be thus addresses 
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you! 'Extinguish the flames of Moscow, m %^c 
blood of our invaders !' Russians ! let us obey 
this solemn command! our injure^ country, appeas- 
ed by this just vengeance, will then retire satisBed 
from the field of war, and behind the line of her ex- 
tensive frontiers, will take her august station, be> 
tween Peace and Glory ! 

"Hussian warriors ! God is our Leader ! 

(Signed) "Mabbchal Prince GolenistshbffKoutousoff 
" General in Chief of aU the Armies." 



The army of General Dssen had remained, since 
the afiair of the 23d of August, without being eag&g 
ed in any eoterprize of considerable moment. . Its 
position was nearly the same as that which it took 
up immediately after the contest of that day ; and 
the attitude was so menacing, that a month elaps- 
ed, and still the enemy evinced no signs of ventur- 
. ing again to disturb its heroic vigilance. 

The communication was uninterrupted between 
the armies of Essen and of Vigtenstein ; and, had it 
not been for some slight firings from the French ad- 
vanced posts, no symptoms would have appeared of 
auy wish to interrupt it. ' 

£$sen wss informed that considerable bodies of 
the division opposed, to him, had fallen back from 
Mittau, and lefV that city with a very inadequate 
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giivd. He lost no time in makioGf pi^parations to 
possess himself of a place which, be knew, had loog- 
been the intermediate depot of the enemy for its 
provbions, and other necessaries required in that 
quarter. 

With this Tiew he ordered a strong force to ad- 
vance to Mittau. At the moment they set out, he 
placed himself at their head. As they proceeded, 
he descried some Prussian troops on the road leading 
toBaousk; but they retired with precipitation on 
perceiving' the Russians, and left the country quite 
open to their operations. Essen pushed on his 
cavalry, and following soon after, entered the city 
without opposition on the 29tb of September. He 
took fifty effective soldiers prisoners, and found 
about one hundred and fifty wounded in the hospital. 
Four pieces of brass ordnance fell into his bands, 
and also a vast quantity of provisions, with the 
whole mass of pelisses which had been collected 
from the requisition for furs, levied on the province of 
Courland. These last were articles of the utmost 
consequence to the well-being of the army that 
possessed them in the cold season. That was now 
fast approaching, and the want of furs during a 
winter's campaign in this northern climate, was a 
calamity almost as great as the want of food. 
General D'York, who commanded in chief in this 
' quarter, did not allow the Russians to remain long 
in unmolested possession of this city ; and, whilst 
be ordered General Grawart to move upon Riga 
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throug;h Gckati, D'York himself advanced towards 
Mittao, to drive Essen from his newly -acquire'd' 
po>it. 

The Russian General informed himself of his ad- 
versary's strength ; and finding that it hiy nnnci- 
pally in cavalry, (a force particularly adapted to the 
nature of the ground on which they were,) and 
aware that his own little army was much inferior 
in this point, thought it most prudent not to risk 
thelivesof his soldiers in so manifest a disadvantage, 
but to withdraw in good order from the city. Be- 
fore he made this movement, he took possession of all 
its military stores, and then retired from the place 
in the direction of Riga. By this march, he meant 
to unite his division with that of Lieutenant-General 
Count Steingel, who was acting in front of the 
enemy, and who had left Riga a few day« before, 
the better to cover it from the French, who threat- 
ened to approach it from the vicinity of PetergofF, a 
town near which they hovered in great numbers. 
This station afforded them many advantages, as it 
was situated near to the roads that led to Dalenkirk 
and Eckau. 

Difficulties only stimulated the military talents of 
the gallant Steingel, and be distributed with ad- 
mirable judgment, the several corps of his detach- 
ment along the most commanding points that lay 
between the enemy and his nearer approximation to 
Riga. To this end, he placed his advanced guard, 
under the immediate orders of Major-General Veli- 
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aminoff, some wents in froot of a small village, 
tilled Craroflsen, and whtdi covered the road to 
£ckau. His left was near that town, and extended 
along the high road on die of^Kwite side of a neigh- 
bouring rivulet. 

On the mcvning of the Slst of September, the 
whole of his advanced posts, coosistii^ of Cossacs 
and buBsar^, were attacked. They defended them- 
selves in a style of Buch intrepidity that the enemy 
was checked at this point with considerable loss. 
The movement the French now made^ indaced Ge- 
neral Veliaminoff to suspect tbat their next assanlt 
would be upon his left flank, the command of which 
he had entrusted to Colonel Count Galatee. His 
impression proved just ; for, in the course of a few 
minutes the enemy, in great strength, crossed the 
rivulet, and chafed upon his left column. To re- 
pel this, the Russian artillery and tirailleurs opened 
a heavy fire, which tojd so well npon the advancing 
troops, that they retired with precipitation ; but a 
reinforcement with some pieces of ordnance ixim- 
ing to their support, after two attempts, tbeir infan- 
try penetrated to the bigb road near the' village of 
Greden. Veliaminoff observed the advantage the 
French had gained, and, determined to dislodge 
them, despatched a battalion of infantry, with Cos- 
sacs and artillery, to attack them in this quarter. 
The contest was obstinate ; but at last the brave 
Russians had the satisfaction of. compelling their 
enemy to re-cross the rivniet, with a severe loss, aii4 
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the diBmonnting' oi two of bis gmas. However, he 
passed again, higher up the stream, sending forward 
a considerable force of infantry and artillery, with 
the intention of more eflfectuatty turning the Rus- 
sian left flank. Here again the battle recommenc- 
ed ; and, during four repeated efforts on the side of 
the French, was maintained with tremendous fury, 
until night closed the scene ; and then the enemy, 
discomfited in all bis ranks, thought it prudent to 
retire under the cover of the darkness. 
. The Russian advanced guard was left victorious, < 
utd masters of tbe same ground they had occupied- 
at the beginning of the affair. 
. The loss on either side did not appear at all pro- 
portionate to the violence with which the combA^ 
bad been fought. Four or five hundred, killed and 
wounded, were all that suffered on that day. 

Although this affair was spoken of by the Frenclr 
as a slight thing, being only that of an' advanced 
guard, yet it was sufficient to shew them the deter- 
mined intrepidity of their foe ; and Macdonald 
made such reflections on the event, as to induce hiia 
to move farther from his first position, ami draw 
nearer to the Prussians. He was the more inclined 
to this measure, as his allies seemed likely to. be in ai 
condition to need his support ; for news reached him 
on bis march, that a formidable reinf<H'c«ment to the' 
Russians had disembarked at Riga from Finland, 
xmdfsr die command of Cokmel Riduger. 
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This step on the part of the French General cwi* 
siderably facilitated the operations of Goant Vig- 
teDstein, by liberating that part of his force Which 
he had left to watch the enemy's motions near Di- 
uabonrg, and towards Jacobstadt. 

Several slii-ht aflairs continoed to take place 
aktng the left bank of the Dwina ; and the activity 
and spirit of General Steingel never fail^ to keep 
Uacdonald on the alert. The Prussians were, on 
every occasion, backward in seconding the views ai 
• their aMy ; and so it was not to be wondered at, 
when they remained dormant to the menachig de- 
monstrations of the Russian Commander. 

Early in October, the General Aide-de-camp, 
Marquis of Faulutcbi, was appointed to the com-^ 
mand at Riga. The changes he made in the poii- 
tions formed under the direction of General Essen,' 
were very few ; and the most prominmt was placrog 
a corps, under General Lewis, on the right bank of 
the Dwina, at Kirkgolm, opposite to General Velia- 
minoff's left flank, which was then stationed neon 
Dalenkirke. This movement was to prevent' Riga, 
being menaced on that side ; and also to frustrate 
any attempts of tlie -eneuiy to make excursions into 
Livonia. 

From the troops of Steingel being permitted by 
the enemy to push forward with so little oppositioa' 
QD- his right, it was evident he meant to abandon 
^ese parts ;of the shoresof the Dwina-. indeed, ho 
maintained them witll such carelessness, that th« 
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t*wn <^ Freden«fcstadt, fell almost witliout a 
blow, into the hadds of the Russians, xin the 3d of 
October. 

This r^wgf rode motion of the Freadi General, 
freed the ti-oops of General Lewis frbin the necessity 
of keeping watch on their, side of the Dwina ; and 
accordingly th«y. lost no time in re-croasing the river, 
aad formings a juaction with Veliatainoff. ; Thoiigii' 
tbe Russian Generals took: ; erery i ^rant^ge .that 
offered itself, from these extraordinary morementa 
o£ the French Generals, 3^ they codld notforw any 
satisfactory .guess of the reasons on. which they were 
founded. The Coinmander-in-pbief at Higa tbonght 
it possible, they meant to, coDoentrate the iOth divi- 
sion of the French army, -and. then fall with its 
whole weight upon that city. The abandoninent 
of tbe.shore of the Dwina, by. the enemy, so h^h 
up as Frederiokstadt, was soon followed by a sunilaii 
desertion all along its banks, even to Dinabowg ; 
and. the troops, as they withdrew^ were absenred- to 
take the road to Essoros. 

Meanwhile, the detaohment in adrance' from 
Kiga, under Steingel, steadily pursued its march i 
and on the. 10th of October found itself oppoiite ta 
a part of Count Vigtenstein's army near Drisia. 
This fortunate jnn(dioD decided the Corakt;on immerr 
diately attempting an enterprise he Jtad intaeditfr' 
tion; and, with this in view, he moved< inilireak 
coiumuaication with the. Riga troops, informisi^j^ 
their chief of bis plan to attack Polotzk, drive the 
tt3 
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•nemy Amn thai city, and then, ky eonpclling bia 
to quit hU attoDg pogitioB in the neighboorbood, 
force him to r^reat on the Vitepsk road, nhere be 
wooU becoone completely expooed to the assatdta of 
both cofps, and be oiit afffimm any hope offonmng 
an nmOB with Haodonald. 

To this end, Vigtensteia directed Generai Stein- 
1^ ta secood the main body on the right bank of ' 
the rirer, by drivii^ the enemy from hiH posts at 
BoDonia ; and, if poMibte, to fcasens himself of 
IBcBmaatia, and then {»i>c«ed to the yicinity of 
^krtzk. The carrying of these points, would 
pwvent Gouvion St. Cyr firom crossing the Dwina 
at that city, and the oonseqoMit saccess mask 
crown the most sanguine widies of the Russian 
ooadjntors. 

The tw^Gsnerals being thos in possession of their 
mutual intentions, Coimt Vigteostein {ffepared to 
move. 

On the 18th of October, (the moroiDg of his first 
day's fighting for his present object) his ansy was 
poitcd in the following manner. His right wing 
txtended from the road leading to Drissa, i« front 
•£ die village of Poj^oto, on to the way of Be- 
beche, near Belse. I^kese detachments were mider 
the orders of Prince Yadiville, and conmiunicated 
with othcsB noder Oeneral Sassaoff, in the neigl^ 
bourbood of a small lake at Hotouychi, The Count 
hinnelf beaded the left and strongest division of his 
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ai'iny ; and it was stationed on tJw road leaduig to 
Xevei, at the village of Ourovichi. 
- At six o'clock the whole line b^^n to nore t^ 
the attack. 

St. Cyr had placed the greater part of hib forees u. 
advance of their fortified position, and extended his 
parties considerably in front, upon the roads occupir 
ed by the Russians. Hia redoubts and entrench- 
ments had long been receiving every addition irota 
military art, and the city itself was encircled by h 
double trench and strong palisado. With these pro- 
tections, in case of a defeat, the French General 
thought himiielf perfectly secure. The enterprise 
undertaken by his opponent was very d&ring, bat 
the talents and perseverance of Vigtenstein and 
his Generals, promised a brilliant result 8t. Cyr 
was aware of the characters with which he had t? 
contend ; he knew that in proportion as the difficul- 
ties of a Russian increase, so do his coiVage and 
magnanimity. 

Before seven o'clock all the advanced guards of 
the enemy, from his right flank to his left, were 
botly engaged. They were continually reinforced 
by bodies of cavalry, infantry, and artillery, which 
covered the bank of theDwina; but the impetuosi^ 
of the Russians could not be resisted, and every 
renewal of the attack compelled the French to lose 
ground and numbers. Their right wait h^tvily 
pressed by Count Vigtenstein. He bore down up> 
on it with a concentrated force, and individaa) acts 
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of beroisni that seemed more like a scene uf chivalry 
than a common battle. He had been joined by a 
Httle army from St. Petersbnrgb, and these fresh 
soldiers, full of indignation at the enemy, and pant- 
ing for g^lorv, charged upon tlienl with an enthusiasm 
-of valour that performed deeds which commanded 
the admiration of the oldest veteran on the field. 

St. Cyr, seeing his troops rupidly fall hack, and 
that, if'his present position were forced from him, 
-they must be entirely lost, called up a formidable 
support of Bavarians, Saxons, and Poles. These 
sturdy soldiers caused the ground to be again con- 
tested, and by the vigour of their exertions checked 
the Russian career. 

For several hours both armies straggled for the 
advantage. They poured death into each other's 
ranks, and hundreds on each side heaped the ex- 
tended plain so bloodily disputed. 
' The French at length gave way. Their first re- 
trograde symptom was observed on the instant by 
the' vigilant eye of Vigtenstein. He pushed for- 
"ward a regiment of hussars, and a detachment of 
light artillery, towards the retiring point; and, by 
the fierceness of their charge, precipitated their re- 
treat. The conftision spread .to the centre, where 
the work of death was not less vehemently pursued. 
The left too, partook of the dismay, and, with one 
accord, the whole line turned about, and the flight 
was general. 

Cdunt Yigtenstein pursued, till the breathless 
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enemy found a shelter behind his entrenchments ; 
and the gloom of night ialling upon the bloody 
chase, the victors listened disdainfully to the guns 
which the defeated opened from their batteries upon 
their pursuers, and impatiently watched the dawn of 
that sun which was to light them on the morrow, to 
the total destruction of their enemies. * 

Meanwhile^Geneml Steingel bad pushed on to 
the town of Drouya, where he fell in with a party 
of Macdonald's corps. They attempted to stop big 
advance, and though the stand was obstinately 
maintained, he gave them a total overthrow ; and, 
driving them across the river Dissna, cleared the 
road through the city of that name. This last ad- 
vantage he was the more eager to acquire, because 
it would enable him (should it be required) to assist 
the operations of his bitive coadjutor. The loud 
and lengthened cannonade he heard, convinced him 
that Yigtenstein' had been loDg engaged ; and he 
lost no time in executing his part of their great mili- 
tary enterprise. 

He sent immediate despatches of his success to 
the Count, and having received the answers he de- 
sired, at five o'clock in the afternoon,, the attacks 
.were to be opened on both shores. It is scarcely 
possible to paint the burning impatience which glow- 
ed in every breast along the Russian line. The 
moment of a final victory over this division of their 
enemy wa.s come, and each individual felt himself 
ennobled in the privilege of becoming the champion 
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of hia country, in dying for her rights, or cunquer- 
ing for her glory. 

The French contemplated the formidable array 
of their adversaries, and opened on tbem the whole 
range of their batteries with a tremendous cannon- 
ade. The danntless Russians grasped their bayonets, 
and breasted this shower of balls, regardless of de- 
Btroction. The parapets werb forced, the redoubts 
carried, and heaps of brave men fell on both sides, 
choaking up the very gorges of the works with 
their accumulating bodies. 

The resistance made by the enemy was worthy 
of a better canse, but the detennination of patrio- 
tism prevailed, and the emissaries of tyranny were 
driven in at all points, seeking a short protection 
from the palisadoes, aud the city. Their retreats 
ing steps were fast pressed by the victors, and 
us the latter advanced, the windows of the bouses 
were filled with French soldiers, who poured a heavy 
fire of bullets upon the heads of the intrepid Rus- 
sians, This saUite was answered by one of more 
than equal power, with musketry, grape, and ball. 

Vigtenstein gave orders for a general assault. 
His troops,' who had panted for that command, 
l^isfaed on like a torrent. Nothing withstood their 
ardour. The palisadoes yielded to the crowds which 
pressed over them ; and, at.a hundred points, the city 
became the scene of terror aud of death. Sufficient 
praise cannot be bestowed on the exertions of the 
genenilsajid o|5cers who headei) tbes^ overwhelming 
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b^nds, and led their spirit to so decisive a puriMise, 

Amidst the crash aod ruin which resounded in - 
every quarter, General St. Cyr being' severely wound- 
ed, and Heein^ thatever^ thing was going against 
him, adopted the only means of saving the re_ 
Biainder of his army. His resolution was soon 
spread throughout his discomfited ranks, and, col- 
lecting the renmant of his artillery, they extricated 
themselves with great, effort from the coofuiiion in 
the city, and with their Genera), precipitately began 
to cross the Dwina. 

Memiwhile, General Steingel bad not been less 
fortunate. He succeeded in beating the enemy's 
parties at Bononia, and drove them to within four 
wersts of Polotzk, on the left bank of the Dwina, 
This advantage threatened to block up the retreat of 
SC Cyr in that direction. 

Such demonstrations urged the French General 
to lose no time in accomplishing his purpose. By 
a prompt exertion the day before, he had passed 
over his wounded and guns. Being thus lightened 
of the heaviest objects of his inter^t, with greater 
*ase he moved forward bis people, and ■ by three 
o'clock in the morning of the 20th, they had made 
their escape from the city, breaking down t^ bridges 
as tbey crossed, and taking every other method of 
throwing obstacles in the way of their pursuers, 
He took the road towards Yileyka, hoping some<- 
■where in that neighbourhood, to fall in with Gene- 
ral Victor, who bad been some time on his march to 
Join the grand army. 
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Tbe loss of the eaemy, during these two days, 
was great in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
Amongst the latter were forty-five officers of dif- 
ferent ranks, and two thousand soldiers. The 
woanded of the 18th of the month, having been im- 
mediately transported across the Dwina, their num- 
bers cannot be accurately stated : but the killed and 
wounded of the 19th must have amounted to three 
thousand. Amongst the latter was St. Cyr him- 
self. 

The trophies of the Russians in this affair, were 
many cannon, and several large magazines of com 
and provisions, which the enemy had not time to 
destroy. 

The loss experienced by Vigtenstein, in > the fall 
of hr^ .brave companions, was not inconsiderable. 
Amongst the officers wounded, were Major-Geoeral 
Balk, the Princes Siber^ky and Gamen, and Colouel 
Rett; likewise the Chamberlain Mnrdwinoff, chief 
of the division of the St. Petersburgh armament, had 
his leg shot away while gallantly leading forward 
his patriot followers. At'out fcurteeu hundred of 
these brave defenders of their country received inde- 
lible marks in their persons, of the glorious deeds of 
these two utemorabie days. Well do breasts de- 
serve stars of honour from their sovereigns, which 
are already stamped with tbe insignia of heroism, by 
the scars of many a hard-fought battle. 

Tbe list of wounded was particularly numerous 
in this victory, for the General-in-chief found it im<- 
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possible to check the .ardour of the new troops. 
The moment the word was given to advance, they 
rushed forward, and threw themselves by whole 
columns into the entrenchments and batteries of the 
enemy. Such zeal gained in position, what it lost in 
numbers ; but it added to the honouraltle catalogue 
of those who bled, the Generals Vlastoff, Sassnoff, 
and Dibsitch ; Colonel Redigir, and the brave Sen- 
ator BibikofF. 

General Steingel, seconded by Major-Greneral 
Fock, added nobly to the renown of these two de- 
cisive days.' He took six hundred prisoners, amongst 
whom were thirty-seven officers. And the cavalry 
of his division, headed by Colonel Bedriaga, were 
then in pursuit of the flying enemy. ^ 

The sentiments of the planner, of this success, may 
befoundbelow, in a letter from Count Vigtenstein to 
Lieutenant-Geiieral Count Steingel. 

" I have the honour to congratulate your Excel- 
lency on the taking of Polotzk, for which achieve- 
ment I feel greatly indebted to the co-operation of 
the corps under your command, 

" I hope to see you to-morrow in this city, to otm- 
sult with you on our future plans. 

•* I beg your Excellency will order Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bedriaga to follow up the enemy as rapidly 
as possible, as my cavalry cannot, in consequence 
of the ruined state of the bridges which cross the 
Dwina. 
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** I am thin instant occupied in filling the ram- 
parts of the Dionastery with cannon, to open iipOD 
the rcjimant of the enemy I can yet descry on the 
oppotrite shore. - 

(Signed) " Count Vigtenstein, 

General of Cavalry." 

" Polotzk, Oct. 8th, 1812, O.S.- 
Oct. 20th, 181-i, N.S." 



The success of Lieutenant-Colonel Bedriaga was 
answerable to the hopes of the two commanders, 
and a complete clearing of this part of the country 
of the enemy, was the result. By this important 
series of events, the city of St. Fetersburgh was rid 
of the alarm which had possessed some of its citi- 
zens, that Macdonald would appear before her gates. 
The total overthrow of that General, rendered the 
Imperial residence perfectly secure ; and, indeed, it 
is not to be doubted but that the military skill of the 
Commander-in-chief on thcDwina, and the gallantry 
of his army, were the salvation of that capital. But 
still, had it so happened, that St, Petersburgh had 
followed the fate ot Moscow, no arms could fiave 
subdued his spirit who held this principle ; " Walls 
are not my empire. If the enemy seize on Moscow, 
J have St. PetepsbiTTgh; if St. Petersburgh become 
their prey, I have Archangel ; if Archangel be lost, 
I have my fleets and the hearts of my people, and 
Russia is still my empire." 
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As another instance of the system of falsehooid 
with which Napoleon and his Generals universally 
deceive the French nation, and make it dream of 
conquests, when the blood of its sons has in fact 
been wasted, I will finish this account of the noble 
day of Folotzk, by adding^ the French report of the 
aflair, 

" General Vigtenstein having' been reinforced by 
the divisions of Russians from Finland, and a gjeat 
part of the militia corps, attacked Marshal St. Cyr 
on the 18th of October. YigteDstein was repulsed 
by the Marshal and General Wrede, who took up- 
wards of three thousand prisoners, and covered the 
field of battle with their dead. On the 20th, 
Mortal Grouvion St. Cyr, having learnt that the 
Marshal Duke of Belluno (Victor) was on his 
inarch to reinforce him, repassed the Dwina to meet 
him. After having effected the junction, he means 
to attack Vigtenstein^ and to oblige him to repass 
the Dwina. 

" Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr bestows the~ highest 
{Nfaises on his troops. The division of Swiss has 
disUnguished itself by its coolness and bravery. 
Colonel Guenea of the "26th regiment of infimtry, 
has beea wounded slightly. The Marshal %. Cyr 
also has received a ball in his toot. The Marsfaat 
.Duke of R^gio (Oudinot) is arrived at the army to 
Kplace him, and to re-establish the command of the 
second corps." 
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ViCTORV having; now declared itself on all points 
for the valiant Russians, the whole attention of the 
Commander-in-chief was turned to rendering it 
complete ; not by driving^ the enemy ont of the em- 
pire, but by holding; him in it till he should expire, 
like Anteeus, in the arms of his conqueror. 

The perilous stiite to which Napoleon would be 
exposed, after having been compelled by hisnecei- 
sitie» to abandon Moscow, the extremities to which- 
he muNt'be reduced to subsist his troops, and to pro- 
vide for them a place of refuge, Were all before the 
comprehensive eye of Marshal Koutonsoff. He 
saw with pniticular satisfaction^ the movements of 
the enemy, and the direction in which they were 
marching. He was directly in their front ; and,' 
on the moment of their evacut^tiou of the city, he 
despatched orders to the different branches of the 
Russian army, wherever they might be stationed, to 
move inward, and draw rapidly around the iovadei*. 
By this manoeuvre he would meet an opposition at 
^very point whence be had thought it possible to 
make a ret:reat ; and his troops, findiog'themtielTes 
encompassed by walls of circumvallation more im-. 
pregnat|le than stone and iron bulwarks — the sted-- 
fast phalanx of the Russian empire in arms !-;-b«isA 
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either surrender in despair, or perish within the 
circle. 

Couriers were despatched to Vigtenstein, who, 
having freed himself from his antagonist, was com- 
manded to move forward, and in a d'trection to meet 
the armies of the Danube and of Tormozotf, which 
had united on the 17th of September, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Loutzk. Orders were sent to their 
commanders also, to pnsh forward towards Minsk, to 
check Ihe French who moved in that quarter. 

General Torniozoff, after defeating the enemy in 
August, (as has been stated) retired upon Kobrine, 
where he remained for some time, annoying the 
Saxon and Austrian divisions by continually inter- 
ceptingf the convoys of evei-y description, which 
came from the Duchy of Warsaw, by the way of 
Brestlitofsky. 

Having performed these services, and being ap- 
prised of the advance of the army of the Danube, 
under the command of Admiral Tchitchagoff, he 
took immediate steps to form a junction with that 
army, and to draw closer his chain of commurtica- . 
tion with the division that was organizing at Mazir 
under the direction of LieiUenant-General Hertel. 
To effect these objects, he fell back to the bank of 
the river Styr, near the city of Loutzk. 

The enemy, not aware of the purpose of tliese 
movements, revived in ho'pe, and lost no time in 
over-nMining the , small part of Volhynia just left ; 
and General Doibbrolvky, with hi» Polish division 
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(whieh ImA occupied Hohiloff on the departure of 
Prioce PoDiatofftky) shewed himself in eveiy quarr 
ter. With an admirable activity he despatched hh 
parties iu every directioo^and by these Hnks(fora8hort 
tkne at least) kept ap an uniaterrupted communis 
catioD with the corps of Renier and Prince Swartr 
zenbui^. Hia detadimentit were at Gloutzk, Finzk, 
and the other towns and villages sitaated between 
him and the divisions of the French and Austrian 
Generals, whose hne stretched to the shores of the 
Boug, near Olesk and Kov^, 

During the time that Tormozoff awaited on the 
banks of the Styr the c<Hning up of the army from 
Moldavia, his advanced posts and reconnoitnng 
parties had several smart skirmiidtes with those t^ 
the ttoemy. They kept each other 4m the cwitinutd 
alert, and renewed the contest day by day,at every opt- 
portunity of meeting, altlKHigh the French side fought 
with the disadvantage of the ibrtuoe of the hour 
.almost constantly fixi^ itself upon the Russiau 
sword. The Cossacs daily passed the river d la 
wtgct and brought in numbers of prisoaerN. 

On the 20th of September a rencontre took plac? 
between some cavalry of both armies, which, iTon> 
its effects, may be considered as an aflair of qnpre 
than usual consequence. 

Count de Lambert (who commanded in the Rus- 
sian army, and was stationed on its left at TourgOr 
vitch) hearing that a strong body oi the eueipy's 
dragoons was to march lUirough a vilhige «t avfos 



:dbvGoogIe 



Kltle dnrtance on the opposite bank of the Styr,' 
ordered several squadrons of Cossacs, under the 
command of Colonel Prince Sragation, and Count 
Bnchot^den, tTco officers of the Imperial hossars, to 
cross the rirer, and advance 'to Uie place throu^ 
which tlie French cavalry were to pass. 

The Cossacs and their gallant leaders were soon 
over file Styr, and, reaching- the village undiscovered^ 
fen suddenly upon the enemy ; who, not thii]^ingf 
to find their adversary so near, were taken by sur- 
prise, and began the contest in some confiision. It 
lasted only an hour, for the first constematioU' of the 
French troops never subsided ; they fought in dis- 
order; and soon ffed with precipitBrtion, teaming 
nMiDy of their, comrades dead on the field. Okie 
hundred and forty 'soldiers, with eleven officer^. 
Were taken prisoners, and three standards fell into 
the hands of the victors. 

The young soldiers who formed the division Un- 
der General Hertel, and who were stationed far tt> 
rtiB right of Tormozofi; were not less actively em- 
ployed. They were eager to try their yet unprac- 
tised arms ; and tfaeir judicious commander did not 
cnrb their enthuHasm, but led them to every owasion 
of proving their courage. On the beginning of 
.August he learnt that Dombrofsky, who for some' 
tinre had occupied IVIohilofF, was preparing to quit 
Hlat place. He had two objects in this movement ; 
tore-assemble his dispersed parties', with an inten- 
tion of investing the^ city and- fortress of dobrui^. 
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whidi was garrinned by Rosnaiu ; and to joia a 
reinforcemeDt which was arrired in the neighbour- 
hood of SloDtzk. By accomplishiDg these desigos, 
be hoped to streogthen bhuself, and to cut off tbe 
commimication of the division at Mazir with the 
other Russian corps. 

Ha^l was not backward in guessing at what 
the change in his adversary's position pointed ; and 
forming an immediate plan to circumvent him, he 
despatched reconnoitriog parties towards Youltsha 
and Garbatchvichi, at ifhich places the enemy had 
formed considerable magazines, and these magazines 
the brave Rassians were determined to destroy. 
Meanwhile the. General himself marched to Bo- 
bmuk, and by fais appearance, and the station ^of 
his troops^ not only defeated the hopes of Dombrof- 
sky in that quarter, but completely separated hira 
from the approach of his expected reinforcement. 

This being effected, Hertel led on a strong body 
of ills forces to move towards Glotftzk. On their 
march they hourly feH in with foraging parties of 
the enemy, who were convoying droves of cattle, 
and carts .full of provisfons for man and beast. 
These the victors seized, and, taking the eticprt pri- 
soners, sent the plunder back to the villag;es whence 
it bad been ravaged. 

On the i4th of September, Hertel reached the 
neighbourhood of Gloutzk, and having a thick wood 
to pass through, in which lay the roads leading to 
^ tow))> he dividfA his little army ioto two co- 
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liuUDS, composing their advaDced guards of Cossacs, 
hussars, some light iafantry, and a few pieces of 
flying artillery. 

As he proceeded to. the openings of the wood 
through which his columns were to make their way, 
he discovered the enemy posted in front of the 
suburbs of the city. His force appeared to be chief- 
ly cavalry, with about one thousand infantry, and a 
few guns: the rest of his troops were in the town. 

No sooner were the Russian columns descried 
approaching from the wood, than the whole of the 
French cavalry, to the number of six htmdred, 
rushed forward' to the attack. The Cossacs and 
hussars, supported by their artillery, gave them a 
firm reception. Under cover of this war of sabres 
and of guns, the Russian infantry rapidly formed, 
and charging in their turn, soon drove the enemy 
back to the suburbs, and thence into the town. 
Here a short resistance was made, but the over- 
whelming valour of the Russians overturned every 
obstacle, and cutting down the enemy wherever 
they presented themselves, every street was a theatre 
of triumph, and with shouts' of acclamation they 
saw the last ranks of the French precipitately retreat, 
and abandon the city. . 

The discomfited General hastily crossed the river 
Ptitchy with his shattered army, and with as much 
expedition destroyed the bridge by which his escape 
was effected. 

But these measures were but a short seciuity. 
S2 
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Hertel soon restored the ruioed arches, and, with 
liis brave eUvea, p»sed over- to complete the defeat of 
the invaders of their country. 

The enemy having consolidated his force, m&ds 
a fAiew of resistance, bat the Cossacs and hussars 
charginfr his ranks with their nsaaX determination, 
compelled them to give ground. Still, however, 
they tnaiDtained the conflict, receding and fighting, 
till ^e Rawians, inflamed with impatience, assaulted 
them with such increased fury, that they could no 
longer stand; and turning round, iheyjmrhf took 
to their keels. I know no ortier term tliat cotrid so 
tndy expreax the haste and manner of their fl^t. 

General Hertel being thus left m quiet possession 
of the dity and its environs, took two hundred and 
fifty prisoners, and a large magazine of com. But» 
determined to suffer no delay in the prosecution of 
his plans, which comprised the seizure or destruction 
of the enemy's depots in Youltsha and Garbatchvir 
chi, and the prevention of the French flying squa- 
drons joining the detachment from Domhrofsky 
then on its march towards Bobruisk, the persevering 
Mertel again put his eager troops in motion. 

At the distance of ten wersts from Gloutzk his 
advanced parties came up with a numerons body 
of infantry, who were fiigitives from bis late vict07 
lious field. Seeing themselves so closely pursued, 
they hastily foj-med, covtring their flanks with two 
pieces of cannon and some light troops ; bat the 
coinpletioD of their line was not altowed to be maie. 



j:,GoogIe 



for their.old enemies the Cossacs and faauars, fof- 
lowed by a regiment of infantry, precipitated them- 
selves upon their ranks, and mowed them down 
in the midst of the disorder they occasioned^ without 
the pause of a minute. While this deathfol work 
__ was going forward in the van, the Russia Creneral 
ordered the wood in their flank to be penetrated, 
that he might gain their rear. This was done : and 
the enemy, finding himself nearly surrounded, rose 
with the occasion, and fought with a desperation 
that almost made his opponents stager. After fivo 
hours hard fighting, in which every man in the op- 
posing legions mu!«t have found himself a hero, tlte 
French^ wounded and faint, yielded the contest by 
rushing into the woods \ there seeking a miserable 
shelter, while their more fortunate comrades lay 
dead or dying upon the disputed field. 

. The eiraoiy lost upward^ of one thousand men in 
killed and wounded, in this action, and inie hundred 
and fifty as prisoners to the Russians, who tocdL 
them with their two pieces of cannon. 

On the side of General Hertel, the loss was com- 
paratively small, amounting to no more than two 
hundred killed and wounded i but even these were 
great to him who lamented in each individual the 
early fall of one formed to reflect increasing honour 
on the soldier's name. 

After compelling his indefatigable troops to take 
a few hour^s repose, they impatiently listened for 
hit commaud to pursue their career. That given. 
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they were 6^in in array, and on ihe road to Vonlt- 
s)ia and Oarbatchvichi: They needed only to ap- 
pear before those places to receive the reward of 
their toil in the crowning of their enterprise. Both 
magazines fell into their hands ; and Dombvotsky^ 
hearing that the Russian force was coming npon 
him, broke up hier lines before the fortress of Bo- 
bruisk, and fell rapidly hack iiptHi M<Ailoff. 

Whilst 'this saccess attended the troops under 
General Hertel's personal eommaii(l, a detadiment 
from bis army under General Zapolsky, had defeated 
a party of Austriens close to the town of Piiok. 
The result was, the abandonment of that place by 
the enemy, who retired upon Lubaschevo. A very 
large magazine filled with all kinds of stores was 
ihund by the victors in Pinzk. 

When General Renier and Prince Swartzaiburg^ 
were apprised of the union "of the army of the 
Dannbe witb that of Tormozoif, they made prepara- 
tioDs for an immediate retreat towards Brest-Litof- 
sky. The Russians were as prompt in pursuit, and 
the roads over which they passed presented a thoo- 
sand traces of the haste with which the discomfited 
invaders retrod their steps. Dead horses, broken 
tumbrils, carts, and destroyed stores, were every 
where strewed along the path. The advanced par- 
ties of the retreating and pursuing armies were at 
hourly rencontre, killing numbers and making many 
prisoners. At last the Russian force pressed so close 
upon SwartsenbfU'g, that he was obliged to hasten 
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his marcli, and entireljr evacuate the country befor« 
the troops so receetly driven IVom Pinzk could make 
their way to his standard. Thus was Volhynia dis- 
encumbered of the load which had so long bnrthen- 
ed her fields and her cities ; bat ere the enemy had 
reached the vicinity of Vlodkva and of Brest, he 
left upon the ground he had so oppressed, upwards 
of two thousand killed, and five hmidred prismi^rs in 
the hands b( his pursuers. 

When the Aultrian Prince and his "Soldiers, with 
Renier and his followers, hatted at VIodava and 
Brest, they did not rest there, but pushed across the 
river Boug towards Brest- Litofeky. They werfe 
about forty thousand men strong, and here took up a 
position ; but finding' it expedient to despatch the 
greater part of their force again to the opposite 
bank, they recrossed the river near that town, and 
entrenched themselves between the Mouchovitza and 
the Lessna. The former is a 'little stream that 
flows into the Boug, and the latter pays its tribute- 
to the same great river, several wersts distant^ near 
Bratouyanib. 
' Tchitchagofi^'s cokimns having kept on the rig^t 
bank of the Bftug, followed the enemy's motions in' 
a parallel direction ; and after crossing the Mouchor- 
vitza at three places, arrived on the iltii of October. 
Opposite to their firont. His recminoitrin^ parties- 
broughthitu information ^at decided him aa mak- 
ing.an attack early next mornii^. But long, after 
dawn it continued so extremdy dark that the near- 
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Mt e^eot could hardly be diMomed. On the clondf 
clearing -away be bore down ddod the FreiH^ posi- 
tioD, ivben, to bit iDfinite disftp^iDtment, be found 
that the ^emy had abandoned bis I'mea and disap- 
peared. In fact, &warte«i)bur^ and Renter bad 
taken adrai^tage of the night and the obscurity of 
the morning* to move oS unperceiyed, and to re- 
treat across the Lesens, in Ihe direction of Viasoko- 
Litofsk. 

The Bsasiana lost no lime in commencing the 
chase, and tbeir advance-f uards soon came up with 
^e rear of the fugitives, even iu the moment of 
their passing the rirer. A hot contest ensued, and 
many fell on both sides; the Russians fought at dis- 
advantage, and the enemy crwsed. Renier and his 
coadjutqr had foreseen the pursuit, and prepared for 
it by placing pieces of artUIery on the opposite 
hank, and lining the wood that overshadowed. it> 
widi- chasseurs. These kept up a heavy fire on their 
parsusrs, and ^evented them from immediately fol- 
.lowing the French r«tr across the stream. Indeed 
it was not until the next morning tbat.tbe Russian 
oomqiaader found he ccwdd proceed with advantage ; 
aftji then the |HU%uit was prosecuted with subh 
Ef>eed and c&ct, tbat.tbe enemy -were driven far be- 
ylmd Vifsoko, and indnoed to make a rapid march 
towards Biatisto<^. 

. I^vfiog this whole afimr,fr(ntf the first to: the hut 
of ^ purwit, the Russians had about two haiidred 
wA ajpcty Dtftt hilted lukl woanded, besides six offi* 
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cers. The enemy's loss was coflisiderable. Four 
hundred were left; on the road dead or dying • and 
seven hoodred men, including; twenty officers, were 
taken prisoners. 

Mean vhi4eMajor-6eneral DochtorroffandColonel 
Tschemiche6P, with someregimentij of light caVsdry, 
had been detfiched to the opposite shore of the Boug, 
at Brest-Lftofsky, with orders to march upoii Bialo- 
Lublin, and to despatch their troops to the right and ' 
left, to destroy all the magazines they could 6nd, 
and to make observations for future movements, in 
the event of a complete evacuation of the country by 
the French. 

The object of this pursuit in so many points, was 
not merely to harass the enemy, but to drive him' 
entirely out of that part of the country which bor- 
dered upon the lands whence the Russian armies ^i 
this quarter mtist draw their subsistence. 

Admiral Tchitchagoff, being informed that the 
retreating forces had passed the Nai-eva, deiipatche^ 
a corps which moved swift:ly afl:er them. It was 
meant rather to observe than to attack, and by hover- 
ing over the movements of the enemy in the direc- 
tion of Biblistock,' it would greatly facilitate the 
design of the Admiral to open a correspondence 
. with' the army of the Dwine, and to cut off ^is di- 
vision of the grand army from any communication 
with Buonapartfe. 

One spirit of flight weened now to pervade the 
French forces throughout the whole Empire. Ii^ 
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tUs qnartef tliey retreated with a baste that did not 
permit Hiern te make any observations of what was 
passing in the rear ; and therefore the brave Tchit- 
f^agoff felt no uneasy anticipation of their attempt- 
ing to retoni, when his recall to the interior should 
lessen the numbers of their pursuers; In vain would 
the divisions under the immediate command of Na- 
poleon have wished to partake the esctfpe of those 
under Renier and Prince Swartz«ibarg: Kodtoa- 
soff had got them strongly hemmed in, and to com- 
plete the circle he was. drawing around them and 
their dictator, he' despatched orders to Admiral 
Tchitchagoff to hasten his movements towards 
Minsk, as his troops were required in that quarter 
to intercept the Grand Amof, which was then in firil 
flig-ht from Moscow. 

Tliis intelligence no sooner reached the Com- 
mander of the army of the Danube, than be set for- 
ward. He had already cle»^- Volhynia, and 
great.part of the government of Grodno of their in- 
vaders. The detachments which he sent into the 
government of Warsaw, had carried terror to the 
gates of its capital ; and returned to him, after 
having destroyed numerous valuable magazines in 
their path. 

When the Admiral directed his march towards 
Minsk (which he did on the 1st of November) 
Lieutenant-GeAeral Sakin was lefit, at the head of a 
body of troops, at Brest-Idto^y, with orders to re- 
main in observation on the Duchy of Warsaw. 
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Cener^I Liders was .then at Volinet and T^ith Genend 
Heitdl, had received coannaads to move with all ex- 
. pedition upoD Min^. Lidn^ was to proceed by the 
way of Pinzk, and Hertel through Gloatzk, whilst 
the army of the Dsmube directed ite course towards 
Proujany. From that place it would continue its 
route through Slonim, Neswick, Mire, and so on- 
wards to Minsk,- at which point the Admiral hoped 
to arrive on the 19Ui of November. 



Field-Marshal KouTousoFF having had ac- 
curate informalioo of the givwing miseries of the 
French daring their occupation of Moscpw, and of 
the extremities to which their leader was reduced, 
foresaw the speedy evacuation of that city, and the 
consequent state of the enemy. He therefore lost 
no time-in making such prepai-ations ibr the- event as 
would render it decisive of the fate of Napoleon 
and his army. ' 

The head-quarters of the Russian main army had 
removed from Krasooy-Pocra to the village of Tou- 
ratino, where it was.eutrenched on the 2d of Octo- 
ber ; hat OQ the 4th it changed its position to die 
village of Letachevka, further on the Kalouga road. 
From these points the Commander-io-chief des- 
patched his orders, and dispersed, his divisions into 
every aveane into which it Was poEeible the memy 
in his flight might attempt to peae^ate. Myriads of 
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•nncd men coverad the country from die vioinity 
of Bronitza to the grand road of Mojaisk, tmd 
thence tbroiigb Klin, on the opposite side to Di- 
mitroff and Vladimer. The peasantry beheld the 
hour of retribution at haotf, and they presented 
themselves every where in ' multitudetj, some on 
foot and others on horseback, to assist the soldiery 
in the destruction of their enemies. 

At tiiis juncture of aflnirs, the Field-Marshal'a 
own words will give the most satisfactory account of 
the relative state of the hostile annies. He thus 
writes : ■ 

** During the last eight. days the Russian army 
has occupied the right bank of the Nara, near 
the village of Touratiuo, where it now remains in 
a state of tranquillity, while it augments Hs 
streugth; every regiment is kept up in its ori- 
ginal numerical force, by troops continnally ar- 
riving from the different governments. Prince 
Lobanoff RostoffKy, general of infantry, saper- 
intends the formation and discipline of these 
recmits ; who, .daily exierciaed in the oamp, 
rapidly acquire military knowledge, and be- 
come impatient for its display, in .active set" 
vice. Excellent water, and abundant f(»«ge, give 
every advantage to our present situation : the regu- 
lations for the distribution of jwovisions are so ad-^ 
piirably adapted to their object, that a wiat at any 
kind is nnkDQwn amongst our troops. The roads 
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are coTered with nnmerona waggons laden witji the 
superfluity of adjacent g;oveniments. Convalesceot 
officers and- -soldiers daily rejoin their regiments, 
while the sick and wounded, still in the bosom of 
flieir country, enjoy the inestimable privilege of 
being surrounded by the tender cares of their own 
families. • - 

" Meanwhile, the confusitm which prevails in 
the enemy's army; prevents him irom attempting to 
disturb ourrepose: -his remoteness from his own do- 
minions deprives him of supplies; his subsistence, 
therefore, becomes hourly-more precarious; and the 
prisoners unanimously confess that their army have 
long had no other meat than herse-fle^, and that 
bread was even scarcer than meat. The total want 
of forage reduces their cavaky and horse-artillery 
to the utmost wretchedness; the greatest part of 
tliis cavalry has been already destit^ed in the pre- 
ceding combate. and particularly m the memorable 
day of the 36th of August (7th Sept. N. S.), a 
day so glorious to the Russian name! The miser- 
able remnant that is left, surrounded on all sides by 
ourdetaohmentsthactcut offevery supply, suflerfi-om 
the Severest scarcity. Pressed by want, and strait- 
ened in means, the enemy con no longer attempt 
any thing beyond some feeble efforts to secure those 
escorts of- provisions, which ar& uniformly beaten 
l^ our foraging parties. Oar priceipal detachments 
upon the roads ftf Mojaisk, of St. Petersburgh, of 
Kolomna:, and of Sespouchoff,-rBrety sofiera day to 
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paw without briog^ng ia upwards of three hnndred 
prisooers ; even the peasants, belonging to the vil- 
lages bordering: on the seat of wfiir, cause infinite 
vexation and loss to ou^ invaders. 

" Russia, which in every age has distinguished 
herself amongst the nations of the earth, by love for 
her sovereigns, burns to day with more than her an- 
, cientzealto defend the throne of her Emperor, and 
to avenge her own wrongs; filled witbpatriotic ardour, 
the peasants furange themseWesinto armie^ they post- 
sentinels upon the tops of thehills, and of the churches, 
to watch the approach of the enemy> and when he 
is descried the tocsin is sounded, the patriot warriors 
rush into their self-formed ranks, pour witii the force 
trf mingled torrents upon theie brigands, and stay 
their overwhelmed tid^ only by the total destruction 
of their opposers. 

*< Etvery day they are seen crowding to the camp 
bringing prisoners to head-quarters, and demanding 
arms and ammunition; the demand of these true 
sons of their country is never denied, while there re- 
mains the means of gratifying it. In many places 
these brave peasants have •ollectively taken a soleum 
oath to continile embodied for the common defence, 
and have ^t the same time enacted laws, by, which 
the- severest punishments are decreed for sudi as ^ 
should basely desert their voluntary plet^. 

*' That awful a-rna,, which sustains the just and 
strikes the unjust, is now manifestly stretched fwih 
io wrath over the beads of our enemies!— 4ateUi- 
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gence htis ju^t arriTed* that after completely rcmthig 
the French, the Spaniards and the English have re- 
taken Madrid ; thus our invaders are discomfited 
-everywhere; and while they are falling by thoa- 
' sands at on^ extremity of Europe, at the other their 
graves are diggiog in the soil of that empire which 
they vainly menaced with annihilation !" 

The task of reconnoitring the great high road 
leading' to Wiazma and Gchatz, was entrusted to 
the active zeal of M ajor-General Dor6choff. Be- 
sides this duty, he was ordered to attack the city of 
Vereya, which the enemy had garrisoned, to take 
it by assanlt, and to destroy the fortifications which 
they had recently constructed. This accomplished, 
the left of the imperial army would be freed from 
an impediment in its movements, and the whole 
coantry would be clear tathe Gchatz road.. 

On the 2d of October General Dorochofi^ joined 
his advanced corps under Colonel Prince Vadbalsky 
and Colonel Davidoff, and pushed on tothe country 
between Semlevo and Wiazi](ia, where he surprised 
the enemy ; and between the 3d and- the Isth of 
October took upwards of a hundred carriages of 
various descriptions laden with plunder and provi- 
sions, wrested from the peasantry, and nearly a 
hundred and fifjty head of cattle. During.the ren- 
contres with convoys, foragers, and marauders, 
which put him in possession «f this spoil, be killed 
and took of the enemy moxe than two thousand mm, 
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with a ^at number of officers, and six pieces of 
cannon. 

Vereya had been streDg^bened by the French, 
ntd was c<Hisidered by them as a valuable depot for 
their arms, plunder, and provisions. Napoleon had 
placed there a garrison of one thousand five hundred 
men, composed of French and Westpfaalians ; and 
when the Russians under Dorochoff approached to 
attack it, the town shewed signs on every sfde of a 
determined resistance. However, the spirit that 
moved to the assault was as resolute as that which 
opposed it. Although the Russian, general found 
the ascent to the fortifications extremely steep, and 
diat they were rendered more-secure by firm rows. 
of palisadoes, he gave orders to carry the wIk^ by 
storm. The deed followed the command ; and the 
columns which led the attack were condocted by 
four intrepid citizens of Vereya. The native in- 
habitants of the ■ town watched with anxiety the 
salvation their brethren had promised-to bring them- 
from Koutousoff's camp, and hailed wiUt bounding 
hearts, the approach of the Russian. legions. They' 
descried the standards of Dorochoff; aud in the 
rear of his line a body of peasantry, with their 
hatchets and pick-axes, led on by a venert^e priest 
to destroy the works and palisadoes. 

At five o'clock in the mtHnihg of the 1 0th the 
whfje of the advanced party had passed the first 
line of defence ; this achieved, they rushed into Ae 
ditch, and in less than half an hour the Rusaan 
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bayonets had made their way into the heart of the 
town. The priest and his warlike band soon level- 
led the parapets and bastions in all quarters, and 
aided their brethren in arms, to sweep the city of its 
insolent intruders. 

About five hundred of the enemy were slain, 
four hundred made prisoners, and the standard of 
Westphalia taken, with five hundred muskets, which 
were distributed amongst the peasantt'y. Some 
corn, flour, and biscuits, were found, which were 
given to the troops and people. 

The loss on the part of the Russians did not ex- 
ceed forty men in killed and wounded. The brave 
citizens who led the columns were amongst the first 
to mount the ramparts, and one of them was 
vrounded. The disaster' was happily not mortal j 
and in recompence for the dangerous duty, he and 
his three brave colleagues each received the military 
inedalof the order of St. George. 

On finding the Russian light troops in the ueigh- 
bourfaood of Mojaisk, the enemy conceived appre* 
faensions'for the safety of Vereya, and despatched to 
its garrison a reinforcement of three battalions of 
infantry and four squadrons of cavalry. They were 
seen from the town, about eleven o'clock, at a few 
wersts' distance. Before they could perceive that 
all was over with their comrades in that garrison, a 
reserve of troops (stationed by the Russian General 
without the walk) instantly advanced and felt upon . 
them. Their resistance was short, but while it last- 
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ed so sang'uiilary that they seemed to stahd iu blood. 
At Icng'th, finding perseviBrance would beuDavailing, 
they g'avc up the contest and fled. The dead they, 
left on the field was terrifically increased by the 
swords of the Cossacs and other cavalry, which cut 
down hundreds as they pursued them to the. coverings 
lines of Mojaisk. 

From the movements of the several French divi- 
sions towards every point connected with any avenue 
that led to the Dneiper, it was easy to understand 
the object to which their leader now. bent his steps. 
His purpose was to retrace his march, to escape the 
vengeance of an incensed country, and to find him- . 
self once more in safety on the frontiers of bis sub- . 
JQct nations. 

From the instant hc found all hopes vain of bring- 
iag the empire of Russia to the necessity of soliciting 
a disgraceful peace, he decided upon retiring to 
that part of Poland where his magazines had been 
prepared, for a very different consummation of 
bis campaign than the present retrograde jnotion. 

Gould he accomplish this retreat, which' he flat- 
tered himself might be done with. a comparatively 
trifling loss, he would remain at the vast entrance of 
the Russian empire, until the return of spring should 
re-open to him her gates. During the interval his 
harassed troops would be recovered from their fa- 
tigues ; be would draw new levies >nd contributions 
firom France, and the continental states; and, again 
crossing the fi-oatiers with his host, he would fall 
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with interminable fiuy upon the Russian empire, and 
compel it to acknowledg-e ** a just sense of its duty 
as «n European state!" 

■ It is evident that the Russian people and th% 
Ruler of the French, see the " duty" of Russia '* as 
an European state," in two opposite points of vieff. 
Which is the right one, any honest mind can affirm. 

Being reduced to the necessity of putting his 
hard alternative into practice, Buonaparte saw, with 
increased vexation, the adjacent country so filled 
with Ihs adversaries, that he must take extraordi- 
nary precautions to escape their vigilance. He 
thought it well to divide his army from its spoil; 
judging by his own soldiers, he seems to have plan- 
ned a bait for the Russian troops in one path, 
which, when they were devouring, would have 
purchased for himself and followers, a safe retreat 
beyond their lines. To this end, he sent forward, 
on the great road to Smolenzk, several hundreds 
of carts, carriages, and waggons, filled with am- 
munition and plunder, sick and wounded soldiers, 
and a scanty store of provisions and forage. 

While these proceeded on their perilous journey, 
he designed to set forward himself, with the grand 
army, in a parallel direction, taking his course by 
the way of Maloyarraslavitz Medyn, and crossing 
the governments of Smolenzk and MohilofT, he 
hoped to reach Minsk in safety.- In that city, he 
had provided magazines of all kinds, and in its 
neighbourhood he expecl^ed to meet the reinforce- 
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Ment of Marshal Victor, jwned l>y tbe rMumB of 
Si. Cyr's division. 

Buonaparte encooraged his army with the aisur- 
^nce that if they gained Minsk, the coantry diverg- 
ing from it, and all along their future B»irch, 
was so prolific, that while they remained on it 
limy would scarcely agaia feel any priratioBs 
from the war. Famished, and worn with the 
calamities they hod suffered aud inflicted, they 
were eager to press towards so desirable a goal; 
and to ensure a favourable issue to these hopes, 
their lieader made his first mbvemeht in an at- 
tempt to deceive Prince KoutousoC He wii^d 
to give him an idea that the obj«ct ol the French 
^xiops was to pierce the maia Ruaaiaa army, to 
possess themselves of Kalouga, and to wilder in 
the rich provinces around it. To make this im- 
preSMoli, which was to be th^ operating taal of 
his great plan, he directed Murat to march fpr- 
ward upon the Kalouga road, with a formid^hte 
division of the army, to attack the Russians, and by 
prolonging the contest, afford time for the 'rest of 
the troops and their sovereign, tu gain an unmoksted 
retfeat. 

Prince Koutousoff was too good a master of tJbe 
pcieace of information to be ignorant of this scheme 
o£ bis adversary. He made instant dispositions t» 
render it abortive, and accordingly ordet'ed a great 
part of his army to bre^k u{ih their position at Toiurat 
tiiiOt iH). the n^ 9f October;* aii4 msfch out uod^r 
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tbe commaMl of General Baron Bmniogsen. Tbeir 
advance was to be as sadden as unexpected by tlie 
enemy, and they were to fall upon him a Vimproviste 
near MaloyarraslavHz. Tlie Baron and his brave 
troofM hastened to the enterprize with an ardour 
answerable to its tatportance, for they could not but 
see that in proportion to the expectations of advan- 
tage which Napoleon had founded on the success of 
\r» plan, would be his despair on its failure. In 
such a diieiUHia they perceived no option for his fol- 
lowers btrt a miserable flig'ht through the desolated 
ways of Wiazma. 

WiazHia, which the Russians looked to as the pro- 
bable temporai-y asylum of their defeated enemy, 
vas fated to be the fi^d of his severest contest. It 
is situated on the right bank of the river Louja, and 
stands upon high commanding grounds, at the foot' 
of which are extensive woods that stretch to a vast 
plain, beyond which the country becomes, to a con- 
siderable extent, uneven and intersected with ravines 
and smalt rivers^ 

Benningsen having drawn tbe battalions selected 
for this duty from tbe chief part of the right wing 
of the mam arany, they lerft their lines at seven^'dock 
in the evening of tiie 17tb. -His gallant corps was 
cmnposed of Uie atcaoA, third, and fourth tmttalions 
of ra^ntry, ten regMgnents of Cossacs under Count 
Ofloff-DenisoS', the twenti^ regimeBt of cbas- 
sears, and fonr other reginutBt* ixvm the firat division 
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of cavalry uadei- the orders of Major-j^rc«eral Banni 
Miller-Zakonielsky. 

The whole body moved on in three columns. 
The Brst composed of Cosssux under Count Orloff- 
Denisoff, and seconded l>y the force under General 
Miller-Zakomebky, was to form Bennin^sen's 
right, and endeavour to turn the lefl flank of the 
enemy. The second column consisted of a body of 
infantry preceded by a biigade of chasseurs, and 
four pieces of light artillery ; the rear of this column 
was formed of the divisions of Lieutenant-General 
Bi^gavout and Major-General Count Strt^nt^, 
tmd supported by a Ibrmidable train of artillery. 
Xhe third cohimn was commanded by Count Oster- 
maur Tolstoy, and consisted of the fourth corps of 
infantry, with a battery of heavy guns. 

These ilivisions, headed by their Commander, 
ioon crossed the Nara, while the rest of the army 
followed their movements, and advanced along the 
great road. The day had not dawned before the 
leading corps had gained the various points whence 
they were to commence their operations. 

When information was brought to Murat of the 
unexpected E^proach of the Russians, he hastily 
formed in order of battle, and taking advanti^e of 
some rising gronnds in the rear of a village close 
to his line, he planted it with a heavy battery of 
guns. The body of his army presented a vast front, 
extetiding its flanks to the extremities of Uie neigh- 
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boaring' woods. It consisted of fifty thousand tnetij 
and was'commanded by himself and Beauharnois. 

JE^evious to the Russian cohimns presenting them- 
selves to'the enemy, the brigade of chasseurs had 
spread themselves upon the plain ; giving time, by 
this manoeuvre, for the light artillery to come up 
and form at some distance from the head of its re- 
spective advancing corps. 

' The guns of the centre column were the first to 
open their fii-e. Thib was the signal for Count Or- 
loiF-DenisofiT to lead near the edge of the wood, to- 
wards the enemy's left. Count Osterman-Tolstoy 
at the same moment moved to his left, to join the 
■corps of General Dochtorroff, which had been pre- 
viously employed in observation in the vicinity of 
Maloyarraslavitz. The centre was led on by the 
gallant Lieutenant-General Baggavout, who formed 
on the heigiits near the town, and covered them 
"with cannon. 

The action commenced with a tremendous fire ; 
for some time both sides sustained the shock with 
admirable firmness, butthe steady discharge of the 
■Russian infantry began to shake the enemy's line, 
and what completed its disorder from his centre to 
his left, was the sudden opening of a battery hastily 
thrown up by the Russians on their left, and , which 
added a heavy cross fire to that already poufed up- 
on the falling enemy. Nearly at tins juncture 
Count Orloff-Denisoff turned the left flank of the 
French and fell upon their rear with great h^v^. 
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The cMifasion in this poiot was very great, and to 
reoder it decisive, he seconded the uDremitting fire of 
big musketry, witli repeated discharges fixtna Uie 
wlmle of bis light artillery. While the dismayed 
multitade before him were deterting their ground 
in crowdK, General Baron Miller-Zakomelsky came 
up with his cavalry and Cossaca, and completed the 
destruction. 

The success of the right column ef the Russians 
was immediately observed by Benniagsen, and to 
redouble the advantage, he ordered his infantry and 
cavalry to press forward. The dragoons char-ged 
with vehemence, and the resolute in£uitry bore 
down with a weight that overthnew all opposition. 
The enemy rallied, and made a shew o£ resistaDce, 
but the attempt was as short as vaui, and they were 
driven at the poiot of the bayonet, with dreadful 
slaughter from the field. 

Owing to an unforeseen circumstance Cowt Oa- 
terraan-Tolstoy had not been able to form a junc- 
tion witii Docbtorrofi', hut the rest of the B«ssiaB 
army appearing in sight, the right of the enemy fol- 
lowed the example of his centre and left, and pre- 
cipitately fled before the victors towards Medyn. 

The loss of the, French in this day's battle amount- 
ed to two thousand five hundred killed, a^d one 
thousa))d taken prisoners. They also lost iixegret^ 
Standard of botiour belonging to the N^poletni regif 
iroaitof cuirasseurs, thirty-eight pieces of caiuutq, 
fi^ auuunuition waggons, all tb& bt^gage bek^- 
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ing to the division, an immensity of plunder amass- 
ed at different times by individuals of tlie army, the 
carriages of Murat, and other spoil of various descrip- 
ti<His. Amongst the slain on the enemy's side wer« 
many oilicers of rank ; one General named Derict 
was piked by a Cossac, and the bodies of twelve field 
officers were found on the field. 

The loss on the part of the Russians was trifling in 
number, not amounting to more than three hundred 
killed ; but in that small list they had to lacp^rt the 
brave General Baggavout, who was struck by a 
cannoQ-shot at the commencement of the action, 
and instantly expired. The v^cran commander in 
this most glorious day, the . intrepid Benningsoi, 
was also wounded by receiving a severe contusion in 
his 'leg ; but he would not leave the field till he be- 
held the dauntless perseverance of his heroes crown- 
ed with victory. 

The force by which it bad been achieved was in- 
ferior in numbers to that of the enemy, but the spirit 
by whioh they were animated gave a more than mor- 
tal determination to their courage, and the effect 
was answerable to the inspiration. 

The praise given to the troops for their conduct 
on this day, both by Beoaingsen and Koutausoff, 
does not pay a more deserved tribute to the men 
tiiau to the officers, whose discipline and example 
trained them to this glorious proof of the soldier. 
The venerable Fidld-Mar^al thus espr«sses him- 
self:— 
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■ " The circumstance in this victory that 1 dwell on 
with the greatest satisfaction is, that all the columns 
performed their movements with an order and tran- 
quillity, more rcRembling the calm evoiations of a 
jield-day than the tumultuous hour of battle." 

General Benningsen speaks the same language. 

"■ I cannot sufficiently express my approbation of 
the good order and courag'e with which the troops 
executed their different movements, and made their 
attacks. Their coolness and intrepidity, as w^lt as 
discipline, cannot be excelled. They have covered 
themselves with glory. In justice to the other part 
of the army, which circnmstancesdid not permit to 
join in the actiolt^^*PlfiLUSt add what is due to them, 
that the commanding disposition which they took 
on the farther extended heights to- fbe left, mate- 
rially facilitated the brilliant issue of this memorable 
day." 

This defeat of Murat, so nnlooked for by his mas- 
ter, was a dreadful omen of the fate that awaited 
his devoted army. When the news reached Napo- 
leon, he then felt the pang^ of desperation in their 
f^l force. He found it impossible to deceive him- 
self any longer, and he saw how improbable it 
would be much longer to deceive his wretched fol- 
lowers. The moment was come when the bonds 
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by which he had haked so many Tarying interests 
into his, were to barst asunder ; when, perhaps, the 
thousands he had be'gfuiled into this measureless dis- 
tance from their homes, would turn upon their de- 
luder, and wreak their vengeance in his blood. 
These natural suggestionsrung a dreadful denuncia- 
tion in his ears ; not ten thousand spectres from their 
bloody graves could have been more teirible to his 
soul, than the voice that then spoke within him. 
Not a moment was to be lost. The great object he 
had in view, to open a path to his army by mislead-' 
ing KoutousofF, had been frustrated. Instead of 
his generals falling unexpectedly on the Russian 
army, Koutousoff 's generals had fallen unexpectedly 
upon his. 

The movement upon Yarralavitz had drawn npon 
hitn the whole force of the country, and at a moment 
when he ought to have endeavoured, by every stra- 
tagem he could devise, to have kept the Russians in 
their entrenchments at Touratino, while his famish- 
ed legions were drawing " off by degrees, and at 
least getting the start of their enemy. It is true, 
that in such a retreat they would have had many 
thousand squadrons of Cossacs and light troops to 
eneounter and to pass; but still, had he directed 
Murat's force to have moved in a parallel direction 
nearer to the Mojaisk road, the Russian main array 
would not hav^ been so soon aroused, and with it 
the whole Russian people en masse. ' The dirtsion 
was now discomfited with disgrace, which be had 
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9K^>ed woiild have covered his moTements towards a 
fdaoeof restoration and rest for hia troops ; and the 
direful effect of the disaster was not merely tami^- 
ing hist glory, but compelling him to t^e a route that 
was pregnant with calamity to his soldiers, and mor- 
tification to himself. The legions of Russia pressed 
around him, and he was forced to seek a way to the 
promised tvinter qaarters over the desolated waste 
which his people, high in pride and anticipated cxm- 
<]uest, had trod under foot in their progress to the an- 
cient capital of the empire. 

On the 10th ef the month, two days after the de- 
featof Yarralavitz,Napoleon quitted Moscow. His 
troops were more eager to obey than he to give the 
word, that rid the groaning city of its ruthless 
invaders. This once splendid and jocund army^were 
now naked and dispirited, with scarcely a day's 
Inscuit for each man, or a mouthful of forage for the 
mumeroua horses. With despair in their looks they 
heard the commands of their generals to move upon 
Mojaisk, by the ways of Borosk and Vereya. Mu- 
rat and Beauharnois were to attempt gaining the 
same point by Medyn. 

Buonaparte and his share of the troops proceeded 
to the proposed rendezvous by the old Kalonga road, 
and halting at Disna, his twenty-sixth bulletin re- 
ports him to have arrived on the twenty-third of the 
-moDth at Berosk. It is thus expressed : — 

*'The faead-c|uart^rs were at the castle of Troitz- 
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koy (iiesu- Disna) on the nineteenth, and there re- 
mained all the twentieth. On the twenty-first they 
were at Ignatieff; the twenty-second at Fominskoy ; 
and the army havings made two fiank movements, it 
arrived on the twenty-third at Borosk." 

After the victory of the 18th, Field-Marshal 
Koutousoff resumed his position at Tonratino, and 
strengthened his advanced-guard under Milorado- 
vitch, which was stationed at Tchemichnaya^ and 
spread its parties beyond Voronova. He also des- 
patched a reinforcement of twenty-five new regi- 
ments of Cossacs to disperse themselves, 'under the 
direction of the intrepid Flatofi^, throughout every 
part of the country between the late scene of action 
and Mqjaisk. 

The enemy felt the full effects of these hostile 
preparations. In his march towards Maloyarrasla- 
vitz, every step he took was marked by the perishing 
bodies of his followei-s, fallen by the grasp of famine, 
or the swords of the flying parties of Russian cavalry 
which infested every village andevery wood in their 
path. Koutousoff had, no longer to stand on the 
defensive ; his whole array was at his disposal to 
follow in any direction the breathless retreat of the 
enemy, and he did not fail to make active use of 
that part of his force which was calculated to bring 
back the best account of the fugitives. He possess- 
ed 4 body of horse that amounted to more than 
fqrty-five regiments, and great part of these be 
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despatched^ with hordes of Bashkirs, Tartars, and 
other irregular troops, to traverse and destroy the 
^French troops in every direction. 

Amongst the numerous sanguinary rencontres 
which look place between these warriors of the desert 
and the soldiers of Napoleon, a more than ordinary 
brilliant affair took place under the brave leading 
of Colonel Frintle Koudascheff. He perceived a 
^rong bodj^ of the French approaching, and, putting 
himself at the head uf about six hundred Ci^acs, 
he rushed suddenly from a thick wood upon the 
enemy, and charged them with a fiiry that-'lDVelled 
the first ranks with the earth on the first assault. It 
was the advanced guard of Sebastiani, but was 
taken off its guard. It was, however, commanded 
by a brave ofBcer, and made several b^ld essays to 
recover the distinction of its name; but the over- 
whislming [lower of the Cossac arm was not to be 
resisted, and nearly the whole of the party were 
put to death. 

This success was followed up by the victors with 
an increased ardour for new exploits. They set 
forward, and proceeding some little distance on the 
same road, came in upon a ravine, where they sur- 
prised another detachment from the grand army, 
which appeared as negligent of preparing against 
an attack as its predecessor. The gallant Koudas- 
cheffboredown upon it immediately, and though its 
numerical force more than doubled his, the enemy 
fell before him as before a mighty wind ; and 



:dbvGoogIe 



mounting their deftd bodies to -seize the trophies of 
his victory, he took from the field a park of twelve 
cannon, tbiity baggage and nrnmunition waggons, 
and above one hundred and twenty carriages of all 
descriptions, in some of which were the spoils which 
had been gathered by Sebastiani and the officers of 
his division. 

£ven the French allow the defeat they suflferedin 
this rencontre ; and in two of their bulletins where- 
in the^ mention it, acknowledge that eight hundred 
men were killed ; but, as if there were a principle 
witiiiD them never to speak truth without breathing 
along with it a neutralizing quantity of falsehood, 
they add, (as an excuse for the unmilitary conduct 
of their line in permitting a double surprise) that 
the Russians, when they made this attack, broke an 
armistice. 

The most awful scene of misery and .of blooti 
that ever was registered in .the annals of the world, 
was now about to open its horrors. Napoleoli moved 
forward like the demon on the pale horse, with 
hunger and pestilence aiid death in his train; apd 
the myriads of famished human beings who followed 
in the dreadful march,' saw beforb them a vast 
barren track of nearly four hundred wersts, before 
they could hope to reach any sustenance for expiring 
nature, any shelter from the vengetiil swords of their 
incensed foe. 

. Smolenzk waa !the nearest spot where magazines 
ha,d been prepared. Thither was this devoted mass 
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of snfib*uig creatnres doomed to jlr^ on their ex- 
hausted and emaciated frames. The famished 
horses dropped dead beneath tbe powerless limb» 
of their riders, and the iainting' riders threw them- 
selres upon the stiffened bodies of tb^r hwses, 
for rest and ftw death. The wretched survivors, 
embracing hope in the very bosom of despair, listen- 
ed eagerly to the promises of Smolenzk from the lips 
of their conmanders ; and, without other food than 
tile Besh which they tore from the wasted limbs of 
their dying cavalry, they pressed on. Tbe officers, 
whose information or tbe subject, rendered fatally- 
prescient, saw with even more dismay than their liKn, 
the desperation of their aircumstances. An enraged 
enemy hoveved apoa tbeir r«ar and on Iheir flanks, 
and the first harbing^ers of a change of season had 
already made themselves be felt : Winter, a !Nor- 
Hhern Winter, brooded with all ibt horrors orec tbeir 
beads. Neither was Napoleon ignorant of what was 
anfiered,. of what masti yet be endured. British 
heroes regard their soldievs' as the sinews of 'their 
strength j the French leader considers his as the 
maebines of his ambition, and be treal^ them ac- 
cordingly. He saw what was before his army in 
tlHs his enforced retreat from Russia. He would not 
aeo any fdternative that could compromise his do- 
minant pride,, and, leading forward his victims to 
tbeir horrible fate, he continued to flatter them with 
hopes, whil« his pitilesfr heart defied the waBt» of 
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haman nature, and set at nought the tlireatgning 
severities of the season. 

By the twentieth of October, the whole army was 
on its flig'ht, for by no other term can the manner 
of theic retreat be truly described. Even while the 
encouraging exhortations of Napoleon, and his 
promises of honours and rewards for their perse- 
vering heroismi were sounded in the ears of bis de* 
luded and too faithful followers ; even in that honr, 
when .they were looking to him as to the (almost) 
demi-god for whom they had suffered all, and from 
whom they expected ■ protection to the 'last— he re- 
BQlved to abandon them 1 Escape was now bis ob- 
ject, and taking with him a chosen few, he repeated 
tfte scene of Egypt, and left his Generals to bring 
on their despairing soldiers in the best way they 
could. 



McRAT, on retiring from the tield of his Ute 
defeat, hoped that on reaching Medyn he might be 
able to penetrate a few wersts into the inexhausted 
country in its neighbourhood. But no ; the inde- 
fatigable Cossacs were already there, and the pike 
and the.8word shut every avenue against the attempts 
of his most resolute corps. Finding every effort 
, rain, to gain relief in that quarter, he and Beau- 
■ harnois consulted- what' was next to be done, and 
■eeiiig uo resource witiiin their power to satisfy the 
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wants of their troops, they deterniiued sharing tlie 
fate of the other divisioTis of the army, and with this 
view tbey joined their fugitive comrades on the road 
to Mojaisk. 

On these circumstances being reported to the« 
Russian Commander-in-chief, he put his whole army 
in motion, moving its main body towards Wiazma, 
whilst the advance under Miloradovitch should fol- 
low in a parallel direction between him and the 
Mojaisk road. The advance division was fully 
competent to this important service, as it had been 
reinforced with a power that rendered it the com- 
plete half of the army. 

While the main bodies thus moved on, every sur- 
rounding track, whether of wood or open ground, 
swarmed with Gossacs and Kght troops to harass 
the enemy, and to destroy the bridges in his path. 

To secure the left flank of the main army from 
the chance of being annoyed by parties from Dom- 
■ bro^y's division at Mohiloff, Koutousoff detached. 
Lieutenant-General Shepeleff with a strong corps 
composed of the Kalouga armament, and supported 
by six pieces of cannon, with a party oif caivalry, 
besides three regiments of Cossacs. He soon exe- 
cuted his orders, and informed the Commander-in- 
ehief that his division had taken posse.ssion of the 
city of Roslav, that it covered the town of Briansk, 
and that it was moving upon EInia. 

While General Shepeleff was thus securing tha, 
country in tiie neighbourhood of Mohiloff, the g:al-' 
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lant young Count Ogerofsky was despatched to 
the same quarter at the head of a fine body of 
regular light troops. 
. Platoff, whose indefatigable zeal and active 
Valour had been conspicuous from the first of the 
eampaign, pursued the same animated course in the 
expulsion of a retreating foe, as he had taken in re- 
pelling his advance. Having learnt that a large 
body of the enemy, together with a considerable 
convoy, had passed on the night of the 30th tbr<mgli 
the village of Stary on their way to Mojaisk to- 
wards Smolenzk, he lost not a moment in following 
their track. Near to the monastery of Kolotsk he 
overtook their rear-g^ard and luggage, which had 
halted close to the heights on which it. stands. At 
day-break on the 31st, he ordered two brigades of 
his Cossacs to-attack the enemy's left flank. As 
soon as they found themselves thus assailed, they 
shewed every disposition rather to retreat than to 
engage, and accordingly began to move in a very 
rapid order of march. When the Hetman perceived 
their intention he ordered another brigade to IbII 
upon their right, whilst he, with a- strong division 
well supported by artillery, would bear down upon 
their rear. A terrible slaughter ^sued, but several 
times the. French General endeavoured to stop his 
troops daring their Byi)^ conflict, that some steady 
resistance might be oflered. He attemped in vain. . 
The flanks of his division were so pressed by the 
aarailants, and they so heavily pushed ^qd galled his 
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rear with their pikes and caonon, that he found it 
impovsible io bold his ground a moment. Once or 
twice he endeavoured to take advantag'e of the high 
ground over which he passed, but the activity of his 
pursuei-s neither gave him time nor opportunity, and 
at last he was compelled to give up the contest, 
leaving behind him in his flight twenty-seven [ueces 
of ordnance and his colours. In this affair the 
French had two battalions completely destroyed, 
hundreds fell by the sabres of the Cossacs, and the 
earth was strewed with dying bodies, from the grape 
of the Russian guns. The Ml amcHint of the dead 
could not be ascertained, for the nature of the war<- 
far^ did not allow these calcolatione j no prisoners 
were taken, as it was a regular system with the 
Cossacs in their battles with the French never to 
burthen themselves with men as prisoners whom 
they had found exterminating enemies. 

In order to render their retreat less incumbered, 
the wretched fugitives blew up their ammunition 
carts, and set fire to every thing that could impede 
their flight. I<^ve hundred carcases of horses ^for 
they seemed more dead than alive) which had 
been attached to the waggons and artillery, were 
set lose and abandoned to their fate. The follow- 
ing day this discomfited division of the rear-guard 
fell in with its companion division at Giidnevo, the 
main body of the army having reached Gohatz at 
the same time. Sad was the junction to all parties, 
for it brought nothing with it but a commtmication 
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of miseries. In vain did that hope which, pfaoenix- 
like, revives from succesuve deaths, in the human 
breast, in vain did it support the wretched fogitive 
in his flight with the idea that whoi he should come 
up with the main body some of his miseries would 
be relieved. He arrived, and they were increased 
by the pan^ of disappointmeut, by the horror of 
despair. 

Rendered desperate by famine, and the privatioD 
of every necessary of life, whole regiments left their 
brigades, and formiiig themselves into bands of ra- 
pine, spread thems^ves every where for several 
wersts to force from the pecuantry some share iu 
their food and cloaths. This track of country, imv- 
ing already felt the evils of war, afforded very 
trifling* reacwrces, b^t even these were withheld 
from the enemy. The vigilance of- the Cossacs 
traced their marauding parties io every direction, 
and hunting them from the woods and by-ways, 
compelled them to fly before them towards the high 
road. Hundreds of starving wretches, who looked 
more like animated skeletons than men, dropped 
honrly in their path. The cries of the dying, perish- 
ing in all the t^nies of want, and the impreca- 
tions of impotent* exertion, expiring under the sword 
of die purmao*, were heard inevery quarter. 

While the parties who hod separated themselves 
frons the main body of the enemy, thus parted from 
it never to return, the army itoelf did not suffer less 
from ^e incroasing calamities of its march. Its 
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ttleps were tracked with the wreck of human mor- 
tality, and the starved horses that attempted to drag' 
forward Uie numerotiB artillery, fell also beneath 
their tasks. To prevent the necessity of abandoning' 
the gnns, whole regiments of cavalry were dismount- 
ed, that their horses, though not in a much better 
condition, might supply the plapes of those which had 
perished. 

' £arly as this might be -deemed since the time of 
ccnnmencing the retreat, the awful circumstances 
which acoMnpauied every step made the events of a 
few days seem the sufferings of many weeks. Two 
handred and fifty wersts of desolated conntry were 
yet between tliem and Smolenzk, their first depot 
and the nearest spot in which they, could venture to 
rest. The divisions of DavouSt, Ney, Beauhamois, 
and Murat, crowded fast upon each other, whilst the 
unceasing attacks of their {mrsuers obliged them yet 
more closely to <iompact th^mficlves in the narrow 
way left open for their passage. 

Flatoff, while hanging over their ranks, thns des- 
cribes their situation and his own proceedings: 
" The retreat of the French is a flight without exam- 
ple, abandoning every thing that demands carriage, 
even to their sick and wounded. The traces of this 
feaiful career are marVed with every species of hor- 
ror. At every Mtep is seen the dying and the dead, 
not merely the fallen in battle, bat the victims of 
famine and fatigue. In two days, even in sight of 
jnj division, their despair has blown up <me hun- 
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dred ammnjiition wag-gons, while the sadden move- , 
mentofmy troops has caused them to leave ijn- 
touched an almost equal number. We destroy 
these fugitives wherever we meet them, and when 
they attempt to make the least stand, the brave sods 
of the Don, assisted by their artillery and the chas- 
seurs, soon relieve the empire^of hundreds of its in- 
vaders." 

On the 2d of November the enemy appeared near 
Gchatz in some strength. He presented apparently 
full columns of infantry, and of considerable depth.' 
He had also left numbers of tirailleurs in the wood 
that skirted each side of the road ; and had covered 
his front with batteries. 

When PlatoflF perceived this array, he ordered 
ten pieces of Cossac artillery, and a body of cbas- . 
seurs to attack the wood on both flanks. The 
woods were quickly cleared of their tirailleurs j and 
the brigades of Cossacs, with their guns, fell vigo- 
rously on the enemy's wings. After a combat of 
two hours he gave way ; another charge put him to 
flight i and, until night checked their reins, the vic- 
torious Cossacs pursued. Soon as morniog davrned, 
they recommenced the chase, and ceased not till the 
poor wrepk of their adversary came np with a strong 
body commanded by Marshal Davoust, and which 
%as hastening towards Wiazma. , ■ 

.During this pursuit the Cossacs made a prize o^ 
seventy, waggons, and twenty pieces of, cannoo. 
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with several stands of coloitn ; and the chasseun. 
took some thousand helpless and exhausted prisoners. 

On the same day of the Hetmnn's success over 
this great division, on the Sd of November, Count 
Orloff-Dcnisoff fell in with a vast concourse of the 
enemy. It was literally a mob composed of num- 
bers, who had wandered in various directions from a 
hundred regiments, and being hunted in all quarters, 
by the Cossacs, were chased, into the great road, 
wliere they found other sharers in the same circum- . 
stftnceii of flight and misery. Assembling themselves 
in a body, the better to repel the attacks of the fly- 
ing cavalry, they had proceeded only a little way, 
when they were descried by the vigilant eye of 
OrlofiT-Denisoff. Without order or command they 
attempted to repulse his charge, but on the first on- 
set they fell like unarmed men, so weak was their 
means of resistance, so feeble was their strength, 
and the earth was immediately scattered over with . 
their killed and wounded. 

Upwards of one thousand prisoners quietly sub- ' 
mitted to the victors, and with them were taken 
forty loaded waggons, and severed officers which be- 
longed to the Commissariat. 

General Miloradovitch, by a movement on his 
right, came fast upon the steps of Oiioff-Denisoff . 
and Platoff ; and the heads of bis columns presented 
themselves close to Wiazma on the morning of the 
3d of November. Here the enemy were collected 
in great streng^ ; and, vpisliipg to give time, if pos- ' 



ib,GoogIe 



ao7 

sible, for. tiie part of thar army in advance to pro- 
ceed, they made a formidable shew of giving battle. 
Marshals Davoust, Nvy. and Beaubarnois formed at 
a small distance from Wiazma. They had not- 
cfaoseD ground the best adapted to extensive mili- 
taty operations, nor had they been allowed time even 
to take advantage of the points within their reach 
to improve their position. Neither order nor disci- 
pline seemed to exist ammigst the numerons ranks ; 
a)l was confusion and uproar ; and fighting with 
desperation was now their only hope of raccess. 
'Miloradovitch soon made hiii arrangements for 
the attack, which was immediately made on the 
enemy's left flank. The Russian troops fell npon 
Uieir advensaries with a fury which nothing but the- 
cruellest injuries could have excited ; they were met 
by a resistance full of valour, but it was the valour 
of the soldier's last hour, when he knows that he 
must fall and is resolved to sell his life dearly. Tho 
contest was very short. A heavy and regular dis- 
charge from the Russian cannon and musketry swept 
down whole lines of the French, and compelled the 
rest to give way. The moment was seized by tl|eir 
adversaries, who rushed on with the point of the 
bayonet, aad drove them with unparalleled alaogfater 
into the town. The Russian cavalry, fresh and un-* 
fatigued, charged iiiriously after the retreating oo« 
lumns, over heaps of dead and dying ; while the ar* 
tillery continued to pour on their devoted ha^U my* 
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riads of balls and grape, with an e:cecuU6n as horri- 
ble as it was effectual. 

Beauhamois fled vith his shattered division fo- 
'wards the road leading to Doucbovchina. Davoust 
and Ney took the high road to Dorogobouche ; 
whilst thousands ran, they scarcely knew whither, 
along both banks of the Dneiper. 
■ Twenty-eight pieces of cannon fell into' the Rus- 
Nan hands in this afl*air. 'The French loss was tre- 
mendous. Six thousand killed, and three thousand 
five hundred taken prisoners; amongst the latter 
■was a general of artillery and his aides-de-camp, 
the quarter-master-general of Davoust's division,' 
and an immense number of officers of varioos 
ranks. ' ' ' " 

As usual, the pursuit of the enemy only finished 
with the night, and such a night! In that terrible 
darkness all the horrors of winter seemed at once 
to burst upon them. The snoW fell unremittingly 
till it corered the face of the earth, and every object 
upon it that was not considerably abo've its surface. 
The coM was intoletable ; and rtow it was that the 
loud'conrplaints of human' nature, suflering under 
every ill,bur8t from every lip. Then, O Napoleon ! 
were'thytnagnificefit tirtes of Conqueror, King, and 
.EtHperoT, forgotten "irt the general accusation of 
Ttfrnnti Beirdyet, Murderh- f 

The' morning broke, and the usual track of their 
march bad' disappeared. ' The weltering bodies of 
their companions, the stiffened corpses of them who 
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liad pei-iiihed by famine, nil were hidden from tlieir 
sight under one wide waste of snow. The cry 
which broke from their hearts at this desolate spec- 
tacle, this whitened world, which shut from their 
emaciated hands every root of the earth, every 
blade of ^rass for their fainting cattle, was like the 
cry at the judgment-day— all hope was vain, and 
the direst perdition seemed to await them at every 
point. 

Severe as had been their snffeiings before, it was 
from this moment that the French army knew by 
experience the utmost stretch of evils that humanity 
could bear. It was now that they knew, by ten - 
thousand nameless horrors, what was imported 
in tite term a northern Tvinter. Buonaparte had 
taught them to deride its described terrors, and to ' 
hold them at nought. He bad pledged himself that 
they should defy all it» powers, by the exertions of 
his care, his . foresight, his preparations. - Tbey 
should, cheer its glocan with full boards ancl festivi- 
ties I tbey should create a. southern sun in its dreary 
atmosphere, by the glow .of victory and the giory of 
renown. This had l>een the promise ; but what the 
reality ? His foresight was, to lead them to de- 
stmc^on ; b>s care, to abandon them in the &ev»«st 
moment of trial.; his jn*eparations« to leave tbem in 
nakedness and want; bis full board, the barrel 
waste of famine; his festivals and triumphs, the 
bloody field of retreat, atid tbe dishonoured grave { 
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Ths frost coDuneuced with an intensity Uncom- 
moD even in RuBiia. The wretched fugitives of 
Napoleon were obli^^ed to bivouac upon the naked 
snow, with no other covering than thedriftiDg- sleet 
which drove against their exposed bodies like- the 
piercing points of arrows. In these terrible nights 
of more than mortal cold, Uiey attempted to light 
fires ; and round the half kindled spu'ks they hud- 
dled together, to participate the vital heat each yet 
contained. But it was so small, that in a few hours 
many hundreds died, and when roommg dawned, 
their surviving comrades beheld them- in ghastly 
circles of death around the glimmering ashes. 

It was hardly in the memory of the oldest person 
in Russia, a winter having set in so early with such 
iron rigomr. Bat the severest weather never found 
a people unprepared, which bad been educated from 
infancy to endure ita annual return, and were never 
unprovided with means to repel any extraordinary 
violence. The Emperor, and the patriotic spirit of 
his nobles, bad abundantly furnished the Russian 
army with provisions and winter clothing ; and, 
though out under aU the inclemencies of the season, 
they hardly felt its fierceness. 

Not so the French army. The pereons who com- 
ttttwd its legions were most of them bom under 
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more genial suus ; their constitutions knew no habits 
answerable to the attacks wbich would be made on 
them in cold climates, and as no fictitious means 
had been prepared of shielding them from sucb in- 
evitable evils, the consecjuence could not be but 
fatal. 

Day after day these unhappy nten dragged on 
their wretched existence. All military ideas were 
thrown aside : it was no longer an army that was 
retreating, but a multitude of famishing individuals, 
each seeking his own presei-vation, and careless of 
all other objects in the world.' To s^ak of disci- 
pline, or order, was mockeiy to them. They 
sparned.at a command so impotent, that it could 
only issae its decrees to their perishing ranks. 
" Give us bread," they would cry, " and we Will 
obey you!" Officer and. private alike contemned 
erery effort of the Generals to maintain subordina- 
tion, and the visible appearance of an army. They 
broke away in bands, like wild beasts howiing for 
their prey j and rushing together, or in desperate 
solitary attempts, tore down every obstacle in their 
path to procure food and raiment. Friend and foe 
were assailed, self-preservation was their sole mo- 
tive, and when no Russian property presented itself 
for plunder, they fell upon their own waggons, and 
pOIaged them of their contents. A b<nTible distrac- 
tion seized upon thousands, and wherever they moved 
the direst spectacles ti^cked their steps. Their 
figures now appeared hardly human ; the faces of 
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some were disfigured by the loss of various features 
from tbe iaveteracy of the frosl ; others had lost 
their hands or feet, some whole limhK, bat even these 
injuries were smalt, when compared with the ooiu- 
binatioQ of bodily sufferings (hitherto unknown in 
the annals of the world) which fell upon many, and 
produced diseasett for which there is yet no name. 
The most horrible Golgotha of humap victims 
sacrificed to the Molochs of India, could not be 
more fraught with the wrecks of mortality, than 
this road of death. Here perished man put on 
every sh^pe of horror, and vast and deep were the 
heaps of his remains. Some lay in enviable rest ; 
but history will have tbe abhorrent fact to relate, 
that many were the mangled bodies torn by the 
hands of their maddened comrades, who, wrought 
to phreHzy by the pangs of unappeased hunger, 
seized on the limbs of the dead, and devoured tlie 
loathsome flesh with the appetites of cannibals. 

Such were the effects on the mottt violent spirits 
amongst these wretched men ; but t)ipse of a more 
temperate nature, bore the miseries of want and 
cold with a stern despair, until the weakness of 
their frames not allowing them to contend with the 
influence of the frost, a frightful drowsiness seized 
on all their faculties. Thousands in this statei sunk 
into the bands of their conquerors ; without speech, 
deprived of every sense, and almost motionless, they 
ceased to live, even before they ceased to breath. 

The phials of wrath seemed to pour all their fury 
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ou the devoted heads of Napoleon's army. It was 
a scene that must make the most intide] mind pause 
to meditate; it was a sceue to wring with agony< 
the most obdurate beail. Bitter theu .was the cup 
of misery which man drank to the dregs. 

As man brought himself by his own will into the 
way of these evils, it seems but just that he should 
be the longest afflicted. The poor animals which 
the French army had made the companions of their 
invasion, also suftered, but death sooner relieved 
them from their pangs. In every part of the re- 
treat it was observed that although the men had all 
the miseries which reason, in such a situation, must 
add to those of the body, to contend with, yet their 
animals more immediately tfelt the fatal effects of 
the season. Each day and night the hoi-ses died by 
hundreds. These poor creatures had long been 
without forage, and the fatigue they endured had 
quite exhausted them even before the winter set in ; 
bat when that put the last stroke to the misery of 
the French army, no care was taken to shoe the 
animals for their icy march, and the consequence 
was injuries to their feet which nothing pould cure, 
and a weakness of limbs which debilitated the crea- • 
tore to an excess that rendered him almost useless. 
To remedy this, what the enfeebled strength o^ a 
few could not do, many were brought to accomplish y; 
thus, instead of the usual complement of horses to 
dr^w a heavy piece of artillery or a waggon^, twelve, 
fourteen^ and often twenty, wctre put to the task* 
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Bat even vith this additiout should they arrive at a 
rimag groand np which the load was to be drawn, it 
became an insurmountable barrier, and guns and 
waggons were abandoned. The cavalry, ^all ex- 
cepting the cavalry of the guards) were hourly dis- 
mounted to assist with their horses in these often 
vain attempts to save their artillery and bag'gage. 
Sometimes, to preserve the horses, the baggage 
was left, and frequently both were lost together; 
the horses sinking at once under the unequal labour, 
aod the abaudoned waggons seized in the sight of 
their owners, by the hovering Cossacs. 

1%e grand army of Russia, continuing its march 
by cross roads, kept iu a parallel line with the retreat 
of the enemy, Creneral Miloradovitch ceased not 
to press upon their left flank, while he proceeded 
with Platoff and his clouds of the Don, which, with 
a fiercer fire than ever shot fttim the Boreal-Morn, 
hung on the corps of Beauhamois. The passage of 
the Dneiper at Dorogobouche, had been anticipated 
by the Russians ; and a strong corps from their main 
army was fast approaching to increase the enemy's 
difficulties in attempting to cross it. 

Every arm, in this awful moment, was raised to 
rid the empire of its invaders, and to hurl a direful 
retribution on their heads. The great, the aged 
Koutousofi', rested neither day nor night, but ex- 
posed himself at all hours, and under every incle- 
mency of the season, to watch the progress of the 
enemy's flight ; to share anxiety and fatigue with 
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Ae youngest and most active of hii sdldien. 
While' he shared in their toil and in^heir glory, ba 
forgot the merits of his own animating example, 
and thus unequivocally demands the gratitude of 
posterity for the inen he led to conquest. 

** The CossacB perform miracles of bravery. 
They not only destroy columns of the enemy's in-" 
f^ntry ; but fall with undaunted resolution upon fail 
flaming . artillery. They destroy all that opposei 
tii6m. Indeed, the same spirit animates the whole 
ef the Russian army/' 

On the 7th of. November, General Platoff, at the 
head of his band of warriors, passed swiftly along 
the ri^t side of the road leading to Dorogobouche. 
His porsiiit-was Beaubaroois, atid to post his Cos- 
tacs in situations to prevent the marauding parties 
of the fugitives from destroying the villages which 
had yet escaped the last ravages of war. As h« 
came down upon the way which leads- from Doro- 
gobouche to Douchovocbina,' not far from the vil- 
lage of Zeselia, he iWII in with a division o( Beau- 
harnois. 

The gallant chief of the Cossacs, ev&i on the ia- 
stant of rencontre, threw his followers into order of 
attacJE, which he could do to advantage, as the ene- 
my had taken a v«ry open position. He directed 
both flanks of his opponent to be assaulted tA the 
«Mne time, while he with a diosea squfulceo w«uj<l 
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bear down upon the centre. Vietwy now seemed 
to sit upon his helm. The enemy's^right and left 
were turned, and the centre, not able to stand the 
united chaise of chasseurs,, artillery, and Cossacs* 
gave way in every direction ; some 6ed, but many 
fel^ dying' the pale snow with torrents of liuman 
blood. Discomfited at every point, this once tbrmid- 
abledivision separated from before the swords of their 
victors, one party flying towards Donchovochina, 
and the other taking wing to Smolenzk. Flatoff 
despatched a.strong corps in pursuit of the latter, 
while he himself followed the former, (at whose 
head was Beauharnois,) with a body of troops de- 
termined to seize or pursue its' commander to the 
■ verge of the empire. 

The gallant train came up with the object of their 
chase the next day-, near to the banks of the Yope. 
The atmosphere was darkened by a thickly falling 
snow, but darkness and light were the same to the 
zeal of the Cossac, the btaze of his own ardour was 
sufficient, and the battle was renewed. Beauhar- 
nois made a firmer resistatice than before; bis sol- 
diers received the. charge of- the- Russians with a 
furious recoil, arid the combat raged for alittb time 
with a grappling kind of courage. But it was not 
the courage of military order ; the voice of com- 
mand was not heard ; all was the result of indivi- 
dual feeling, at -one moment cutting down bis ad- 
versary, and in the next, hurried on liy frantic de- 
spairj precipitatipg himself upon the fwinted wea- 
pons of the Cossacs. 
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Upwards of fifteen hundred of the enemy wera 
killed during the attacks of these .two days; and 
three . thousand five hundred taken .prisoners. 
Amongst the latter were General Sanson, many 
chiefs of regiments, and more than one hundred 
officers of inferior ranks. The spoil were sixty- 
two pieces of. cannon, several standards, . baggage, 

&C.&C, 

Platofi^, having destroyed nearly the whole of 
Beauharnois division, moved down ni>on Douchovo- . 
china to finish its destruction, and then despatched 
eight regiments of Cossafs to strengthen those al- 
ready sent towards Smolenzk. His intentions were 
to follow these successas by proccediogon the great " 
road beyond Slobpneva, and then turning on the 
heads of the enemy's advancing columns, cut them 
off. in van and rear. 

A short tim£ after this^afiair, some of thelRussian 
parties intercepted a French courier with letters 
from the defeated division, to that at Smolenzk. 
Two are here subjoined from Beauharnois, and they 
will give no faint impressioos of his own idea of 
the sufferings of the unhappy wretches under his 
command. 

Letter from the Viceroy of Italy to the Prince of. 
Neufchatel, dated from the village of Zeselia, 
. November 7 th, 1812.. 

" I have the honour to inform your Highness, 
X2 
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thftt I pnt myself in motion at four o'clock tbi« 
morning, but the badness of the roads, and severity 
of the frost opposed so many obstacles to the march 
of my divisioD, that our van only was able to reach 
this phice by six in the evening, the rear taking up 
a positjon nearly two leagues behind. 

** At 6ve in the morning, the enemy appeared on 
onr right, attacking at the same instant our lean, our 
centre, and our rear, with artillery, Cossacs and 
dragoons. At the head he found an opening, of 
vfaich he took immediate advantage, and charging 
with a -loud boura 1 made a prize of two pieces of 
regimental cannon which had been stopped by a 
steep activity at some distance from their' escorts. 
The 9th regiment ran to recover them, but they had 
been already carried oC 

** On the rear-guard the enemy opened a fire 
Irom fonr guns, and General Ornano believes that he 
saw infantry npon every other point with two pieces 
of cannon each, but he does not assert it as a posi- 
tive fad. 

" Your Highness must allow that my situation is 
extremely critical ; embarrassed as I am by the 
quantity of baggage with whicif I have been forced 
to encumber myself, and by a long train of artillery 
of which, witliout exaggeration four hundred jiorses 
have died this day. Nevertheless, I shall continue 
my march by dawn to-morrow with the intention of 
reaching Fologgi, where I shall endeavour to gain 
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that information which must determine whether I 
tihall proceed to Douchovochina or to Poeva. 

" I will not conceal from your Highness that aft^ 
making every exertion, to carry forward thi; ar^* 
lery, I am at last under the necessity of abandooins 
so Iroitless an attempt. In our present ttitui^Jon 
we must be prepared to make great sacrifices, and 
this very day seversJ guns have been spiked and 
buried. 

" I have the honour. &c." 

Letter from the Viceroy <^ Jtah/ to the Prince of 
Neufchatel, dated November 8(A, 1812, at tht 
passage of the Vope._ . 

" I enclose to your Highness a letter which, 
though written by me yesterday, failed of reaching 
you-: the officer <IFho was to have delivered it having; 
been' led astray by his guide, 

" Your Highness will be surprised to find me yet 
upon the Vope ; I have not however been the less 
active in quitting Zeselia by five this morning, but 
the road is so cut with ravines that it required nearly 
miraculous efforts to reach even thus far. It is with 
the most painful feelings that I discover the necessity 
I am under of confessing to your Highness the 
great sacrifices we have made to expedite our 
march. These three days only, have cost us two- 
thirds of our artillery, and of the troops, ' four 
huadred horses died yesterday, and to-day we 
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have lost double that number^ not includiog any of 
those I wan obliged to procure for the baggage 
waggons and other carriages. Whole trains 
perished nearly at the same instant, several of which 
had been three times renewed. 

« To-day this division of the army has not been 
disturbed in its march. Some thought they per- 
ceived Cossacs without' artillery, but that circnm- 
stance not being usual, it may.be a mistake. If the 
report of one of the voltigeurs, , who was sent out 
on a marauding party, may be believed, he was fol- 
lowed by a column of infantry and artillery taking ' 
the same direction with ourselves. 

" To-night I send a strong reconnoisance upon 
Douchorochina, which place I expect to reach tor 
morrow, provided the enemy does not oppose a 
serious resistance to my march ; for I must not con- 
ceal from yonr Highness that the sufferings of these 
three last days have so completely depressed the 
spirit of the' soldiery, that I fear they are at this 
moment incapable of making any sort of exertion. 
Many of the troops are dead from famine and from 
cold; and others, in despair, have suffered them- 
selves to be taken by the enemy. 

" I have the hononr, &c.'' 

By moving upon Douchovocfaina, Beauharnois 
cut off the communication between him and the 
greater body of the French army, and his taking 
such a route can only be accounted for in his anxiety 
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to 6nd some subsistence foiiflf bis famished people. 
Could this be accomplfshed he might have a hope 
of gaining' Vitepsk, and joining the remnant of his 
division with the forces of Victor and Oudiiiot, who 
Were supposed to be then in that neiglibourhood. 

Whatever might have been his future object, the 
means to reach it wero destroyed by the Cossacs. 
They never checked the career of their pursuit, till ■ 
they chased the Viceroy of Italy and his staff to 
the gates of Smolenik ;. and saw the poor wretches 
who had formed the last frag^ment Of his division; 
.dispersing themselves for shelter Id every direction, 
flying to the woods and over the' trackless' snows, 
where theyperished to a man. 

There was not one of the Generals of Napoleon' 
who (fid not openly or seceretly . condemn their 
' leader for persisting in leaving Moscow with so im- 
mense a train of artillery. The delay it occasioned' 
in their retreat, and the vast voiisumption of cattle 
it occasioned to transport it along, was one great 
cause of the future calamities of the army. Time,' 
iufiDitely valuable at this crisis, was worse than lost. 
The various impediments which lay in the way of 
these heavy appendages of flight, stole aw^ the 
hours and days in attempting to surmount them; 
thousands of horses, taken from riders too enfeebled 
to bear the toil of walking, perishing in the harness 
of the guns; and the guns- themselves were at last' 
abandoned ! But -not till the delay they had occa- 
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noned bad lealed the fate of the army : — it vu 
orertakeji by tbe Winter of the North ! 

At this mouient when his dismounted and faint' 
in^f troops were left to the mercy of their pursuer^t 
he affects thus to remark on their Hitnation ; " the 
enemy, who saw on. the road the traces of the cala- 
mity which had befallen the army, hastened to take 
advantage of its misfortune. He surrounded every 
column with CosSacs, who> like tbe Arabs of thd 
desert, carried off the trains and carriages which 
were sq[)arated from ns. Such are tbe acts of this 
despicable cavalry, which make a noise, but are not 
capable of equalling in ^eed a company of voiti' 
geurs. They are formidable by tbe favour of cir- 
cmnstances alone." 

All' the ^opes and false calculations of Buona-' ~ 
parte relative to the conqnest of Russia, have been 
dissipated in endeavooring- to realize them. Never 
was contempt of the character and resoarces of a 
nation more deeply rooted in tbe breast of man, 
than was the French Ruler's contemp't of this em- 
pire. Never since nations existed has there been 
manifested so unanimous a patriotism, and with tliat 
patriotism a snccession of resources equal to every 
exigency of the time. The calamiiie!< of the invasion 
instead of damping the ardour of the people, drew 
forth in tenfold strength their courage and incalca- 
lable powers of war. And while Napoleon pro- 
clfutned to the world that he , went to separate a race 
ef skiTes fruu their tyrants, he only made it apparent 
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that in the empire of RttHia still exists the polity of 
the patriarchal ages. There may be found the 
h«%dit&rj bond and the free: a circle of allodial 
princes, and tbeir tenanto «fao« born on the lands 
tad of a line of ancestors coeval with the pedigree 
of their lords, are rather the sons than the slaves 
of the soil. 'When Englishmen, in general, speak 
of northern vassalage, it is evident they consider it 
in the same point of -view that they did the slavery 
in the West Indies. But no two states can possess 
more distinct lines of difference. The bonds of the 
Russian peasant are the same with those which 
bound the Chaldean shepherd ; the servitude of the 
- negro in the West Indies, was the slavery of a 
Spartiui helot. As there is a progress in civilization. 
Mid every nation cannot be prepared to share at the 
same moment the privileges of other nations, it is at 
illiberal as absurd' to contemn all people who are 
not elevated to the same pitch of political conse* ' 
quence as 4re are ourselves. Solon gave to the Athe- 
nians, not the best possible code of laws, but the 
best they would bear. Such is ever the conduct of 
wisdom. Nations are like children. They are not 
set at perfect liberty till educatita' has made them 
a law .to themselves. The Russian Sovjereign. aod 
his princes are not ignorant of this ordinance of 
nature. The circumstanceM of the^^'^i-ench invatsitm 
have called forth the characters of the people. The 
high and the low are made aensU>l« of their relative 
duties to the cobudoo weal ; they are apquaintei) 
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with their owd powers; they are aware of each 
other's virtnes : — and the consequences are obvious. 
Alexander is the Father of his Empire ! and the 
Rnsaian nation must become as great in internal 
- policy, as it is now renowned for loyalty and 
arms. 



Count Ogoropsky contioued tQ move towards 
the country in the direction of Krasnoy, while 
Lieutenant-General S,chepelefi^ after reconnoitring 
and clearing all in his frbnt, moved on his right to 
Etnia. He found a strong body of the enemy in 
that city, but he did not allow them to remain 
there; in a few hours they -were completely driven , 
from ihe place and its neighbourhood. 

Miloradovitch, with the. advanced guard of 
the great army, pushed on through Semlevo to- 
wards Dorogobouche. On the 7th of November 
he discovered the enemy constructing an additional 
bridge over the Dneiper. That river intersects the 
great road in two different places about eight' 
wersts from Dorogobouche. The most consider- 
able part of the French army, with its gmis and 
baggage, had dready gained the immediate vici- 
nity of that city. This detachment was therefore 
wholly unprotected; and Miloradovitch gave in- 
stant orders that it should be attacked. Being 
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stnick with terror at the unexpected charge, the 
men who composed it scarcely offered aay resist- 
ance, but fell in heaps under the Russian sabre, or 
plunged for refuge into the river where they were 
drowned. This impediment destroyed, Milore^ 
dovitch passed the whole of his forces over, and 
proceeded towards the town. 

_ The French army in arriving there, had taken 
up an advantageoos position j but, like most of 
their late efforts, it was of no avail. The Russian 
General denpatched a strong division to turn their 
left flank, theirTight being secured by the Dneiper. 
The combat was supported on hoth sides with the 
spirit of good soldiers. It was desperate on the 
part of the French, and determined on that of 
Rusjsia. Two hours, however, put- an end to the 
contest, and the enemy followed- his fate of flying 
from the field. Daring the flight upwards of fifty 
ammunition' waggons were blown up, and a vast 
number of guns thrown into the riven Several 
■ fell into the hands of the Russians, with about a 
thousand prisoners j and when the victors recon- 
noitred' what had been the [Position of their ad- 
versary, they found it ene line of dead and dying; 
the snovc waa blackened with their hodjes; and 
every where around, the foot of mail or horse 
could not step without trampling on the wrecks of 
human nature, destroyed by the sword, or cold, oP ' 
, famine. 

Count Orloff-Denisoff liiored his force in a 
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parallel direction betweeD the great army and that 
of MUoradoritch; and during his march very suc- 
cessfully continued his exertions against the enemy, 
destroying their men, and burning their waggons. 
This gallant division had been greatly increased 
by numbers of organized peasantry, and several 
noble partisans who assisted the General in bis glo- 
rious toils. When be reached the. villages of Kol- 
pitka and Doubasichi, which are not far from Doro- 
gobouche, he learnt that the enemy, to the amount 
of nine thousand men, under 'the command of 
Brigade-General Augerean, were-4ivided amongst 
the villages of Yazvino, Liachovo, and 1>olgo>- 
mositie. On receiving this information, (it was on 
the 11th of November,) he pushed on iVitfa his 
vbole force. Liachovo was the first object, and 
was attacked by the artillery under the orders of 
Captain Figner, an officer who, throughout the 
whole of this desolating war, gave unceasing proofe 
of course and military skill. The enemy made 
an attempt to form on some rising ground on the 
right of, tbe village, but the Russian shot rolling 
in upon their ranks and mu*king them with hor- 
rid chasms, they deemed it prudent to retire again 
to the protection of the houses. Count Orloff- 
Denisoff. with his troops, immediately surroanded 
The French commander, seeing the 
onsequences of his situation, did not 
t laying down his arms, offered to capi- 
lis divisioa, all talcen prisoners, con- 
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msted of two thousand tneD, and sixty officers, in- 
cluding- their g^eneral. The detachment which oc- 
cupied Dolg;omasitie, finding that Au^ereau was , 
attacked, despatched a corps of cavalry to his sup- 
, port. These were met, charged and destroyed, 
nearly at the very moment in which their General 
ftnd brethren-in-arms surrendered. 

This -was the first example of such a capitulation 
since' the enemy's retiring from Moscow. 

Next day, the victorious Count scoured the rest 
of the villages of their hostile inmates. On his 
approach to Prennina he learnt that a large convoy' 
of provisions, cattle, horses, and other necessaries 
for the French army accumulating at Smolenzk, 
was on its way from Mohiloff, under the guard of 
strong detachments of axtillery, cavalry, and in- 
fantry, the whole amounting to six thousand men. 
His information was so good, and his own move- 
ments so judicious, that he fell on all parts of this 
immense cavalcade almost in one instant of time, 
and his divisions closing in npon them, the whole 
was made his prize. One thousand five hundred 
of the enemy were killed, thirteen hundred were 
made prisoners, and four hundred waggons loaded 
with biscuit, brandy and wine, were taken. Also 
two hondred head of cattle, and one thousand 
horses destined for the guns. Sueh was the re- 
port which the fugitive survivors of the action at- 
lempte;d to carry to Smolenzk ; but the freezing 
hlftst and the shapeless driti destroyed what tbe 
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sword had spared; and there was none to tell of a 
loss so terrible to an ftrmy whose wants rendered 
the smallest assistance invaluable. . 

Prince Koutousoff kept pace with the corps on 
his right, fixings his head-quarters at Elnia on the 
7th of November, and on the 13tfa .at Lobkovo. 

Buonaparte and his chosen band, having tracked 
their way over deserts lost in snow, at last came up 
with the relics of his once 6ne army at Smolenzk, 
and established his head-quarters there on the 9th of 
November. At the moment of his entrance into 
that city he was in perfect ignorance of the relative 
situations of the several great divisions of the Rus- 
sian army. His flight to this point had been prose- 
cuted under circumstances of such speed and alarm 
that he had not had the power of sending out par- 
ties of reconnoisance to ai<y distance. However, 
lie flattered himself, from the rapidity with which 
he had moved, that he must now be considerably in 
advance of the enemy, and ntight reach Minsk 
before Admiral Tchitchagoff could approach it from 
Volhynia. 

The division of Marshal Ney, (which now amount- 
ed to no more than fifteen thousand men), was yet 
a full day's march in the rear of the main body, and 
it was to be considered as its rear guard. Neces- 
sary as his advance might be, his utmost endeavours 
could not make more than a very slow progress; 
for the Cossacs and light troops of the Russian ad- 
vanced guard fell on him at every point, and-it may 
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-with the blood of some of his people, in one of liiy 
rencontres with the Imperial troops, he lost Dine hun- 
dred and eighty men;, twenty-two pieces of cannon, 
and si;s:ty ammunition vagg'ons. 

In, fact, the numbers who perished of the French 
army, from the day of its evacuating Moscow, to 
that of its entrance iiito Smolenzk, ai-e incredible. 
It exceeded one hundred tjiousand men, when it left 
the gates of the -ancieot capital, and at Smolenzk 
sixty thousand could with difficulty be mustered,' 
and even the greatest number of them were hardly 
able to bear arms. Though too enfeebled by want 
and fatigue to"contend with any effect against 
their armed enemies, they were still only too prompt 
to obey the cruel orders of their leader to avenge 
their defeats and tbeir miseries upon the last remains 
of the native inhabitants of Smolenzk. £)ver since 
this wretched city fell into the possession of the 
- French, it had exhibited one uninterupted scene of 
tyranny. The authorities instituted by Buonaparte, 
had exerted their powers of aggression both upon 
the town and the adjoining country with every act 
of avidity and ferocious violence. Amongst the 
many loyal Russians whose blood was daily offered 
by these monsters of cruelty to the ambition of their 
master, was the brave Colonel Engelhart. He was 
aprivate gentleman of Smolenzk, and on the entrance 
of the French into that government, he resolutely 
remained in his village, defending, it against the ra- 
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paeity of the eneny. Varioiu |»arties were ordered 
oat to destroy him aod his little fortress together, 
bot bis courage was more thao numbers, and many 
of the bri-^aDds fe)l by his own intrepid hand. Bat, 
shame to add, at last one wretch was found who 
could be persuaded to act the traitor, and' Eogelhart 
was betrayed into the power of his enemies. The 
joy- they maniferAed at the sight of their captive fully 
testified the merit of his opposition, and when he 
, wa« interrogated on his condacf by his French 
judges, he answered' in the simple language of 
virtue : 

*' I have only done my duty as a Russian subject. 
The obligation of opposing them who would dis- 
turb the peace of our legitimate sorereign, and 
destroy our conntry, is imposed by the Divine Law 
upon us all : and I hafenothing to regret, but tbat 
I am restrained by these fetters from dying in the 
act of inflicting vengeance upon oilr invaders." 

It was thus that the noble Engelhart declared die 
principles of bisheroic heart before the tribunal of 
his enemies. He listened calmly to the sentence of 
death whicii they passed upon him. He returned to 
his prison in chains, through the streets of Smolenzk ; 
and re-entering his dungeon with the mild dignity 
of virtue, there made his last testament of affection 
to those he loved, and of ikm defiance to the oppres- 
sors of his ceimtry. At the place of execution he 
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pointed oiit to the French their error in betieTTOg 
that they could ever enslave Russia ; he predicted 
tfie destruction of her invaders, and thanked hea*- 
Ten that even his mirdttr would prove a service to 
the empire. • " . - 

Death had so feW' terren' for him who had been - 
conducted to the scaflfold by. his virtues,' that, when 
the execntioners wcrilld. bare bound his e^rn, he r^ 
moved the bandag'e, and.flxii^ his iiitriepid eyes 
upon the raubtkets which Were levelled at him^ made 
the sign of the holy cross t^on-hisbosbio. ' He fell 
a soldier of Christ, he f^U a noUe sacrifice to his 
duty as a subject and-a mau." ■ . ■ 

Very few wwe the daysthat the IVench army, 
beaten by the tempest raised by*heir crimes atid tht 
elements, remained' at l^olenelc^l bdt IliMe few 

-days were marked with 6v«ry hoiror^ most w«^- 
ton <iruelty could inflict. ' 'It^was the reign of viol- 
ence. Maddened by privation, and infuriate widi 
every vengeful passion, the tide of rapine knew no 
bounds; blood flowed in every quarter, and the un- 
restrained swords of these- famished bands even 
went so far as to attack the guards of their own 
stores; to pillage the contents ; and in pbrenzied 

' intoxication, to consume by (ire what they had not 
Strength to bear away. ' ■ Indeed, the disQt-der 

'amongst- the troops-rose to jucha pitch, that no 

' common measures could bring at into any'' rule. 
The -officers were set at defiance, and whiU a«y si^s- 

' i«nanee ^ould be rifled iivrnthe jnagaziae»,lhem«a 
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ofonitiDjraiid dvperatioii. It wm dw bt^ devoir 
«f &• leamen, irbot feeing tlwir veNWt WMt fove- 
der, break into the rfup-fftorca, md wik iiwM^ed 
into their vatery grave. There was mia ia vwerj 
■KHneotof tlui^rtem being endured ; and to <jieck 
it at leMt, by ebwigii^ tbe ofcfeet «f Aeir mn&iy, 
■BaoBBpeet^ gwe MdeH, tint Ue ^eergavived peo- 
ple slionid be nwMhed front the town towards the 
i^mdaat graaariee he httd ^vided m PelMd. 

The lait trafTM Mt of fire and dfirrealatien tJwt 
waatobe perfeoMd in flmofeoith* wa« left to tbe 
direction of Marihal lAavemt, mkI te be eaeented 
by thoee of hii dinmn who hud heppewd t« smSer 
Ae leaak nadar the late fMig^Mea awl ^Tation*. 
The oedcn to tUs eflect ttete InM^Bttcd to him by 
Beitbier, at tike eennaad of their i«^^ Xhctator, 
*iid they nuy be CMud in Ae Mlevug intorcefM 



The iVwce of Neu/chatel to the Prmce of 
Eckmuht 

" PBINCE D'EcKinmx., 

" it b the Bnperor's commind, that you aapport 
the Duke d'filchwgea in the rettieat of his rear- 
|Wu^- Si'he Viceroy goe« to-monuw to ta»mq^ •. 
yea will be cmrelal, tiborefbre, ta eeci^ty and J^eve 
tneb fOiU ae may be Aeoeamir for ^ tecuri^ ct 
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the Viceroy's adrance. The mtention of hts Ma- 
jesty is, that your corps and that of the Duke d'EI- 
cbiDgeu should fold themselves back upon Krastioy; 
and this movement must be made on the 16th or 
17th. 

*' QcDeral Charpentiw, with his garrison, con- 
sisttiig^ of two-thirds of the Poliili battalions, and 
one regiment of cavalry, will quit the <a«y wilb the 
rear-gaard. 

** Previous to the evaouatien of the town yoa 
mmt blow up the fortifications arouud 8m<demk, by 
setting fire to the aaines already pivpared : you mart 
penoDBlly supenntend the baming of the ammani- 
' tion, magazines, and the artillery wagons, as well 
u (^ the muskets. In short, every ^ing- that caa- 
not be oairiecl off, must be desbvyed; Such of the 
cannon as yeu are unable to remtwe, must be sawn 
asunder and buried. The Generals, Gbasselop and 
Laribaissiere, remain here, to execute tiieir share in 
the foregoing dispositions. Yon will be particular, 
Ifonsieur le Marechal, to order ont patroles, for the 
purpose of preventing stra^lers, and yon will take 
measiui^s for the removal of the sick, so that as few 
as possible may be left in the ho^itaU. 

(Si^«4) " AI.EXANDBR, THE PKINC^ OF NlDFCUTBI., 

" Mfgor-QgMwat." 



2 O. S.~) 

tfl»ls!»k, 'die—NoT. Y 7inUwDi 

DiailizMbyGo'Ogle , 






The orders of NapoleoD were stiU bdd in re- 
spect by bis GeDO'als, and with regard to tbe ruin 
of Smolendc they were strictly obeyed. The com- 
mand wa^i devastation ! and -even the mt^t mutinoas 
soldiei- fell into tbe line that was to do Uie work. 
,U$e had. made destmction a habit of their minds, 
Mtd lin the present case it was augmented to enjoy- 
.jqenti by uviking it aa act of reren^. Tbe mines 
w«re filled with qpwards of .eight hundred immense 
cases of combustibles. The tity was fired in every 
quarter at once, and, as soon as^the likst ranks of the 
grand army filed out of it, the signal brand 
was thrown, and the explosion took place. Tbe 
raging of the flames, the thundering of the burst-, 
ing mines, and tlie tremendous fragipents of stone 
and wood that were hurled into tbe air, and fell 
back in J;ilazing ruin, created the ap^jearaace of a 
. volcano in the midst of the wintery desert. And 
beneath this burning sbower, and wrapped in doods 
of smoke, Davoust issued from the falling suburbs 
of the city, to join his master, who had departed on 
the 13th for Krasnoy. 

Napoleon, as usual, had chosen his companions, 
taking with him his guards only, who, indeed, were 
the only troops who now affected any zealous at- 
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tachment to bis persop, A* .ntaintaioed discipline 
amoD^t tbeir ranks. 

The Grand Russian aritty, by continuiog to ap- 
proacfa the city of Krasnoy, greatly increased the 
effects of General Miloradovitch's movements upon 
the enemy's reir. That excellent ofBcer having 
approached Liachovo, by a movement on his left, 
pushed on to the villages in the vicinity of Krasooy, 
in consequence of his finding that the chief part of 
Beaubarnois' corps had been destroyed ; that Platoff 
vras following tbe rest in the directions of Douchov- 
china and Smolensk ; and that Ney was also flj'ing' 
for reftige to the latter place. The whole Rusnan 
corps to a man participated in tbe zeal of their ge- 
nera), and tbey marched eagerly on, hoping to in- 
tercept some of the enemy's colnmns before th^ 
could quit Smolenzk. 

The great body of Russian forces, now moving 
in a concentrated form, under the command of so 
consummate a General as Koutopsi^, awakened an 
universal expectation in the country that tbe deci- 
sive stroke on the Invader and bis army was aooa 
to fall. 

The light troops and parties under the Counts 
Ogorofsky, Osterman-Tolstoy, and OrlofF-Denisoff, 
were hourly destroying, or taking prisoners, tbe 
French detachments in tbeir retreat from Smolenzk. 
Buonaparte had arrived safe at Krasnoy, but being 
now well aware that his pursuers were much nearer 
thui he either wished or expected, he awaited. with 
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the greatfcit inJiety the* omingr up of Marshal Da-- 
voust. However, to provide against accklent!), he 
made tfae best dispositioos for his troops that the city 
and its entlrons wonld admit, taking some advan- 
tageoos stntioQS la the village of I>ubrde, and on the 
Ofcha roadi to secure tiis escape in a case of estre- 
inlty. 

On the 17th of November, Miloradovttch masked 
. his advance with the village of Merlino, and the 
uneven grounds in its neighbourhood, in_ order to 
^low the troops of Davoust (which were then pro- 
ceeding towards Krasnoy) to pass his line. This 
fkme, he would attack their rear, whilst their left 
fltok should meet a siniilar greeting Irom the ihitfd 
corps and second division of cuirassiers under Ge* 
Bcral Prince Oalit*en. , At the same time, three 
strong divisions of infantry and artillery, with de^ 
iitchmeiits from the corps "of Ogorofeky and Boros- 
ain, supported by eighl Regiments of Cossacs and 
chasseurs, should pass through the villages of Sou- 
feoro and Sor<4;ino to^ard^ Dtibro€, to cot olF the 
&>ght of the enemy by that route. 

Davonst, though always expecting annoyance, 
moved forward without any idea that tlie enemy 
menaced him with such a force. Unconsciously he 
ipassed through their deep, and to him invisible, de- 
files, near Merlino ; and, marching on with feelings 
almost of security, be had just gained the tillag« of 
Kontovo, abodt three wersts from Krasnoy, when he 
^iras confounded by finding himself assiiled At enee. 
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- in flank and rear, as if by an tjnaijf riMo out of ikv 
.earth. Fearing that he ^KoiU be totally eacircled, 
he halted to form and {rreparc for ft battle ; bat die 
hot and heavy fire of tiie Russian masketry and grrnt 
pt*es$ed his people so close upon oa^ odier, and the 
ground on which th«y stood was so nufavourable^ 
that in endeavuuiing to produce (H*der, and to forc« 
hii) men into some shape of defence, he only redou* 
bled their confusion. Mil<H'adovitch ff&VB them no 
time to recover from their first dittnay, bof ordering 
his men forward they precipitated themsdrea upam 
their foes with uplifted sabres, and the bristliog 
points of countless bayonets. These relentlen w«a^ 
pons soon gave a movement to the enenyrbatit wan. 
to fly. 

The Great Napoteon, from anndst bis guards, 
witnessed the' commencement of this terrific rout; 
but, not waiting to heboid its issue, he torned \ia» 
horse and fled at full gallop with his suite towards 
the town of LAidy. Thus did he abandon a divisioti 
of his army, to which he had hitherto affixed so 
much consequence, and leave to the fiiry of an 
incensed enemy a Field-Marshal whom he had 
always affected to regard with peculiar esteem. 

The complete destruction of the whole corps of 
Davonst anoceeded to Uie acclaim of victory from 
the Rnwiau lines. The cries of bis deserted aud 
dying soldiers moat have followed the iying 8t«|>s of 
Naprieoo, as he vanished from the feld. He waa 
deaf to the appeal, and was se«a no mora. TM 
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wretched oreatiir«s, wh» escaped the swords of their 
conquerorB, soug^bt shelter id the oeigbbouricg' 
woods which skirt the Dfieiper> for an extent of five 
wenits. There tbetie desol^e beings* wdUnded» 
starving', and naked, laid them dowji under the 
frozen thickets, and socm foi^ot the desertion of 
their leader and their own miseries iutbe sleep of 
death. 

It is impossible to pass over the shamefnl flight 
of Buonaparte from the field of Krasnoy, and to . 
witness the apatby with which he abandoned this 
division in its extremity, without feeding some touch 
of the old-fashioned idea, that hereditary Soverf igns 
have an inherent parental love for their people, 
which never can exist in the breast of a strange 
prince. It woald be difficult to persuade ourselves 
that Henri Quatre could have fled from any field 
where he must le^ve his subjects to be butchered. 
But we need not go so far back for a proof of this 
kind of afiection; Louis XVI. need never have 
returned from Yarenqes, would he have allowed his 
friends to fire upon the suspicious persons who ap- 
proached his carriage—** Spare my people!" He 
said, and his own deatb on the scaffold was the re- 
ward of his tenderijcss ! 

If l^[apol^on did not act as became a spvereign, 
PavMist possessed so much more honour Lban his 
Dijister. that he maintained his character of a Ge- 
neral to the lait. He fought without reoeding a 
itep* until the U^i destruction jpf hifi .divisioq. 
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and the flight of the few who sitrvived, drew him 
aloag with them into the woods. 

The detail of the 'French loss in the battle of 
Kramoy was, two generals, , fifty-eight officers of 
different ranks, nine thousand one hundred and 
seventy soldiers, taken prisoners. Thekilied amount- 
ed to four thousand: and the remainder of the 
division, flying in every direction, perished in the 
manner before desoribed. The trophies of the vic- 
tory were seventy cannons, three standards, and the 
baton du Marechal of Davoust, with the whole of 
his baggage, and no inconsiderable part of N:^- 
leon's. 

By the defeat of this branch of the army, the 
• corps of Ney was completely cut off'. Indeed, the 
discomfited General had no means of apprising Ney 
of what had happened, that he might-avoid a simi- 
lar destructiou. His division was to leave Smo- 
lensk on the very day of this victory. And Prince 
KoutousoflT being infor^ned of his march, took in- 
stant measures to mislead him, and to make bis de- 
tachment follow the fate of his friend's. To sejmrate 
him entirely from any communication with the 
main body of the French army, the Commander^ 
in-chief despatched a strong ctivision to Milorado- i 
vitch. These troops were posted near the villages 
clos^.to the high road, and a range of batteries were 
constructed of forty pieces of cannon, commanding 
the only access to Krasnoy by the highway. Through 
it Ney's division mpst pass to readi the town, and 
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by 80 ckriogf it mmt IncTitabl; fall in with the great 
Ijody of the Russians which was posted close to 
Krasnoy. 

Oo Uie 19tli the Cossacs in advance dificorered 
the enemy, but from &e thickness of the fog they 
conld not ' calenlate the number of his columns. 
The same dennty of atmosphere prevented him 
discerning the batteries that were prepared 'to de< 
stroy bim. 

The French Marshal came rapidly forward, and 
' seeing' only small parties in his way, affirmed them 
to be only bodies of reconnoissance ; and urged his 
men to haste to join the division of Davoust and 
Aeir Emperor at Krasnoy ! Full of this expecta- 
tion, he had no idea but that Koutousoff was at a 
considerable distance from bim, and he proceeded 
confidently forward till be arrived within half a 
cannon shot of ^e Russian batteries, and there he 
was presented with a flt^ of truce and a summons 
to surrender. At this he laughed, still believing 
that the troops he now saw were at the best but a 
small detachment. *' Je saurai me faire jonr !" 
exclaimed he, and ru^ed to put into execution his 
determination. 

The answer to ^s reply was immediately made 
by the Russian gnus, and then indeed was he con- 
Tinced of his miataike. He saw his men, at Uie 
distance of two hgtadred paces from the cannons' 
months, fall in whole ranks, but the instantaneous 
daughter did not ehedc the resolution cnAer of the 
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sQldiere or tbeir commaDder. Tbe sarpme only 
seemed to elicit tbe foil blace of their courage,' and 
they charged npoa tbe batteries with the moat fun-< 
ow impetaosity. The carnage wat ilrMdIal i 
sbowen of grap« mowed down baodreds, but still 
the raeunin was filled. A valour worthy of the no^ 
blest caMHe was exhibited by column after column 
jH-essmg towards tbe batta-ies, ,'to glory or the 
grave. At this crisis they suddenly found tbur rcatf 
assaulted, and were obliged to alter their position. 
A Russian division under the commcuid' of Gene' 
rat Paskevitch, Usaed from the viUa^s and be- 
hind the high road (which had been the Kcreen of 
the main army) and attacked the enemy's rear with 
the bayonet. At the same moment his right was 
turned by the Hulans vf the guards, and his left 
pushed by the grenadiers of the Pauvlo&ky bat* 
talicoM. The French fonght with intrepidity at 
every point, smd kept sp a heavy fire of mu^etry - 
and gfape upon -the heads of their assailants— but 
ttlt was in vain. They were surrounded, their posi- 
tion was raked from side to side by the Russian 
guns, and Miloradovitch and his brave followers 
siting their lives at nought, unless they could re* 
dace this division to the same state as it» predece»- 
«or, penetrated the ranks of the enemy with so re- 
tisUess a force that their order was destroyed. A 
i^tnous confiision increased mantf moment, and the 
slaughter redoubling in horriUk heaps, a retreat 
was attempted by the bleeding remnant of the day„ 
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Order was itup09Bi)>le ; it was no looger a militar}' 
body, but a conoourse of iiidividdals, die relics of 
regtments that strewed the grouttd, seeking a refuge 
from an exterminating sword 1 The wretched sur- 
vivors followed the track yet left tbem in the w»oW 
by the fagitives of the preceding. day,, and fled in- 
to tke.woods. Ney crossed the Boristhenes at the 
extremity of thetie thickets, leaviog in the h^uids of 
bifl conquerors his colours, cannon, luid bi^gage. 

General Korff pursued the fugitives wherever 
they might be found, and, before many hours, none 
of these two divisionR, that w»e not prisoners, ex- 
cepting their Marshals, lived to tell the story of 
their disasters. 

Scarcely had the shores of the Dneiper witnessed 
the completion of this second victory, when another 
body of the French appeared in sight. It consisted 
of the last columns of the rear-guard, amounting to 
something more than eleven thousand men. They 
too, were ignorant of the late defeats of their coun- 
trymen, and were pressing forward in the same 
direction when a battery of twenty pieces opened 
Upon them ami checked their speed. A few minutes 
afterwards their rear was charged by three thousand 
Russian cavalry, and every demonstration being 
made to convince them of their disability to resist, 
their Commander yielded to necessity, and des- 
patched a flag of truce to General Miloradovitch to 
ask for quarter. It was instantly granted, and the . 
.whole of the French division surrendered and laid 
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down their arms before the Russian tfoops. Elevett 
thouKand men w'ere made prisoners, and one hundred 
Qfficers ; five tliousand, with' tbin- Generate, were 
left dead in the field; Not a singledragoon was 
with these columns, consequently they had no means 
of reconnoitring', and were more than usually at the 
mercy of their enemies. Fifty pieces of cannon, 
the military chest, .and all the baggage, (which 
contained much of the plunder from Moscow), fell 
into the hands of Miloradovitch. The loss ^stained 
by the-B two brilliant days, 

was not r tmen. 

The F i Smolepzk on the 

night of morning of the 17th 

■of Nover still throwing foith 

mingled < 'smoke, when Piatoff 

approach in it a regiment of 

chasseurs, and a party of Cossacs^ and then pro- 
ceeded on the right of the Dnfiiper to take ven>- 
geance on the enemy who, retreated along its banks. 
The brave Hetman- was accompanied- by fifteen 
regiments of Cos'sacs, and an adequate proportion 
of the horse-artiHery of the Don. He set forward 
towards Katanc in the way to Doubrovna. Gene- 
ral Orloff-Denisotf, with his 
two light guns, and eight 
were detached in bis front.' 

Previous to Platoff's reach 
seventeen- werats from the t« 
the month, he fell in with t 
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and a train of carriages stretching to an incredible 
leng:tJ), which had been abandoned by the Freudi 
army in ita progress to ita'promised depot cf plenty. 
On examiniog the waggons they were found laden 
with spoil and plunder ; with the moreable proper- 
ties of towns and TJUages; but no food either for 
man or beast. The poor animals which had been 
destined to drag these nseless loads were dead in 
tlieir traces] and mingled with thenit under every 
shape of past ^ony, lay hundreds of human bodies. 
Some had dropped «j otiien 

tthewed by the g led), that 

while vainfy attes te how of 

contest tbey bad wounds. 

Muiy had sunk d a th^ top 

of.J;he canii^es, stiffened into death even before 
they Were conscious of its approaoJb.^ Wfaererer 
flatoff tamed his eyes he saw nothing bqt imagas of 
mortality. The ground was covered with the we- 
Buetofhis comitry,buttheyno lo^^arlived: it seemed 
like a seen* of encbantni«it : and be marched by 
the insensiUe army as he would have passe4 a le- 
.^nom «i marble statues which some migi^ wiad 
bad fevelled with the dust. 
Buoaapvte had defied the victorious ann pf 
iiten from Borodino, vaA forc«d 
the Tvars, he was kill dwiinsat 
tMSung w^ falte r^»i%s, tiJl a 
tb«t «f all the pottnt»t«» «po« 
Wfam the winter «f the Niortb, 
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and ihe thunder of its storms rolled on him from 
every quarter : when its tempests of sleet hissed on 
him over the trackless 'desert ; then it was that this 
Dictator of the world acknowledged to himself 
that he was not omnipotent ; then it was that he 
first spoke the traUi. ' It is not necessary to expa- 
tiate here «n the general falsity of his hulletins, 
whenever a true narrative might check the oracle 
of " Ceesar and his fortunes !" The pen of a gal- 
lant British officer, who is also a distinguished mi- 
litary wiiter *, has put this fact beyond a doubt. 

The accnmulalang dis«st«9^ of the French army» 
the despair that darkened its onward path^ aad the 
horrws wlucb a[^»eared in its rear, all ccomnced 
N^;>oleoa ^at he eould no longer hope to deceire 
the natioiis. The dre^fiil truth tuuast evenbudly 
contradict such an attempi; aud, therefore* from 
po^cy be took up an honest pen. Ob the 1 lA of 
November, in his twenty-eighth buUetb, be omh 
mences bis confessioMs. But they were not nuhfo 
from a free heart* conSd^t in its maHiveg, and 
therefore fearless of events. Qe |pwl>tQ» snd i^pw* 
lifies ; in shorty he gives y(^ a shetd» of events 
through a dimmed glass, and Ibou^ yon may e^ch 
an idea of ii» outline, you must look for the pwti- 
culars in some dearer medium* 



* Sir B«benWib». 



j:,GoogIc 



Zd6 



' Whtxst the grand amiy ofthe Russian Empire, 
so successfully drove before it the main body ofthe 
French and its ambitious leader, Count Vi^enstein 
pursued the advantages he had gained by the fall of 
Polotzk and the defeat of St. Cyr. Soon after the 
flight of that general, Vigtenstein was informed by 
Count Steingel, that, in following up his victories 
over the enemy, his parties of reconnoissance had 
brODght him information of large bodies of Bava- 
Hans who were advancing ; and that they came on 
with such (nanifest superiority' in numbers, it was 
prudent for him to fall back towards Dissna. 

Oh this intelligence being received Cmmt Vig- 
"tenstein 'ordered General Sassonoff, with twelve 
thousand meny to proceed with all expedition along 
Hhe right bank of the Dwina,' to -cross the river at 
' DislsQa, and to unite himself without loss of time to 
'the ' division uiidet Steingel. The junction being 
"etkcled, he was to proceed immediately., with that 
general to attack the ehemy at Ouschatch. 
> The command and the execution seemed the 
- act but of one moment ; for early in the morning 
of the 24th of October, this gallant body presented 
itself before the enemy in the environs of that 
village. 
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His cavalry shewed themselves in great ibfce^ 
and a considerable party of infantry came out to j 
form and dppose the RusaMtosjliut the Coimt's 
additional troops made him so superior in. every 
respect to his opponents that-they were soon forced 
to quit the field, leaving' three hundredmen killed^ 
and obe hundred taken prisoners. Their preei-r 
pitation was so great, that they passed a convoy of 
their own not far distant from the scene of their 
defeat, and had the mortification of seeing- it 
seized by their pursuers without any* resistance. 
It consisted of forty waggons, with a considerable 
escort. By this last prize twenty-two regimental 
standards, a great quantity of stores, a commissary- 
general, seven officers, and one hundred soldien 
-fell into the hands of the victors. 
■ By these successes, minor in appearance, but of 
magnitude in their effects, the Bavarians were 
totally cut off from the corps of Gouvion St. Cyr. 
That General was then on his march upon Lepel, 
to unite the shattered remains of bis divisions to 
a corps under the command of Marshal Victor, 
who had arrived in that neighbourhood. 

Count Tigtenstein having' passed the Dwina 
'at Polotzk,, was now in fiill pursuit of- the enemy 
in the direction of Lepel., The roads over which 
his conqueting troops urged forward their glorious 
chase, presented an epitome _of Uiose leading' from 
Moscow. Dead bodies of men and horses, and 
abandoned cannon and carriages, every where 
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itmwed the way. Daring his ftdvanoe tovards 
Tchasniki he took ninety waggoas" of anununitioii, 
nine guns, and made itAght hundred Btragglars fti* 
tounn.. 

On the SOth of October he arrived with hit 
whole foree in the neighbourhood of XchMoiki, 
having ordered Mt^or-General Tlattoff to remain 
with a fomiidaUc detachment in the defiles be- 
tween Drouya and Bretzlau, to watch the corps of 
Macdoaald, and to maintain the <:omraunication 
with the troops of Generid Lewis, which had al- 
ready moved from Riga along the left bank of the 
Dwina with such briUiant success. 

By thess ^lKBtBav^e8, having secured the at- 
tcntibn ttt Ae fenemy to that part of the country, 
the brave Tigtenat'W found himself at liberty, 
without Ktj ofpreheneions for what he left behind, 
to 'follow np hu jM<^e^ otg^ct, which was to [U'e- 
vent Victor's joining the main army under Bnona- 
pairt^t While he thus aimed to divide the Mar- 
shal from his kader, he hoped at the same time to 
ionn his own jjvnctjon with Admiral TchitchagoC 
who conld not then be far from IVlaask. , 

General I^e Grand, wbp had takeif the e«m- 
tnand ef the FreB«h after St. Cyr received bis 
-troOnd at Polotek, reached Lepel; and, on the 
30th of October, had ihe good fortune to join 
Victor, whose corptir consisting of fifteen thousand 
!incsi, were posted wpoa the Qnlf , clos^ to the town 
of Tcha^nihi. The Kussians halted not. far from 
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kv line ; and Count Vigtenstein determined to din' 
fedge bim from his position, that be mi^ht rid the 
town of such hostile neighbours, and acquire for 
bjiuself the free {Kssession of the advantageons 
country on its right and left, where he could 
securely remain until he were fully apprised of the 
movements of Koufousoff and c^ the army of U)« 
Panube. 

Ajccor^ing to these plans, early in the momia|^ 
«f the 31^ the RussiaD Compiander put his ariqy 
in motion. The enemy on perceiving this, l^as^eued 
to form, but after a very digjit affair, between 
his troops and tl^ covering cavalry and light artil- 
IfSry of tjtie Russians, fae retired across Hut river 
I/9r^o9tni9. Wi^h that in lys front, he attempted 
U^ q^^ a Bta^, bat Vigteifstein pooned uch a 
shi07<er of h^ '9poia him from his artillery and 
ifiuketry, ^Ji,^ after sustaioing a considerable loas 
he put himself in motion again, and felt back be- 
hind another river. The Russians followed hlin 
clo^, gaihag him with the fire from their guns,. 
and so htu-assing his movements with their cavalry 
^d jpi^ketry, that at length, after three hours ex- 
posing hi^iu^f to their destructive oper^ions, be 
xetired 9s last as the wishes of his advec^aries would 
have hf4 him^ to Senno. This r^eat left tb« 
W^iole of thi^ country open to the C«iuat, and b« 
had purchased so great fui advantage «t ^ compa* 
ratively smidi fu'ice, for he did n(A ^>^' /iMre dor- 
iD|f the whcdfB fifair ^n four hizn^^i^ iu killed 
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and wounded. The enemy left nine hundred dead 
on the field, besides having eight hundred men and 
twelve officers taken prisoners. 

Yigtenstein now fixed his head-quarters at Tch- 
asniki, and stationed his principal force in the 
neighbourhood of Smolnya, a place aboi^ three 
wersts distant from Tcbasniki. He likewise de- 
tached a body of troopH under the command of 
General la Harpe, with orders to divide themselves 
on their reaching Beshenkovich, and proceed on both 
sides of the Dwina to Vitepsk. 
■ These orders were executed with alacrity : and on 
the 7th of November, General la Harpe's advanced 
gfuard appeared before the city. At so unexpected 
a sight, the enemy set fire to the bridge, and opened 
two pieces of cannon, which had been planted on an 
adjacent height, upon their approaching adversaries. 
Both these attempts to impede their progress failed. 
The Russians attacked the enemy even in the act of 
destroying the bridge, extinguished the flames, and, 
in spite of the rapid fire from the two guns and the 
French m.uslcetry, drove him back into the town. 
In the same instant the rest of La Harpe's forces 
coming up, they joined the battle, and the enemy no 
longer making opposition fled precipitately through 
the suburbs to the Smolenzk rOad. While one 
part of the victors pursued the 'defeated for nearly 
twenty wersts, making an immense havoc, and 
returning with a considerable number of prisoners, 
the other took possession of the town. La Haipe 
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had the sa^is&otion of fiadiog' there the French 
General Frouj^, who was the Governor, and. the 
Commandant Colonel Schvarde, with ten officers, 
and near four hundred- soldiers. These were all 
made prisoners, and with them was taken a quantity 
of provisions, wine, forage, and ammuuition, and 
the two guns which had in vain sought to command 
'he bridge. 

The joy of the people on their liberation from the 
French yoke, and at the presence of their country- 
men, is not to be described. At once it turned the 
scene of war into that of festival, and " long live the 
Emperor Alexander !" resounded from every quar- 
ter. While the citizens rejoiced in their freedom, 
, the brave soldiers of. Vigtenstein were greeted in 
their turn with the most inspiriting tidings, for it 
was at Vitepslc that they received full information 
of the French grand army having evacuated Mos- 
cow, andthatmany of its columng paved the road to 
Smolenzk, where at last its discomfited le9der had 
arrived. This news, and the- near prospect of 
meeting the retiring foe, filled the Coupt and his 
brave followers with the most triumphant ardour.. 
The impatience of the men could hardly be con- 
trolled, and the officers entreated for the moment of 
command when they should- be ordered to rush on- 
ward, to assist in avenging the wrongs of the Em- 
phre.upon the most obdurate and murderous enemy 
that ever broke the peace of nations, and steeped the 
race of man in blood. 
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Ticfor felt too ierere a mdrtification at the- defeat 
bis divUioD bad sustained before Tijtatntiki, not tA 
make some effort to displace the tarnish on bis fame. 
He received a reinforcement of about thrte thoosand 
men ; and having called around him his deta<;hed 
^rties from all quarters, determmed in his tnra to 
dislodge Vi^enstein from his position on &ie Oula. 
He was assisted in his plans to carry forward tbrd 
resolntion, by the coirosel of Ondihot, who had once 
inore taken the command of the remains of his diTi^ 
ston. These colleagues quitted Senno ih 'good or<- 
der, and on the 14th moTcd upon Sm'otnya. In theit 
approach they fell in with the Russian advance-, 
who, acrurding- to orders, in case of an attack, wef« 
to fall back upon the main body, which was pasted ib 
the rear of SmoIo3ra. The centre of the main body 
Vras protected by a battery of twenty pieces of can- 
non planted on a height, and several others covered 
the flanks, near which the reserves of cavalry were 
stationed. 

Vigtenstein's information of the enemy's -desigm 
was so exceSen't, and his measures to counteract them 
'ko prompt, l^at in tiU these cases ft Seemei as if bis 
spirit must mingle in their councils, to give hhti 
such earPy and perfect intelligence, that all was 
prepared oD the instant to render every scheme 
abortive. 

The advanced guard retee'ateA accoi*dii)g to lHi» 
commands they had received, and the enemy, 'find- 
ing himself not opposed, followed WiUi trhimphabt 
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hojMs, until the Russian retirin|f force» pitAshi^ 
from before hia* he fouAd himself all ^ once in 
'Inmt of VigtenateWn centre. The surprise did not 
«h»coDcert him, but urging' his men forward to re- 
deem the losses of former eonflicts in the one before 
^m, hia whole body fell with fury upon the Rus- 
sian line. The village of Smolyna was his imme- 
diate object. He fought with the enet^y of a man 
determined at all hazards to recorer the glory of 
an invincible name; and, in spite of the heavy dis* 
charges from the Russian guns, the place was taken. . 
For a motnest it was in his hands! but in the sue- 
oceding om« ^he Russians forced his soldiers back 
■(KHVthMr steps.' Still be woiild not be repulsed ; 
and, wiib a wonderful valour on both sides, Smo- 
lyna was taken and retaken she different times at 
the poBt of the bajouet. The streets were blocked 
np with the dead, and the gronnd so slippery from 
the blood, that the comb&tuits could hardly have 
kept their feet had they hot been almost grappled 
together in the resolnte contest. 

While this was going forward at the centre, the 
Russian wings were formidably threatened by se- 
ver^ heavy colnmns of French infantry, well 
gnpported with artillery, and which were bear- 
ing ^ewn wiA a very determined front. They 
werei peittitted to approach, without molestation, 
to within a few paces of the Russian flanks ; but 
when anived at that point, the guns and thraillenrs 
of theh" antagonista poured on them ceaseless show- 



bvGoogle 



844 

em of ball aod grape, and sood levelled mest of 
their too-confident ranks with the anovr. ^ 

In vain was the attempt renewed. Victor ex- 
erted all his powers, ^e collected his broken eo* 
lumus, he brought them in one strong body agttia 
to the assault, btit again the Russian guns and the 
Kussian bayonet harrowed up his lines; and the 
disappointed Marshal found himself compelled to 
leave the field while he had yet the semblance of 
fiD army to take from it; aud with the deepest.mor- 
tificaUon he drew off at the close of the day along 
Jbe right bank of the Oula. He retired in ^is 
direction with the hope of getting round the right 
flank of his victorious enemy; but here agaia be 
was disappointed, by an unexpected renetmtre vi/ik 
General Fock, who cou^manded the AuMtan. le* - 
serve. The darkness of the night put a stop to tdi 
hostilities ; and so completely were his hopes ^anni- 
hilated, that with the morning's da#n .he com- 
menced a decided reti'eat, retracing tiie greater 
part of his steps, and tjien proceeding to Tcheme- 
rioo, where he halted, on the two roads which lead 
to Sernio and to Tclieria. 

' The Russians sustained a loss in this day's con- 
test between Vigtenstein and Victor, of eigl^een' 
officers killed and wounded, and one thousand .men; 
but they made eight hundred prisoners in the field* 
and six hundred more were taken by the cavalfy^ itf 
pursuing the enemy ..next day. The Fi^Bj^h left 
&^eea hundred dead upon the disputed grooffd* 
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,* Generkl Vla§t(iflf droye their cavali7 from Vidzy, 
and spreading Jiis troops from theace to the -town of 
-Gloubdco, made many prisoners, and took several 
pieces of canncm ; and by this moveinent united his 
line of operatiMi with that of Vigtenslein. 
' On the 18th of NovembH-, Colonel Tchemicheff 
gained Count Vigtenstein's bead-quarters. He hiad 
been d^patehed by Admiral Tchitchagoff at the 
Lead of a regiment of.Cossaca, to discover how far 
the army of Y igtenstein had advanced,' and to give 
that general information of the Admiral's approach 
to. Minsk. 

' - Much intrepidity and military skill were required 
to execute this arduous commission. The brave 
Tchemicheff had to make his way through many 
detachments of the enemy, some advancing and 
otiiers retiring, before he could reach his destined 
point: But he undertook the task with .eagerne^ts, 
" and performed it with a judgment proportioned to 
his zeal. . His sword was frequently dy^- in blood 
during his perilous march, and his helmet as often 
crowned with victory. Severa,! rivers interposed 
themselves in his path ; and, notwithstanding' the 
severity of the . season, their rapid course prevented 
their being frozen. These were no obstacles to 
him; he and his heroes breasted the inclement 
stream, and passed it a la tiage. It \^as not enough 
that -he marched towards the object of his comman- 
der's orders, he gathered glory in his path, and his 
eye, guided by his ardpur, seemed to see on every 
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Bid« of htm. He wertoek, tncl seiud ^r Aettnytdf 
whole coDVojTs ; making- their eicorts his prisoners, 
or g^iing them to the dust, which bad so deeply 
Iweo Mtarated with the blood of his cottDtrytBen, 
To recount the various partictilara of tbe march of 
tiiii true hero might appear a romaatic relation, a 
tale more raited to the hyperbole of fiction than to 
tba saher record of facts. - Bat all who are peraon- 
lUty intimate with Count Tchemidwff, with the 
Coraprebensivf; powers of bis mind, which gr«^ ia 
one snUime view the past, the present, and the 
foture; which sees the late which hangs ea the 
decision of a moment, and has the courage to cast 
hia life upon tibn point that cleaves the links ; lUl 
who are acquainted with the invincible valour of 
his heart, and the almost supernatural power with 
whidi bis spirit seems to mingle with the minds of 
bis men, and to stimulate them to the most beroie 
daring ; none, who thus knew Goant Tcbemichef^ 
can deem any thing marvellous which -tells of his 
bravery, and the prowess of his troops. Amongst 
bis numerous services in this expedition, one of the 
most dear to bis country is, that to his v^iboce 
the g^ant General Baron Viozingerode owes his 
life and liberty ; and also, that the Rusiiiaii empire 
if indebted to the same resolotion for.tJw return of 
another of its mout invalaable ofiiceis.* 
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From Count . TcheraichefF, General Vigtenstem 
received the full particulars of the ruined state of 
ihe French grand army, and of the actual flight of 
the Saxon and Austrian troops. A few days after 
tbb arhvttt df fhtft»iaiaiating«ep«rt, idl was sHkrife&n- 
tiaied 1^ VigtensteiR fittding; himself in direct cook- 
fmrnkati^ft With Flatoff and the main %rmy. The 
GerTenil-aide^e>«aiirp Golenischeff Koutousofi^ ar- 
tived at the city of Babiaovitchi on the 23d, aad 
tpm the agent of tim decisive ognnnunication. The 
conduct of himself and his teaops, during his marel^ 
reflieeted honour on his illustrioos name j smd thus 
through a eateer of mititary achievements, he ar- 
rived at the point wbick was to complete the eordou 
<rf Rttssian foKes around the retreating divisions of 
Napoleon Bnomipar^. 

Victor and Oudiaot finding diat their Great 
Leader wfts not merely in retreat but in flight, frOn 
the realms of the Russian Eeapieror, deemed it pro- 
pet to foBow bis example. Bat they did not desert 
their troops' ; they marched at their head* shani^ 
alike the evils of defeat with the triumphs of victory, 
and Connnenced their evacuation of the invaded 
ground on tiie S2d of November. They moved in 
the direction of ToalctHHO> with the hope of falling 
!n with the fiigkive divisions ftoM the interior, aa4 
Domhrofsky's corps fn»m M<^K>f£ Vigtoosteiii 
observed aill their motions, and h» advanced guard 
follotred thefti. 
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The army of Admiral Tchitcliag;off had been on 
its march towards Miosk, from the 27th of October, 
leaving, as %as before been stated, a strong coips 
under General Saken m the neigbbporhood of 
Brest-Litofsky. Major-General- Liders was on his 
way from Voline; and General Hertel from Ma^ 
zir to the same place of rendezvous. 

During these movetnents the advanced-guard of 
the army was commanded by Count de Lambert. 
' IVhile on bis route he fell in with a party of Dom- 
brofek)''s division at Novoasverjene, pursued it 
to Kaydanovo, attacked it there, and compelled it 
to surrt^nder. In thi^ affair he took two pair of 
colours, two pieces of canhon, sixty-three officers, 
and four thousand soldiers. 

After this success of their advanced-guard, the 
army of the Danube proceeded without impediment 
to Minsk, which place they took possession of on the 
16th of November. Admiral Tchitchagoff found it 
rich in well-stored, magazines of various stores, also 
inucb baggage, which bad lately arrived in advance 
from the French at Moscow ; and a number of fu- 
gitives whom he took prisoners. 

No Hocmer was the Admiral in full occupation of 
Minsk, than he ordered the gallant De Lamb^, 
Cwhose corps he greatly strengthened}, to proceed 
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with all expedition to BorrisofF, where he would 
fall ID upon Dombrofsky. That ' Polish General 
lay there ib much force, having augmented his 
numbers by every means in his power, and covered 
his position with a tet-e dupont. 

On the 2l8t the Russian troops came upon the 
out-parties of the enemy, drove them to the shelter 
of their works, and, scarcely waiting for an order 
from their commander, the heroes of the Danube 
rushed upon the French and Poles, carried all be- 
fore them, and precipitated the enemy with a terrible 
slaughter across the bridge. Some fell over the 
parapets, aud were drowned, and those which 
escaped the river and the sword, fled with the most 
headlong haste towards Orcha. Thirty-eight of- 
ficers, and four ^ousand soldiers, with eight can- 
non, and two pair of colours, were taken by the 
. victors in the contest. Borrisoff, falling of course 
into their hands, numerous strong detachments of 
the army spread themselves along the left shore of 
the Bereziua, even to beyond Zembino, to seize 
all the passes, and to destroy every bridge by which 
Buonaparte and his legions might facilitate their 
escape. 

" During the dght last days, previous to the brave 
Tchitchagoff's possession of Borrisoff, he had made 
upwards of fourteen thousand prisoners, including 
the sick and wounded whom he found in Minsk. .' 
■ Thus the three Russian armies, for so they may 
be named, were drawn almost to a circle, around 
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the balf-animated remaiiwof their once m^rcUesi^ 
hnt now flyiDg enemy. 

Suonapart^ having dragge^l his famishing tfoopf 
l^yond Smoleozk, and still pushing them qq with as 
much rapidity as they were capable of, imagined 
that he bad passed the worst. He now cheered 
them, who had strength .to listen to promises, with 
the hope of cpmuag up with the corps of Victor, 
Oudinot, and Dombrofsky. , He flattered himselfr 
self that the junction would yet put him at the 
head of forty thousand soldiers \ Such would tbei^ 
be the ffrand arrmf of France ! Once an usHrper, 
the mighty Augustus of Rome, demanded with 
grief and indignation of his ^iisconifited general, 
*' Give me my legions !" What would Napoleon 
answer, if France were to deniaqd of ,her ^ugu.&T 
toi, " Give me the four hundred thpusaod spldiers 
you carried from my frontiers !'* 

On leaving Smol^zk, forty-thi-ee thousand ^osn 
were his whole anticipated host ! 

He counted on these three divisions of the bisfo;^? 
mentioned Marshals, as if already in his lines, a)a4 
with eager calculatfo.n he eaumerat?(J thp ftd-vw-' 
tages of the country to which he was proeeedio^gi 
where he must meet the v^ast loagE^in^ he ihad 
ordered to b« prepared ; and the fidelity of a whole 
people who had once been under the jurisdiction of 
Russia, but were now devoted to France in faim. 
Full of .these anticipations he reached Orcha, and 
there he found they all were vain. A thou;iapd 
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voices opened vA once to tell him that Minsk and alt 
its magazines were in the hands t^ Admiral Tchit* 
cbAgoS. De^>eiratiou makes men bold ; tiiis r^wrt 
was quickly accompanied with accusations in the 
shape of information, saying', that the Rassjans had 
spread themselves in formidable bodies along the 
sboKs of the Berezina river; t&at the French 
Giraerals had beoi beatetv AQd the Folitb General 
X>«HBbro&ky defeated with a t«rrible loss. 

(jrallit^ as was sih^ yitetligence, and mvuh ai 
NsfioleDn wigbt wish to discredit its trutii, .he 
(xatd it impossible* fm* t^e snd proofs of the Hoi- 
vtfrsal destnictioQ of his armies were ev«ry daf 
iHrMght into 1^ town. Flying troops, or splitaiy 
fMgitivef, wepe ctonetantly powidg ia (fx food' and 
protection ; and wherever he moved he beheld 
spectacles of defeat and misery ; he heard the mm*- 
quurs of wretchedness and the groans of despur. 
No parasite would ventnre to contradict to his 
master the evidence of his own eyes ; and tiiat 
master oould no longer flatter himsdf into a d>»- 
hdief that the Generals of Russia now held his 
frte in tbi^r lumtU. He learnt th^ YigteosUtii 
lutd been power^lly reinforced hy Stejog^ ud 
was thea in actu^ eomiiw«i<»tioa with Tchilr 
«faago^ making aU th^ mo^vemeiits ia con- 
■cert. 

TUs ibnnidmhie junction in his path presented 
•to the mind of Napi^ew fresh Bceocs of defeat aad 
dMffralve.; aod ht was «^ Assnred Ut^ 1ibftfi|)wd 
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of his pursuers would not allow him a momeDt's 
repose in his rear. The situation in which he 
found himself was indeed new to- him : he saw be- 
fore him nothing but death or captivity ; and yet he 
trusted to his fortunate star f 

Delay was encompa|sed with danger, and he de- 
termined to advance at any rate. To this end he 
collected his troops, and making some necessary 
preparations for what, he must be conscious, must 
be the last straggle of his army in his defence, be 
quitted Orcha, and gave orders that the passage 
of the river should be disputed at any sacrifice. 
What his own opinion was of the instruments he 
was using to cut his way out of the toil in which 
he had entangled himself, we have in his own 
words: 

" This anny so complete on the 6th,--became 
Tery different after the 14th ; nearly destitute' of 
cavalry, of artillery, and of transport-carriages. 
Without cavalry it was impossible for us to' recotf- 
noitre beyond the distance'df a quarter of a leagne; 
while without artillery we could not ri^ a battle, 
and iirmly remain in expectation of the enemy. 
It was indispensable for us to occupy a certain space 
of ground to avoid being turned, and that' with- 
out cavalry, to unite the colunins and advance for 
the purpose of observation. This difficulty, joined 
to the suddenness of the intense cold, rendered our 
sitofttion extremely vexatious. Thosa feebly-cob- 
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strbcted men, to whom nature had denied the power 
of rising above the chances of' place and fortune, 
appeared shaken, lost their gaiety and good humour, 
and brooded solely over present suffering and future 
calamity ; but such as she had created superior to 
every accident, preserved their spirits and ' their 
tffdinary temper, and saw in every new obiitacle but 
additional glory." 

Those whom " nature had created superior to 
every accident," and had enabled to " preserve 
tiieir ordinary temper," and even their lives, under 
all the attacks of a northern winter, without shelter 
or raiment, and accompanied with every " cala- 
mity" (not in prospect but in reality) of war, dis- 
ease, and famine; those that were thus tempered 
were indeed very few : while the many who des- 
paired and perished, were surely worthy of some 
pity from the man in whose cause they died. 

It is said that fear lends wings. The flight of 
Buonaparte proves, that those he borrowed were 
oftheswiftest pinion ; for, on leaving Orcha he found 
he had so outstripped his pursuers that he might 
pass the river without a sacrifice. The great mass 
of the Russian army from Krasnoy having to make 
a short halt to give time for the arrival of their 
provisions, which the rapidity of their late move- 
ments had left considerably in the rear, Buona- 
parte used this moment of breathing to the b«st 
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advantag«. He had bean y>ined by Boins of hi» 
fugitive g^enUs, wbotu be now thus disposed of^ 
Dombro&k.^ he despatched to thp i^ft of Borrisoff ; 
and Victor and Oudioot to his right, to oppose 
Vigteostein ; "whibtt he, with the retit of Xhfi army, 
woald approach the shores of the Berezina. 

Having made these disfHtsitioos, en the 20th «f 
November he evacuated Orcha, and took the Boi' 
risoff road through Koccauova, leaving many 
straggling parties behind, who had not come up 
with bis late head-quarters beibre he quitted them. 
Abd fortunate it was for him that he had been so 
prompt ill executing his resolution to leave Orcba, 
for not long afterwards it was entered by Og^ofeky' 
and his Cossacs. 

That officer, and lus brave coadjutor. General 
Bot'osdiPi had been indefatigable in folkiwmg vp 
the res^r-guard of the enemy, and near DoubrcTsa 
Ihey fell in .with a considerable body, killed moire 
than one thousand, and took fpur cwinou, a quan- 
tity of baggage, and upwards of six hundred pri" 
soners. The rest fled, and the Ruwjiaos continued 
to piirsv< the fugitives till they led them to the' 
gates of Orcha. They entei'ed with them; and 
found the town just as it had been evacuated hrf 
Buonaparte. . -Twenty-six .c^inen fell int9 tjbeir 
hands, with some prisoners, and an i^^t&ense nttuber 
of sick and wo^^ded. 
- Ogsrof^y proceeded in the greet pursuit by 
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qaoving o^ \ii$ left tpwwds Gurki, in tbte 4ir6^ioB 
of MobiW, which road wa» covered witl^ tUpuagindp 
of die flying eneoty. 

Count PlaUiff Esaintain^d his victorirnvs career py 
the right shpre of the Dneiper, where he cpnii.pued 
to destroy huodreds of the discom^ed corps Mtltin^ 
had fled frwi> the defeat at Krasnoy. His cbasp 
seurs took upwards of thre<e tlfov>saDd of these mea 
prisopers and h»ppy were m^ny of them ao to he 
rescued from femine and coj^sta^t esppfivre to die 
elements. 

While thus employed, the br^ve Hettnan recefred 
intelligence that Marshal Ney, with a p^t <^ hli 
sbatteped divisifto, had been s«en near th^ wood^ at 
the village of Goussinovo, where he was ci^lectiag 
^ragglers, to' form a tolerably eflective force t# 
move towards Orcha. flaloff detenuined that if he 
eould prevent it, n^^ither Marshal nor scddievs sltoutd 
ever see that [dace, and he .ordered masked-batteri^* 
V> be m^ntly eoQStructed hi %he, road Ney most 
|KiS9, while, covering bis Cossacs and other tjQo^ 
with the woods, he stood to overwhelm, the ,Mns;iW< 
pecting- eo^my. In the moiveat of their fqll en- • 
trance into this well concerted ambnscade, a dreads 
fill Are of grape was opened qpon them, and th«> 
^xjbausted troops finding death surrouiid then^ 
with one accord dispersed and fled into the woods. 
Xbere the Cossacs met Uiei^ and slew about tw) 
thousand. £ight bvpdfed w^e t^^ ^^i^^^o«f^ b; 
^9 otheF troops 

A A3 
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■ Maribftl Ney, with a few of his followers, was so 
fortunate as to escape the, search of his conquerors- 
But he passed tlie whole of the wretched night in 
the snows of the forest. He did not sJeep, for sleep 
in such a situation, under these malignant skies, 
would have been death. He wandered about with 
the dread at every step of rousing his hunters from 
their rest. A tiger from its lair, would have been 
more tolerable to him : and, with the morning's 
light he pursued his flight, passing through aban- 
doned Orcha with the speed of desperation. 

A short time before this event, the Cossac Chief 
had been reinforced from the main army with fif- 
teen battalions of infantry, two regiments of cavalry, 
and twocompanies of artillery. This formidable aid 
joined him under the command of Slajor-General 
'Brmolloff, who crossed the Dneiper near Rassasna. 

The advanced-guard, under Mildradovitch, passed 
thci Boristhenes at Kopis on the 33d, in order to 
fdtlow up Platoff and his colleagne, who were rapidly 
iEipproaching the army of Vigtenstein "by the way of 
Toulchino. 

" A 'little before this period the main army had re- 
ceived its provisions, and, having issued them' 
kmcAigst its divisions; it moved onward. ' On' the 
19th thehead-quarters were at Dobroe ; on the 20tH 
at Romanova; the 21st at Laniki, where^it halted^ 
Oii the 23d it reached GarTanu. It Aen paissed 
Ihrftngb' the village of Morosovo, and gain^dKopis 
on the ^6th> where it crossed the river, directing its' 
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marcli b; Staroseliato the city of Zezerioya. From 
this place the Field-Marshal proposed moving, ac- 
cordiog to circomstaDces, upon Bobre, or the Bere- 
zina, 

Every observation on the enemy now convinced 
Koutousoff that lie intended to force a passage some- 
where between Borrisoff and Vassilevo. To pre- 
vent this, the main army moved on towards Oucho- 
val, whilst a strong detachment proceeded to Berris-' 
sino and took possession of that town. 

The corps under the General-aid-de-camp Kou- 
tonsoff, which had long acted on the extreme right 
of Platoff, marked its advance with a success equal 
to that of the Cossacs. During its various engage- 
ments with the enemy it took upwards of six thou- 
sand men prisoners, besides three Generals and 
eighty other officers, and killed more than equal the 
number. _ 

At Babonavitch, this gallant officer, so worthy of 
the illustrious name he shared, came up with the 
light troops of Count Vigtenstein. This junction 
was the prime object of his march, and when he ar- 
rived, he was to put himself iinder the orders of the 
Count. Vigtenstein was too well aware of his 
value, to allow him to remain a day without an em- 
ployment adequate to his high military abilities. 
He therefore despatched him instantly to his right 
flank, to cover it Irom any attack the enemy might 
make } and that one might be meditated, was evi- 
dent from certain dispositions made by a strong body 
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tX BavariflAti nttder General W«dis, who wer« at 
Aat trnie ii) ttte neighbourhood of Ddckchitzi. 
Mowev{T, the links which formed the circle of the 
Russian army might move themselves, still the chain 
■ ifta complete : hofteVet- thfe shattered divisions of 
the French army might extend themselves in their 
flight, still they were held withlh the ring of dieir 
ehemies. There appeared not dn avenue of escape. 
The French soldier seemed to have nothhig now to 
do, hut to surrender or to die. 

' To force Napoleon to one of these alternatives Was 
flow the object of the Rnssian generals ; and before 
many days Count Vigtensteiii, seconded by I^atoff 
and the advanced guard of the main army, had the 
glory of striking a severe blow towards his destruc- 
tion, on the banks of the Berezina. The final stroke 
Was left to the arms of the heroes of the Danube 
and their intrepid chief. 

The <;orps of Oudinot and Victor took their rapid 
maf ch towards Borrisoff. The wretched division of the 
latter was supposed to form the rear-g-uafd of the once 
fbmiidahle grand army. General Vigtensteia follow- 
ed these troops through Tcherie to Hobpolichi, while 
his advanced guard under General Vlastotf followed 
the general pursuit, and fell in with a part of the 
enemy at the village of Batoui-y. This rear divi- 
sion Was commanded by General Dentelne. Vla». 
toff attacked it without a halt, overturned ^vety op- 
position, ahd saw its dispersed members fly befijre 
bnn iti every direction. He pureued them for f*rd 
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days, during which tteie lie inade General Denteliie 
his prison^, with forty officers, and two thousand 
mau. 

' On finding the enemy retreat in snoh haste, and 
in sneh numbers, General Yigtenstein made a move- 
ment from the city of Holopolichi, to his right, to- 
wards the village of Barftni, in order to cut off their 
escape by Lepel, and to enable himself to act upon 
Vesseiovo and Stoudentzl. At these two places the 
fiig^itives had collected in great multitudes, and were 
then constructing bridges over the Berezina, the old 
ones having been broken down to prevent their pas- 
sage. At one of these points he could not doubt 
that Buonaparte kbust be himself; and aware that 
the faalf-frbzeh state of the river must render the 
erection of bridges a difficult task, he hoped to in- 
tercept the VRiMt: MOVER of the "World's dis- 
cord, at one or other of these bridges. ' To this 
end he senbinstant advice to Flatoff, not to delay a 
moment, but to puA forward with all expedition to- 
wards Borrisoff. Vigtenstein accompanied these 
orders with his own movement from Barani to Koss- 
tritzi. From thence, in the afternoon of the 26th, 
he came down upon Staroy-Borrisoff, a short way 
from Stoudentzi. By the rapidity of this march, 
and its disposition, he completely cut off Marshal 
Victor from th6 point at which he aimed; and to- 
tally destroyed the various parties of other fugitives 
Uiat lined the way to Stoudentzi. Not a moment 
was given them to form. The Russian ai-titlery at 
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once opened th^r flaming mouUiB, and pouring 
grape and shot upon them they were drove from 
every quarter into one concentrated mass of terror 
and of death. Columns of Russian infantry spread 
themselves along the bank of the river, presenting 
an instimiountable barrier against them who would 
have attempted to cross. Four hours did the torrent 
of destruction, from cannon and from musketry, 
shower upon the heads of these devoted men, coop- 
ed up wiihm a narrow circle, and almost unresisting. 
They could not fight, but they attempted to fly. 
No avenue could be found ; and Count Vigtenstein, 
feeling for the distress of even so ruthless an enemy, 
sent a flag of truce to their general, telling him, that 
as no hopes of retreat were left, he must instantly ' 
surrender, or see his whole division abandoned to. 
the rage of the Russian soldiers. For afew minutes 
hesitation seemed ready to precipitate these devoted 
people to the horrible fate of merciless extirpation ; 
but in the moment of their doubt, and of the impa- 
tience of the indignant victors, the invincible chief 
of the Don and his followei's, made their appearance, 
and decided the council of war. They gave them- 
Helves up to the clemency of Vigtenstein, laying 
down their arms, and, in the ^irrender, put into his 
hands the fiour generals, Billiard, De Lettre, Kamuse, 
and Btamont. |^n the conflict, the Russians had 
taken thirty oflicers and .one thousand men prisoners; 
but the capitulation, besides the generals named 
Abore» aa^memed the list with the addition of five 
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colonels, two hundred and thirty-nine olHcers, and 
seven thousand eight hundred soldiers. Three pieces 
of cannoQ, two standards, and a vast quantity of 
baggage, were also taken ; but the trophy of the 
greatest consequence, was the seizure of two whole 
regiments of cavalry, in excellent condition ; the 
one had arrived to Victor, from the Duchy of Berg, 
and the other wad composed of fresh Saxons, 

Buonaparte not having been found in the one spot, 
no time was lost in seeking him at the other; and 
immediately on the submission of the enemy under 
the Generals Billiard, &c. Flatoff was despatched by 
the way of Borrisoff to the opposite shore, to join 
Admiral Tchitchagoff, and in conjunction with him, 
to fall upon the grand fagilive, if he should have 
been so fortunate as to have passed, by any means, 
over the river. 

While the Hetman pursued his order. Count Vig- 
tenstein proceeded to attack the other branch of the 
enemy, even in the act of crossing the Berezina. 
Two hridges had .been completed, the one neai" 
Stoudentzi, and the other near Vesselovo. Hei-e, 
indeed, was Napoleon. The opposite shore was 
Zembino. The instant the work was passable, the 
impatient Emperor of the French ordered over a 
sufficient number of his guards to render the way 
tolerably safe from immediate molestation ; and the 
moment that was ascertained, he followed with his 
suite and principal generals, a promiscuous crowd 
of soldiers pressing after- bim. The bridge was 
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hardly cleared of his weight, and of that of hi>i cbosen 
companioas, when the rush of fbgitiVes reoloubledt 
No order could be kept with the hordes that poured 
towards its passage for escape and life, for the Ros- 
nans were ia their rear; the thander of Vigtemtein 
irab rolling over their heads. No pen can desoihe 
the ooniusioD and the horror of the scenes which 
ensued. The French army had lost its rear^^ard, 
and they found themselves at once exposed to all 
the operations of the vengeful eneiby. On the 
right and on the left there was no escape ; camion, 
bayonets, and sabres, menaced them on every hide; 
certain deaUi was on their t-ear; in their front alone 
was there any hope of safety j and, frantic with the 
desperate alternative, thousands upon thousands flew 
towards the Berezina, some plunging into, the river, 
but most directing their steps to the newly-con- 
stmcted bridges, which seemed to ofier them a pas- 
sage from their enemies. Misery had long disor- 
ganized the French army, and in the present dismay, 
• no voice of order was heard; the tamolt was tre- 
mendous, was destructive of each other, as the de- 
fpairing wretches pressed foi*ward and struggled for 
precedence in the moment of escape. 

Yigtenstein stood in horror, viewing this chaos of 
boman misery ; to close it at once in death or in 
capitulation was the wish of his brave heart : bat 
the enemy was frantic ; nothing could be heard but 
tbe roar of cannon and the cries of despair. The 
woiHided and Uie dying covered the surface of die 



:dbvGoogIe 



ground; the sunivors mshed ih wild ftiry upoa 
tiieif aflrigfhted comrades on the bridges. They 
could not penetrate, but only press apoU a crowd at. 
the nearest extremity j for the whole bodies of theee 
passages were so filled with desperate fugitives, thaC 
they crushed on each other to suffocation and t6 
death. Trains of artillery, baggage, cttTalryj and 
waggons of all kinds, bein^ intermixed and drii'eA 
pell-mell to one point, hundreds of human beings 
were trodden down, Iranipled on, torn and mashed 
to pieces. OiBcera and soldier* were mingled in 
One mass ; self-preservation was the only stiniulns, 
and- seeking that, many a despairing wretch preci- 
pitated his comrade to destruction^ that he might 
Arid his place on the Iwidge. Thousands fell into 
the river, thousands threw themselves into the hide- 
ous stream, hoping to save themselves by swim- 
ming, but in a few minutes they were jammed 
amidst the blocks of ice which rolled along its flood, 
and either killed in the concussion, or trozen to 
death by the extremity of the Cold. Tlte air re- 
sounded with the yells and shrieks (it was sooie- 
thing more ItorriHe than cries) of the dying, wound- 
ed, and drowning; bat they Were only heard i% 
intervals, for one continued roar seemed to fill the 
heavens, of the Russian artillery pouring Its floods 
of deathfiil retribution on the b^adi of the desolators 
of its country. Welcome indeed were the deaths 
it sent ; few were his pangs who fell by the ball op 
the sabi'e, compared with his torture who i»y , 
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saangled beneath the crowding feet of his com- 
rades, who expired amid the crashing horrors of a 
world of ice. But the despair of these fated 
wretches was not yet complete. The head which 
had^plauned alt these evils had not yet exhausted its 
fa^acfaery ; the bridges, groaning beneath the weight 
of ^eir loads, were to be fired ! The deed was 
done; and still crowd upon crowd continued to 
{vess each other forward, choking up tlie passage 
amid bursting 'flames, scorched and frozen at 
t^e same instant, till at length the whole sunk 
with a death-like noise into the bosom of the Be- 
rezina. 

This desperate expedient prevented Vigtenstein 
.from immediately crossing to the other side to par- 
sue those which had escaped; but having so far 
done his part, he did not doubt but that the rest 
would be achieved by his coadjutors on the oppo- 
site shore. 

It is scarcely possible to calculate accurately the 
amount of the enemy that were lost on this dread- 
ful occasion ; certainly, more than five thousand w^re 
killed, and ne^Iy the same number drowned. 
Thirteen thousand prisoners, with many officers of 
every rank, were taken, and sent by the Russian 
General into his rear. He also took fifteen pieces 
of cannon, and baggf^e of every description, filled 
with the pillage of Moscow, and the sacking of 
other Russian cities. ' The booty nearly covered the 
space of half a square mile, and so closely were 
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-the cat-riages which contaiaed it, wedged together, 
that it was impossible for either a faorse or a man to 
find a way through them. Several colours and 
eagles were taken amidst the spoils : but the trophy 

' which would "have crowned all, and whose captivity 
wonld have given the world peace, had escaped! 
and the brave follower^ of Yigteiistein looked to the 
army of the Danube to put the TrouhUr of the 
Earth into their hands. 

All this havoc could not be made on any people, 
however paralysed by terror, withoutsome desperate 
resistance; and accordingly during these three or 
four tremendous days, the French did make some 
shew of opposition, but in a desultory and unmilitary 
manner. Not more than two thousand men fell on 
the part of Count Vigtenstein. 

As soon as that General discovered that Buona- 
parte bad crossed the Berezina, he despatched the 
GeneraNaide-de-camp KoutousoiF towards Lepel, , 
charging him to pass the river there, and come down 
upon tlie flank of the enemy on the opposite side. 
Meanwhile, he ordered a detachment under Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Tetteoborne to move against the Ba- 
varians at Dockscbitzi. These commands were 
punctually obeyed. Tettenborne reached the Ba- 
varian rear-guard, which he attacked and defeated, 
making twenty-six officers prisoners, with one 
thousand men. This success and the occupation of 
Dockscbitzi, completely separated Wrede's corps 
from the fugitive array, and cut off from that army 
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all hofi^ of strengtlyeQiag its ediAHisted ranks wUh 
additional troopiiy uatil it m^ht reach tlie trQutiecs 
of Pftland. Hope dared hardly rest upoo the pnM- 
pcct^ for those frontieni seamed aow dicided from 
them^by a world of horrors, whose least terrible 
apparttiop vasthatof Death- 



During tb« conflagration of tbe bridges, mid 
pursued by the horrible shrieks of his deserted peo- 
ple perishio^ in the flames, Buonaparte speeded on 
his flight till the wind no longer kMrougbt the sounds 
to his ear. Oudioot, and the g'oicrals which, were 
his companions, and the guard* who yet afforded 
him protection, followed bis steps into a deep wood 
on the left bank of the Berezina,, oear the t'iltage 
Tchatchovo, ajad leading to Brilovo. Here, in iti 
closest recesses, he sought a temponury covert for 
his fears and his shame. The greater mass of fugi^ 
tives, the thousand victinis of his ambition, mho 
h.ad desperately forced their way oyer the bridges 
before they were set op fire,, having aisp gained the 
opposite shore, ran in cvowds towards stj^iilar places 
of refuge, aad hid themselves behind the. tbiekets, 
and under the trees, which sfffead every where upoa 
tbe margin of this river. 

@u,t these hapless wretches did boI p.^^ to th^U 
belter uQob^rved. Night altHiepreye(it«d the j^ft 
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ties of Tohkchagoff from driving tfaem back 'vako 
the water ; for, aotil its shadows covered them irom 
their eaeiBies, the Russian guns and musketry 
poiured' upon their heads, aod strewed the line of 
their flight with -the dead bodies of their compa- 
nioas. .' -, 

The next day (the 3Sth of Noventbo') the brave 
Admiral bore down upon the last array of the eqemy. 
That any should be attempted after such countless 
defeats, and such complete destruction, seemed as 
vain -as surpiising; but Napoleon had one more 
point to gain, and the spectre of an army was there- 
fore raised to stand between his last recreant act and 
the eyes of his pursuers. 

During the night the poor fugitives had been col- 
lected into the semblance of a force ; and what 
artillery and baggage they had saved, being ga- 
thered into one point, they were tc^d that if they 
hoped to reach the Polish frontiers, they roust exert 
themselves like t«ue soldiers, and make them- 
selves a' way to Wilna ; for tlhe road by Minsk was 
too thickly covered by the enemy to aUow of even 
an attempt. The French Generals might- exhort 
and issue their commands for some shew of order;, 
but it was to a desperate multitude they ^>oke, no 
loDgw to a disciplined army ; and no att^tion wft» 
paid to their- ord«-s. 

In this terrible dilemma, the enemy heapd once 
more the Russian gOHs. The forces of TchitchagoflT 
were impatient to give tha final blow to tl^ir merci- 
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leis adrersurias ; endtfaeSreof IheirtMubetrykept 
time with the showers of balls -which the artillery 
hurled OD tiw falliog ranks of the enemy. The 
Fr«neh Generab were in despair : they were seen 
galtoping' to and fro, endeavouring^ to animate by 
their example, or force by their threats, the ex- 
huisted courage of their soldiers. Ney rode anumgst 
them, calliag to the men who seemed to have th6 
most power, to remember the days of their victories 
and glory. Mortier and Victor, and several others, 
followed him with similar excitements, . but all in 
vain ; the men were resolved and sidlep : they 
would fight man to man for their own lives, but no 
more battles for the author of their miseries ! 

Oudioot had been more successful in his exhorta- 
tions ; but in the moment of bis bringing* up an ill- 
' assorted band of dismouuted cavalry and inffuitry to 
oppose to a battalion of Rpssians who were charging 
forward in grf at force, he received a shot in his side, 
,which placed him hoi's de oomhat, and afforded his 
reluctant follawers a good excuse to take him and 
themselves into the rear. 

While this extraordinary and bloody .scene was 
going forwai-d, tbe chief of all these horrors seized 
the opportunity, and, screened by tbe tumult of the 
slaughter (for it was no more a conflict!) moved off 
with his chosen few towards Pletcliinieho^i ! 

, Having again bad the gxwd fortune t& escape tbe 
guns uid the hands of his enemies, he set at. nought 
all lives bi^ his own*. SLai tptaJly abandoned every 
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idnef lnii|dDf( amy «ttetaipt to aava aa iftdiridwd* 
or an article, belonging to his OQce vact ami^ 
Ba(HHipart£ was now the sole object in BuoBa|>art^'s 
nuBd; Buonaparte witboat faith^ without hooonjr, 
without courage! In this ^irit, so worthy of » 
tyvaai, he kft the few perishing thousands who ha4 
gUEvived 1^ wreck of his amhiUon, to the utmoat 
yigoiH of their fate. 

For some hours after his desertion, his generaly 
itrbnt to keep up the appearance, at least, '^ a re- 
sirtaaoe t» the triumphaQt career of thor ottemies ; 
abd by tfiia r^our on their side, time was affiirded 
him to iBake bis fli^ more distant, and therefitni 
mora secare. But thdr utmost eKertions aoald ag^ 
ofmtinae vei^ long to oppose the force of the Snsr 
nan troop*, aad dw enfeebled state of timr onni; 
(hhI at taut they found tiiciiMelvea compelled to tska to 
Sight, wh^ thcar wretched foUowersagvin brtdce into 
scattered multitudes, and fled in every direotioa 
into ifae forests, along the roads, and over the dis- 
tant wastes. In short, there was no poiot to whidi 
tbey chd not direct tiieir frantic steps, whtte th^ 
nright hope t» avioid the sabres and pikes of their 



Daring dns carnage, Tchitchagoff had girea 
orders to throw some pentocai-bridg^ across the 
Beveztna, to accelenUe the advance of Cwot Vig'' 
tensfeeitt. This was ^wedily done, and the viotorioiu 
Count was soon by the side of bis brave oosii^utor. 
By a paraUel movement on the Adininl's dgfat* 
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liis eager troopft puntied the '^a»nil ol^eet, ia mot- 
cert with the army of the Daoube. 

The General-aide-de-camp Koutoosoff, together 
with: btB ftbte colleagues, GenerabBcMMxidiD and T^ 
tenhofDe, received oi-ders to push on fromi the neigh- 
bourhood of Vilyky, even to beyond Wilaa, to de- 
stroy the bridges as they passed, and, if possible, to 
intercept the flying Napoleon before, he, could reac^ 
the Neimen. 

CkiUDt Platoff, in full houra ! with hii cloods <^ 
Dohskoy heroes, followed the fugitive with blood 
and slaughter, along tbexoads leading toMolodet- 
chino and Smbi^oi. Tdutehagttif's advanced- 
^uard, under Major-General Tdiaplitx, movttd 
in the same direction; whilst that of the main 
army, under Miloradovitch, Iwoug^ up the train. 
In tbis: dittpoBiti(m was almo&t the whole tnilk* 
4ary strength of Kussia in fall cheoe of. their in* 
radersv- 

- Whilst this acoumnlatioo of distress and disgrace 
was orerwhelming the remains of the Freaoh 
army, its fugitive chief was endeaTburing by evecy 
lui^terfiige of falsehood, to coMceail from Vkatati^ and 
hJR allies its ruined condition. Even his own gtne^ 
rals at Wilna were kept in igworaDOe of his com- 
pfate discomfiture; and it , was not until the dearth 
of- intelligence from' the grand army ci'eated in 
them -some alarai, and the information that-MuisJc 
was ^rrounded by the army of the.-Dan^t>e tifuck 
them with a couvictioa of disaster, that they ha4 
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aity suspicioa of tbe universal dfe&air tbeir mbsbet 
had sustaioed,. 

It is related, but I do not affirm it as a fact^ 
tlrat after twelve days of suspense, dimng which no 
information . whatever arrived from Budnafwrti, 
Maret despatched a yoan'g^ Folander, di8gaiBed:as a 
woman, towards the probable position of the Frencki' 
Afler an absence of five days, he at length found his 
way back, but it was by tbridiogf a thoosand maze». 
filled with the pursuing enemy; and he brought - 
with him a true statement of the case. . If tlria. 
anecdote be true, Mar^t was too. well versed in hir 
master'ii will to make the fact public ; for, ; ahoirt 
this very timd he published a gazette at Wilna, im- 
pnting'thBt Napoleon was moving- along the bfanks.' 
of the Berezina at the head of' the main body oC: 
his army, while tbe rest remained in good garrison 
at Smolenzk-; and to complete the tale, it was 
added, that the Russians were so overpowered- in- 
every (quarter, that the army of the Datiube was the. 
only remnant to be destroyed. When that affair 
was over, the Emperor and King would then ' pro-., 
ceed in full glory to Wilna ! 

While Maret thus attempted to veil the disasters 
of Buonaparte, he was equally active iu'teyiug to 
avert the worst consequences. WiUi this intention 
he despatched General Loison; (who had aome time 
Iwfore arrived from Kooingsberg with ten thousand 
men) towards Oschmiani, to cover ^ flying army. 
BB 2 
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B«t ike «nl w» too great fer so small a power to 
stem. The sword of the enemy, and the " arrowy 
s)ttt" of the inQiMntnt nigteii, reduced them to 
lea* than thnts tboiuaBd men , before they cams 
ifithin sight of ^dr fugitive oomrmdes. 

The wfff was long and disastroos between the 
banks of die Berezina and the Polish' fixu^era. 
There was nowhere a stand, hot an nneeafflng 
chase from tii»t river's brink to the passage of the 
Neimeii' Prisoners, arms, rtandards, baggage, 
fmery where feli into the hands of the pursuers, 
N^iung can better depict the extreme i^andon- 
mcai of hope, and the ^cessire misery of the 
enen^ ^ring this dreadfiil period, than a ktt^ 
whidi one of the brave Hossiaos, then in pursuit, 
addrassod to a rcte.tion in St. Petfsrsburgh. 

-'fTfaoQgli besieged with miserieR, and assuled 
with all thf fogy of oar caonm and our bayoiwts, 
it is eertam that nearly ftnly thousand of our mer- 
tatess invaders escaped to the neaivst bank of .the 
Bsr^ina. But^iere, even in the moment in which 
Uiey believed themselves, safe, they m«t their des- 
tmcition; they pkan^ed in to gun the opposite 
sbor«, i^nd.many of tfaera met the death frooa which 
ibsy tied, in the cold breast of the river, in tbe 
direft]} flames'which rolled along its surface. 

** They who escaped the flood and the conflagra- 
tion we^e Dpt mora secure, for aU nature seemod t* 
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6ght against them. Heaven itself appeared t* 
had hi last bolt opon their saerilegidus bead8» by 
mcreoiaDg the cold to a degree tbat was aimoA 
intolerable to the best defended ; but to those whm 
had no covering it was suffering worse than . tl^ 
tortares of the rack. 

" It was at this crisis, when nearly deprived of 
the power of morring, they abandohed their g[1ui^ 
baggage, and arms, and throwing thetoaelvee upofe 
the drifting snows, galled on t^ blast to etid Aeir 
miseries. Then rising in frantic despair, ^y'raa 
howling amongst each other, exclaiming aloiid 
against their betrayer, and demanding des^ at the 
hands of their equally distracted cwnpaatMA. 
Thousands of Uiese poor wretvbfs were nearijr 
naked; ievr had either shoe, or boot, orpaotatoan 
to protect their freezing limbs. Many had «iiie». 
Toured to shield th«a from the severity of th« w«i(- 
ther, by wrapping about them the raw bides, tb«y 
h6A stripped from their perished homes. Others 
covered their bodies with old watUngt eaav^s, w^- 
nwn's clothes, priest's v^^metits, or any btbef thing 
Hiat tnigte assist in sheltering their ,«nMicia£ed 
ftanies from the piercing wind, add A frost that 
aeened to rat into their sotils. Happy «as be who 
had been M hidcy as to have puriuined from tbm 
fduDdered oountryinaa his winter fiheep-^in, or 
saved a pelisBe from the geuefal pillage! Officers 
and nien shar^ in the same weVrt of oovdri^g. 
The wntched frt^imeota Which decenogr mmM still 
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mriiJp wound them wece< tattered into a handrd 
iln'eels; but from the iackinencies of the irooiseai- 
Mn. there was do shelter. ' Thoiwands became be- 
nnmbed'aDd stupiBed; many dropped in siteiiae 
iiitoithe grasp of death; others moved on tbe^ 
gradually freeziDg bodies, moauing 'their- pangs, 
and dirsing the name of him and' all bis race who 
Jiad brought them into such depths-of unimaginable 
Iminan' fiiiffering. ■ ' r 

1 -^ Every cor|>s, and every rank of officw, pstt"- 
took of the general distrest. The guards, once 
ithe proud <favoQrite8 of their proudest chief, -were 
'alike Uiei spoii - <of the angry elements^ were 
•kJike exposed to nakedness and privation. Their 
^ay caparisons were changed into loathsome rags; 
:and, a prey to every evil of -squalid wretchednesi, 
-to hunger and to cold, they dropped' do\f n dead iti 
-lieaps, groaning out the reproaches their tdngnes 
j»^re tAo feeble to utter. 

" Defence was now totally out of the question. 
Flight, not escape, was their obj«;t; (or none pos- 
vessed within himself sufficient strength to promise 
bim an exi^iice of many hodrs. It \(«s not Hfe 
'they- sought, but relief from the agonied effear. 
An andefina:ble terror hung on the imidAf'the fo- 
^inisbed wretch w}io, stretched on th^ cbilNng sno^, 
called' fervently on death to release bim froin<'his 
misery, ^veh^ in this statei let but the qiuipile cry 
of tAe CoiMtcr / be sounded in his ear, and it would 
bisoffictentto arouse bim to teni^rary eoepgy c -a 
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thoQiand srould partake' his d<^ad;.aiid i^d^oly 
vpreadiog themselves id flight, they, woald every - 
TvhHc darken the ntows with their flyiijig shadows, 
and till the air with their despairing shrieks. , In 
ihis state, some thonsiands would be ina4e prisoo^^ 
to a haad of perhaps no paore than a hondj^d 
Cossacs. . ; ; 

,' '" The road on which this ruined army mov£4 
nvas roQgh with their dead, who, helped po e^c^ 
.other, shewed through the un^^reti surface pf the 
snow their grisly . and disfigvr^d visages, their >p^ 
Tishibg and dispie^beredbodi^f and all the h<»Tid 
vat-iety of death inflicted by want, and paiq, a^ 
tfae^fiword. ,,:_,,;,., 

'.' Every Imouac, at the- downing ^. iporaingv i:^ 
sembles rather the ;Consiequence8 pf, a sapgujn^i^ 
cooflit^ than a night's rest. Cold and fatigne-ke- 
ouinbed m«)y .into their last repose;, but scart?^^ 
did the hand of .death: close th^ir eyes befor^th^jr 
became aepoil; nay, even, whilst they.y«t, l^r^attte4, 
their comrades would seize on their espiriog bifdies, 
and strip them of their nagged coverings t9 ^feod 
themselves.- Vast are. the circles, of the pei;ish^ 
th^y leave .bahiDd them, in th^e 'dismal > nigljt 
: watches; :and when they jovceed in thi? i(^rninf, 
tfaene is sotbitig. before theot bpt ^; similar fatp. 
'Desperate witb oold they set every, house aud bam 
-QD fire. in> th^ir .way, iu order to alleviate with the 
•beat the pangs. which rack th^r jpints. But the 
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iM^ hast«il to die bWzing; soette to lOojoy a iiew 
itaom^nts' WatuMii; t»ttt ihN; IteTing stntigth to 
l-etire with sufieitot 8p«ed ir^m \hb ioflaence Qf tfae 
fiatMs when ttiey become eotni^ecHKi theiy fall a 
t»rey to their 'fatyt tttid tb# raim c^ the Mimiag: 
licHues are surroanded with the expiring' remains of 
ttieir hdplfeas connimtfrs. Many ^ those who. 
' ttecapfe initoediate ije^actim froui Hkt fli«» icarred 
hy iti iiaabffii, biarskeoed in parts by thiB snu^e, 
kbd pale as thfe sbow itself; ran^e ti>«iD8elT«ft like a 
iu/A of gtmstli|F spectres upon die ItfcJess bodies of 
ttvetr eoontrymen, and there retnarift in motiofilesB 
apathy till the benumbing hand of doatfa ^^eals 
tff iieg;Tees ufitota their vitals, and ^y fell amid 
ttiE icy and scorched owpses of ^eir ooaradcs. 

*' Kambers baring their lebt frozea Had half 
ttwtified, v/etK reduced to a state «f iom^te 
1i«lt)tessilete, ahd being left opdn thfe road, vtie 
forced to abiuidon theduelTes to ihc daath, thejr 
itiiight otherwise faavie averted iot yet mme days. 
In tiibse ttay^, nofr a^ avielly cut ctf fron tiiesr 
trance of prolonged ezistenoe, soon soceoiff 
tt^giit ai^vf^! The idea al<^e scetMd i^^petk a 
'hope, ijf wkcfa they wo-e itresistibly Ijeprivad; and 
^eir dec^ir broke otft tti cries of tile bitterest aljir 
gtrish vit «^ a lalDentati6ii«f nd«<l eatiillMDe, that 
))ar%zed the ifearer, and ttiade Min ^ifaadd liie ua- 
Aith<tii!toablQ depth of the ]^erd)lie^ im wluch tbt 
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Miehwod 4^ the FmoA leader fa«d ^bngfed Us tOe 
ooafid40t:fdllof(«rfl. , 

" Midtitodea of tbeaa deatkte fiigittvfes loMt their 
bpeecb, oliieis were seized with phtenzyt and many 
^ere so muddco^ by \he extremes of [min 'a&d 
Inm^^, that tfiey feope .4he d6ad .bodicb of their 
OMnradeft into pieocs, and feasted «|Iob their t4* 
jRaans. 

*f Bctt 1 will oat atten^ a farthbr ennoMratMi 
<rf the Tari«tic» «f hauan viadriefl I hate aeeo. 
atHy Iboao who have witocMcd sHcb cxlrenlria ef 
dUrtiwBSt ean fertn any idka t>f the borrors 2 hart 
left yirt QDtoM iftf die bideecis spectaclti exhibiWd 
between: th^ Berenna and the N^iimd« and whoe^ 
|iAarihi'foriinisci<i*ti iB^oot to be Anind in tiie awudi 
Uf the wviU.!' 



Tobe aearor the goal of his glorious nuse^ in 
t^< iWreer after the most ratbleRS enemy that ever 
urtadfd a brave people, Fidd-Marshal Koutousoff 
^r^iMHFed hi* <head-q|uanteni from Ravenitzi to Koa 
y^fisiaa. H« node the movement on the 4th of 
JDctcemhert 

Tcbitchsigoff cpsftioued ia -fill) poimit, MBora; 
Aivitdbi the aame, and the aain aruty followed with 
Nutr^rable 2^1 the ste^ of ita advano^ T^ 
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iKvisidn under GoniM; Ogerefsky, havui^ prot 
ceeded in a parallel direction -with itit left wingv 
arrived in full force af -the ta^n oP Volsbiae. 
. Meanwhile, Buonapiuti continued his flight; and 
*t Sdaorgoni, finding' a favourable mooient present 
itulf for -his complste dia^pearaikcer.fae appointed 
-Uivat his tieutMbot-gcueral and CoaunandeT'ia- 
chiefof the army ; and then puttini<^ on a dis^^uM^ 
' tti^e with Catdiacopit iqto a wrttcbed sfec^, and 
-proeeeded' over the snows as t)wiilJy.a« his fean 
«Dald mrfy him tbwapds Wannivr. On the 13tli 
hti paiHied ^roD^h Wilna with' hardljr 4 nuaote's 
idelay ; and' on tite eyeningf of tbe 30^ tibeltered h^ 
liead' in safe^^ ia ihie. VoUtit capital L-. :The final 
escape of IfeJMleon waskDowbtoa-iTery'few.only^ 
for some time after it was effected; 'bid affhe.sbitf 
through Wilna he found it expedient to see Mareft 
The conference did not last many minutes, and 
then he departed with 'as' liiii^ secrecy and haste 
as if a pursuer were in every gale. Thus did this 
presumptuous man, whom an infatuated people had 
i'aised to be Ihei* tVrant, and-wbo, iiot conteht'Whh 
Xhe sovereignty of half Europe, aspired t^'univentfU 
idominion; thus did he pass from Kuasift,^the last 
object of his ambition, in obscuiity and dishonour ; 
lifad thus did he desert, in their eTttrenvest need^- ihb 
people whom he called his subjects, and who baj 
confided'to him their liberties and their Hves ! Xjn- 
fair'and ci'uel as the French' a^my were -in ^&t 
modes vf warfare w^ the people oMUissia, it is 
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^ justice to sa;]r, that in no instance, till they w^cM 
parftlyzQd by sufferio^, did the meanest indiTidnal 
in ifae French rank^. shrink from meeting the foe; 
ftnd in every situationof perll> and desertion of their 
leader^ d'd his generi^U conduct themselves -^ilh 
the steady valour of true soldiers. . Buotiaparti 
alone proved himself a slave in spirit. Had be.p(»- 
sessed a ^ul Worthy the coafidence reposed in 
him, on the bridge of Berezina he would havw 
died. 

Platoff, T^haplitz, ^d the other Russian gfene- 
Fals, with their advanced corps, proceeded witli 
^iieat speed, gathering thousands of prisoners, can- 
non, baggage, and ammunition waggoosi, in their 
path. Large convoys of' the latter, with provision*, 
had Wiet) despatched' from Wilna to meet there* 
treating Fi%nch, and hence augmented the spoil of 
.the Russians. . . 

When.Platoff entered Oschiamani, befell in witli 
tbelrediaining three thousand of Loison's corps, 
which be instantly cut ia pieces, and took, from 
them twenty-fife pieceti tif cuinoo. Near Smer- 
gonl, Tchaplitz came up with the small pretension 
to »^rea^-gnard whidi theencsBy had made,; by 
.slew't^m to a many and sixty-one pieces ^of ..can- 
B«u fell into his bands.. Finding the road qmi» 
i^n, he next puobcdonto Wi)na,4nd,arnved at 
jta environs on the 10th,' He .bad the si^i^facti^n 
of meeting at the same l-endezvous large bodies of 
bis brave comitrymen, who had already reached it. 
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mder tlw ^mnaads of Sesfllavin, lAnskby, and 
btfaw Geuer^s who were freah from a neW vitftMry 
gained over a corps of French cavalry which had 
presented itself bef<ftre ' Hie town. Six giHu and 
Otte standard bad been taken in this affair ; but the 
victors did not think themselves in snfiicient force 
to follow up their advantage by pushing on to die 
city, until they could besnpported by Tchitcbagoff's 
tnMp». 

As soon as Tchaplitz came upon the ground he 
- tttttujked the enemy in the A^urbs, bod, aitee some 
lligiit resistance drove them ont in disorder, md 
tilted their quarters with his own battalions. Thte 
ktrokd was decinve, for on entering Ike ci^ next 
ttxmring (the lltb) he found the last ranks of ^ 
onemy in the act of abandoning it. They bad 
taken iheit measures in mch hatMe and confusion, 
that nothing had been destroyed. Vast naga^nes, 
Ailed with all kinds of stores, and upwards of thirty 
pieces of cannon, ' biecame the property of the Rus- 
tfiHab. The French sick too, in great number, 
«et« left to the m^cy of their enemies. 

After the afiair at Oschimiani, Platctf directed his 
yhpid course to the left of Wilna, towards tlie Kttvna 
Mad, ^reading Ms Oossaes all over thd couatry t« 
*Ae bhere of the Neimeo. The Oeoeral-bide^ 
-batep Koutous4^«di^ted the same [4an on the right 
of ^ city, strfftching his people in the directioB 
t^ WtHcemir, to j^vent ibb escbpe of Macdonidd^ 
cei^.' 
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Meanwliii^ the Achnind. laept up cjcna toilu 
adranoe-i^ard, aqd at the distance of a few wenta 
Irom Wil[)a made the following report, dated Np* 
lumber 29tb, O. & (Pec. llih, N. S.) 

** Ever since the 17th of November, (0. B.) i 
hare with UBceasing- vigilance pursued the flyings 
eaemjt, allovring him repose neither day oer night. 
During the first day or tvo our puriott was a little 
checked by his having broken down the bridges, 
but the^tiertion of a.few hoars restored us a paiwge, 
and by forced marches we sodn gained upon cud 
object. The advanced guard did not lose sight 
of him for an- instant ; coming up and defeati^ 
him continually in a variety of eocountws ; daily 
taking from him numbers of cannon, and niakiog- 
l^soaeiY to the muQUot of some thousands, besides 
ftuK^pg his harassed troops to march during tfa* 
night. 

** Fnnu the passage of the Berezina, until the 
arrival of the Imperial troopB at Wilna, we have 
imrselves taken one hundred . and fifty pieces of 
eapnoD, more than seven hundred ammunition wag- 
goni(» and so considerable a quantity of baggage^ 
that the whole road for a great distance in covered 
with it. Two standards, with' several genera^:, 
and many tbowand prisoners, are also in oar hands. 

" The rear-guard of the enemy was attaokad 
and dejitrayed, and the e^cts hare been so s»ioua 
t» him, diat •rer stnoe the utmost confusfMi »ni 
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laMmnnng: has prerrailed anumgBi Ins trb^a Ttey 
drop bottHy from fanuDe and fatig^, or id despaiiv 
cry aloud to surrender. 

" Xbe loss to the enemy is- not less than thirty 
.thoasand men. The road is covered with killed and 
wounded, frozen and dying-. The dlvinevengeance 
falls wo heavily on these barbaroos wretches, that 
they berome victims in hundreds to the flenses 
theinseWes have lighted to destroy the dwellings of 
the [>ea8antry ; and they al-e found frozen to death 
in the very houses they have sacked and despoiled of 
their doors and windows. 

" Oor advance on entering Wilna did not allow 
tk^ enemy time to remove any Uiing-from the city. . 
Independent of all th^ has been mentioned before, 
of our spoil, great acquisitions were made there in 
cannon and stores. Amongst the sick and wounded 
who had been abandoned, were found several gene-: 
rals; Saiontschiki and Lefebre are of the number, - 

**■ My advanced guard pursued the enemy with- 
flUt cea»ng. General Tchaplitz has particularly 
distingui^ed himself, as much by vigilance and io- 
defatigable zeal, as by bis excellent military nrrange- 
ments. , . 

« Alt aide-de-camp of Marshal DavoDst's was* 
taken at Oschimiani, having been left by the Mar- ' 
shal to await the arrival of his rear-^uard, aad ta 
ascertain the number of troops in pursuit. Bat Ae 
rear-guard having been destroyed, this young officer 
wns surprised by seeing, instead of it, the Rustiaa 
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advance^lrtei* tbetown. He was in amazetneDt, 
and could not conceive what had become of the 
trpopshe had expected. . • ,» 

., " The prisoners aHHore-Qie that Napoleoo can DO 
Jonger conceal tl^ critieal state of his sitoatioQ i 
that the reu^ains of Ijie ariny, hitrassed .yvith fatigue 
luid starvation, ^o not merely murmur,, but loudly 
threaten even to revenge theqis^Ives on. the author 
of all these miseries. During the latter.days of th« 
pursuit, w« have taken many of bis guards. Indeed, 
xv^ are so near, that I have often occupied the same , 
quarters which he had quitted but a few hours before., 
^vecil times he has not. been farther from us than 
the interval which divided the cannonades between 
tl(e respective rear and vanguards." . . 

. ^he Admiral followed Tchaplttz with bis main 
body, and next day the head quarters of Koutousoff 
were establi^^hed at Wilna. On the 8th they b^ 
been at Molodetchino, on the 9th at Smorgoni, on - 
the lOth at OachimiaTii, and on the l'2th atWiloA. 
, No sooner were the trQOps of his Imperial Alajesty. 
entered into the city, than they were hailed by the 
most rapturous acclamations. .Long live the Em- 
peror Alexander! resounded from every (juaiter ; 
and the inhabitants, with the eloquence of nature, 
expressed their joy at being restored to the mild go- 
vernment of a j'list and beneficent prince. 

Two days after his arrival at Wilna, the Field- 
marshal made the folbwing statement to the. Em- 
peror Alexander. 
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** Dm. fd. O. B. 

" On the occnpfttion of Wilna by our troops on 
the ioth of December, (N.S.) the enemy fled to- 
wards Fog^ianlEa ; and Count Flatoff, in ord'«r to 
cut off his retreat upon the Kovna road, enttrdy 
occupied that read with Cossacs, faawtars, and dra- 
goons. Having allowed Ae first mass of fugitives 
to pass, be ordered Conot Orloff-Denisoff to open a 
fire of mosketry upon them ; while he, wtth a sfa'ong 
force, fell upon another multitude. He was second- 
- ed in this attack by the artillery under Prince Khon- 
descheff. The enemy beingc thus assaulted on aH 
sides, nay, absolutely suiroundcd by heary discharges 
of artillery and musketry, fell in masses : Indeed, 
the destruction wai so complete, that only Uiirty 
officers, and one thousand men, were saved frran the 
tiniversal caraage. In diis afiair, twenty-eight can- 
non, and a quantity of bag-gage, fdt into tiie hands 
of the Cossac chief. 

** Ever since the occupation of Wilna by your 
Imperial Majesty's troops, I have been mnployed in 
restoring all things to their ancient order ; hence I 
have not had time to collect a particular statement 
of the stores fonnd in the city. 'Howevei*, the quar- 
ter-master-general, Stavrakoff, and Oeneral Bes- 
rodny, say, that in some of the magazines which hare 
been inspected, they have found fourteen thousand 
measures of corn, five thdnsaitd measures of flour, 
besides an equal number of biscuit; an immense 
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quantity of unirorms, muskets, csfHotiche-boKei^ 
saddles, cloaks, helmets, and other military iieoes- 
aaries. 

" Seven generals were made prisoners in the 
town, namely, Vivier, Goass^, Normond, Galiot* 
Lefebre, Ivonousky, and Saiontschiki ; with two 
hundred and twenty-five officers, and nine thousand 
five hundred and seventeen soldiers ! five thousand 
one hundred and .thirty-nine sick, were found in the 
hospitftls; 

" We are hourly cpUecting prisoners from the 
environs of the city. A^ reports are made to me, 
I will not fait oommuDicating them to yourlmperial 
Maje^y." 

. .The enemy hiad .not neglected to raise contribu- 
tions on the people of Wilna, according to his usual 
Custom, in the places be honoured with bis presence; 
but'as that city was the great link of communica- 
tion between bis resources, and his armies in the in- 
teritH- of Rmsia, it.became the policy of th^ French 
leader to ord^r the inhabitants to-be treated with a 
lenity in pecuniary respects, that might soothe them 
into his interests. He also manag^ed to hold tbem 
in awe o|f his colossal ppwer, by a constant conceal- 
ment of the tremeqdoufi reverses it sustained in the 
series of his invasion. Consequently, when the truth 
did hurst upon these deceived people, by the sudden 
entrance of the Russian army, the effect was as 

CG 
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striking as it was fraught with safety and happiness 
to them all. 

The change was so' great, that it seemed hiu-dly 
the work of baman agency. Only a few months 
prior to his shameful flight through this city, Napo- 
leon had occupied it8 palace, with an ittiperial and 
military pomp nerer before equalled by the proudest 
legitimate sovereign. Like Xerxes he beheld his 
hundred thousands pass in rpview before him ; but 
not like Xerxes did he shed any tear.<i at the pro- 
cession of a host, so few of which were fated to re- 
ittrn.' AA ambition, even more fierce than that of 
the Persian monarch, hud dried up the soopoes of 
pity in Napoleon's heart ; rivers of blood hfid long 
washed away the purer drops from his relentless 
eyes. The obdorate to others we generally the 
most weakly sensible to their own eofferings; and 
it is hardly to be doubted, that he who had viewed 
the horroi? of Moscow and the Berezina without 
compassion, would, when lying a disguised fugitive 
at the bottom of a wretched sl«dge, find it possi- 
ble to Weep over' the disappointments of his own 
pride. , , 

Id that moment, while hurried by fear and dis- 
honour across the Russian snows, how vain inusi he 
have found the boastings of his fanciedomoipcrtence! 
Where were his promises to restore Poland to her 
Independence ? Where the universal empire - h« 
was to fouud on the niii^ of that «f the Tzars? 
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What was become of the loud tbundei-s of his 
artillery which were to proclaim his conquei^t and his 
donainitH), from the shores .of th« Baltic to tbe 
bouadaries of Asia ? And where those myriads of 
.his OWD subject, whom he had brought armed at all 
points into Russia, to subdue the pec^Ue, and to carer 
themselves with spoils and military glorry? 

The whole had disappeared. Tbe same aJU 
powerful hand, which had baffled, the ambitions 
eoterprizes of the Pentan Monarch, turned the plaiu 
and tbe vast prepacatious of the French Ruler ioto 
nothing ! His presumptuous dreams, and his thou- 
sands of armed men were alike, a« if they had never 
been. ^ 

Oat of more than four himdred thousand men 
(mcluding- the Aootrian force) nc^ more than twenty- 
fire thousand^ exdasive of Sctawartzenberg's corps 
repassed the Neimen.' Obt of one hundred thour 
«aiid horses, scarcely one survived. M<>re than oae 
lundred thonsaad prisoners fell into tbe bands <^ the 
RiiHsians, from the day in which the French army 
quitted Moscow, uotil its arrival at tbe Neimen ; 
and above twelve himdred pieces of cannon ; for not 
<Hie single gun was cairied by the fugitives acrosi 
the barrier stream. Thus did ihe vety instruments, 
with whidi the Invader intended to. peoclaim his 
vict(»7) become the trophies of Russia in witness of 
having discomfited its enemy,, sud covered. its me- 
naped land with the deathless laurels of patriotic! 
valour. . . 

c c 2 
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Such was the termination of this unparalleled 
attempt against the dignity of one of the most vir- 
tuous monfirchs that ever swayed a sceptre ; and 
in subversion of the happiness of a people, who 
loved his equitable rule, and every day increased in 
political wisdom and moral vigour. Russia, aware 
of her privileged destiny, with' one unanimous 
exertion, freed herself from the inroad of the 
Usurper and his emissaries, and exulted in the 
contrast between her own magnanimous fimperoc,- 
and the selfish aggrandisement of his opponent. 
She stood as Hercules, with Virtue on the que side 
and Seduction on the -other: behind the former, 
whose stem visage was armed in complete .steel, 
devolved rocks, and ghastly precipices; bftt'be- 
yond was the paradise of the gods. Around the 
latter bloomed a labyrinth of verdure ; but at the 
close of each enchanted thicket, yawned a trea- 
cherous gulph overgrown with sweets, that be- 
. trayed the trusting feet to bottomless perdition ] 
The Russian people, and the Ru^an Monarch, 
spurned the blandishments of the Deceiver, and de- 
stroyed with'the vigour of true bravery his mwrt 
formiilable warfare. The Imperial Alexander, not 
satisfied with having achieved' the independence of 
his own nt^ion, generously sounds the trumpet of 
liberty to the rest of Europe, and at the plose of 
this eventful year, so propitious in its omeci to maiir 
kind,, and so glorious to Imperial virtue, and to pa- - 
triotic determination ! he thus addressei; his invinci- 
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bl« defenders ; and by that chaoDel he would stimu- 
late the world. 

*' SOLDXEBS ! 

" That year is gone ! That memorable and 
glorioiu year, in w^ich you have levelled with the 
dust, the pride of our insolent Invader! Thafyear 
is gone ; but your heroic, deeds remain. Time can- 
not efface their remembrance : they are present 
with ourselves-i-they will live in the memory of 
. posterity. - 

" The deliverance of your country from a host 
of confederate powers, leagued against her very 
existence, has been purchased by your blood. 
You have acquired a right to the gratitude of 
Russia, and to the veneration of foreign realms. 
You have proved to mankind by your fidelity, your 
valour, and your perseverance, that against heaits 
filled with love to God, and loyalty to tbeir Sove- 
reign, the efforts of the most formidable enemy are 
but as the furious waves of the sea breaking upon 
an immoveable rock : afttT all the tumults, they 
leave but the confused sound of their own over- 
. throw. 

" Soi;di£Rs! Eager to distinguish by some 
peculiar mark, all who have participated in these 
immortal exploits, we have caused silver medals to . 
be struck, and to receive the benediction of our 
Holy Church. They bear the date of the memo- 
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nibk year 1812! Snspeiided to a blue ribbon titey 
will decorate those manly breasts which have been 
the bucklers of their country. Each individual of 
the Russian army is worthy to wear these honour- 
able testimonies, the reward of valour and of con- 
stancy.' 

" Yon have all shared the came hardships and 
the same dangers. You have all had bnt one soul. 
- This ennobling conviction should make you prond 
of these equal military honours. They will every 
fi'here proclaim yon — ^faithful sons of Russia ! Sons, 
upon whom God the Father bestows his paternal 
blessing. 

" May our enemies ever tremble, when they be- 
hold this insignia 1 May they know that beneath 
this medal glows an imperishable valour! Imperish- 
able, because it is not founded upon ambition or 
impiety, but on the immutable bases of patriotism 
and rpligion ! 

(Signed) ** Alexander." 

"1813." 
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IIXUSTBATlTE OP IDBJECT!! REFERRED TO IN THS 
BODT OF THE WOHS. 



Note I. II. III.— [forpnge 34.] 

7HESE tbree pntriots ^istin^^uished themselves at the 
begtnnriig of the seventeenth century, afler the death of 
Demetrius; when the Poles on the one side, and the Cos- 
sac Zarontxkt on the other, were contending for the 
supreme power, and rendering the empire a field of 
blood. 

Kozma-Minim, butcher of Nijhi-Novgorode, formed the 
bold design of collecting a body of patriots to oppose the, 
factions of Sigismond and of Zaroutzbi. He assembled 
bis fellow citizens, exhorting them to sacrifice their whole 
pOBoesttions for the salvation of their country ; to sell all 
that bdonged to them, fot the sake of obtaining funds 
with which to support an army. His virtuous enthusiasm 
passed into the soula of all that heard him. The crtitens 
'of Nijbi-Novgorode did indeed strip themselves of every 
wocMly poflsesston ; but these sacrifioes were ibnnd inade- 
qoate fot their great purpose. 

It was then that I^Ittzeiij a monk eminent for hie piety| 
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caUed toj^^ther the hoi; brotherliood or his moaastery, 
and with the motit affecting eloquence conjured them to 
embrace real poverty, by voluntarily bestowing tbe trea- 
sures of their community upon the new levies. This pro- 
posal was unanimously a^eed to, and tbe money was de- 
posited in the bands of Kozma-Minim. 

Regarding this act as a testimony of tbe Divine fitvour, 
Minim hastened to Pojarekoi, a Russian nobleman, whose 
¥alour had been hanourably proved in many a rictorioiu 
field, but who, now incapaUe of breasting eiogly the tor- 
rent that was overwbelmiag hb country, had retired in 
despair to a small estate at some distance from Nijhi- 
Novgorode. 

When Pojarskoi was urged by Minim to arise from this 
unworthy despondency, and instead of d^l<Hing his coun- 
try's wrongs, arm in her defenre, tbe brave veteran called 
on Heaven to witness that he was. ready to perish for 
Russia, bad he but the remotest prospect of heading even 
a handful of patriots animated with the same spirit, . 

Minim then hailed him General of the braoe band of 
NijIU'Novgorode! and laid at his feet tbe treasure en- 
trusted to him by Palitzen. Pojarskoi received both with 
transport, and returning tbe treasure to Minim, beseech- 
ing him to take charge of its right distribution, he ac> 
cepted a command which finally restored independence to 
the empire. 



Note II.— [for j«^e 113.] 

BUONAPARTE'S THlRTEENTir BULLETIN. 

Smolenzkj Aug. 31. 
Le 16 au matin, les hauteurs de Smolensk furent coa- 
ronn^es} la ville presents & ooa yeux une enceinte de 
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murailles ^e quatre mille^oises de tour, epEtisses de dix 
pieds et hautes de S3, Dntrem^l^es de lours, dont plusieurs 
etoieDt ftrm^es de cannons du gros calibre. 

Sur. la droHe du Borjtithene, od- apeicevoit et Too sa- 
vait que tes Corpa enncmis touroeea revenoient en grand 
bate sur leurs pas ^ur dcfendre Smolenzk. , On $a\iut 
que les g^n^raux ennemisavoifint des ordres reiter^s de 
leur maitre de livrer bataillp et de eauver Smolenzk. 
L'EmpereurTeconnut la vJiUe- et pla^a son nnri^e, qui fiit 
en position dans la journee du 17. I«e Mflr^chal Due 
d'Elchingen eut U gBucbe appujant au Borystlwoe, le 
Marvchal Prince d'Eckmnhl la centre, le Prince Ponia- 
tofslcy la droite;.]a garde fut mise en reserve au centre;" 
le Vice-Roi en rtSsert^e it la droite, et la caralerie sous 
les ordres du Roi de Naples k Textrenae droite ; le Due 
d'Abrantes, avec le 8' corps, s'^tait ^gare et avait fiiit un 
feux mouvement. Le 16, et pendant la moitie de la 
journ^e du 17, on resta en observation. La fusillade se 
souUnt&urla ligne. L'ennemi- occupait Smolenzk arec 
30,000 hommes, et le reste -de son armce se formait sur 
les belles hauteurs de la rive droite du fleuve, vis-a-v is la 
vJlIe, communiquant par trois ponts. Smoleozk est con- 
sideroe par les Russes comme rille forte et comme le 
boulevard de Moscow. 

Le 17 k deux heures apres midi, voyant quo Tennemi 
n' avait pas d^bouchd, qu'ii se forlifiait dans Smolenzk et 
qu'il refusait la balailie; que malgri les ordres qu'il avait> 
et la belle position qu'il pouvait prendre, sa droite ii Smo- 
lenzk, et sa gauclie au cours du Borjsthene, le g^n^ral 
enoerni manquait de' resolution. L'Empereur se parta 
evfr la droite, et ordonpa.au Prince Poniatofskj' de faire un 
changemeni de A-oni, la droite en avant et de placer sa 
droite au Boryslliene, en occupant un des fauxbourgs par 
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des portes et des ImUeries pour d^truire la poDt et fnter- 
oefrter la comnninicBtMii de la ville avec Is rive droite. 
Pendant ce tcmpci, le Mar^al Prince d'Eckimilil ent 
ordrt de &ire attaquer deux buxboui^^ que I'ennemi avait 
retreach^s k SOO toises de la place, et qui Anient d^ndus 
chacun par 7 <m 8000 homines d'infentiere et par dn gros 
cannons. Le Gin^ral Comte Friant eat ordre d'achefer" 
I'inrestissemeitt, «i appuyttnt sa droite au corps du Prince 
Ponialofsky, et * gaache h 1« droite de I'attaque que 
fiiiaait le Prince d'Eckmuhl. A deuxbeutrs apres midi, 
la diviision de cavalerie du Comte Brojeres ayantchass^ 
les Coflsaques et la cavalerie eiinemie, ocrapa la plateau 
qui se rapprocfanit le plus du pent enamont. Une batte- 
rie de 60 pieces d*artillerie ftit ^tablie sul> ee plateau, et 
tira ik metntille sur la partie de Tarmee Muebiie res- 
t^e Bur la rive drwte de la riviere, ee qui obtigea 
bientdt lee masses d'iafenterie Rutse k ^vacuer cetto 
position. 

L'£nnemi pla^a alors deux batteries de 80 pieces de 
cannon dans u!h convent, pour faire taire la batterie qui 
tirait snr le pont. Le Prince d'Eckmuhl ctmfia I'attaque 
des fauxbourgs de la droite au Comte Morand, et celte dti 
la gauche au Comte Gudia. 

A troia heures la cannonade commen^a. A quatre 
lieurefi, il s'ouvrit un fen de moosqueterie tr^vir, et k 
cinq, les divisions de Morand et Gudin «ilevdreB<t-le« 
feuxbour^ retrenches de Tennemi avec une intr^pf^t^ et 
mn 8Bn$ froid rare, et its le poursaivirent jvsqa'au chemin 
couvertqui ^tait jonche de cadavres RasseE. i^ar Dotre 
gauche, le Due d'Elchingen attaqua la poeitieH que I'en- 
nemi occnpait au dolors de la vffle, s'en enipara et la 
pour^uivirent jasqne surle glacis. 

A cinq beores k comm«>ication de la ville avec la rive 
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drnite devtnt difficile, et ne put avoir liea que pour des in- 
dividus Isolds. 

Troia batteries de pii^ces dp 12 de brfichfe^ furent plac^es 
centre les muniiUes, k six heures du sAir, I'une par la di' 
vision Friant, et les deux autres par les divisions Moratid 
et Gudin. On deposta rennemi des tours qu'il occupait 
par des obas qui y mirent le feu. Le General d'artillerie 
Comte Sorbier, rendit impracticable k I'ennemi I'occupa- 
tion de ses chemin couverts, par des battertes d'enfi- 
lades. 

' Cependant, d£s deux heures apres midi, le ^n^ral en- 
nemi aussitdt qu^il s'aper^ut, qu'on avait des prqjets s6- 
rieuses sur la ville, fit passer deux divisions et detix regi< 
ments d'lnfenterie de la garde pour renforcer les quatre 
divisions qui ^taient dans la rille. Ces forces rennies' 
composaient la moiti^ de I'arni^e Russe. Le combat con- 
tinua toute la unit : les trois batteries de brfiche tirerent 
avec la plus grande activity. Oenx Compagnies de mi- 
neurs fiirent attech^es anx remparts. 

Cependant la ville ^(ait en feu. Au niilieu d'une 
telle nuit d'Aoflt Smolenzk oSrait anx Fran^ais le spec^ 
tade qu' ofite aux habitants de Naples one Eruption du 
Vi^suve. 

A une beare apT&s minuit, Tehnemi abandonna la vHle 
et repaasa la riviere. A deux heures, les premiers gre< 
nadiers qui monterent k TagE^ut ne trouverent plus de r^- 
sislance ; la place etait A'acu^e ; SOO pieces de cannon et 
mortiers du gros calibre, e( une des plus belles villes d« la 
Russie etaient en ootre pouvoir, et cela a la vue de toute 
I'arm^e ennemie. 

Le combat de Smolenzk qu'on peut k juste titre appeler 
bataille, puisque 100,000 bommes onl ete engages d'an 
part et d'autre, cofite aux Russei la perte de 4,700 hommes 
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resits 6ur le champ de butaille, de SOOO prisonniers, la 
plupart blesses, et de 7 a 8000 blesses. Partni les morts 
86 trouvent 5 g^n^raux Russes. Notre perte se moate k 
760 morts et k 3,100 ou SJSOO blesses. Le G^ndral de 
brigade Grabouski a et€ tue; les Genereux de brigade 
Graudeau et Dalton ont 6tv blese^s, toutei lea troupes ont 
rivalu6 d'intr^pidit^. Le champ de balaille a offert aux 
yeux de S00,000 personnes qui peuvent I'atlester, le spec- 
tacle d'un cadavre Fraa^ais sur sept ou Imit cadavres 
Russes. Cependant les Russes on ^te pendant une partie 
dea journ^es du 16 et du 17, retrenches et proteguK par la 
fusillade de leare crcneaux. 

Le 18, on a retablie les poi)ts sur le Borjathene, que 
I'ennemi avail brfil^s ; on n'est parvenu k m&itriser le feu 
qui consumait la ville que dans la journ^e du 19, les 
sapeura Francois ajant travailli^ avec activite. Les 
maisons de la ville sont remplies de Susses morts et 
mourants. 

Sur douze divisions qui composaient la, grande armce 
Russe, deux divisions ont ete, entamees et delaites aux 
combats d'Ortrovna, deux I'ont et^ au combat de M ohilofi^ 
et six au combat de Smolenzk. Ney a que deux divisions 
et la garde qui sont restees enti^res. 

Les traits de courage qui honorent I'arm^e et qui ont 
distingue tant de soldats au fiombat de Smolenzk, seront 
Tobject d'un rapport particulier. Jamais I'arra^e Fran- 
cais u'a montre plus d'intrepidite que dans cette caui- 
paigne. 
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To prevent mHapprehending who may be meant under 
these titles of Prince, Duke, &c. a catalogue of the French 
Generals' names and their titles is subjoioed. 



FRENCH UARSHALa 



GENERALS, &C. AND 
TITLES. 



Joachim Murat . • • • 

Marshal Junot . . . - 
Marshal Victor .... 

Marshal Augereau - - • 

Marshal Lefevre - - - 

Marshal Davoust - - - 

Marshal Ney 

Bessierea - - - 

Beauharnois - - 

Cauliucourt 

Maret . - - - 
Marshal Chaaipagny 

Duroc (dead) - - 

Marshal Mortier - - - 
Marshal Macdonald 

Marshal Oudinot - . - - 

Jerome Buonaparte 

Marshil Berthier - - - 

Marshal Massena - - - 

Marshal Soult ... - 

MarshaTKellermbn . - -- 

Marshal Marmont - - - 

General Sebastiaai . . - 

General Loison - - - - 

Rapp - - : - 



King of Naples. 
Duke of Abranteg. 
DukeofBelluno. 
Duke of Castiglione. 
Duke of Daritzig. 
Prince ofj^ckmuhl. 
Duke of Elchingen. 
Duke of Istria. 
Vice-Roi of Italy. 
Duke of Vinzenza. 
Duke of Bassano. 
Duke,of Cadore. 
Duke of Friuli. 
Duke of Treviso. 
Duke of Tarente. 
Duke of Reggio. 
King of Westphalia. 
Prince of Neufchatel. 
Prince of Essling. 
Duke of Dalmatia. 
Duke of VtJmy. 
Duke of Ragusa. 
Count of the Empire. 
Count of the Empire. 
Count of the Empire. 
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As there are people in the habit of expressing doubts of 
the accuracy of the information which has hithepto repre- 
sented the cruelties exercised by E J his sol- 
diers on countries and individuah ;r, it is a 
satisfaction to corroborate the trt presenta- 
tions, by drawing together severa iring evi- 
dence of the same kind" of acts c the same 
man and his followers in different f >rld. His 
soldiers perpetrated acts of atrocity while in Russia, too 
horrible for description; and in the following letter, writ- 
ten by a distinguished British naval officer, and lately 
published in one of our own Gazettes, we find that the 
same Spirit, and by the same agents, has been outraging 
human nature in a umilarly unmenttornAle maimer in 
Spain. 

Jlis Majesty s Ship Sureeillante, off 
Castro, e5(A June, 1813. 
MY LORDj ,^^ 

I hftve the satisfoctioo of acqutunting jour Locdship, 
that the supplies, of the garrison of Castro havii^ been 
cut off by His Miyealy's ccui^ers-on thiscpast, »«d the 
total want of meat, Qbliged the ComioaiuUBg Officer to 
evacuatetheCf^tle oDthe ^Sdinstant, and retire tq San* 
tooa. The Sparrow heaying in sight at the same moment 
' obliged the Commaadant to do iha so precipitately^ as to 



^dbvGoogle 



NOTES. 309 

prevent hiB destroying hiis artillery and powder, or doing 
any mischief to the Castle itself. 

Captain Taylor veiy properly immediately garrisoned 
the Castle, aad this day we have had a party of the army 
under General Mendezabel. 1 am sony to say five-sixths 
cff the town are in ririas, and that the dreadful barbao-ilies 
committed by the French-Italian troope,. as detailed by the 
few surviving old women, ore too shocking to be made the 
ntl^ect of a ptUtUc letter; nor was the carnage of the 
French confined to the evening of the place being carried 
by st<H-m. The inhabitants who fled are now returning, 
but misery and poverty with them are at their summit. 
Fourteen of the savage authors of these exceijses were 
taken at Bilboa since the evacuaticm, and deservedly put 
to death. I have now the pleasure of saying that the 
whole line of coast firom Goaturia to Saatona is evacuate<^ 
by the enemy. ' ' 

J have &e honomr to be, &c 

(Sigiled) Gbokqb R. Collieh. 
To Admirid Lord Keith, 8fc. 

[Vide Gazette, 3d July.] 



NoTB IV.— [fiwpc^aSlg.] 

iM lihe lattart b^ow of Buont^irt^, (which C(4oMi 
Bentaidorff bitereepted by taking the cburier who cob- 
T«yed them) may be ' found n pret^ aampate epitome of 
the Great AitpeJwn'j chuHcter, and dimiini bj bia ow^ 
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Intercepted letter from the Emperor Napoleon to (Hu- 
r«t) Duke of Basaano, Minisler Tor Foreign Affitirs, dated 
Moscoir, October iCth, N. S. 18IS. 

" Monsieur ! Duee of Bassanoi! 

*' 1 have two Prussian regiments here, which have gal- 
lantly diatinguiihed' themselves in the adranced-^nardof 
the army, and of course they Iiave suffered in' the same 
proportion. Might not the King of Prussia raise two 
new regiments ? And then the regiments, df which I first 
spoke, might go back to Prussia and be recruited. In 
every way the king will gain by tWs arrangement, as 
there will be a necessity for him to remount the regiments 
immediately, and by that means he will increase his num- 
ber of disciplined sqaadrons that have acquired the habit 
of war. 

" I have given a fit direction to the Prussian contingeilt, 
by sending it towards Riga ; bat I am very unwilling to 
have my seventh division eoployed in that quarter. I 
have therefore to require of the King of Prussia an aug- 
mentation of his contingent, by a thousand horse and six. 
thousand foot, for the service ag4ii)i^t Riga; so thail the 
force assembled there may be equivalent to my seventh 
division. The king may easily draw these troops from 
Koningsberg, Colberg, and Graudenz, and hy that means 
they may arrive in a tew days. They may be replaced by 
others drawn from a distance. Thus the King of Prussia 
will have in line four thousand horse aod twenty thousand 
foot. It cannot be difficult for you to make him compre- 
hend, that his ownintflrest tiionld d^ )acKHO aettvity. in 
tiiis business; because the sooner this great strugg^ is 
over, the so^mer will he be relieved from, tlie iieceafia'y 
-anxiety and exactions attending its eeDtmoBDce. 

" It is also gooi policy to shew Russia, that in conse- 
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auence of the great mililarjr resources we poasess, not 
only in our states, but in those of our allies, his hope pf 
T^^ljng awa/ our army by degrees is unfounded and 
illusory. 

" You will use the same arguments to Austria, to Ba- 
jV^ia, toStutgardt; indeed, they will do every where. .1 
.deejre tfiem not only to send their reinforcements, but I 
,fharge them to exaggerate the numbers of troO^M they 
send ; iet double the number be given out. 

" I suppose you understand that the Prussian corps 
at Memel are not to be reckoned amongst the rein- 
_ forc^ementa. 

." I pray God to have you in his holy keeping. 

(Signed) " Napoleon." 

Bnonap^rl^ has not a greater enemy than a compari- 
.^1^, of jd^tes. They unmask his falsehood as soon as 
, jbrovight together. By compEtring the twenty-ninth bul- 
letin with the following intercepted letter, it will be seen 
bpw. much is to be believed of his public account of the 
j;reaty thousand horses, for remounting his dragoons, 
collfcted by General Bourcier from (he different depots 
ea^-ly in .December; and also, something will be seen 
. ij^^trative of the credit to be given to his ast^urance, ia 
. |he,:8^me bulletin, that the artillery had repaired iti 
Icn^s. 



« TO THE DUKE OF BASSANO. 

"^moknzk,Nav.\Uh,N.S.l8li. 
. " Fonn despatches have arrived at the same time, so 
that I have all your letters up to the 7th. 

S B 
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"I am quite satisfied with what you bflve done, in 
bringing the thirty-fourth division to Kovna; the only 
thing necessary now is, that it should be well supplied. 
General Loison tells me that be has made a purchase of 
six hundred horses for bis artillery, and that the same 
dealer proposed bargaining with ^im for ten thousand 
more. Transmit this proposition to General Bourcier, 
in order that he may conclude the bargain if he finds the 
horses fit for the purpose. Tell General Bourcier that 
it is absolutely indispensable, that he must augment his 
command with six thousand horse-artillery and six thou- 
sandcavalry completely equipped, besides an equal num- 
ber of draught horses. We are daily sustaining consi- 
derable loss by the frost, and the extreme severity of the 
nights. It is useless for me to press upon you the import- , 
ance of these purchases. General Bourcier ought to go 
as far as thirty thousand, and perhaps beyond that nsm- 
ber. In short, he must only be limited by the impoBsibilitj 
of procuring so many of a good quality ! Horses ! horses ! 
either for cuirassiers, or for dragoons, or light cavalry, 
or artillery, or draught. It is the greatest wtmt ree have. Ten 
thoui^and of our dismounted dragoons will soon march 
towards Minsh. General Bourcier must give them tbe 
direction of Konlngsberg and Warsaw, according to the 
places in which they are to receive the fi-esh horses. Be 
very careful not to suffer tbe least delay in this afiair. 
, Write to Prince Schwartzenberg, and make him feel the_ 
importance of hastening his movements. I have had an 
aidc-de-cnmp of the Duke of Belluno's (Victor), whom 
h&left en the Oth. 1 have sent him back with positive 
orders. 
" I pray God to have you in his holy keeping. 

' (Signed) " Napoleoh." 
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. I cannot better comment on these demands of Napoleon 
upon one of hJB allies, than by inserting a Memorial of 
another upon similar requisitions. 

Suite du compte rendu au Hoi de Saxe, par le conseil 
minist^riel du Ducb^ de Varsovie, en date du 17 Novem- 
bre, 1812. 

A la demande de radmiaiatration fran^&ise legouverne- 
ment du duch£ fournit a la place de celui de Prusse 45,000 
qnintaux de viande en b^tail vivant, dont on lui promit le 
rembouraement dans I'aTenir. Lett hdpitaUx de campagne, 
friges i Posen, k Bromberg, il Varsovte, ik Plocic, k 
Lomza, etc refurent outre les alimens tr^s cbuteux et les 
m^dicamens pour lea maladea, tout ce que S. M . PEmpe- 
reuret Roi ordonna de leur fournir pour leurs besoins, et 
pour le compte de son tr^sor. Celui du Duch^, oblig^ de 
couvrir les depenaes courantes de I'^tat, ne pouvait plus 
suffire, vu I'accroissement des charges qui presque toutei 
n'^laicnt pas comprises dans les budgets pr^c^dens, et qui 
surpassaient du triple les reveaus du tr^r. 11 fallait dea 
fbnds extraordinaires ; ceux qui provenaieht de I'emprunt 
ouvert k Paris, aid^rent sensiblement i hSter les travaux 
des forteresses. La convention conclue h Dresde le S5 
F^vrier 1812 facilita la nouvelle augmentation de I'arm^, 
mais pour couvrir les besoins enormes de I'approvisionne- 
ment et de tous les objets militaires, il fellut recourir i 
Pexpedient violent et destructeur de la requisition ; le pa- 
triotisme de nos concitoyensput le supporter ; on couvrit 
les tK»oins de la guerre, mais l'appaurris<tement d'une 
quantity d'babitans empira et prolongea pour Pavenir le 
triste £tat du tr^sor. 

Telle £tait la situation des choses, lorsque le conseil 
refut des pouvoirs plus ^tendus des mains de V, M. 
OP 2 
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Le premier usage qu'U en fit, ftit la coiiTbcati<ui de la 

di^te. 

La partie des approvisiooeinens, les difi^reiites brandies 
de contrdte, les hdpita^z de caiupsgne^ ezigeaient des 
efforts efficaces ; il fut etabli pour cet effet nne conimission 
particididre. Pour lui procurer les mojCAs de parrenir 
& son but, on rait it sa diaposilioa tous les impdta foncTera 
arridr^s, et la quatrieme partie des impdtBcourans, sans 
compter les fonds que I'etat assipia pour les firaix de ron- 
trdle et le'pajemeni des fournisseurs de viaiid*. Plus 
rScemment on y ajouta le produit 'arri^r6 et co'urant' de 
rimp6t pa^e par les jui& pour la viande, idppel^ Koscber, 
et let foiida destines k couvrirles besoins de )a guerre 
exccdcrent la somnic de '30 millions de' florins de ¥&• 
"Ibgne. 

' Liiabillement et Tarmament des con»6nta' dbns fes 
d^p6t8 des difl^rens r<*gitaeiis ' se 'iii6tif^nt,''danB Tordk^ 
' jiabli depuis I'entt-^e' de I'trrmJe en canpBgn^ k 9116 
fentassins et 'S950 cavaliers. 

Une partie de ces d^pAts se mit en marcfae pour former 
iin corps de 7400 liommes. qui fait le sernce effeetif sous 
les ordres du g^n^ral Kosinski ; les gardes nat{<n)ale8 las- 
■embldes dans les d^partemens de Cracovie, de {ladoim, 
de Lublin et de Siedlic, et ^quip^es et ana£es aUx ftttiz 
' de ces d^partemens, fuurnirent k ce corps 9,600 hontmes 
d*in&ntene et 1500 de cavalerie. Un appel addreasA a 
" tout le pa^s, et auquel on a d6ji donn^ ordre de se tehir 
prgt, doit au premier Eignal%iumir uhe foKe armee^e 
40,000 hommes. Elle doit £(re i^serv^ pour le cas df^ la 
defense du pays. La garde nations qul'tehrira Wussitdt 
k completer et ^ renfbrcer Tarrofie,' le rbsfemblement des 
consents et leur equipement exigeiii todte^la mlllcithde 
du conseil. Le nombre des gens k lever ntontfe k S^,000, 
' fieluideschcvauxi 881d. Pdur leel m^resit'i^U0 fiu 
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en Hat ie joindre . Varm^e, le conseil prit les mesurea 
iairantes; Comme ce qui reste pour lea dupensee cou- 
rantes de V6tat. des fonds des masses destinees pout 
rhabillement, ies remontee, etc. ne saurait Buflire aux 
objets necessaires pour I'armament extraordinaire, le con- 
seil donna le 4 de ce moia le deci-et suivant : 

*' La quatri^me parte des appointemens deg fonctipn- 
nwres publics, ainsi que des pfnaions et emolumenspa^e^ 
par le trfisor de I'^tat, sera retenue pour son proBt 
pendant toute la dur^e de la guerre. jQutre les impOts 
extroordinaires, on percevra la troisi^me partie de 
I'impdt fancier, la moiti^ de I'lmput personnel le 
double du droit de patente, le tout commeun emprunt . 
extraordinaire -qui devra ^tre rembourR<^ k la paix. 
lies votes de contrainte usitees k la perception dee 
impdts, seront aussi mis en usage pour cet empriint. La 
nation juiye, n'etant pas soumise a la conscription niili- 
.taire^ paye en revanche 700,000 florins de Pologne, mais 
comoie cette somme a (oujours rapport k des terns de paix, 
I6 conseil aiitb rise le tresorier par le decret du 7 du 
cqurant,. de percevpir encore une somme pareill?^ sur 1$ 
motif de la guerre preseote. En vertu d'un autre decret 
duconseminiEl^rieldi^? ducourant, il se fait unenregis- 
trement de tons les chevaux du pays ; ceux qui sont pro- 
pres au service, sont pris. Le prix moyen est de 25 
ducats, et reetimation sera faite par des gens de I'art. 
Les quittances des commissaires charges de. la reception 
Jes ckevaux, seront accept^es en payement des imp6ts 
pour I'ann^e 1813. — Deja. anteneurement les habitans 
fournirent volontairement, a la t^uited'un appel du prcfet, 
lenombre d.ein3nde de 60,000 chemises, danslesmagasini 
Dnilitaires. — On peut esp^rer d'obtenir de la meme maoiere 
un nombre considerable de tiotilicrs. Pour s'agsurcr 
encore plus du succ^sdes moyens susraentionn^s, le con- 
seil voulut donner aux autorit6s executives un nouveau 
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degr^ d'activit^ et d'^nergie, . et biter en Tatme (etna 
I'entr^e dea iinpdts, en redoublant de scv^rife dans lea 
ordonnonces centre ceux qui d^9ol>^iraieDt ou qui com- 
mettraient des malversatioiis au detriment du tr^sor. T 
est le double but du d^cret 6mB.n€ du conseil le 10 du 
courant. 

Permettez, Sire, de r^p^ter succinctement les valeur^ et 
les montans de ce que le conseil vient de vous sou- 
rnettre. 

liB Duch£ de Varsovie fournit avant le commencement 
de la guerre 33,784 conscrits, il en fournit maintenant 
S5,000, ce qui fait par consequent en moina de deux ana 
58,784. 

11 fournit avant la guerre 10,876 cUevaux pour sa propre 
armee, il en vendit ou prfita 3847 i I'adminiitration Fran- 
9aise, il lui reste ^ en fournir actuellement 8810, ce qui 
fait en tout !^3,512 ch^ vaux- 

Ijes dipense» pour compldfer et augmenter derechef 
VarDi^e, occaiiionnent au tr^sor uq eurcroit de frais de 
3,301,003 florins de Pologne. 

SjA demi^re construction des Equipages, et I'chat des 
attelages et des arniei^, aini-i que d'autreH d^peneeg d« 
guerre extraordinaires, montent k 1,927,398. 

Les Iravaux des forleresses coQtent d^j^, 9,513,201. 

Lesdiff^rcntiproduils en nature livrcs pour les besotns 
deTami^e, muntaient avant la guerre ^40,000,000; les 
fondsdestinfisensuilepourceteffet, montent a 30,000,000; 
fait en tout 70,000,000. 

Le produit de I'emprunt et de rimp6t extraordinaire da 
recrutement, auxquels il &ut ajouter au^si la reduction 
des pensions etemolumens, montent a 10,007,146. 

Prix des chevaux comme k compte sur I^ impdts de 
I'Dn^eprochaiQe, 4,444,776, 
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- Prix des chemises et aouliers Ibunii^ Tolonlairement 
600,000. 

Reste d'autres cIiBrges, dont il est difficile ou impossibls 
de &ire un calcul, comme ^quipenieDt et entretien des 
gardes nationales, suites des passages des troupeset dea 
mauz de la guerre dans les districts qui ont €t6 le th^dtre 
de la guerre; c'est ainei que les charges extraordinairea 
qui p^sent sur le trtJior et le paj's comme un suite de la 
guerre pr^sente, montent (outre les conscrits et les 
cbevaux, et les 68,Sd9,953 florins de Pologne ; qui, autant 
qu'on peut en fkire un calcul constituent le montant de 
revenus annuels ordinaires du pays) d la somme de 
99,783,586 florins de Pologne. Voila, Sire, quels sent 
lesefibrtsetles sacrifices signales, dont les sujets polonnais 
de y. M. penveot d^J^ se glorifier, ou que le conseil-leur 
demande encore au nom de la patrie, persuade de les 
obteoir de leurs cceurs taut port^s pour leur salut. 

On n'a besoin de rien ajouter pour prouver la grandeur 
des sacrifices des allies de I'Empereur Napoleon. Nous 
nous bornons h dire seulement que la piece importanto 
qu'on vient de lire est signee Stanislas Potocki, president 
et Stanislas Grabowski, s<^cretaire-g6neral du Conseil 
ministi^riel. 



Note v.— [Jbr|»ogc ^3.] 

Captain Willoughby,' of the royal navj, whose 
intrepid conduct at the capture of the Isle of France, is 
too well known and admired to need an; further detail, 
being anxious to leave no interval unfilled b; gallant 
actions, offered his voluntary services to tlie £inperor of 
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Russia, wbile the frigate, which his own sorereigfi bkd 
destined for him, was building ia England: faia Imperial' 
Mujest^' granted this permission; and Captain Witloiighbj 
went (o Riga: but finding the service tliere less aciive' 
than what his thirst for honourable distinction urg^d'Hid 
to seek, he set off for the army of Count Vigtchst^ftil' 
At the taking of Polot-k Captain Wiliotighby behaVed' 
with liis usual intrepidity and ability : and be liiightstiir 
have been pursuing his noble career, had not an act 6? 
generosity tlirown him into the hands of the enemy. CW-' 
serving two Russian "soldiers cruelly wounded, whb wer^ 
attempting to dra^ their bleeding limbs from th^ scene of 
slaughter. Captain Willoughby dismounted, and calKiig 
' on tlie Cossac that attended him to do the same, he placed 
the sufferers upon thcir horses, and was leading tfteni 
away, when a party ot French hussars siirroiinded' And 
took them prisoners. This action, so worthy oT the 
3rit>sb character, could not fail of meeting an answering 
fi:eling in the heart of the magnanimous Alexander i 
he directed a letter to be addressed immediately to th6 chief 
of the French nation, offering any French officer fnhU 
possession as an equivalent for our brave countrymaii : 
Ibe only answer vouchsafed by the ruthless Buonaparte 
was '* that no Englishman could be exchanged." 

This vehement hatred of the tyrant towards the English 
is one of our best testimonies of national virtue. He 
never found it possible to seduce or to subdue a spirit 
bom in British land : and at tbis time his ambition was 
doubly racked by the report of Lord Wellington's victo- 
ries in Spain ; and his knowledge tbat the representative 
of the Bi'itish monarch at St. Petersburgh, was not only a 
etatesmaa of the first character, but a soldier eminent in 
talents nnd in fame. Buonaparte may sometimes flatter, 
but he cannot fail to hate the virtue that is opposed to 
bim. • 
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J^OTB VI.— {For page 152.y 
BUONAPARTE'S EIGHTEEi*ITH BULLETIN. 



BXVTLB OF HOaCVA (OB BORODIVO.) 

Mojaish, lOtk Septemhre^ 1812. ' 

Le 4, rEiTsppreur partit de Ghatz et vint camper' pres 
ile la pn^fe de Gritneva. 

iieb, i six heures da ma(in, raTmf e se mttf en mouve- 
inent, ft Je'iix TifiUres apr^g-midr, on dccouvrit rsfrmie 
Russe plae^e sur les hauteurs de la rivp aiiK^hu de Id 
Kologlia: A douze cents toises en avawt de ia j^aiidie, 
I'ennemi avait commenc6 A fortifier iin beau m^melon enfrrt 
deux bois, oi il avait placij 9 a 10,000 hDmmes. L" I^tope- 
reurl'ayant recconnu, resoludene pasdiSererun moment, 
et d'enlever cette position. 11 ordoniia an ftoi de Napled 
de passer la Kologha avec la divkion de Compans et la 
cavalerie. Le Prince Poniatofeky qui ^tait veiiuparla 
droite, se trouva en mesure de tourner ta position, k 
quatre heures I'attaque commcn^a, en une heure de tempa 
la redoute ennemie Tut prise avec ses cannnnn, les corps 
ennemi cliassc du bois ct mis en tloroute, apr^s avoir laisaS / 
la moi(i6 de son monde 3ur le champ de bataille ; a sept 
heurcs du soir le feu cessa. 

Le 6, A. deux heurijs du matin, l'Empei*enr parcounrt Ict 
avantpoi^tes ennmis: on pnasalajoum^eiserecconnattre. 
L'Ennemi avait iine ppsition tr^s resserr^e : ea gaucfife 
^tait fort aSaiblie par la perte de !a position de ta veille ; 
elle ttait appu^cc it un grand bois, soutenue par un beatt 
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mamelon couronne d*une r^doute annee de 95 pieces de 
cannons. Deux autree matnelons courona^s de redoates, 
icent pas I'un de I'autre, protegaient ea ligne jusqu* k ud 
grand village que Vennemi avait demoU pour couvrir le 
plateau d'artillerie et-d'inbnterie et y appuyer son centre. 
Sadroitepassaitderri^relaKologhaenUTi^redu village de 
Borodino, et etait appuy^e i deux beaux mamelons cou- 
ronn^a de redoutee et arm*^ de batteries. Cette position 
parut belle et forte. II ^tait &cile de maDoeuvrir et 
d'obliger Tenneni i I'evacuer ; mais cela aurait remis la 
partie, et sa position ne fut pas jugeetellement forte qu'it 
fidlut elluder le combat. II fut ihcile de distinguer queles 
TedoutesnVlaientqu' ^bauch^es, le fosse pcu profond noa 
pallissad^ ni fraise. On evalait les forces de I'ennemi a 
1S3 ou 130 mille hommes. Nos forces etaient egales, 
mais la superiority de nos troupes n'etait pas douteuse. 

Le 7, k deux heures du matin. TEmpereur etait entoure 
de ses marechaux k la position prise I'avant-veille : k cinq 
beures et demie, le soleil se leva sans nuages; la veille 
il avait plu — " C'est le soleil d'Austerlitz" dit I'Empereur. 
Quoique an mois de Septembre, il faisait aussi froid qu'en 
Decembre en Moravie. L'Armee en accepta I'augure. 
Onbatti un ban, et on Ht Tordre du jour suivant. 

" Soldats, 
" Toila la bataille que vous avez tant desiree! Desor^ 
mais la victoire depend de vous ; elle nous est necessaire ; 
elle nous donncra 'rabondance, de bons quartiers d'hiver, 
et un prompt retour dan; la patrie. Conuirez vouz 
- comme a Austerlitz, H Friedland, k Vltepsk, i Smolenzk, 
et que la posterity la plus reculee cite avec orgueil votro 
conduite dans cette journee; que Ton dise de vous; il 
etait ^ cette grandc bataille sous les murs de Moscow !" 
" Au Camp Imperial, sur les hauteurs de Borodino, 
le 7 Septembre, a 2 heures du matin." 
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' L'arm^e repondit par dea acclamations reitei^es. Le 
plateau eur le quel etait ranne« etait courert de cadavrea 
Russes du combat de I'avant veille. 

Le Prince Poniatofiky, qui formaJt la droite, semitMi 
mouvement pour toumer la forSt sor laquelle renneml 
appuyait sa gauche; 

Le Prince d'Ecfcmnbl se mit en marche le long de,)a 
fordt, la division Compans en tSte. Deux batteries de,60 
pieces de cannon, chacune battant la poeition de rennenii,' 
avalent et£ ccmstruites pendant la nuit. 

A 6 beures, le General Comte Sombier, qui avaitarmS 
la batterie droite avec Tartillerie de la reaerre de la garde^ 
commen^a le feu. I^ General Pamesty, avec SO pieces 
de cannon, prit la tete de la division Compans (quatrieme 
du premier corps, qui longea le bois, tournant la t^te de 
Tennemi : k 6 heures et 4 le General Compans est blesse i 
k 7 heures le Prince Eckmuhl a son cheval tu6. L'altaque 
avance, la mousqueterie s'engage. Le Viceroi, qui formait 
notre gauche, attaque et prend le village de Borodino que ' 
I'ennemi ne pouvatt defendre, ce village £tant snr la rive 
gauche de la Kotogha. 

A 7 heures le Mar^ehal d'EIchingen se mit en toouve- 
ment, et, sous ta protection de 60 pieces decannon, que le 
General Fucher avait plac^ la veille contre le centre de 
I'ennemi, se porte sur le centre. Mille pieces de cannon 
Tomissent de part et d'autre la mort, 

A S heures, les positions de I'ennemi sont enlev^es, sea 
Hdoutes prises et notre artillerie couronne ses mamelons. 
L'avantage de position qu' avaient eu pendant deux 
beures les batteries ennemis nous appartientmaintenant' 
Les parapets qui ont cte contre nous pendant I'attaque re- 
devienneht pour nous. L'ennemi voit la bataille perdue, 
qu'il ne la crc^aitque commence. Partie de son artillerie 
est prise, le reste est evacue sur ses lignes en arri^re. 
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Z>aiifl cette eitremit^ il (s^nd )e partie d« r^abUr le 
combat, et d*attaqaer avec toutes scs masses cea fortes 
positions qu'il n'a pu |:arder. TroU cents pieces de caonoi^ 
Pran^aises pUo^ ear ces hauteurs Onvraiebt ses masses, 
et ses soldatg viennent mowir- au pied de ces parapets. 
qu'iUavaieDt elev^slesjoura prec^daols a:vec taotdesoin^ 
et oHniDe ties arbMe protectevre. ' ~ 

Le Roi de Naptes, avec la ranlerie fit dneram cbargesL 
Le due d'Elchii^n se couvrit de gloire, et mmtra- aulaot 
cl*iiitrepidi(6 que de sangftoid. L'Empereur ordobna 
one change de fi^nte, la droite ea avant ; ce mouveiUent 
BouS rend- mattres des trois parts du champ de bataillei 
Le prinee Ftttiintoftky sle l>at dans le boisavec des success 
varies. 

II resleit & Tennemi ses redotttea de droitei le General 
Comte Morafld y mapche et lesenleve ; mais a 9 heures dii 
luatin, attaqu4 de toutes cdtesj il ne peut e'j maiutenir. 
L'Enbemi encourage par ce euce^s, lit avancer ek re^^rre 
et ees derniera troupes pour tenter encore la fortune- La 
garde Imperiale ea fiiit partie. 11 attaqne notre centre sur 
lequel avait pivots notre droite — on rraint pendant ui 
moment (ju'il enlefe le village brultS; la divison Fn'ant s'y 
porte, 80 pieces de caanMi fran^aiees arr£tent d'abord et 
ecniEent en suite leg celotiiies ei>nemig qui ge tiennent 
pendant deux h^ttres serr^s sous lu mitraille, n'osant pas 
avancer, ne vonlaiit 'jpae feculer, et renon^ant i I'espoir 
de la victoire. Le Roide Naples decide leur incertitude; 
il fitit charger le 4 corps de cavalerie qui p^netre par lee 
1}r£cheB, que le tnitraille dc nos cannons a fdites dans las 
masses senri^ee des Russesetlesesquadrons de leurs cuiras- 
siferi; ils se d^bandent de tous c6t£a. Le general de 
divisien Comte Caulincourt/ gouvemeur des |»ge8 de 
I'empereur, le poFfe a la t^te du 5 cuinissierB, Culhute 
tAue, eatre dans le redouts de gauche par la gorge. Das 
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iee noDaent pins '^tnMirtitade,.')a'bBt»D8eti^fn£e ; 'SI 
touime contre les Ruete8,le 'S4-piaces.de cannon qui se 
trottvent dans la redoute. Le Comte CanttiRourt, <tai 
venait de Be distinguer pur cette belle charge, avait teEmiii^ 
•es destines ; il toiabe -mort livpp^ per an boolet ; matt 
g^oriesse et difi^£ d'envJe! 

II eftt'deux' beures apr^s infdii "tmtei esp^cances eIibb- 
doDnentremienii; 1$ bat&ttle«etfi&i«yla'caniMiud« eiNiti- 
nae encore ; . il ee bat pour €a retnLite; «t srat-aalul,' Bwii, 
'HOD pourlaVictoire. 

LapertedereaBemiafltenonne; 13^13 inffie-honHiifs 

et 8 i 9 mille dieTauxTiisqesDnt'et^ cmapti^'Surileicfaabp 

- debataille; 60 [Hecse de cannoD et cinqmHe pk-isoniiien 

Eont en notre pouvoir — noas>av(nu eu S6O0 btuiimes^UiSs, 

-'et le tripple de blesB^s; notr^perte'totide peut'^tre «va)u6e 

' a lOjmillehoniniee; cfiUe 'de rennemi. &' 40 ondOnnUe 

Jamais on n'a vupareil champ debataille, ear mxcadiTnei 

il y en avail un Fran9ais et cinq Russes. Quarante g^n£- 

raux russes ont et^ tu^s, blesses ou prises ; le g^n^ral 

Bra^tion a 6ti -blesij — nous avoos perdu le g^n^ral de 

division Comte Monbnun, tu6 d'un coup de cannon; le 

G^n^ral Comte Cauliljcourt, qui avait ^t^ envoy6 pour le 

remplacer, tu^ d'un coup une heure apr^s. Les g^n^raux 

de hrigftde Compere, 'PlaHxonne, Marion, Huart ont et£ 

tu£s; sept ou huit g£n6raux ont 6t6 blesses la plupart 

l^^rement. Le Prince d'-£ckmuhl n'a en aucun mal; 

les troupes fraufaises se sont couvertes de gloire et out 

' montr£ leiir grqnd eup6rtorit£ sur les traupesmsseB. 

Tellecst e» peu de awts I'esquiise de la bataillode la 

Hoskva, donn^e i d^K lienes en arriire de Mojaisk,! et 

& vingt-cinq lieuesdeMosenwy pr^sdelapetiterivi^rciide 

' la-Moskva. Nousav<m8 tir£ 60 mdle ooupa decannoD, qui 

Bont d^ja remplac^ par Tarriv^e de 800 roHufes d'artil- 

l«ri« qui araient d^pawj Smolenzk avaut la bataflle. 
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Tous let boi« et 1m Tillages, depnu le cbamp de bstaill^ 
j'usqu'ici sont txuvetta de morU et de ^lesBes,. on a trauve 
id denx raiDe morts oti amputee Rosses. Plusieurs G^ae- 
nax et Colonel sont Prisonniers. I/esipereur n'ajammg 
iUexposi; Iftgarde, ni ipiedni^ cb^val, n'a pas domu; 
et n*a pas perdu un setil bomme. Lavictoire d's jamais 
^ ineertaine, si reBDemi, forc£ dans ses positions, n'avait 
pM Toulu les i^prendre — Dotre perte aurait €t& plus forte 
qiw la sienae ; mais il a d^uit bAd arm^, en la tenant 
depuis huit beuresjusqu' i deux souale feu de noe batte- 
ries, «i s'opinaitiant a' reprendre ce qu'il a^ait perdu— 
c'est la cause de boo immmse perte. 

Toot te nonde s'est distingue ; le Roi d* Naples et Is 
Doc d'ElchiugeH se soot feit remanjuer. 

L'ulillene et surtont celie de la garde, s'est eorpaasSe. 
Oes rappiH-tB d6taill^ feront connattre les actions qui out 
UhiBtH cette joorn^e. 



Note \ll.—iForjpage 365.] 
BUONAPARTE'S TWENTY-NINTH BULLETIN. 

Mohdetschino, Dec. 3, 1819. 

Jdsq'd'ad 6 NoTembre, le tems a ete par&k et le mouve* 
ment de rartn^e s'est execute avec le plus grand succ6s. 
Lc froid a commence le 7; des ce moment, cbaqoe miit 
ifDUB avons perdu pluaienrs centaines de chevaux qui 
monraient au bivouac. Af riv^s i Smoteozk> dous avions 
d^Ja pwdu bieo des <^eraux de cavalerie et d'artiU 
lenie. - V 
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L'ann^ rasse de Volbjflie iU&t oppw6e & notn droHa. 
Notre droite quitta la ligoe d'op^ration de Min^ et prit 
pour pivot de ses operations la lig^oe de Vareovie. L'£i^ 
pareur apprit k Smolensk, le 9, ce changement. de \iga» 
d'op^ration, et presuma ce que ferait rennemi. Qualque 
dur qu'il lui parfit de se mettre en mourement, dans one 
si cruelle saiaon, le nouvel ^tat des chosea le necessitait, il 
e^rait ^rriver k Minsk, on de meitis aur la Berteiiia, 
avant I'ennenii; il partit' le 13, de Smolensk; le 16 il 
concha i Krasnoi; le iroid qui avait commence le 7, 
s'accnit subitement, etdu 14 au 15 etau 10^ le tbcrmom^- 
tre morqua 16 et 18 degres au-deesoos "de glace. Lea 
chemins fitrent converts de verglas, les dievaux de cava* 
lerie, d'artillerie, de train, p^rissaient toutes les nuits 
non par centaiaes, mais par milUers, surtout les cheraux 
de France et d'AUeraagne, plus de 30,000 cbevaux p^rirent 
en pen de jours ; notre cavalerie a6 trouva toute a pied, 
notre artillerie et nos transports se trouvaient sans attelage. 
II &llut abandonner et d^truire une boane partie de noa 
pieces et de nos munitions ds guerre et de bouche. Cette 
arm^e ei belle le &, etait bien diflvrents des le 14, presqae 
sans cavalerie, sans artillerie, sana transports. Sand 
cavalerie nous ne pouviona pas nous £clairer il un quart 
de lieue, cependant sans artillerie nous ne pouvions paa 
risquer uae bataille et attendre de pied ferme ; il fitUajt 
marcher pour ne pas etre constraints & une bataille que le 
d^&ut de munitions nous empSdiait de d^sirer, il &llait 
occuper un certain espece pour 'ne pas Stre tournde, et 
cela sans cavalerie qui Mairat et li&t les colonnes. Cette 
difficult^, jmnte a un froid exceasif subiteaent venu, 
rendit notre sitnatioQ fucheuse. Les bommesque la nature 
n'a paa tremp^s tissez Tortement pour fitre au-dessus de 
toutee les chances du sort et de la fortune, parerent 
^branl^s, pordirent Icur gaiet<J, Icur bonne humeur, et 
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jere^a tnfivrieurs a t«u^ coaeerveneBtJeur giiU^^,,et,j^vr 
-Mabier^s Ardinairesv et virent UQe..aQiiV)eile, g^lQire,^^^^ 
•des . difficult^s <Uff^rt!mes d .s^vipenter. ^jennemi qin 
voyait 8ur.leS'(it)WitBs ^traces fie petUt affi%,uM c^laiiM0 
'q«i Aappsit i-amie i ffan^iae, cheEfdu> ^ en pt^c^tcr. |1 
jenvsloppait i«tteft leQ.eolonne8 par ses cp^fiqu^, qujenl^ 
.niettt, conrae^leslAralws dans I93 .^^^erte,. ^ ,l;rEU|ieet 
jlesToihires qui.a'ecartateat. . Cia^te m^prjs^fa^ cavalerie, 
,quLiie.fidt-que'-du:bniit, et n'eet pas capable d'eqfifncer 
-uoecaapBgiiie ide voltigeurB, se rendit redoubtaJ>le a la 
rfrveur des circaMlajKes. C«p^dant r<>nQ^iiu cut & se 

- r^peetir^ toutes Jet tnatatir^s s^npud^ qu!il v.oul^t entr«- 
,.prenA«; .Ufutxnlbut^ par.Ie Vice-Boi, en de.vant duquel 
.il. s'Stait plac^j et il-y perdit beaucoup de poifde. Le 
■iac d'Ekbiogen qui. avec trois iQille lw>|gtBeB ^isait 
,rani£re-garde,. Avait fiiit Bautier'. Ifs r^oipflKla de S>?u>* 
.il^nak ; il&it cero^et se trouva daos.une position a-itiq.ue; 
' il a'en tJra avec cetteJutr^idit^ qui le diet jpgue 9pr^ avi^r 
t-tenn l>Dneini£lDigD£.delui, pepdafit tOUte.laJouFiDee; k 
: i» Quit il fit UD mouvemeBt eut let flanc droit^ p^i^sa Je 
c Barj'st^ne k Oroba,«t I'atm^e russe, £itigu£e, ayaot pierdu 
> .be^ucoup de mondef ceesa 14. ses .tentalives. 

' JJ^rmie de VDlhyaie s'ctait parti, des le 16 fax MisMcj 
;'et marchait eur .Borisaw. . Le General DoQbrP^slty d^- 
•■ fimdit la tCte de pontde Borisow avec -3000 hopifqes. Le 
■■S3, il.fut fonrfet oUig^d'^vacuereette position. Vt^' 
^ -nethi . paeaa alors la B^r^ctiie, marcbant »ur - Bpbr, ,1a 
divtsioR Lambert ^isait I'avant-i^de. Le 2d coqpe, copi- 

- ntaDde-parle Oucde Reggio, qui.^tait k Upherain, avMt 
re^u.ronjrei de ee pbrber Bur Boriaov, pour as^tiFer i 
rarm^ la passage de: la. fibres! i». Le S4, le Due .de 
Reggio resoontra: la diviBion Lamlffirt k 4.1ieiws ,de 

' Boriiow, I'attaqua, la battit, liri fit SOOO piisi^mifirs, Jui 
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prit six pieces de cannons; 500 voitures de bagages de 
Tarm^e de volhjnie, et rejettareonemie sur la rive droite 
de la B^r^sina. - Le G^n^ral Berckhuin, avec la 4e regi- 
msnt de cuirasisers, se distingua par une belle charge. 
L'ennemi ne troura eon salut qu'en brOilant le pont qui a 
plus de 300 toiges. 

Cependant t'ennemi occupait tous les passages de la 
B^resina ; cette riviere eat large de 40 toises, elle charriait 
assez de glaces, mais see bords sont couverts de morais de 
300 toises de long, ce qui la rend un obstacle difficile iL 
franchir. Le general ennemi avait place ses 4 divisions 
dans diff^rens debouches ou il pr^sumait que Tarm^e fran- 
^aise voudrait passer. 

Le 36, k la pointe dujour, TEmpereur apr^s avoir 
tromp^ I'ennemi par divers mouvemens feits dans la 
joum^e du S5, se porta sur le village de Studenzi, et fit 
Bussitdt, malgr^ une division ennemie et en sa presence, 
jetter deux ponts sur'la riviere. Le Due de Reggio passa, 
attaqua Tennemi, et le mena battant deux heures, I'ennemi 
Be retira sur la t£(e de pont de Borisow. Le General Le 
Grand, officier du premier merite, fut bless4 grievement 
mals non dangereusement. Ainsi la joum^e du 36 et du 
ST I'arm^e pags£. 

Le Due de Bellune commandant le Se cops, avait re^u 
ordre de suivre le mouvement du Due de Reggio, de feire 
I'arri^ re-garde et de contenir I'arm^e russe de la Dwina 
qui la suivait. Portonnaux faisait I'arri^re-garde de ce 
corps. Le S7 & midi,^ le Due de Bellune arriva avec deux 
divisions au pont de Studenzi. La division Partonnaux 
partit a la nuit de Borisow. Une brigade de cette division 
qui formait I'arri^re-garde, et qui ^tait charg^e de brQier 
les pouts, partit a sept heures de soir ; elle arriva entre 
dix et douze heures ; elle chercha sa premiere brigade et 
■on general de division qui etaient partis deux heuresavaot 
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et qu^elle n'avait pas rencontres en route. Ses redier^es 
Airent vaines; on con^ut alors des iQqui^tudes. Toutce 
qu'on a pu connaitre depuis, c'est que cette premiere bri- 
gade, partie a cinq heures, s'est e^rce a eix, a ptb k 
droite au tieu de prendre a gauche, et a fait deux ou trois 
iieues dans cette direction, que dans la nuit et traneie de 
froid, elle s'est railli^e aux feux de Tennemi, qu'eUe a pris 
pour ceux de Tarm^e Fran^aise, eoloiu^e aiogi, elle iturv 
iU enlev^e. Cette cruelle la^prise doit nous avoit fait 
perdre SOOO honimeg d'iofanterie, 800 chevaux et trois 
pieces d'artillerie. Des bruits couraient qua le g^n^ral 
de division n'^tait pas avec sa colonne «t avait marclM^ 
isolement. Toute rarm^e ayant pa^s^ le S8 au majia, 1« 
Due de Bcllune gardait la tfite de pont sur 1^ rive gau(|ie; 
le Due dc Reg«;io, et derri^re lui, toijte rarm^, ^tait aitf 
la rive droite. Borisov ajant 6t6 ^vacu^, lea armies d« 
la Dwiua et de Volli^uie communiquereut; ellea concern 
tcrent une attaque. Le 28, 'k la poipte du jour, le Due d« 
Reggio fit pruvenir I'Enipereur qu'il £tait attaque. Uns 
demi-beure aprcs le Due de Bellune le tut sur la riv« 
gauche ; rurmcc prit les erme^. Le Due d'Klchiogen ae 
porta ii la suite du Due de Re^io et le Due de Trevise 
derriere le Due d'Elcbingcn. Le combat devint vif: I'en- 
nemi voulut deborder notre droite; le general Donmerc, 
cominaudant la cinqui^me division de cuirassiers, etqui 
laisait parfre du Sd corps reste sur la Dwina, ordonna nne 
charge dt^ cavalerie aux 4e et 5e regimens de cuirassiergj 
au moment ou Is legion de la Vistule s'engageait dans le 
boia pour percerle centre de I'enneml, qui fut culbute et 
vm en d^route ; ces brave cuirassieuis enfoncerent success 
siveroent six cap-res d'infanterie et mirent eai deroutela 
caralerie emiemie, qui venait au secours de spn infante- 
rie, 6000 prisonniers, deux drap&aux, et' six pieces de 
caaoon tombcreut en notre pouvoif. 
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Oe Son cdle le Due de Bellune Gt-charger vigoureiise- 
ment I'ennemi, le battit, lui fit 5 a 600 prisonnierB, et le 
fuit hors la portSe dtis caanons du poiit^ Le g^n^ral 
J^Hiraie fit une belle charge de cavalerie. 

QaBs Is combat de la Ber^sioa, I'armee de Volfa^nie a 
bMueoup 80ufi*ert. Le Due de Reg^o a ^t^bless^; sa 
blessure n'eet pas dangereuse; c'est une balle qu'il a re^ua 
itias le cot^. 

Le lebdemain 39, nous reetameg siir le champ de ba- 
taille. Nout) avions a chobir entre deux routes^ celle de 
Minsk et celle de Vilna. La route de Minsk passe au 
Bulieu d'une foret et de marais incultes, et il eut €t€ im- 
posfflUe k I'arm^ de s'y Dourrir. La route de Yihia au 
coutraire, paese dans de tr^-boufl pays. L'armde sans 
cavalerie, fiiible, en munitions, hon-iblement fatigu^e de 
fiO jours de marche, trainaat & sa suite ses maladea et les 
Uese6a de tout les combats, avait besoin d'arriver a ses 
laagazins. Le 30, le QuartJer General Ait a Pledinitai ; 
le I D6cerabre & Ilaiki, et le 3, k Molo Delcbno, ou I'ar-' 
n^e a re^u les premiers convois de Vilna. Tous les of- 
ficiers et soldats blesses, et tout ce qui est embsiras; 
bagages, &c. ont^te dirig^s aar Vilna. 

Dire que t'arniee a besoin de r^tablir sa dificrpKne,'d^ , 
se refaire, dc remonter sa cavalerie, son artillerie et son 
materiel, c'est le r^sultat de I'expoEu qui vient d'etre ^it; 
Le repot est son premier besoin. Le materiel et les clie- 
vaux arrivent. Le General Bourcier a deja plus de 
S0,000 cbevBux de remonte dans differene d^pdts. L'ar. 
tillerie a d^ja r6par6 ses pertcs. iics generaux, les offi- 
ciers, et les soldats out beaucoup souffert dc la fatigue et 
de la diesette. Beaucoup ont perdue leurs bagages par 
suite de la perte de leurs chevaux, quelques uns par le 
&it des ambuscades des Cosaques. Les Cosaques ont 
pris nombre d'hommes isol^s, d'ing^nicurs g^ographee qui 
£E 2 
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levaient les positions, et des tffficiers blesses qui mar- 
chaient sans precaution, pr^rerant courir des risques plutdl 
que de marcher pos^ment et dans des convois. 

Les rapports des offidera g^n^raux, commandaos les 
corps, feront connaitre les officiers et l^e soldats qui se 
sont le plus dlBtingu^, et les details de tons cea memora' 
bles e^'Snemene. 

Dans tons ces moTeraens, I'Empereur a toujours march£ 
au milieu de sa garde, la cavalerie, commandee par le 
Mar£chal Due d'Istrie, et d'infanterie, commandee par 1« 
Due de Dantzic Sa Majeste a et^ satisfaite du boa esprit 
que sa garde a montrd ; elle a toujours £t6 prfite a se 
potter partout ou les circonstaoceB I'auraient exig^e ; mail 
les circonstancee ont toujours 6t6 telles que sa simple pr^' 
seoce a suffi, et qu'elle n'a pas 6t6 dans le cas de donoer. 
Le Prince de Neufchatel, le Grand Mar^cbal, le Grand 
Ecuyer, et tous les Aides-de-Camp, et lea officiers mili< 
taires de la maison de TEmpereur ont toujours accom- . 
pagn€ sa Majesty. 

Notre cavalerie etait tellement demontt^e, que I'on a pu 
reunir les officiers auxquels il restait un cheval pour en 
former quatre compagntes de IfiO hommes chacune. hes 
Gen^raux y feisaient les fonctions de capitaines, et les co- 
lonels celles de sous officiers. Cet eecadron sacr^, com- 
mands par le General Ljroucbi, et sous les ordres du Roi 
de Naples, ne perdait pas de rue de I'Empereur dans tous 
lea mouremens. 

La sant6 de sa Msjeste n'a jamais etc meilleure. 
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When General Baroo Vinzingorode, and his aide-de< 
camp Captain Narishkin were made prisoners at Moscow, 
in violation of every taw civil or military, Buonaparte 
ordered them to be brought before-^bim. The command 
being obeyed, the French leader, swelling with rage, but 
with an air of triumph, addressed the Russian general 
(who is a Hessian by birth) — " Sir," cried he, " you are a 
traitor : I shall send you back to your country, to meet 
tiie fate your inbmy merits. You should die instantly, 
but that I wishyonr countrymen to have the satisfaction of 
beholding such a traittH' receive the reward of hiscrime." 

The Baron replied, with firmness, " Sir, I am no trai- 
tor, and, as a soldier, 1 never fear nor shrink from 
death, let it come in whatever form it may." 

" You, Sir," said Napoleon, speaking to Captain Na- 
risbkin, *' are of a brave femily : 1 know the name well ; 
and I lament to see you have been taken witb such a 
scoundrel as that." 

Soon after this conference, in which the manners of a 
true sans culottes exhibited themselves under the Imperial 
purple, the illustrious prisoners were put together into a 
calScke, and forwarded under an escort of gens d'armes, 
towards Grodno: from that place they were to proceed to 
Warsaw, and thence the Baron was to be despatched to 
Hesse. The fiat of his enemy was to accompany him ; 
aod his death would have added another to the list of in- 
nocent victims who had been treacherously taken and 
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ioiquitously butchered by the commands of the French 
despot. 

The escort had reached the government of Minsk, when 
at the skirt of a wood one of the wheels which belonged 
to the carriage in which the prisoners were, gave -any. 
The General and his coinpanioo were both asleep at the 
time, but the noise awoke Captain Narishkin, who, while 
looking out nt the people remedying the aecidenl, ob- 
served, amidst the trees, the points of some pihes. He 
iBBlantly aroused the General, and cemnunicated what he 
had seen. His observation, and his consequent hopes, 
were true ; for inimediatelj some Cossacs presented tiiem' , 
selves, and moved forward unobserved by the Gens 
d'armes. 

Vinzingorode put himself tbrward in the carriage, and 
phced himself so that the heroes of the Don saw his Im>- 
perial star. A gluice was sufficient : they charged the 
escort: a (ew minutes decided the contest; the Freiidt 
took refuge in the woods ; and the Russian Generd and 
his aide-de-camp were, in perfect snfety, in the hands ^t ■ 
Colonel Tchernicheff and his brave little band. 
- 'On their arrival at the head-quarters of Count Vigten- 
stein, the Baron, together with Narishkin, arid cptber pri- 
soners of consequence whom the Cossacs had set tree, kA 
off for St. Petersburgh. 

Baron Yinzingorode, who herdly believed himself Kbe* 
rated til) he w«b again in the track of glory, soon after re- 
joined the army, and is now commanding a large division 
against his enemies on the Banks of the Oder. 

Hating ^ven an instance of the greatness (^ miod 
with which a fiussian officer couM reply to the doDiineer- 
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iog insolence of the French ruler, 1 cannot refrain Jrom 
adding: to tt one proof out of many of a similar spirit ex- 
isting aifiong-st the lowest subjects. 

A party of French marauders eotered the cottaepe of a 
poor peasant, in search of plunder and provisions. When 
they had seized every thing dead or alive, even to th« 
verf cat, one of the brigands took the left-hand of the 
honest Russian, and with a staining liquid marked on it 
the letter N. The boor seeing the figure, demanded what 
it meant; upon whic^ one of the soldiers, who was a 
Pole, replied, 'i It ie the initial of the French Emperor, 
and by that mark you are become his subject." On hear- 
ing this, the high-spirited Rnssian drew his axe from his 
sash, and laying his arm on the table, in an instant, and 
at one bloW| left the disgraced hand, covered with bloody 
before the eyes of the astoni^ed eoldiery. *' There,'' 
critid he, "■ take what belongs to the French Emperor, if 
it ie his I But still my heart and my body belong to mj 
own sovereign, and will ever serve him with fidelity." 



Note IX.— [For poge 355.] 

From such multitudes of the enemy being made pri- 
soners by the Russians during this retreat, the duty of 
conducting- them iiito the interior was transferred ftom 
the soldiers to the armed peasantry. The devastation 
which the invaders had caused presenting itself at etery 
step to their conductors, did not tend to soften their roinda 
towards the distresses of their captives; and therefore 
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there was not often {rreat pama taken to preserve tbem 
from the fatal eflects of their situation. Indeed to have 
afforded adequate comforts-for so vaat a body, voold have 
required resources which, considering the. rapidity of the 
defeat, could not come into the calquIatioD of the victors 
to prepare. The consequence was that the SUigne of 
marching by day, and the cold of U^e nights, every hour 
lessened the number of prisoners. Not having room in 
the inhabited dwellings for thero, they were usually put 
' until dawn into (be half destroyed out-buildings which lay 
in the way of their destination. And here hundreds 
would be found each morning stiiTeHed to death by the 
severity of the frost. By these means, nearly three parts 
of the original number of prisoners miserably perished. 

Of the 35,000 fugitives who reached the oppposite side 
of the Niemen, many of ^hem also fell into the hands of 
their pursuers; and those who did escape into Poland, 
were soon after seized with diseases incident to their suffer- 
ings, which either numbered them with the deed, or com- ' 
pletely disabled most of them from future service. 



Note X. — {^Referred to in the latter pages of the 
Narrative,'} 

The twelve hundred pieces of cannon taken fi-om the. 
French, during these latter days of their flight from the 
theatre of their most iniquitous a^ression^ ai'e to be 
erected into a monument of the invincible courage which 
repelled the outrage, and of the favour of (be Almighty 
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Power wliich drove the invaders over the barriers of the 
Empire. 

The celebrated Chevalier Quaringy, the Imperial ar- . 
chitect, who has ab'eady given so many proofs of his talents 
to the capital of Russia, has preseijted a design for this 
memorial of patriotism and military glory : he proposes 
that the whole of the captured artillery should he taken to 
Moscow, and piled up into a vast pyramid, to be surmount- 
ed with a brazen statue of victory. The idea is eimple 
and sublime. 

Greatness of thought in simplicity of expression is cha* 
racteristic of the Russians'. They have a medal, which 
was struck by Catherine II. in commemoration of the bat- 
tle of Tchegma. ' Its device is the enemy's fleet on fire, 
and the inscription the Russian word which signifies 
*'Jtwas" It has been suggested to carry the same )ni> 
presse to the monument of French guns, which, as the re- 
mains of the grand army, must ever stand as a memorial 
of what " it was." 

The great, the pious Alexander, in acknowledgment of 
the power whence alone he derives his glory, in a ukaise, 
dated Wilnii, Dec. S5, O. S. issues his orders that the 
foundation-stone of a new church shall instantly be laid in 
Moscow, and that it shall be dedicated to CMsl the Sa- 
viour, lie adds, that he trusts it will continue a perpe- 
tual monument, to future geAerations, of the deliverance of 
Russia, aud of the magnanimity and devotion of its people. 
His Imperial Majesty likewise ordained that a patriotic 
(Bering made by the Holy Synod should immediately be 
appropriated to its intended purpose. It consisted of a 
fund of 3,500,000 roubles, to be set apart for the repair of 
the cathedrals, monasteries, parish churches, and school- 
houses, which have been destroyed in the Kremlin, io 
Moscow, and in the other cities of the Government where 
the enemj' principally committed ravages. This treasure 
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is ftilso intended to furniBli relief to prints and preceptors, 
and to such eccleeiasticat seminaries as faave Bufl*ered-by 
the invasion of the French. 

The glorious issue of the Russian campaign, even more 
t^an aniiwered the high expectations which the patriot 
DAtioD of Spain had formed <^ its termination. The sen- 
timents of the Spanish Regency are so worthy of them- 
eelves, and of the noble people whose cauee was that of all 
Europe, that I cannot resist concluding this note with 
their address on the struggles and hopes of Russia, to their 
bfave countrymen engaged in the same contest. 



PROCLAMATION DE LA REGENCE D'ESPAGNE A 
LA NATION ESPAGNOLE. 

ESPAGNOLS I ' 

L'Empereur de toutes les Russies, Alexandre, ce Prince, 
qui en pea d'ann^s de painty s'etait rendu cel^bre par ses 
virtus sublimes, qtii r^gne sur les c<Eurx de tous ces sujets 
de son Taste Empire, qui, par ses sentlmens g^ncreux, et 
par ses piincipes liberaux, parait destjn^ par la Provi- 
dence, k am^liorer les destinies du genre hitmain, ne 
pouvait se persuader qu'un homme qui pourrait ajouter k 
la^glorre solide et immortelle de bien&iteur de tant'de 
peuples, et qui plusieurs fois dans ses Merits, dans ses dis' 
cSnrs, et dans ses entrevnes avec Alexandre loi-m€me, 
avait aoin d'etre anime des mfimea sentimens; et p^n^tre 
de la verity des ni^mes principes, pftt cacher sous les ap- 
parences, le cOEur d'un Neron, la perfidie d'un Tibere, la 
^rocit<; d'un Attila, et voulut devenir I'execration de tous 
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- les peujjes. Mais U violation continuelle dea trait^s, 
I'etat pennaDent d'agression contre tous lea Princes, pour 
les ddtroner, et contre toutes les nations poor les aubjuger 
succeesivefoent, et la nianiere barbare de faire la gaeire 
en portant partont le brigandage et la devastation, ont 
convaiocQ le gen^reux et magvanime Alexandre qu'il de- 
vait se constitaer le protectenr de la liberti^ et de la civi- 
lisation non aeulenieDt da Nord, m^is encore da mifli dt 
I'Europe. 

C'est ainsi que nous devons le conaid^rer a la Tue des 
traites qu'il vient de conclurc. Celui de I'alliance avec 
I'Espagne, la reconnoissance des Cortes; celle de la conati- ' 
tutionde Ferdinand Vli.qui doit regnerd'apr^selle, sont 
I les surs garants de notj-e independence. Alexandre, dont 
le coeur eat si noble, et si ^lev^ I Alexandre, dont la vertn 
ne pouvait mgme concevoir dans son ennemi un degre de 
dt^pravation ausei horrible que celui qui etait necessaire 
pour treamer d'aussi noires perfidus, d'aussi ^pouvaiitables 
infiimies que celles, qu'il a os^ se permettre eiiveri! notre 
Souverain bien-aime; Alexandre, saisi d^indtgnation au 
moment ou le voile qui couvrait des attentate et des trahi- 
sons si abominables a'est dechirc, tonche de la ferni£t6 et 
de la lojaut^ h^roique des Espagnols, sera indubitable- 
ment aussi constant et aus&i in^brantable dans la sublime 
entei7)rize du salut de I'Espagne, comnie le Rdele nation 
Russe, dans celle de seconder eon magnancme Emp^reur, 
et.de n'^pergner aucun sacrifice pour assurer le triomphe 
contre I'ennemi commun, et delivrer I'liumanit^ du pins 
grand des fl^aux qui ait jamais accabl^a les peuples civiles. 
La Regence de Royaume ne s'arretera pas k vous tracer 
le tableau de tout ce que nous avona lieu d'attendre de la 
valeur incontestable du soldat Russe. 

L'univera n'a pas perdu le souvenir des frequentee hu- 
miliations qu'il fait ^prouver k Frederic le grand, ni de rao 
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pid victoires qu*il a remportees tant de Cms en Nalic rar 
les legioDB orgiieilleuseg de ces vites esclaves qui te 
donnatent alore le nom de r^publkains, ni de la le^on 
terrible qu'il leur donna k Eyiau et but d'antres cfaangea 
de batatlle, loraque ajant abjur^ ce titre, ils prirent celui 
d'humbler do tyna. Aujourdfaui on extend d^ja la bmit 
de ses premiers exploits contreles mfimes ^nnemis, com- 
mandos comme alors en Polo^ie par rfaonune frOaetique 
qui veut parroitre invincible. 

Si dans rfaistoire d'Omigration des peuples, nous cber- 
chiofls des motifs pour justifier les ceuibcs de la resem- 
blance de caractire entre les Rnsscs et les Espagnols, 
Bous pourrions en assigner des raisons tr6s probables, 
mais ce qu'il nous importe de eavoir, c'est que le Rnsse 
est constant et rdigieuz comme I'EBpagnol; qu'il a une 
TivacitO de caracl^re wperieure k celle des autres peuples 
du Nord de I'Europe ; et que gouveme et conduit par un 
aussi grand Prince qu' Alexandre, il restora inObranlable 
dans la noble entreprize de rOsfater k I'enDemie cemmun, 
de la poursuivre et de con^Uder notre liberte et notre 
gloire. De notre c6t4, les efforts et les sacrifices qui 
nous restent k feire, ne dementiront point aux ceux que 
nous avons dej4 faits avec tant de ferm^t^ et pendant si 
long temps, qu'ils ont prOpar£ les triomphes de nos allies 
et rOpoque de nos etperances. 

(Signed) Le Due Db L'Ikfantado, 
President. 

Cadis, September Ut, 1812. 



Note XI. 



Thb following militaiy retunis are selected from a 
number of others equally proving the'severe losses which 
the Frent:h arm; sustained in its Northern campaign. The 
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original documents were never intended b^ Napoleon tar 
ihe public ejre, but were taken with otb'er papers by Count 
Tiftenstein's cavalry after having driven the fugitives 
across the Neimen. ' 
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Thus these four regimenMi 




on quitting Smolenzk, had 


On the 15th and IGtb 


present under arms: 


of Dec. 


omce™. Ken. 


Oncen. Hen. 


4th regt. - - - 29 - - - 852 


12 - - - .10 


5th regt. - - - 27 - - - 470 


17 - - - 24 


lithregt. - - - 31 - - - 300 


, 14 - - - 10 


4th regt. V. - 32 - - - 427 


26 - - - 29 


Total 119 1,149 


Total 69 73 



In 80 abort, a period the loss to this small part of the 
army, amounted in officers to &tlj, and in men to 1,376. 

B; the above document we see how greatly ^Napoleon's 
private accounts differed from his public reports : and 
how very wide the latter were from the fiict, is now gene- 
rally known in the present seat of war. 

In the 15th number of a periodical .work published at 
St. Petersburgh, entitled, " Sons of their Country," we 
find an entertaining estimate of the Russian and French 
Ipsses, during the late campaign : the following result is 
drawn from twenty-nine of the French Bulletins. 

" According to Napoleon, the loss of the Russians 
amounted to 40,528 killed ; 70,810 wounded; and 67,269 
made prisoners : making a total of 178,607 men, besides 
83 generals, 1157 pieces of cannon, and two standards. 

" The loss of the French, on the contrary, consisted 
but of 1,198 killed; 18,317 wounded; and 3,170 taken 
prisoners : amounting altogether to 27,685 men ; it lost 
also, 33 generals, 115 cannon, 30,000 horses, and S13§ 
empty ammunition waggons. We must recollect that Na- 
poleon was generally acknowledged to have entered Russia 
with 480,000 men; deducting the above-mentioned loss 
of 37,685, there remains 453,315:— by supposing that 
FF 
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about 90,000 men had ihe good fortune to reacb Berlin, 
Thorn, Dantzic, and other pIsces, what has become of 
the retnaioing 433,315 men ? Thanks to the able disposi- 
tioDB of their Great Captain, they are all starred to death, 
either bj cold or hunger ! 

"Yet further: — Napoleon brought with him, at least 
1200 pieces of artillery; by adding to them the 1157 which 
he professes to have taken from the Russians, he must 
have bad altogether 3357 ■■ heowns, however, that be has 
lost 1 15 ; pray may we not ask what be has done with the 
other 934S? Tery likely they are to be found in the grand 
' depot of 67,260 Russian prisoners ; (not ten thoasmd of 
which, have been seen to crOss Germany) that is to say, 
m the SMSsian arm^t" 
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